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Police modernisation is a welcome shift
ET Editorials

The Cabinet decision to move ahead with the police modernisation scheme with an enhanced central
share of resources is welcome. The scheme focuses on improving police mobility, weapons, equipment,
training infrastructure, computerisation, forensic science facilities and a crime and criminal tracking
network. Effectively implemented, the scheme has potential to make the police force more effective. What
the police force needs even more is structural change to free it from political interference and
accountable, simultaneously, to the executive, the human rights watchdog and an oversight committee of
the legislature.

There is a need to address the huge manpower deficiencies: there is a shortfall of nearly 25 per cent
compared to the sanctioned strength. There is a need to separate the functions of investigation and
maintaining law and order. An augmented police force and the separation of functions will pave the way
for improving the manner in which communities and police interact with each other. Improved
community-police relations can help improve safety levels, and help instil people’s faith in the police
force. These measures together with improved communication and forensic science facilities will help
radically alter the police force.But perhaps the most difficult reform measure would be to ensure that the
police has autonomy from the political class. The government would do well to refer to the roadmap for
reforms put forward by the Supreme Court in 2006. It called for setting up institutions like the state
security commission, police establishment board and complaints authority in the states.The ethos of the
police has to conclusively shift from subjugation of colonial subjects to providing security to citizens,
working with them. The key lies in political reform.
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Shame is lame

Increase toilet coverage only by consensual not coercive means

TOI Editorials
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Five states - Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and Haryana - have
declared their urban areas open defecation
free (ODF). These claims will be scrutinised
but the important point is that public
discourse and government involvement in
sanitation and eliminating open defecation
have soared since Swachh Bharat Mission
(SBM) was launched three years ago. In
India, 48% of children under 5 are
malnourished - with poor hygiene,
sanitation and water supply causing
diarrhoea, which is blamed for 50% of child
malnutrition. So the importance of ending
open defecation cannot be overstated.

Toilet coverage in India was just 38% in 2014, and official statistics show this has risen to 68% now with
5 crore toilets built and 2.5 lakh villages and 214 districts declared ODF. These lofty claims are marred by
reports of low toilet use among some sections of the neo-converts and the use of coercion. The former
indicates that the “triggering” process, which aims to change social behaviour through sanitation activists
visiting villages to highlight evils of open defecation leading to people themselves demanding toilets, has
loopholes and needs sustained monitoring. Moreover, states like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Odisha and J&K
with low toilet coverage are lagging much behind others.

As for coercion, it is antithetical to the idea of a collaborative and consensual approach to ending open
defecation which SBM promised. Open defecation has continued for long in India and the sudden
recourse to naming and shaming, fining and disrobing, reported from different states is a gross violation
of SBM guidelines. Those continuing with this unhygienic practice may be doing so for a variety of
reasons: poverty, lack of awareness, damage to toilet, no water availability or just an inability to shake off
an ingrained habit.

With so much top-level political commitment invested in SBM there is temptation among local politicians
and bureaucrats to deploy punitive measures. They must not lose sight of the SBM goal of restoring
human dignity. The urgency to meet the 2019 goal of universal toilet coverage must not lead to a
situation where toilets are poorly constructed, deserving beneficiaries are overlooked, and verification of
construction and usage is given the short shrift. Even as more toilets get built Indian cities are in crying
need of solid waste management. SBM must focus its attention in this direction too.
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Save our rivers

India is heading for a grave water crisis, it must take remedial measures urgently

TOI Editorials

It is on the banks of its rivers that India’s
civilisation and its cities emerged and were
nurtured. Population pressures and
developmental imperatives may have led to
overexploitation of our rivers and
groundwater, but poor planning and wilful
neglect breaking the organic links between
rivers, nature and people is no longer
acceptable. India is heading for a grave water
crisis and remedial measures cannot be
postponed. Irrigation accounts for nearly 80%
of water demand followed by drinking needs,
industry and energy sector. On the demand side
mitigatory steps like changing cropplng patterns, curbing wasteful practices, and promoting renewable
energy must be stepped up.One clear indicator of strain is annual per capita water availability. This was
5177 cubic metres in 1951 which declined to 1545 cubic metres in 2011, against the international
threshold for water stress pegged at 1700 cubic metres. However, National Institute of Hydrology pegs
India’s utilisable per capita water availability at just 938 cubic metres in 2010, and expects this to drop to
814 cubic metres by 2025.

