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Malnutrition Kills more Indians than any specific disease, yet
successive governments pay scant attention

Rema Nagarajan

Malnutrition Kkills more Indians than any specific disease.
That’s hardly surprising since a weakened body is more
prone to infections and responds less to medicine or
treatment than a well-fed, healthy one.Widespread
malnutrition has been termed a national shame and a top
priority. Yet, the debate in governments is mostly about
whether or not to give packaged food and whether
deficiencies of vitamins and minerals should be addressed
by fortifying food or by distributing micronutrient
powders. It is rarely about the chronic hunger of millions
despite the country’s much-touted economic growth. This
focus is pushed by the food industry eyeing the huge ‘bottom of the pyramid’ market, where people are
too poor to be meaningful consumers unless governments buy on their behalf.

It would be laughable, if it was not so tragic, that governments talk about supplements and packaged food
when people are eating too little nutritious food, as household consumption expenditure data shows. A
shocking 80% of rural people and 70% of urban folks don’t get the stipulated 2,400 kcal per day, leave
alone sufficient vegetables, fruits, eggs, milk products, fish and meat. There is, of course, no food scarcity,
unlike in places affected by civil war or natural calamities. Recall the yearly boast of bumper
harvests.Governments eagerly grab at ‘technical fixes’ like new vaccines or programmes for non-
communicable diseases (NCDs). Both are needed, but why the reluctance to engage with the more
complex problem of ensuring people can get nutritious food? Could it be because the technical fixes have
powerful backers - vaccine manufacturers for expanded immunisation programmes, hospitals and drug
makers for more government funds to treat NCDs among those who can'’t afford the rapidly escalating
cost of private healthcare?

Besides poverty alleviation measures, government efforts include interventions like the public
distribution system. Increasingly, these are targeted narrowly at the ‘poor’, officially just 24% of the
population, ignoring the fact that the malnourished are more numerous - according to the 2015-16
National Family Health Survey-4, barely 10% of children below two years have an adequate diet, nearly
40% of those under five are stunted and over 35% underweight. Clearly, many more than the officially
poor urgently need such interventions.

Successive governments have failed to effectively implement the two largest programmes for addressing
malnutrition, the Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS) to provide nutritional diets to infants,
pregnant and nursing mothers, and the Midday Meal Scheme to provide 13 crore schoolchildren hot
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cooked meals. These are underfunded and depend on millions of contractual workers, mostly women.The
government pays them meagre ‘honorarium’ and ‘incentives’ less than the minimum wages. The 8.3 lakh
Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHAs) who drive the National Health Mission are also contractual
workers. The indifference to preventive healthcare shows in the fact that it merits just 20% of the health
budget despite overwhelming evidence that it is far cheaper than treating diseases.Governments invest
vast sums on treating NCDs but overlook the link between them and under-nutrition. Nutritional
deprivation causing low birthweight pre-disposes individuals to type-2 diabetes, which in turn could
cause chronic kidney disease, cardiovascular diseases and other complications. As children continue to be
born premature or underweight, the burden keeps growing.

Under-nutrition also kills lakhs of babies every year. Low birthweight or premature birth accounts for
55% of neonatal deaths or about a quarter of all deaths below five years. Underfed mothers, under-age
motherhood and poor ante-natal care are the major causes for underweight or premature babies.Under-
nutrition is estimated to contribute to more than half the TB cases in India, affecting the poor
disproportionately. It also makes drug toxicity, relapse and death in TB patients more likely. India had 28
lakh new cases of active TB and almost five lakh deaths in 2015. Yet, the vaccine that could cut TB in India
by half - food - gets scant attention.The relative neglect of malnutrition reflects a broader shift from
preventive to curative healthcare. At Independence, the health ministry dealt with housing too, reflecting
a view of public health that included people’s living conditions. It has shrunk to become dominated by
medical care. We need to recognise afresh that our health indices will remain poor as long as millions
remain hungry or underfed, leaving them vulnerable to diseases.

Date :24-10-17

Cover for corruption

Rajasthan government’s bid to protect public servants assaults transparency and free
speech

TOI Editorials

The Vasundhara Raje government had passed an ordinance, now in the assembly to be enacted, which
aims to shield public servants, magistrates and judges, serving and retired, from investigation for
wrongdoing without the government’s prior sanction. This bill extends effective immunity to all officials,
and also bars the media from reporting freely on cases of alleged corruption.

While it is true that overzealous inspection and constant suspicion can cramp decisionmaking, this law
wants a fortress of impunity for civil servants (which also includes the CM and her cabinet) even if there
is clinching proof of corruption. It has never been easy to investigate and prosecute corrupt public
servants in India - for decades, even in open-and-shut cases of corruption, prior sanction from the
government was required to move against officials above the rank of joint secretary. This often meant
that investigators had to wait for officials to retire, since the government could indefinitely withhold
permission.The Supreme Court has twice struck down this blanket requirement of prior approval. In
2014, the court said that this clearance requirement for the CBI shielded corrupt officials, and that
seniority of rank should not be reason for differential treatment of civil servants. Now, the Rajasthan
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ordinance effectively stops investigators from even a preliminary inquiry against any official. By
providing a generous six month period, only after which the approval can be assumed, it alerts errant
officials and lets them bury their tracks. Most problematically, it stops the media from disclosing the
identity of any official in a corruption scandal. Apart from being an assault on free speech, this also means
that such cases will never come to public attention.

