
 

Defining Indianness is the main political challenge

T K Arun  

A radio jockey contrasts the Indianness of Shankar
Uttar Pradesh government omits the Taj Mahal from a list of the state’s tourist attractions and its chief 
minister says that the Taj Mahal does not represent
that piece of chatter on FM radio and the Uttar Pradesh government’s profession of cultural 
nationalism.But a link exists. Both are perverse manifestations of loss of cultural confidence and implicit 
assumptions of what constitutes being Indian. That question is central to the political discourse in the 
country right now. Economic mismanagement is easy to target and forge coalitions against, but does not 
define the core of what democratic India confront

Indian vs Modern? 

When Indianness is juxtaposed against modernity, the assumption is that to be Indian is to be pre
modern. The radio jockey clearly believes that to be modern is to be western. The notion that western 
modernity is just one form of modernity among many possible forms of modernity, or that it is possible to 
be simultaneously both modern and Indian, is firmly outside his worldview. He is not alone.This view of 
the world is shared by a large segment of those who can p
stoutly deny the proposition if it is put to them. They acquired their proficiency in English by being 
educated in the English medium, meaning that they have broken their organic link with their own mother 
tongue and the cultural universe it mediates.

One problem with the defendants of liberal democracy in India is that many of them do battle in English, 
inviting association with those who peddle supercilious disregard for India’s culture.India is a complex 
civilisation, whose colonial experience has left it bruised. The intelligentsia that took charge of 
Independent India and framed a liberal democratic Constitution faced the task of pushing and prodding a 
deeply hierarchical, unequal and divided society to change
change because it took away their privilege. Others resisted it because they thought it meant loss of 
cultural authenticity and subjugation to foreign ideology.They challenged the constitutional ideal itself, 
on the ground that equality and democracy meant inability to assert the supremacy of the faith and 
culture of the majority Hindus. 

Yogi Adityanath’s allergy to celebrating the Taj Mahal articulates the view that Indian authenticity can 
only be represented by Hindu icons and that non
Muslim invaders and European colonialists for centuries.The task clearly is to delineate what is Indian 
and to be retained in the democratic reconfiguration of traditional India
Sultanate authenticity mean for those in the lower rungs of the social hierarchy into which Hindu society 
has been organised? Even today, those from lowest rungs can be beaten to death for watching a garba, 
growing a moustache, skinning a cow, refusing to remove a cow’s carcass or otherwise, showing defiance 
to their superiors, when not choking to death in sewers.
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Defining Indianness is the main political challenge 

A radio jockey contrasts the Indianness of Shankar-Jaikishan with the modernity of R D Burman. The 
Uttar Pradesh government omits the Taj Mahal from a list of the state’s tourist attractions and its chief 
minister says that the Taj Mahal does not represent India. It is not easy to spot the common link between 
that piece of chatter on FM radio and the Uttar Pradesh government’s profession of cultural 
nationalism.But a link exists. Both are perverse manifestations of loss of cultural confidence and implicit 

ssumptions of what constitutes being Indian. That question is central to the political discourse in the 
country right now. Economic mismanagement is easy to target and forge coalitions against, but does not 
define the core of what democratic India confronts today and has to defeat. 

When Indianness is juxtaposed against modernity, the assumption is that to be Indian is to be pre
modern. The radio jockey clearly believes that to be modern is to be western. The notion that western 

s just one form of modernity among many possible forms of modernity, or that it is possible to 
be simultaneously both modern and Indian, is firmly outside his worldview. He is not alone.This view of 
the world is shared by a large segment of those who can prattle along in English, even if they would 
stoutly deny the proposition if it is put to them. They acquired their proficiency in English by being 
educated in the English medium, meaning that they have broken their organic link with their own mother 

and the cultural universe it mediates. 

One problem with the defendants of liberal democracy in India is that many of them do battle in English, 
inviting association with those who peddle supercilious disregard for India’s culture.India is a complex 

sation, whose colonial experience has left it bruised. The intelligentsia that took charge of 
Independent India and framed a liberal democratic Constitution faced the task of pushing and prodding a 
deeply hierarchical, unequal and divided society to change into the constitutional ideal.Some resisted 
change because it took away their privilege. Others resisted it because they thought it meant loss of 
cultural authenticity and subjugation to foreign ideology.They challenged the constitutional ideal itself, 

the ground that equality and democracy meant inability to assert the supremacy of the faith and 

Yogi Adityanath’s allergy to celebrating the Taj Mahal articulates the view that Indian authenticity can 
Hindu icons and that non-Hindu symbols reek of the subordination of Hindus by 