Among the solutions proposed to rejuvenate rivers is their interlinking so that surplus in one river can
be transferred to another. The science behind this is very dubious. Yet governments appear keen to pilot
such expensive engineering feats. The Rs 18,000 crore Ken-Betwa interlinking project could destroy
10,000 hectares of forests, with nearly half of that in the Panna Tiger Reserve. Forests are of course
critical catchment areas for rain-fed rivers. It's best to avoid such schemes that could do more harm than
good.In safer waters, the Rally for Rivers campaign has proposed that a one kilometre wide belt along
river banks be reserved for generating tree cover. The Compensatory Afforestation Fund Act will make Rs
6,000 crore available annually to state governments, atop a corpus of Rs 42,000 crore that went unspent
for years. These monies could be devoted to firm up tree cover along the rivers, which would deliver
environmental, social and economic benefits. Pollution of rivers through discharge of industrial effluents,
municipal waste and generation of thermal energy must also be checked. The Centre’s Namami Gange
programme must deliver results soon. Much onus is also on state governments as water is a state subject.
Act now or prepare for desertification.
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Service For Swachhata

In three years, Swachh Bharat Mission has become a mass movement.
Parameswaran lyer

In the run up to the third anniversary of the Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) on Gandhi Jayanti, the prime
minister called for an accelerated, nation-wide campaign termed Swachhata Hi Seva, from September 15
to October 2. He made an appeal to all Indians to put in a burst of energy during this 18-day period by
way of shramdan for swachhata, and thereby give a fillip to the SBM’s efforts to achieve an open
defecation free (ODF) and Clean India by October 2, 2019, the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi.After the PM launched the ambitious five-year SBM programme in October 2014, the accelerated
strategy adopted to achieve this goal was a distinct departure from the drip-drip approach which the
country had followed till then. In the three years since the SBM was launched, significant progress has
been made, with rural sanitation coverage increasing from 39 per cent to 70 per cent. As many as 250
million people, almost equal to the population of Indonesia, have stopped defecating in the open since the
SBM began. Usage of the toilets built is over 90 per cent, according to a survey by the Quality Council of
India. Good progress is also being made in urban areas.

But every successful time-bound programme needs to be fuelled by spurts of momentum to take it to the
next level. The SBM is presently at an inflection point. Now is the time for a momentum shift to make
everyone rededicate themselves to the cause of cleanliness. The prime minister’s call for Swachhata Hi
Seva in the fortnight running upto Gandhi Jayanti has been met with an unprecedented response and has
the potential to push sanitation and cleanliness over the tipping point to a self-sustaining trajectory.The
President of India administered the Swachhata Hi Seva pledge to all Indians on September 15 at an event
in rural Kanpur. Since then, we have seen mass mobilisation for swachhata like we have never seen
before. In the past two weeks, over 2.5 crore people have participated in the movement across the
country through some form of shramdan. People have come together and cleaned public places like bus
stands, railway stations, parks, monuments and places of historical and cultural importance. People also
helped to construct twin-pit toilets for those who were unable to do so themselves.

Through the fortnight, and especially on September 17, seva diwas, several cabinet ministers, chief
ministers, state ministers, MPs, MLAs and sarpanches offered shramdan. The vice president too joined an
ODF declaration event in Karnataka on September 26. The PM himself offered shramdan for the
construction of a twin-pit toilet in a village in his parliamentary constituency Varanasi on September 23,
setting an example for every Indian.Movie stars, sports personalities, corporates, artists and faith leaders
have offered shramdan in different parts of urban and rural India. The Ministry of Drinking Water and
Sanitation, along with the Indian Railways, also did its bit by participating in a cleanliness drive at the
Nizamuddin Railway Station. Perhaps the most inspirational contribution to the Swachhata Hi Seva
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movement came from the officers and jawans of the Indian Army at the Siachen glacier, who carried out a
cleanliness drive at the world’s highest battleground.