Maharashtra, too, is defending a similar bill in court, and there is a 2013 bill pending in Parliament that
also seeks to restore prior sanction through an amendment of the Prevention of Corruption Act. Neither
is as sweeping as the Rajasthan bill, which is not even attempting a balance between truth-seeking and
institutional stability - it is actively restoring a colonial-era directive that protects officials from
legitimate scrutiny, and choking the very possibility of such an inquiry. By placing official reputations
above the need for accountability, and by curbing any reporting or investigation of corruption, the
Rajasthan bill inverts the relationship between public servants and the public they are meant to serve. It
must be struck down if we are not to reinstate the Raj.

The Economic ' TivEs Date :24-10-17

Inside job for India Inc

Neeraj Gupta & Vishwa Kirti

The Kotak Committee constituted to take the
corporate governance challenge to the next level
needs to be applauded. Some of the steps suggested
will shake up India Inc. Take internal audit. Any good
internal audit serves as a set of eyes and ears of the
board and audit committee, especially for the
independent directors.It is not only an important
tool for them but it also helps them to discharge
some of their duties and exercise due
diligence.According to a PricewaterhouseCoopers
global annual survey, nearly half of the stakeholders
(comprising audit committee members and senior
management) wanted internal auditors to be trusted
advisers of the business.Interestingly, board members seeing value in internal audit is considerably
higher than it is in the management. Year on year, 70-80% board members consider internal audit of high
value, as compared to 40-45% of the management.The internal auditors’ main role is in enhancing a
company’s internal controls, the emphasis on which has always been there. Matters such as the Sarbanes-
Oxley Act (SOX) and Internal Financial Controls (IFC) overlay that importance and put the onus on the
management and board, as well as on auditors.SOX and IFC certification is an excellent way of governing
the controls environment in an organisation. It covers the design of the controls, as well as operating
effectiveness. However, it completely misses out on the ‘assurance’ part in real transactions that has been
conducted by the management.
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If one compares the role of an internal auditor with statutory auditors — who are concerned with the
overall control environment of the company —a clearer view of the state of affairs emerges. If a
company’s state of affairs is not good, then it's the duty of statutory auditors to report this to the
members of the company. Unfortunately, they are not supposed to tell the members the reasons for such
a situation, or if the company is on course of missing its objectives.Keeping that gap in mind, the concept
of internal auditors was introduced. They are entrusted with some fiduciary duties (especially after the
Companies Act 2013) and some non-fiduciary duties. For the fiduciary part, they are responsible to the
board and the audit committee. For non-fiduciary duties, to the management.

If statutory auditors, with their set of fiduciary responsibilities, have been kept above the management
and, in certain cases, the board, then why not internal auditors? Why have they been left at the mercy of
the management? If the management decides to be crooked, how are internal auditors supposed to
function?The situation is even graver since none of the regulations defines the scope of the internal
auditor. Actually, its scope is the basis for so-called ‘risk assessment’. The results of which are shown only
to the management and, maximum, to the audit committee in a process that is not
independent.Furthermore, while functionally internal auditors may report in to the audit committee of
the company, their appraisal is done by the management. They are appointed by the management.

No declaration whatsoever is required either in the annual report or elsewhere as to who internal
auditors are, and why there is a change in auditors, if any. There is also no concern shown on the money
spent on them, the comments they have made, their recommendations, or how many of those
recommendations have been implemented.This is not to say that all companies flout good internal audit
practices. But laws are needed for lawbreakers, not for those keeping them.The biggest change required
is making the internal audit function much more independent and objective. First, it has to be a regulated
profession and should not remain a mere managementfunction.

Independence could be achieved by making the process of changing internal auditors a lot more difficult
than how it is done right now. They should report independently to the members of the company, the
way it's done by directors and statutory auditors.The importance of the internal auditor is well
established in the overall governance of a company. With the limited time and resources left at the
disposal of statutory auditors, the idea is that there should be someone who works more closely with the
company and keeps the course correct during the period (quarter or year) rather than at the end of it
when it is too late.Why, then, not give the internal auditor some teeth, and independence along with the
responsibility, to discharge these well?
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qI YGNUT AT FAEAT ¥ HHT g fAema aren

FeAlaT ARrIor
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aféar w3l 3 W § 3R 33 39 @y AwH FA deolrd AT g H g Uguh decd §AR R AT 3
STEET| Srarelr 3l BT & H Ao § Afeet R ol 3w av {9 3¢l € T @i Qe smatea e
M| g HaTel 35 T 9 o # Q@r 3l g @ g2 ST SR SIS od & o gaa a1 fhar g 3R
gaT A Taes @A & AU 3T 1 F AT S AUrEad qgel a1 Fd § Sl Sereehal HT| Tg
I HA H FgT I6A & IR WASHaar qor afhaar & i & AR 388 TT &r &1 7 A ¢ R
3T A YeuoT g Riar &1 fava g1 i @fedt A S Taeed @ o vh e B o et
AfAT & a1 ol 37 gord YeuUT T TR U g IA0T & &6 & I AT| Yg¥eh cecal & AR RN T
X H WY R THSA H 9 #Ace Al oifhd STFAT gAR R & TTT TEY FIIH HLAT hide AT
3EEXUT & T A g5 AR H1 WY §H AU BT K A § AN F G SIS TR | IR gAH T
Fd o § O o F arer fhoed 9 T Q[ehed af § & 1 T Sidoee I Tl F1l ST § &7
Jeod & IR F Fg Aad|