Muslim invaders and European colonialists for centuries.The task clearly is to delineate what is Indian 
and to be retained in the democratic reconfiguration of traditional Indian society. What does that pre
Sultanate authenticity mean for those in the lower rungs of the social hierarchy into which Hindu society 
has been organised? Even today, those from lowest rungs can be beaten to death for watching a garba, 

, skinning a cow, refusing to remove a cow’s carcass or otherwise, showing defiance 
to their superiors, when not choking to death in sewers. 
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into the constitutional ideal.Some resisted 
change because it took away their privilege. Others resisted it because they thought it meant loss of 
cultural authenticity and subjugation to foreign ideology.They challenged the constitutional ideal itself, 

the ground that equality and democracy meant inability to assert the supremacy of the faith and 

Yogi Adityanath’s allergy to celebrating the Taj Mahal articulates the view that Indian authenticity can 
Hindu symbols reek of the subordination of Hindus by 

Muslim invaders and European colonialists for centuries.The task clearly is to delineate what is Indian 
n society. What does that pre-

Sultanate authenticity mean for those in the lower rungs of the social hierarchy into which Hindu society 
has been organised? Even today, those from lowest rungs can be beaten to death for watching a garba, 

, skinning a cow, refusing to remove a cow’s carcass or otherwise, showing defiance 



 
Glorifying Tradition 

Nor can women find much comfort in a tradition that holds that they, along with the lowest cas
animals and the drum, are qualified to be beaten, and whose underlying value of subordination is 
elevated to high canon by Manusmriti’s decree that women, protected at different stages of their life by 
father, husband and son, do not deserve freedom.B
tradition make a case for its wholesale rejection? That would be as ridiculous as rejecting the Pythagoras 
theorem on the ground that the Greek culture that produced it was built on slavery of the 
majority.Ancient India produced advances in philosophy and mathematics, astronomy and medicine, in 
poetry, art and architecture. To recognise this and to take pride in this heritage of human advance is not 
to acknowledge the cruelty and oppression of the caste syste
advent of Muslim rulers. They invaded, yes, some plundered and ravaged the land, but others stayed put 
and governed the land and its people, adding to the richness of collective human experience and 
achievement. 

What helped them in this process is a combination of polytheism 
that addition of a few more hardly mattered 
ultimate unity of the creator and the created and, thus, de
individuals, and therefore of faiths and peoples as the delusion of the unenlightened. Without such a 
framework of local thought, outsiders could not have made themselves at home and flourished.Just as 
caste oppression and women’s subordination were part of Indian culture and must be rejected from what 
modern India carries into the future, awareness of India’s cultural achievements over the centuries must 
inform the project of building a democratic India.The success of
inclusive Indianness being placed at its core, rejecting atavistic sectarianism.

PM Modi’s welcome warning on Swachh Bharat

ET Editorials 

stripping people defecating in the open. On October 1, Maharashtra chief minister Devendra Fadnavis 
announced the ‘ODF Watch’ that would ‘force’ people to use
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Nor can women find much comfort in a tradition that holds that they, along with the lowest cas
animals and the drum, are qualified to be beaten, and whose underlying value of subordination is 
elevated to high canon by Manusmriti’s decree that women, protected at different stages of their life by 
father, husband and son, do not deserve freedom.But does such inequality and injustice in India’s 
tradition make a case for its wholesale rejection? That would be as ridiculous as rejecting the Pythagoras 
theorem on the ground that the Greek culture that produced it was built on slavery of the 

ncient India produced advances in philosophy and mathematics, astronomy and medicine, in 
poetry, art and architecture. To recognise this and to take pride in this heritage of human advance is not 
to acknowledge the cruelty and oppression of the caste system. But Indian history does not stop with the 
advent of Muslim rulers. They invaded, yes, some plundered and ravaged the land, but others stayed put 
and governed the land and its people, adding to the richness of collective human experience and 

What helped them in this process is a combination of polytheism — Hindus worshipped so many gods 
that addition of a few more hardly mattered — and the philosophy of non-duality, which posited the 
ultimate unity of the creator and the created and, thus, deemed all difference between things and 
individuals, and therefore of faiths and peoples as the delusion of the unenlightened. Without such a 
framework of local thought, outsiders could not have made themselves at home and flourished.Just as 

n and women’s subordination were part of Indian culture and must be rejected from what 
modern India carries into the future, awareness of India’s cultural achievements over the centuries must 
inform the project of building a democratic India.The success of project democracy in India depends on 
inclusive Indianness being placed at its core, rejecting atavistic sectarianism.