Schoolchildren and youth groups like the NCC, NSS and Nehru Yuvak Kendra have led the movement.
Young people have come out in large numbers and taken swachhata pledges, held cleanliness drives,
swachhata rallies and have written essays, drawn paintings and short films on Swachh Bharat. A
whopping 2.6 crore essays and three crore paintings on the theme of swachhata for the national Swachh
Bharat competition were received through the Department of School Education. Three lakh short films
were also received, mainly from NCC cadets.The Swachhata Hi Seva campaign has re-invigorated the
spirit of swachhata in everyone’s heart, harking back to the moment the PM announced the mission from
the ramparts of the Red Fort on August 15, 2014. It has already succeeded in making SBM a true jan
andolan. The fortnight concludes today, the third anniversary of the SBM, with the giving away of the
National Swachh Bharat Awards by the PM. Stellar contributions to Swachhata Hi Seva will also be
recognised.There are still two years to go before the Swachh Bharat Mission concludes. Let us all build on
the immense momentum and energy generated by crores of Indians during the Swachhata Hi Seva
fortnight and continue to make our individual contributions, however small, towards a clean India.

THE HINDU

Date: 02-10-17

For a knowledge economy

India needs to do more than just pour money into higher education institutions
Meeta Rajivlochan & Rajivlochan

India plans to pump in over 10,000 crore to build 20 world-class higher education institutions.
However, for knowledge to translate into a wealthy society, we need to do more than just this; we need to
create a conducive knowledge ecosystem, which is currently missing from our national plans. Institutions
of higher education help in creating such an ecosystem, and improve a nation’s productivity and
wealth.By the 1960s, American economists such as Kenneth Arrow and Robert Solow had begun to notice
that growth and productivity could not be explained only by capital and labour. This differential they
attributed to the knowledge content of an economy. Today, knowledge-intensive and high-technology
industries contribute the most to long-term growth. It is no accident that the U.S. accounts for 33% of
global output of knowledge-intensive services, China 10%, but India only 2%. In high-technology
manufacturing, India barely exists.

It is here that institutions step in. The creation of a knowledge ecosystem that allows for robust
institutions that focus on information gathering, planning, research, teaching, credit supply, and ensuring
that people are filled with hope rather than derision for the society in which they live will make a society
wealthier. Institutions can generate an ecosystem for innovation in many ways: by providing access to
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knowledge capital, an atmosphere of inquiry, and an experimental environment where those ideas can be
tested. Given that the success rate of ideas is rather low, ideas need to be tested constantly. Funding
enters the picture only after all this is done. For reality testing, we need collaboration between academic
researchers and the users of that knowledge, industry, and government. It is this interface that is rather
weak in India.The heartening thing is that even with a rather low funding to research as percentage of
GDP, with very few Indians taking to formal learning and research, India still accounted for 4.4% of the
global output of science research publications in 2013. Translating this research into technology remains
the weak link. For that to happen, the latest suggestion in the choice-based credit system is to include
project work at all levels in higher education institutions.

We also need to ensure ease in movement of personnel between universities and industry. However,
there are two obstacles in facilitating this. One, outdated service conditions in the government sector
discriminate against people who make such lateral shifts. Two, completely artificial labels exist that
distinguish between private and government-owned entities in funding for higher education. Institutions
like the Indian Institute of Science, the Indian Institutes of Technology, and Christian Medical College and
Hospital, Vellore are all proof that that such categories make little difference to the quality of research
and graduate outcomes. We need to provide more autonomy to public institutions in hiring and firing
people. And once an institution is given a grant, we need to ensure that it is utilised for the purpose given.
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