Waqwmﬁ+d<quda?HHmdlFﬁlﬁﬁaﬂﬁmﬁmﬁaﬁﬁwﬁm%lm%
A gger off forer 8, 39 fSdel =g 3da TaR QUBRR T & & dfehed 3mael @rg ar o= € gl
S IHelldl YWl &I Fgficd el doll ¥ 6o & gl ¢ foh §AR TR & TR PG 3eich Gekellh
JTTOT F 2T fue | T H FcH 33 TR &1 &7 SGalld I HIfALU SHTAT FT I§ & Fifeh Ig §AR
R W I STl T &, AR dedi & TORLT &l gerfdd aX QT g1 @y oid, HH TEr oot § b
SR Al W SIE HeH FHTAT fawel g Sd § Fhifh g7 ST Fed 3o & Tl $S IR wA
A &1 AR UTH VAT Fal hl dHATH dolg o gl 81 Ig d29 § 3R gH g8* IR H drgar gyl ad
a¥ $H @AY de YG¥UT §ART GH Hic @1 ATl A H$ FeAdl o FTAET (Y37 3R ) § @uea v 3
QST T a1 HT| Faled AT G@RT @ §G18 TS 36 ISl T GAR0T, o Td Sordryg IRacter
FAGRI & St 2017 # fogRd far 5@ 933 Redled tRe ool (39) &1 7 f&ar = s6i oF
IR & HEHl $ ool ¢ [Tl Aca ¥ YGNUT & §¢d TR & ATAT ST bl gl FH 39GT I Adrasit
¢l dTell SYIEAT & &I H SWT Sl Hehell ¢ ToTHHA el T § foh YWUT &N 6 W &l & T&d HeH
3310 ST ARV 3H JIolall & 8T & &Y FeH W hIeadd & fov St a5 Agad a1 daife a8l &
mmﬁ@@mmmw

g7 Smst A d9 Hr dray R Y TR H AN a7 17 acE B dEL & T N Fg wWad & 3d 7 AT
A & ALY A GieAT & FACT gl deh ST gl | TET Ig GRARET el & fov fanar o @1 g 6 Ay
JEHOT T T 51 AN Il 3t RAfT a7 qg| At & Adow AAfAfad weA 3o S @ &l
UEell, SeXqX T fIsTell BX 1 g el Fifh 9 feoel &1 JguuT Serdr §1 gEll, TAHINR # 8¢ o8 g
AT Fifh T TS AH-JA ol 30T H AhH © &1 v, Goeh 7 el & seaaATe dg &del
3R =ter, 9y YeNUT SEle dTdl TATH HRe W Aok IW@AT| FHH AFATT, Hghi T ¢el, FeRT STeller 3N
atgall @ glel aTell YGuUT AR &1 b fov MY &R & R AoREN wEh 3maegs g1 dedr 981 sha
g & 1 38 Aol & dgd &9 A YeuoT W AIRMEA Wl aTed Shal ol Mgl TAGAT T Sesfr| ST oar gt
ST & 39 oo & A Siderd # 9gell IR §H YGNUT T HIST AT oFllel &l e Heam| g oar
g % gl TguUT & TR §¢ W@ § 3R 30 W ATT01 F9F & & AU 1 TUHT FeA 300 9
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aifgu| et Therar Ig ¢ 6 Fdfca e & 19 30 #§ & I8 SR fear i dfivw 4 #AES arer aga
aer fhU SU| SEE T YGNUT HA FHM| g dedl § gl dld 3cdeld & [ §ed S3ET fSFAeR §, @
HH STEY 3Meldl| I3 dlGlg H Tohi AT Al & Tod o g7 Fawo $UeT &1 o a1 @ &1 Y o grerra
#q gur & @ &

graar oy § el Sioar argar Fr fashr A eR-4R 37 W PRiac) T safaw @ @ § it ISaT gRd
gde & 10 a¥ § Wi OF amgall 9 ek o & & 3R Siotel AR deiel & AT &1 AR o TEMaR & g
W@ ¢l 38 afte & d@r Srw dr 3t o uaisr 3y & § 3R 3 3§ W3R AT 3o Y RIS B
HRA 9T FiF AR Toid e & ®7 F 9 A F Gg¥S SUST F AT AR SEIATT I g1 qAq H
HTeeT 3cdolel Tcallh 3R Ao §1 50 aig 98T Al H wad ol & Ade 87 §1 39 A9 4
rauEgds Agear gen arfe fraeEl & ara @eed gl 5 fashedl § Al & g&dAT § ol 3%
AT HT HAT T F SN T AMASA §1 FH A argent, SeaeRAr 3R e dOE # wpfaw dw
S TaTS sUT H gRafdd T R S838Tel, 920 I8 ¢ & g5 uar & & &1 fohar aer anfRel 3er
BH U FHEAT W YT &A1 §ol1C T R S T 3o1d & o HARTT &9 & Jguor FAed g