PM Modi’s welcome warning on Swachh Bharat 

It is welcome that Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 
declared that only popular ownership can make a success of 
the Swachh Bharat campaign, the rebranded and galvanised 
avatar of the sedate, decade-old Nirmal Gaon Yojana in 
which the PM invested much-needed political capital. It is a 
warning to all those chief ministers who want to please the 
prime minister by reporting signal advance of the schem
their states and use all sorts of coercive measures to register 
that advance. With Rs 100 crore of taxpayer money spent on 
advertising by 2015, states are in a rush to trumpet their 
achievements: the heavy hand of coercion now tries to 
enforce Swachh Bharat.In Jharkhand, municipal authorities 
have a scheme called ‘Halla Bol, Lungi Khol’, publicly 

stripping people defecating in the open. On October 1, Maharashtra chief minister Devendra Fadnavis 
announced the ‘ODF Watch’ that would ‘force’ people to use toilets, or risk public shame.
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A scheme called ‘Dabba Dol’, where the containers of people performing their ablutions are snatched by 
vigilantes, operates in Madhya Pradesh, where a policeman recently attempted suicide after being forced 
to clean toilets. The Madhya Pradesh government has banned nontoilet users from contesting panchayat 
elections. In Chhattisgarh, those not building toilets are denied access to subsidised food. In Uttar 
Pradesh, vigilantes force villagers to clean their own faeces by hand. In Rajasthan, civic officials’ attempt 
to shame people defecating in the open by taking their photographs led to scuffles and one death.The 
only way to make Swachh Bharat a success, and not turn it into an instrument of oppression, is through 
voluntary compliance. Once people realise the benefits of Swachh Bharat, they will need no coercion to 
follow its principles.
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ा पैसा वसूलना ही सरकार का काम है? 

ीतीश नंदी 

एक बात िब ु ल  है, कट्टर भाजपा समथक को भी। वह यह िक इस सरकार पर घटते फायदे का िनयम लागू होने लगा है। आप 
कुछ भी कह अथ व था म गड़बड़ तो है और ऐसी संभावना नही ंहै िक थोड़े समय म यह चम ा रक ढंग से खुद को सुधार लेगी। सच 
यह भी है िक सरकार म कोई भी ऐसा नही ं है, जो जानता हो िक इसे कैसे ठीक िकया जा सकता है।यहां तक िक धानमं ी भी यह 
ीकार करते ह। नई आिथक सलाहकार प रषद की घोषणा ही एक अथ म इस बात की गवाही है िक सुधार का काम त ाल करना 

होगा। ा िबबेक देवराय इसके कािबल ह, यह हम आने वाले महीनो ंम पता चल ही जाएगा। लेिकन प रषद को िफर जीिवत िकया जाना 
ही िस  करता है िक धानमं ी इस स  की अनदेखी नही ंकरना चाहते।अब तक यह कई वादो ंकी सरकार रही है लेिकन, इन वादो ंको 
पूरा करने म यह सरकार अपे ाओ ंकी कसौटी पर दयनीय प से खराब रही है। कारण शायद यह हो िक सरकार एक साथ ब त सारी 
बड़ी चीज करना चाहती है और उसके पास ऐसा करने की ितभा अथवा िवशेष ता ब त कम है। ाभािवक है हताशा होगी। उनके 
आ ासन पर हम जो ब त अ े  िदनो ंका सपना देख रहे थे अब इस त  से तालमेल बैठा रहे ह िक जो सामने है वह तो दुगितयो ंकी पूरी 
ंखला है। अ ा इरादा नाकामी का कोई बहाना नही ंहोता। िवदेशो ंसे आए िवशेष  अब चुपचाप अपना बो रया-िब र समेटकर वहां 
लौट रहे ह, जहां से वे आए थे। रघुराम राजन अपने अकेडेिमया म लौट गए ह, िकताब िलख रहे ह। अरिवंद पनगिढ़या अपने मटर 
जगदीश भगवती के पास कोलंिबया लौट गए ह और वे ज ी ही ितभाशाली युवाओ ंको ले र दे रहे होगें िक दि णपंथी भारत को 
अपना जीडीपी बढ़ाने के िलए ा करना चािहए। अरिवंद सु म को एक साल का ए टशन िमला है पर अ ो ंकी तरह उ  भी 
लंबे कायकाल की उ ीद होगी और वे ज रत हताश ए होगें। वे भी शायद ज  ही वािशंगटन डीसी के िथंक टक म लौट जाएंगे। 
  