JTIATT ¥ 99 Hhd & AT 50 3R St}

TRt A °iEr 3R g & i 615 FAZ TUT A Al AT F UgA WOT F 3¢
e

AN Fid

TUTAHAT g A F AR e & aer AR #FT & e & S HA e A Tgen IJcAYfAd st
Tar & 3cured fFar g1 I8 3R 38F a6 gEy TROT A ol RS & 4 # qRaes 3R A g qar
& & & 7 HIA deoTd T YT 8 W & AR H dAlfoiiesd and Fearad a1 § X ot &
G &TAAT &I algel el A AN, WA, TEAT AR agar H gos g qRage H dsil 3T et 3R
AT gl & Aeghaafier 3N ffa @ srcafs wrdAe gera usan| o d@Rrsg 3R gf@oT AR &
T @FEad  @Er F AT 30T AT 3H B & Gioide T 8 g H I=r gAY {F 1 8¢ | Sneer 3R
360 fhcidey &I HAeT FAgal 31 fhalHAY @ WIS & ST IRdgl & oigd 14,500 fRadAex &
3adelr 3R 7,517 frelielier & @z deadt Stermt §1 deadt sgrer dar 3R add oo aRager sua
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& RET & fhhrRIch, TTERT 3Hejhe AR et & T @ HEA IRAg [dehed § TEAN W Toh el
T TC F| HeeR dqA T ST 3cholel giar & dg Uid ¢l Ufd fhaireier 32 & 36 IATH FIeel SB-3HTFAE3
FT BT §, i A TS gl & AW AR 9 51 F 91 IMH Fad S3-3iF058 Aherd! g1 T5&
gRage W gfd-cor gfa fhalidex sfade 1.50 $90, I aRagd WX 1 YT R AT 8§, STdfeh oAl &
forT g g &% 25 & 30 39 g

5 ALTH T Ueh olie] o4 & 24 TA-Thall, Yo & 85 co-fhaT 3R Sior uRaegst & sa= & suar & ufa
freiteier 105 ToT ATl of ST ST ThdT g1 TG dloliecsh Sl deld SiaT & 14 & 9 B d& gerg o
gk dl ¢ &Y A1l 50 3RF SfeR §aT Fohell, A 3c9rer T A 8 gl | 9Rd H IRagd & o
fSaa SToAET § 37 &89 5,200 fhedie (36 hrad) ww #Afedl AR wllg 485 fhaiiey (3 HEd)
ded # AiSE 81 O SterAElt & fadm # ffF AftEgr iR e Ao o HA §1 e % 4,500
fehrolidTey 3Tadelia StefATeT 1 arfoifoas 3UAET g1 @1 & 3R oo Arel 1 BrEdr & off A o ST e &
e & qXWN F QYT A & fAU WEHR 7 A 2015 H WERATCT SRHA & fFar g2 7 3 3k
Ul ATH (AR3MN-31R3N) FToART IRASTAT H TH IRIMN-3R3T g T sAlpw §, e R, Toh, JHICoR
Th, ¢ol 3R YeRIE R 7 9y arem AT of I & fow Bsa fFar 1 §1 g8 Sge W afgdi W)
AT YT FET TAehid dlgd & IRA ISTAT d 3dRT ST Thdl gl STA A, efad Q¢ effiaa 3R
ATl 1 giaardr arar off anffer &1 SieT AN A FT sEAATST AE AT & fAT gram, INSE-3R3
S H T 9 gl aIfd T F IR F TSR g 3dRT S b

ORI & HRIN-HR3N Goiee & Ted ar cffieel & & 100 argar 3R 250 ARG &l of ST ST Feharm|
e a1d I8 ¢ fb Bl e fhuar adae A at ganr faw o | Rt & @A & W@ g H
31EH, ORI, Fellcsh, GRS R el # &A@ IR3N-3M3T Wiode # g5 atdAar ¢ & owd ol @
Hianferh &9 F ITATHYCG SAThi hl G &THAT HT algal THA &1 Hehall | I 877 R A AT argar 3R
B & d@forge geraf & gors & fov JR3N-3R3T dar & X @ gl favg % v 2016 F RAE F
Aifofes WHHa g3a0 W HRA 2014 &1 54d7 ¥ @ 3o 35dT Y& o 3 a1 g1 38A 3N gur &
fore Raffesr aRags aAreAr F whied smaemg & fov grafAwad a & o @ § | S & guess |
#el ¥ T 500 o5 3R 9T & AT W HRA F HRAr g Srwh AR gy gy f A5 Fur gide
|

i g Date :24-10-17
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TWHR B Wolk HIRAT § b 3R ARgeh [AF#ATT &1 a7¢ a7 vl 3@h v 'A% g1 f3ar & agd
TGOS FAfAAT P T FH BFAT o F AT dearied HAT ST & aifeh AR & 39w Jiod &
3?1? Al AT G I¢1 3 T H WHN F &1 AgcdqUl HEGH 30U g1 Ugell dheH fdedid €1C W
fAg9or F1 g1 WER ganT AT F AWF @T o & v S HKor or Jar g, 38 Aedg arer wgd
g2 EHR A el @1er 38 YR g, o 3¢IAT aRT 9 & did o 3T § Afte @ fhar srar
g1 a¥ 2013-14 & facd =rer S &1 3T &1 4.5 gfaerd ar, s & ay 2016-17 & 3.5 yfaerd w® a=r
3R =1e] faed a¥ 2017-18 # 3.2 GfA=rd @A &I AT & faccdia arer ®a g @ ThR garm qd 7 i
dhol T AT TH ThT ST @ &, 348 FHeldr At gl g @\el & WaHR earr q@ & 3rdfegaeyr i1
Qe g1¢ &7 T i 8T ST T|T AT, 3T AT A Fla) grel| FcdiT o1 9T 901 &1 3227 § &
dfgeh AUl FT AR IITEAT W RAT 8o 3R T I8 ca9ss oy Y| g de okt geamsif $r
T¢ AT ¢ b AcdT are X Agaer & 3rdfeagear # TURar 3dr § g el @aer smefa g ar g1

AR o GENT HEcdyUl SheH dIer ord H {Fde o & 3o1m g1 Jelc &ef, TSET ATATE, TIRUE T
TS STe@ArET W AR f@aer far o7 @1 81 UdRid A0 g8d & W® &l o # gig a9y dt w
mﬁ,ﬁ%mmﬁwmwmﬁmmw%lmsﬁEﬁquq g, efe
gAY e A A 9¢ W@ 21 50 A & I ot fadel wufeat B Inhi¥a s o e g1 serer AT
W ¢ & gfaardr glaenst & 3remg & 3% AT 6Ra A hidcal @ HfoT Bl WHR & g 3H¥H
TATET T g@e aRUMA & 3 & Hehdl AT @ 81 AlSA U= el AR Touel, Belfer shoelr 3sfear
Td gafdgeh R HUAT SFAT of ARA H Hhiacdl okl & Hohd U g IRNar &1 vy I8 § F &R ganr
30T 3T 3o TERAF Td GHIS Feal & aIaels NTF [ & g¢ 8 W &1 58 [/AusE F gHSe
& U g 3rcrEr-3relT GhR I IAAET FEAT & IATGEAT W GHIT N SWAT G| SN, I AT Gerehr
s AR TSET TSTART & JHIT I 3TAT-3TA9T Fh ¢ T H HSH Folled & [T Has, aadr 3R e
FI SEAAT fhaT ST §1 39T 3H G T 3T IR FIAFT dedl gl TSh ol o F fhaer & o
Hs_oﬁafrﬁ‘s“rqguldl AT g1 STl &1 YeT: 3T 3 3R HIAfFd dect &, S0 a8 a5 @liedr g
SIS YT F & T a5 Tl arell huell A I &1 SMgh qellad dlell el Sl HATH Tl ol
Fuet & AR qarr safdes FR Wi Sl &1 g8 A H 3R F fow Trar S FufAat wwa F
Solfdee R gl FI 3THINT gl &1 fFel AIr 3 & FHEAT T &1 3T YR N T I sHh
ol & AT 3R A3 &1 T T TfRa g S g

TSI TSTART T GHIT 19T ISl gl TSTHRET Sl & fov 3ieAfes glc e e &1 39Aer fRar
ST g1 gle fAed colic 1 927 el gaRT ST S ¥ 50 Sl # A R QWX el g1 Fef-ael
T 33U H AT o Rar Srar g, Owd gA 3 SR gl St § 3R AR ARt # sadr g
mmmﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁlﬁmﬁmH%ﬁwﬁﬁmww
IoT IgAT §, FAifh of dhael ATHIUT FSHh TEARTA Bl &, Sl gIgd H YA ¢aR A gl & fohdT &
foT el HY o TgTe HiseT o & Sar 1 A & AU SIgh @lieAT w@Ha A gl ¥l a15h
Iolel aTell &Uell o7y tharel # fAder Sgl Il HYAl o IFTARINAT SaRT Folldgd PR TGl I TgoT odar
$r FAT SfFecsd FR TA arel e Sl e Fulaal & v 9IRa & R9Y e 3Na a8 ®
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ST &1 6 YR TS ot ellel & faeeh shoferat s dier wgfoera Aee & araspe faeel fader agt
ITAT| FET PROT & o fagelr frder reehr g3m &1 dier & 3rFgeR 2016 & A1 Alg #H YoaT fageh fader
I THIIINS 28 3RT SfoR AT, ST Adsk 2016 ¥ A 2017 F ¢ F AT AL 7 T 22 3RS ek
® A7 38 e faccg = ® @g=or 3R Ay o & g Asha g, F2ife srdegaear &
ST TR I AT AE gt F IS Aaeen & AU ARa &7 herdy oeTer e JE § T 81 39 Q
faavor &1 3 7 7§ B oY A IW AR A AT s AT, W avw dqew w0 §1 e
Tder ST 3R Feolt @liear & forw &1 & s ar s @licar faswar g ST1ar §1 38 YR g8d s 3iR
TRTANT HITTEAT F I & FRUT g AT g ¢ §

faedr arc X T F @FEEar & AR fawae aar G §1 3R ad™T 1 fF @ER gart Acda grer
A fohar S @1 B, e gAY i A o W worm o W@ g1 SR § 6 R 3 Ag A weldh
ST T gl AU el g o @ 9qrdf, 38k, W5 T 31 W & I drell A8 # TWHR o
Feldr &1 g1 # Tl weldr w1 FHdeT FIAT §, W 39 WIS A Feldl Fh AT TS5F Solrs S o
frareT & fav 3@ sreer Afgar gl 38 3 @af@st 7 wldr =& g8a g @ oA garg & 3
T g AR T TR W HPcgaedr RI¥ 93 718 FIER A facdy ae W fAgFer fr Aifa w®
AR e WifgV| faed S qanrr Ut it # safaw Ferar feam S @r ur, @it uron IE oA %
faeraeiier ¢oif & &R #rse § 3R HoT oa fhU Ie arel @at &7 AT g S §, T # ROT o olel
& 3cad §1 A WER SAER ¥ $ART HOT JoT AU & 30ar [edia o # Jg F g
el glam, diceh facchd ©1¢ oY gy e et & o] Irdfegaeyr # AT 93 3R fagel f@der samer
3TN | GE, AR & IAAET e F fAder & AR R FJeAed T gIeN| el g el ' AFegaer
A AGT d¢all, SN hdel A Tl ¥ 1T A8 oAl g, PrsY o SR gl §1 WHR A e &
SerehY gidIeT T H Hfod foder aX ar rdegaedr el X 3T Handl g