इस बीच देशी खुश है िक उनके पास काम लौट रहा है। नीित आयोग के नए मु खया ने घोषणा भी कर दी है िक भारतीय अथ व था उन 
लोगो ंकी सलाह के िबना कही ंबेहतर होगी, िजनका यहां कुछ दांव पर नही ंलगा था। शायद वे सही ह। िकंतु असली सम ा तो यह है िक 
सरकार म आज ादा लोग नही ंहै, जो िव ीय सेहत के मामले समझते हो।ं आंकड़ो ंकी बात है तो हां वे उ  ब त पसंद ह और उनसे 
खलवाड़ का वे लु  उठाते ह। कई बार कोई पॉइंट ोर करने के िलए वे उ  अपने िहसाब से इ ेमाल भी कर लेते ह। लेिकन 
आंकड़े अपने आप म हमारी िज़ंदगी नही ंबदल सकते। न वे अमूत मै ो-इकोनॉिमक मॉडल िजनकी कसम खाना िव ानो ंको ब त पसंद 
है। इसिलए हो सकता है िक पुराने िक  की राजनीित की ओर लौटने यह सही व  हो। राजनीित म चाहे जो खािमयां हो लेिकन, यही 
हम उस च ूह से बाहर आने का रा ा खोजने म मददगार हो सकती है, िजसम हम आज खुद को पा रहे ह। मुझे लगता है िक इस 
सरकार के साथ सम ा इसकी मह ाकां ा है। यह ाचार को िमटा डालना चाहती है, सारे र पर सारा ाचार, लगभग त ाल। 
इसे यह अहसास होने म तीन साल लग गए िक ऐसे वादे पूरे करना किठन होता है। आप अपनी सारा व  और ऊजा िकसी िदवा  



 
का पीछा करते ए ज़ाया नही ंकर सकते। इस व था
चुक जाएंगे। बाकी सारे काम अधूरे रह जाएंगे। अब
नही ंरही है। सेवािनवृ  सै कम  अपने पशन से
दज कर रहे ह। िबज़नेस चाहता ह िक ाज दर
बढ़ाने की ज रत है, इसिलए पया नीचे आना
गोर ा हो पर बीफ का िनयात बढ़ना चािहए। हमारे
अ ा नारा था। इसने भाजपा को िपछले चुनाव म
कर रही थी और नोटबंदी व जीएसटी के बाद इसके
ह। उनकी िज़ंदगी म उथलपुथल मच गई। िबज़नेस
  
ा कर इकट्ठा करना, पैसा वसूलता ही सरकार

सबकुछ इसी एक सवाल की ओर ले जाता है। ा
हो गया है? ा ाचार के खलाफ लड़ाई सरकार
संकट से िसफ इसिलए गुजर रहे ह िक सरकार को
म। हजारो ंकरोड़ का कज माफ करने के बाद 
वसायी, ापारी उस सरकार से हताश ह, िजसका

िनचोड़ रहे ह। यहां तक िक झुकने वाले मीिडया 
कर रहे ह। जबिक हाल ही म िनयु  ए मं ी का
वाले भूखे तो नही ंमर रहे ह, िफर वे िकस चीज की

Powerful challenge 

Taking electricity to every household is a great idea. It will need to be done w
health of discoms 

Editorials 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has, on several occasions, emphasised universal access to electricity as a 
priority for his government. In his Independence Day speech in 2015, the PM promised that 18,500 
villages would receive electricity in the next 1,000 da
have been “electrified”. The speed with which the grid has reached these villages is impressive. However, 
the government’s record is sullied by the fact that reportedly more than a fourth of the househol
“electrified villages” do not have a power connection. The significance of the Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli 
Har Ghar Yojana, or the “Saubhagya” scheme, launched by the PM last week should be seen in this 
context. The scheme changes the metric for m
household-level.Beneficiaries for free electricity connections under the Saubhagya scheme would be 
identified using the Socio Economic and Caste Census (SECC) 2011 data. The scheme’s document al
notes that “Unelectrified households not covered under the SECC 2011 would also be provided electricity 
connections under the scheme on a payment of Rs 500, which shall be recovered by discoms in 10 
installments through electricity bills.” Free 
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व था म ाचार ब त गहराई तक जड़ जमाए है और
अब व  आगे बढ़ने का है। इससे त ाल ज री काम ह।
से नाखुश ह।  सैिनक नेट पर जाकर अपने काम की प र थितयों
दर नीचे आए। पशनर इसे ऊपर लाना चाहते ह। हर कही ं

आना चािहए। लेिकन, भारत को महाश  होना है, इसिलए 
हमारे जैसे जिटल देश म आम सहमित थािपत होना ब त
म जबद  जीत िदलाई। पर अब यह िघसािपटा जुमला लगता
इसके छानबीन जैसे तौर-तरीको ंसे छोटे और म वग य लोग

िबज़नेस पर बुरी मार पड़ी। उनके कमचारी अब बेरोजगार ह। ज

सरकार का एकमा  काम है? नोटबंदी, जीएसटी, िडिजटाइजेशन
ा सरकार पर पैसा इकट्ठा करने का इतना जुनून सवार

सरकार की झोली म और पैसा इकट्ठा करने का हथकंडा भर
को खच करने के िलए अिधक पॉकेट मनी द?साधारण नाग रक
 भी िकसान मंुह फुलाए बैठा है। अ सं क कट्टरवादी
िजसका उ ोनें खुले िदल से ागत िकया था। पशनरो ंम घबराहट

 ने भी श  गान बंद कर िदया है। बड़े िबज़नेस चुप है, एकदम
का दु ाहस तो देखो िक वह कह रहा है िक जो पेटोल-डीज़ल
की िशकायत कर रहे ह। अचानक 2019 के चुनावी चुनौितयां

                                                                                        

Taking electricity to every household is a great idea. It will need to be done w

has, on several occasions, emphasised universal access to electricity as a 
priority for his government. In his Independence Day speech in 2015, the PM promised that 18,500 
villages would receive electricity in the next 1,000 days. Two years later, nearly 14,500 of these villages 
have been “electrified”. The speed with which the grid has reached these villages is impressive. However, 
the government’s record is sullied by the fact that reportedly more than a fourth of the househol
“electrified villages” do not have a power connection. The significance of the Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli 
Har Ghar Yojana, or the “Saubhagya” scheme, launched by the PM last week should be seen in this 
context. The scheme changes the metric for measuring progress in electrification from the village to the 

Beneficiaries for free electricity connections under the Saubhagya scheme would be 
identified using the Socio Economic and Caste Census (SECC) 2011 data. The scheme’s document al
notes that “Unelectrified households not covered under the SECC 2011 would also be provided electricity 
connections under the scheme on a payment of Rs 500, which shall be recovered by discoms in 10 
installments through electricity bills.” Free — or subsidised — connections will take care of the last
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और इससे लड़ते रहने म आप ही 
ह। िकसानो ंकी आ ह ाएं थम 
प र थितयो ंके खलाफ िवरोध 

कही ं िहतो ंका टकराव है। िनयात 
 पए को ऊपर उठना होगा। 

ब त किठन है। ाचार से लड़ाई 
लगता है। सरकार कुछ ादा ही 
लोग आहत ए और अब वे  
ज  ही वे भी हो जाएंगे। 

िडिजटाइजेशन, आधार का अतािकक जुनून 
सवार है िक बाकी सब अ ासंिगक 

भर है? ा हम सब इस सारे 
नाग रक कंुिठत है। िव ाथ  गु े 

टरवादी गुटो ं से आशंिकत ह। छोटे 
घबराहट है, ोिंक बक उ  
एकदम चुप; देख और इंतजार 
डीज़ल पर बेतुके ऊंचे कर भरने 

चुनौितयां नाटकीय प से बढ़ गई ह। 
 

                                                               Date: 03-10-17 

Taking electricity to every household is a great idea. It will need to be done without imperiling the 

has, on several occasions, emphasised universal access to electricity as a 
priority for his government. In his Independence Day speech in 2015, the PM promised that 18,500 

ys. Two years later, nearly 14,500 of these villages 
have been “electrified”. The speed with which the grid has reached these villages is impressive. However, 
the government’s record is sullied by the fact that reportedly more than a fourth of the households in the 
“electrified villages” do not have a power connection. The significance of the Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli 
Har Ghar Yojana, or the “Saubhagya” scheme, launched by the PM last week should be seen in this 

easuring progress in electrification from the village to the 
Beneficiaries for free electricity connections under the Saubhagya scheme would be 

identified using the Socio Economic and Caste Census (SECC) 2011 data. The scheme’s document also 
notes that “Unelectrified households not covered under the SECC 2011 would also be provided electricity 
connections under the scheme on a payment of Rs 500, which shall be recovered by discoms in 10 

connections will take care of the last-mile 
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connectivity, often seen as among the biggest stumbling blocks to electricity access in the country. By 
roping in panchayats and other village-level institutions, the government aims to ensure that Saubhagya 
does not remain a top-down endeavour. However, the government hasn’t found a way out of the other 
major challenge that afflicts power supply in the country: An electricity connection does not always 
ensure quality power supply. The government’s claims of being power surplus notwithstanding, it is 
common knowledge that in many parts of the country, people face outages for several hours. 