glive
O

s .CO Date: 23-10-17

W& Flerer #R AT IwHASTH
e i

a1 A 1990 & dIg S« 3GRAlG #T &N 3T 3R SR 1 FAMGEE! o1 & Stel & Head fhar amm, ar
EHH @ $O o FHH TN (AT, O & A Herdar| S I g o SSIRAG & G S G & Ig qoR
Fgdl & fov e aoR WS g3, dF FFA & AU AR GO SOR $S AW & R, a3
AR @ afad gl @ e o Far g1 S B AEd ae & e et i A Hr Foedsr @

9



N'-F www.afeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (24-Oct-17)

g A AR # WF 3eRare & 30 ¥ Q g & g7 HAT g 1 §l TR AR TT F Jg Ty
AT H TATAAT F 0 T [AYHAT I FF 3curied Y, T§ Fouar 337 ff areR gt §1 aoR 3R 15
& deul #1 fAgdeg s arelr RAfae A, AaTAET AT HT FEAT O I 8, oifhd 37 gfkar H
IUcHS GEETT el T 3oTehl &THAT 1 30 3R fFaareT g g1 oo I8 amar i g a1s g,
398 ¥ o Qe TOFE-ta3T soR g R_AYAdr & reaacas Redh & a1 ar sy A6 91 @ & a1
THER Affed FROT & 3@ W W L

g7 & ARAT AT & gfad THEN 3R ToR & Feel #F v [FAY aRWwew #F Swen I gfodt &
T g & folw, OEe 9gaR Shad & @ ¢@el AR 3o e e $r afea Afde tfagf@s sron
¥ e & o 8, 96IR & 31T a6 &l ARl YR fhar 81 3egiel 3nfde 3eRame & Al # ga, giaw,
MR § 39a 319 & et g1 Rem iR e & 9 @ ge & Sisa 0 afad @g & &el a3
T Teh Hgcdhiall FHIST & & H ST a1 &1 It gfodl H U §ga 87 Il SoR & &Iarel R 37T
AT gl TS B WX FHGl B FHEIES S Fodgolel FeET S Fhell &l THN H FHANSH FHg H
S WSS, S SIFARRT STl fFdrd SIF 3 3R § T 397 FF A5 A8 a1 ® &1 JaR,
gR, SR, HAHY, AN, 7, Wl T & DB gfad snfaar § v anal § g ® ASHIGEAT H
HfFAET @ gAed dear A 3 d F7E 53 9T

ASHIPEAT & TIT T Hﬂt\sﬁqéu ff gaATe & EIRY F W arel TIA gfeld SAraar iR Assr
P M T & g S §| T F B AT 3nh 0 o1 afaa arfaat F Rt T@ & o #
37 Ul FIHT Tieam g1 VST Il NA1 §1 AT HAET §1 AT TaAr g1 Vo B HATS S A 3= ofr 77
g urelt T & ST U8 e we| el Sfot ar: RicusR e @Y 81 e A ogaenn 7 ¥ Rieusr
Sfcar AR St ot 3myfashar 3R AT SOIR B cgaedr # 3 Fher RIS gl aw| 3T
3GRaR ¥ Sfdld cFawdr # 3a¢ fov a6k & (R, RIer weee, #Hae AT aRATs=msit #d 4f@s aoa
& T 3R g TIRT FAE T &1 A H{AS FE Tl AEA| 3¢ o9 & o T Ehos wEIWE §l Ferd:
9 %ol SR #H 39 T Jafeyd g1 A 9T E &1 9 0 SoR-cgaedr # Ge H 346l HegH I W1
gl e ¥Rd & fAffiee T A @A drell SIS (FAR) W@ & eferd Sifa &1 I8 IRuRe cgaear &
S e, 398 3cUle Selehl HUAT JSIRT Xl AT| HIA olleT U ToAR-ageh A=Al SHfderr Telrd o
39 9E A AN FA §S, 99 Fead W HUHET % N §, A 36 I 69 ;A T AT
IR & A4@e g9 & @ar FI5 off arT J&7 921 §1 Waer & & v 3k Snfa g, St e i
HHIS T HH HI W &1 386 AU gg aMidl F 391 dlel FE-fedi § ar aerar sl | HIN 3T T
UM YT BIcT ST I@T 81 Fled & Sidhe] 39 Y SHIE 81 Plel T A I 3N gargar 3 18 &l
SHY Soferl UAT FATAEET &1 a1 3d F Y ol FA1? I A I AlIdleT FHg AT g, SATAC d AfAS
THE H U FIIROT S U I TR AL T a1 @ 8

gt 3R A SN FoE g & U dF SR 7 TSR @ W@ 8, W 3 GRURE ULl HT Gatar |
A FIATSS THE S9TREG & aldiel W a8 g faaer Agqd X W® &1 O € sl aR st f g1 I8
Sfa S8R, 3caX 9, ALY Ueel, TSTEUT, Uolld, MWWW%H@%WWJ&W@

10



A .