Ensuring reliable supply requires improving the health of discoms. The UDAY scheme, launched in 2015, 
has made some headway in improving the finances of the state discoms. The losses registered by these 
companies have been more than 20 per cent less this year. It will be interesting to see how states square 
the Saubhagya scheme with the requirements of UDAY. Saubhagya grants them the leeway to lower 
tariffs to people covered under the scheme. But at the same time, UDAY makes it incumbent on the states 
to pay for all the future losses of discoms. It will be interesting to see how the states strike a balance 
between the imperatives of improving access and the demands of keeping the discoms in good health.

 

                                                                             Date: 03-10-17 

 The day after Catalonia’s vote 

 A conciliatory dialogue is still Madrid’s best option after the Catalan vote 

 EDITORIAL 

Catalonia’s defiant vote to secede from Spain is the culmination of Madrid’s costly miscalculations, with 
potentially serious ramifications for all of Europe. The referendum, marred by violence that left hundreds 
injured, has further eroded Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy’s authority to negotiate a settlement out of this 
impasse. When Catalonians voted overwhelmingly for separation three years ago in a non-binding 
exercise, Mr. Rajoy enjoyed a comfortable majority in the Spanish Parliament. Scotland’s vote just a few 
months earlier to remain in the U.K. may have given hope to Mr. Rajoy at the time that the crisis would 
somehow blow over. But in 2017, leading a minority government, he faces the crisis with his hands 
somewhat tied. Whatever the merits of his judgment calls in the run-up to the referendum and the police 
action on the day, the handling of this long-festering question by Mr. Rajoy, a veteran leader of the 
conservative People’s Party, has left much to be desired. Popular backing for separation in Catalonia 
reached a high point in the aftermath of the eurozone crisis. But it had appeared to wane in more recent 
times, despite the narrow 2015 election of a coalition in Catalonia committed to independence. 
Capitalising on the positive mood and engaging the secessionist forces politically would have been the 
obvious approach. But the centre-right government merely insisted repeatedly that the vote not take 
place. Mr. Rajoy was on record as saying there was no need to negotiate with a party that fell foul of the 
Spanish constitution, which prohibits attempts to undermine the nation’s indissoluble unity. 
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Once Spain’s highest court nullified the referendum, the government was evidently on a firm legal 
footing, emboldening Mr. Rajoy to do anything to stop the vote. In the run-up to the ‘plebiscite’, Catalonia 
was threatened with dire consequences for every euro of government funds that was diverted to the 
campaign. The confiscation of ballot papers and the blockade of polling stations further vitiated the 
atmosphere. The mood among moderate sections in Catalonia turned rapidly hostile, as citizens viewed 
the denial of their say on a question of sovereignty as an affront to their fundamental freedoms. 
Conversely, legislators in Barcelona dropped any pretence to democratic accountability by deciding on a 
course of unilateral independence, irrespective of the turnout in the vote. They had earlier side-stepped 
the opinion of the Council of Europe — the continent’s human rights body — that the referendum comply 
with Spain’s constitution. More striking is the lack of any clear programme for the region’s future, given 
the history of the self-determination demand. Catalan President Carles Puigdemont tried to lower 
tensions by saying he did not have in mind a “traumatic” separation from Spain and sought a new 
understanding. It is in both Madrid’s and Barcelona’s interest to begin a meaningful dialogue to contain 
the damage.

 

Date: 03-10-17 

The numbers game: IMD forecast for farmers 

The India Meteorological Department needs to better tailor its forecast for farmers 

EDITORIAL 

With the India Meteorological Department getting its monsoon forecast wrong this year, its modelling has 
necessarily come under the spotlight. In April, the IMD had predicted “near normal”, or 96%, rains and 
then upgraded the figure to 98% a couple of months later. These percentages refer to the proportion of 
rains to 89 cm, a 50-year average of monsoon rains. However, the country finally ended up with “below 
normal” rains (that is, less than 96% of the 50-year long period average). In itself, this is not a problem. 
Crop sowing is expected to be only a little less than last year, which saw a record harvest, with more 
districts posting deficient rain. Better drought management has over the years weakened the link 
between rain shortfall and food production, but the IMD continues to persevere with the meaningless 
practice of assigning a catch-all number to the quantum of rain expected during the monsoon. While 
initially conceived as a measure to bring rigour to the task of warning the government about a drought or 
weak rains, it has now become a numbers exercise, couched in statistical error margins and pedantic 
definitions, to ward off blame for getting its forecast wrong. While a single number, 96 or 95, has the 
power to brand rainfall as “near” or “below” normal, the IMD never admits to being in error. It relies on 
the security of generous error margins. Thus, a 98% forecast, say, implies a range from 94% to 102% and 
so could span “below normal” to “above normal”. 