N'-F www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (24-Oct-17)

g1 Ig Sfd AU Yehsdl, oo T, 3d% QY Farae? 38T F$ dig T ¢drv §ell 1 HH HLar oA
39 Iyt Aefoes cgawdr & uyl geen JfufadAr & ded 38F 3§ 9% W AH-H ofer a1 F W A,
Ig U A1 39 IR 9 & IRT @ 9 B 39 sk arg o AT aRaeenst & AfAw 3R ge-ng
& HolgY Fofa & fHar 1S °RT FET w9 §| Fu«todr A & T afdld FHE B, S 3ok o & fafdes
Sl & o aar 31 Y &0 @ geerd@s 7 s@d §edr Aol ¢l Ig HAHG HSl, WU S Ias
3cqrel & AT ST AT, aAEle Soldl AT| 3 Collieeesh I T 377 ST & Hhr 9T o Hehe 7 1 TAE
BT 1 IR&FeqeT d 4FF & T & FERT 8 ¥ 39 WA &l W H, T 3R IR FE 96R &
gfold |ogl & A9 ¥ JIsd §, IE ¢@ ¢l I§ o SET § & F8 390 fow wfasenpt smelifasr &
AT Fr FaTAT FART TS, Fedl 3R TR X ITCT ¢

§ The Indian EXPRESS

g} JOURNALISM OF COURAGE Date: 23-10-17

How philosophy became impractical

Once upon a time, the love of wisdom was not just something confined to the realm of
academia. It was a way of life.

K.P. Shankaran

Philosophy literally means love of wisdom. While every one may understand what love is, the word
wisdom may need some explanation. Wisdom, according to the Oxford dictionary is “the quality of having
experience, knowledge and good judgment”. The Cambridge English dictionary also describes wisdom in
more or less the same terms as “the ability to use knowledge and experience to make good decisions and
judgment”. That both these dictionaries carry the idea of “good decisions judgment” in their definition of
wisdom is significant. The love of wisdom is not just of “knowing that” but more importantly it is a love of
practical knowledge. What kind of a practical know-how is the object of this love? I believe it is the know-
how that transforms a person from her baser state of being to an ethically higher state of existence.The
word “philosophy” is of Greek origin. It is undeniable that the Greeks developed distinctive styles of self-
transformation and also deployed theories and arguments to defend these styles. Similar developments
happened in Chinese and Indian civilisations. These two civilisations also, much earlier than the Greeks,
developed and cultivated mechanisms for self-transformation technologies and deployed arguments and
theoretical discourses to back them up.

Even though these technologies of self had a close family resemblance with their Greek counterparts,
European “philosophers” from the 17th century CE, like John Locke, were inclined to question and
subsequently even deny the contribution of these ancient civilisations and tried to project philosophy as
a unique achievement of Europe. This is not particularly surprising if one considers the level of historical
scholarship available to thinkers like John Locke. But that alone is not the reason for their dismissal:
What the likes of Locke understood by philosophy had nothing do with the idea of philosophy as love of
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wisdom which was central to all Greek philosophers. When Locke and his tribe started using the word
philosophy, it had totally lost its association with wisdom and transformed itself as synonym of pure
theoryThis transformation happened when Christianity became a state religion and closed down the
Athenaeum academy in 529 CE. Philosophy was no longer a way of life. It was replaced by a new religious
way of life — Christianity. Transformation-of-self technologies associated with the Greeks were all
appropriated by Christianity and these were circulated as Christian spiritual practices. The theoretical
parts of philosophical practise were used to develop a theology for Christianity. From then on, philosophy
in Europe only referred to a theoretical activity, at times serving the interests of religion and occasionally
fulfilling secular interests.

Until recently, the history of the metamorphosis of philosophy as a way of life into a purely theoretical
activity had not been told. It was Pierre Hadot, the French historian of Greek philosophy, who vividly
described those events in his brilliant book What is Ancient philosophy (2002).But the damage had
already been done. Philosophy soon got defined as the study of fundamental problems such as existence,
mind, matter, values, knowledge, truth etc. Consider this famous definition of philosophy by Bertrand
Russell: “Philosophy consists of speculation on matters as to which definite knowledge, has, so far, been
inascertainable...” Russell was defining, albeit unselfconsciously, “philosophy”(pure theory) not
philosophy (way of life).As mentioned earlier, since 529CE there had been attempts to read Greek
philosophical texts as instances of pure theory. But this way of treating Greco-Roman textual traditions is
a product of the gross political violence that was unleashed on the cultural traditions of Greece and Rome.
What has therefore been described as philosophy in contemporary encyclopedias and dictionaries and
what is taught as philosophy in universities, is not what the Greeks understood as philosophy but a new
discipline that emerged after the great violence perpetrated on Greek culture by the European Christians.

“Philosophy” (pure theory) is now confined to university departments. Outside of universities there is no
real urge to understand its significance. There was a time, during the era of European colonialism, when
“philosophy” was triumphantly presented as Europe’s supreme contribution to human kind by well-
known academic figures like the German philosopher Edmund Husserl. The Indians and the Chinese,
meanwhile, desperately searched in vain for its equivalent in their respective traditions and
apologetically invented excuses to account for the absence of what the Europeans called “philosophy”.
But their cry — “we too have philosophy” — continues to resonate. In one sense this is true —
philosophy as way of life still exists, as Gandhi’s life and teachings demonstrate.