The fallout of focussing on numbers to gauge a phenomenon as geographically and quantitatively varied 
as the Indian monsoon is that it has ripple effects of tricking everyone from policymakers to the stock 
markets that a ‘normal’ monsoon implies all will be well with rainfall distribution. So this year’s floods in 
Mumbai, Assam and Bihar, and the months-long drought in Karnataka and Vidarbha were all merged 
under an umbrella number. The Indian monsoon has over the centuries stayed remarkably consistent at 
around 89 cm during the monsoon months, give or take 10%. The challenge lies in capturing intra-
seasonal variation or forecasting a sudden change in global weather (such as typhoons) that can affect 



 
rainfall over specific districts. Therefore, simply getting these blanket four
really help. While more and more farmers are opting for crop 
mobile phones — to news on weather patterns, what they seek are localised, actionable inputs to guide 
them on sowing or harvesting decisions. The IMD is increasingly relying on supercomputers and 
sophisticated models to warn of weather changes at the district level. These localised estimates aim to 
warn of threatening weather — and are operationally useful 
jugglery. The IMD must give momentum to this shift.

ऐसे तो न बच पाएंगी 

पंकज चतु ेदी 

चुके ह; लेिकन भीड़-तं  के सामने िकसे परवाह
बहने वाली यमुना का देवी ितमाओ ंने दम िनकाल

दूर-दूर तक नदी म तेल की परत, रंग, कपड़ो,ं लकड़ी
तक नदी को मृत बना रही है। पूजा म इ ेमाल 
िनयंत बोड ारा िद ी म यमुना नदी का अ यन
है। बोड के िन ष के मुतािबक नदी के पानी म 
है। कोलकाता के गली तट पर हालात लगभग 
ितमाएं नदी के जल को पूरे साल के िलए जहरीला
चतुथ , िव कमा पूजा, दुगा पूजा, ल ी पूजा, काली
मजबूर कर िदया जाता है। 
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rainfall over specific districts. Therefore, simply getting these blanket four-month forecasts right doesn’t 
really help. While more and more farmers are opting for crop insurance and have far greater access 

to news on weather patterns, what they seek are localised, actionable inputs to guide 
them on sowing or harvesting decisions. The IMD is increasingly relying on supercomputers and 

dels to warn of weather changes at the district level. These localised estimates aim to 
and are operationally useful — rather than reduce rain to numerical 

jugglery. The IMD must give momentum to this shift.

                                                                                       

सभी को पता है िक बंुदेलखंड एक बार िफर
बढ़ रहा है, इसके बावजूद गत एक महीने से वहां
को जहरीला बनाने म समाज ने कोई कोर-कसर
िफर दुगा िवसजन और तािजये। हालांिक बंुदेलखंड
थापना की कोई परंपरा नही ंरही है, लेिकन बाजारवाद
के बल पर अकेले छतरपुर िजले म 300 से अिधक
बैठाई गई, यह सं ा अभी आठव दशक तक 
अजीब िवड ना है िक जो नेता अभी एक
सूखा  घेिषत करने की मांग पर दशन कर
बांधे सूख रहे तालाब-निदयो ंम देवी ितमा का
समझना ज री है िक एनजीटी से ले कर अदालत
ह िक जल-िनिधयो ंम ितमा-िवसजन गैरकानूनी
की बात’ म ा र ऑफ पे रस की ितमाओं

परवाह होती है कानून की। बंुदेलखंड तो ब त दूर है। देश की
काल िदया है। यहां बस अ े  के करीब कुदेिशया और गीता घाट

लकड़ी का ढेर है। मूितयां बनाने म लगा ा र ऑफ पे रस
 फूल और फलो ंके सड़ने से बदबू दूर तक लोगो ंकी सांस

अ यन इस संबंध म आंख खोलने वाला रहा है िक िकस तरह 
 पारा, िनकल, ज ा, लोहा, आसिनक जैसी भारी धातुओ ंका
 ऐसे ही ही ह। उ र बंगाल म महानंदा व उसकी सहायक

जहरीला कर देती ह। हाल ही म ई बरसात से जैसे ही नदी
काली पूजा और भंडारी पूजा के नाम पर मूितयो ंव पूजा साम ी
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month forecasts right doesn’t 
insurance and have far greater access — via 

to news on weather patterns, what they seek are localised, actionable inputs to guide 
them on sowing or harvesting decisions. The IMD is increasingly relying on supercomputers and 

dels to warn of weather changes at the district level. These localised estimates aim to 
rather than reduce rain to numerical 
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िफर भयंकर जल-संकट की ओर 
वहां के रहे-बचे जल-संसाधनो ं

कसर नही ंछोड़ी। पहले गणपित, 
बंुदेलखंड म गणिपत या दुगा पूजा 
बाजारवाद और चार मा मो ं
अिधक थान पर दुगा ितमा 
 पांच भी नही ं आ करती थी। 

एक स ाह पहले इलाके को 
कर रहे थे, वे ही भगवा फटका 
का िवसजन कर रहे थे। यह भी 
अदालत तक ताकीद करती रही 

गैरकानूनी है, धानमं ी अपने ‘‘मन 
ितमाओ ंके बिह ार की अपील कर 

की राजधानी िद ी के बीच से 
घाट का नजारा भयावह है। 

पे रस की कीचड़ कई िकलोमीटर 
सांस फूला रही है। क ीय दूषण 

 नदी का पानी दूिषत हो रहा 
का अनुपात िदनोिंदन बढ़ रहा 

सहायक निदयो ंम हर साल तीन लाख 
नदी म नया जल आता है गणोश 
साम ी से नदी को हांफने पर 
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उ र देश के मु मं ी योगी जी के शहर गोरखपुर म शासन ने अदालती आदेश के चलते ितमा िवसजन के िलए कृि म कंुड 
बनवाए थे, लेिकन जबरई से धमभी ओ ंने 6500 से ादा ितमाएं रा ी नदी म ही िवसिजत की।ं जमशेदपुर म सुवणरेखा, खरकई 
नदी व अ  घाटो ंपर आ था के अवशेष िबखरे पड़े ह। पूजन साम ी, भगवान पर चढ़े कपड़े, चुनरी, कला घट, दीया, फोटो, छोटी-बड़ी 
सैकड़ो ंमूितयो ंके िलए बनाए गए (बांस-लकड़ी के र) आिद दूषण बढ़ा रहे ह। सबसे अिधक गंदगी सुवणरेखा नदी घाट िकनारे 
िदख रही है। अनुमान है िक हर साल देश म इन तीन महीनो ंके दौरान 10 लाख से ादा ितमाएं बनती ह और इनम से 90 फीसद 
ा र ऑफ पे रस की होती है। इस तरह देश के ताल-तलैया, निदयो-ंसमु  म न े िदनो ंम कई सौ टन ा र ऑफ पे रस, 

रासायिनक रंग, पूजा साम ी िमल जाती है। पीओपी ऐसा पदाथ है, जो कभी समा  नही ंहोता है। इससे वातावरण म दूषण बढ़ने की 
संभावना ब त अिधक है। ा र ऑफ पे रस, कै शयम स े ट हेमी हाइडेट होता है, जो िक िज म (कै शयम स े ट िडहाइडेट) 
से बनता है। चंूिक ादातर मूितयां पानी म न घुलने वाले ा र ऑफ पे रस से बनी होती ह, उ  िवषैले एवं पानी म न घुलने वाले नन 
बायोिड ेडेबेल रंगो ंम रंगा जाता है, इसिलए हर साल इन मूितयो ंके िवसजन के बाद पानी की बायोलॉिजकल ऑ ीजन िडमांड तेजी 
से घट जाती है, जो जल-ज  जीवो ंके िलए कहर बनता है। देश के हर क े-टोले के जल संसाधनो ंके यह दुखद हालात तब ह, जब 
देश म िम ड-कॉल मार कर निदयो ंकी सफाई के संक  के बड़े-बड़े िव ापन छप रहे ह। ता अिभयान के नाम पर खूब नारे लगे, 
लेिकन जब आ था के सवाल आए तो कृित, पयावरण, कानून के सवाल गौण हो गए। पव- ोहारो ंको अपने मूल प म अ ु  
रखने की िज ेदारी समाज की है। इस अनुशासन के बल पर ही दूषण को कम िकया जा सकता है। 

 