Date :23-10-17

How To Clean Air

It will be a long battle, will require multi-pronged solutions.
Vivekanand Jha

As we transition from the monsoon to winter, the temporary respite in air pollution is over. A
combination of festivals, post-harvest crop burning, firing of brick kilns and reduced wind speed will
soon increase the level of particulate air pollution in India. The Global Burden of Disease study estimates
that, in India, ambient air pollution is responsible for 3,283 premature deaths every day.Half of the top 20
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polluted cities in the world are in India. India has seen the steepest increase in air pollution since 2010.
Although China achieved global notoriety some years ago, it is India that has experienced a nearly 150
per cent increase in ozone-attributable deaths over the past 25 years. In comparison, the number of
people who died due to diseases caused by pollution in China did not increase much in the same period.

Till now, almost all air pollution-related deaths were thought to be due to lung diseases. Evidence,
however, is accumulating that links short and long-term exposure to air pollution with other diseases —
these include heart attacks, stroke, diabetes, chronic kidney disease and cancer. In fact, the highest
proportion of pollution-related deaths, especially those related to particulate matter, may not be because
of diseases of lungs, but due to these other conditions.Studies have shown that ultrafine particulate
matter, which accounts for over 90 per cent of the particles emitted by road traffic, rapidly enters the
bloodstream after being inhaled. These particles then interfere with the normal reactivity of blood
vessels, and are distributed to many organs including the kidneys. Even when it does not kill, air pollution
reduces the number of years lived in full health by aggravating asthma attacks, eye and skin disorders,
and increasing the risk of development of high blood pressure, obesity, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s
diseases, psychiatric disorders and frailty. Air pollution affects all stages of life, starting from pre-
conception to old age. Exposure of a mother while pregnant causes abnormalities that increase the
lifetime risk of chronic diseases in the baby. These associations have been shown in large population-
based studies, done either in a cross-sectional manner — that is, examining the differences based on
residence in areas with different levels of pollution — or in a longitudinal manner, where changing levels
of pollution in the same area is associated with increasing disease risk after all other factors are
accounted for.

On the positive side, remedial measures have shown reduction in the number of individuals with adverse
outcomes, including improved life expectancy in several parts of the world. Policy interventions before
the Beijing Olympics in China led to significant reduction in pollution, and this, in turn, reflected in
significant improvement in people’s physiology.This will be a long battle. We need better urban planning
starting with proper land-use assessment, reducing major transport activity close to communities,
relocating traffic sources (roads, airports) from crowded areas, avoiding the mixing of industrial and
residential areas, making better roads, reducing uncovered areas in cities by planting more grass and
plants, improving transport technologies, and increasing awareness of the societal burden imposed by air
pollution. Interdisciplinary academic groups including experts in toxicology, environmental health,
analytical chemistry, applied physics, healthcare researchers, economists, and social scientists should
evaluate the full range of impacts of air pollution on human health, develop tools to identify pollutants,
find origin of particles, and develop culturally-appropriate solutions.
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Unacceptable fetters

13



AFF www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (24-Oct-17)
Rajasthan’s ordinance shields the corrupt, threatens the media and whistle-blowers
EDITORIAL

The Rajasthan ordinance making it a punishable offence to disclose the names of public servants facing
allegations of corruption before the government grants formal sanction to prosecute them is a grave
threat to media freedom and the public’s right to know. In recent times, the legislative mood is
consolidating towards adding more layers of protection to officials from corruption cases. While no one
can object to genuine measures aimed at insulating honest officials from frivolous or motivated charges
of wrong-doing, there can be no justification for the Vasundhara Raje government to prescribe a two-year
prison term for disclosing the identity of the public servants concerned. Section 228-B, the newly
introduced Indian Penal Code offence that relates to acts done in the course of discharging official
functions, is a direct threat to the functioning of the media and whistle-blowers. It is a patently
unreasonable restriction on legitimate journalism and activism against venality. In addition, the Criminal
Laws (Rajasthan Amendment) Ordinance, 2017 fetters judicial magistrates from ordering an
investigation without prior sanction, as an additional shield for public servants who already enjoy the
protection of Section 197 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, and Section 19 of the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988, which make prior sanction mandatory before a court can take cognizance of a case.
It may even paralyse an impending probe, as no investigating agency can approach a sanctioning
authority without gathering any material.

This is the first time a section prescribing punishment for disclosure is being introduced in India, though
provisions barring investigation or prosecution without prior sanction are also in force in Maharashtra.
However, the time limit for the sanctioning authority to act is 180 days in Rajasthan, and 90 days in
Maharashtra. The Union government, too, has a set of amendments to the Prevention of Corruption Act
pending since 2013, including a proviso for prior sanction. The Supreme Court verdict of May 2014
striking down a statutory provision for prior government clearance for a Central Bureau of Investigation
probe against officials of the rank of joint secretary and above is the touchstone against which the
constitutionality of the pre-investigation sanction requirement will be tested. The court had observed
that such a provision destroys the objective of anti-corruption legislation, blocks the truth from surfacing,
thwarts independent investigation and forewarns corrupt officers. Anti-corruption legislation in India
seems to be in a state of unacceptable flux. Amendments, including those redefining criminal misconduct
among public servants so that bona fide decisions by officials do not result in corruption charges, are yet
to be passed. The Lokpal Act is yet to be operationalised. It is time the Centre enforced a strong body of
legislation that punishes the corrupt, protects the honest, and ensures time-bound public services and
whistle-blower safety. Nothing less will behove a government ostensibly keen on bringing down the
edifice of corruption.
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