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Show and tell

Drafting an actual Uniform Civil Code will give people better idea of what to expect
TOI Editorials

Considerable political energy has been expended in highlighting social injustices due to the absence of a
Uniform Civil Code. But the same vigour is missing when it comes to legislating UCC. For an issue
festering so long, discourse has not progressed yet to drafting actual UCCs for jurists, lawmakers and
citizens to weigh in on. In their absence public opinion is often shaped by ignorance and polarised views:
barbs that one community is being exempted from equality before law and scaremongering on the other
end that UCC will infringe upon religious freedoms.

From shoot ‘n’ scoot strategies — using UCC as a convenient peg to beat up on one’s political enemies - it
is now time to progress to show and tell.The Union government is awaiting a Law Commission report on
UCC pitched as a “comprehensive exercise of the revision and reform of family law”. UCC will conflict with
Sharia and even the government codified laws of Hindus, Christians, Sikhs, Jains and Parsis. Many women
are still unable to exercise their rights under these codified laws. So the danger of UCC sliding off the
reform agenda is very real.Central to piloting UCC is consensus that religious personal laws cannot
dictate or regulate matters of marriage, divorce, alimony and inheritance. Can a BJP-led government
overcome conservative opposition to conceive a “secular” law that enforces complete separation between
state and religion, as many Western nations have done?

Those who argue this is not practicable in India suggest that equal rights for women can be achieved
through legal pluralism and personal law reform. For example, Bharatiya Muslim Mahila Andolan, a
petitioner in the triple talaq case, wants government to codify Muslim personal law first as it did for other
communities.It is not that UCC models do not exist. The Special Marriage Act 1954 already governs
matters of marriage, divorce, and alimony outside the pale of personal laws. There is no reason why the
age of consent, restrictions on polygamy, grounds for divorce, or rules for inheritance should differ for
religious denominations. Over time the evolution of religion in patriarchal societies created unequal laws.
While waiting for the Law Commission report, government and civil society can get to work to codify a
UCC. The issue needs informed debate, not politicking and tu tu main main.
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Growth implies some rise in inequality
ET Editorials

Income inequality in India has been sharply on the rise,
particularly since the early eighties, when growth began to
accelerate, says a paper by French economists Thomas
Piketty and Lucas Chancel. The top 1% of Indians corner
22% of the income, on par with their share in the 1930s,
the duo find. Ishan Anand and Anjana Thampi, two young
scholars from Jawaharlal Nehru University, had reported,
in their December 2016 article in the Economic and
Political Weekly, that asset inequality has worsened
significantly over 1992-2012, accelerating since 2002.
Growing inequality is a reality not just in India but much of
the world. The question is, what should be done about it?

In India, about 16% of the population belong to the scheduled castes (SCs), for long condemned to
perform the lowest-earning jobs, generation after generation. Tribal people comprise 7% of the
population, not just outside mainstream development but often bearing the brunt of such development,
by having to give up their land to make way for dams, mines, plantations and new urbanisation, and,
more often than not, neither compensated nor rehabilitated adequately.

It would be surprising only if this structural inequality did not show up in who earns incomes and builds
up assets, as growth picks up. Yet, the reality offers grounds for optimism. The India Human Development
Report 2011 showed progress among most deprived groups — the SCs, scheduled tribes and minorities
— except for the tribes of central India. For a country at India’s stage of development, raising absolute
levels of income at the bottom of the pyramid is primary. Fast growth is a necessary condition, and over
2003-11 saw a steep fall in poverty. But fast growth also raises income inequality.The point is not to
retard growth to curb inequality but to invest in infrastructure and human capacity to allow the less well-
off to take part in growth. Policy has been seeking to achieve precisely this, through financial inclusion,
better schooling and healthcare, skill development and enabling broadband. More needs to be done, both
to accelerate growth and broaden participation.

2



&
N'-F www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (18-Sep-17)

Date: 18-09-17

Mystery of shrinking female workforce
ET Editorials

A recent report by the World Bank’s Luis Andrés and four
coauthors shows India’s growth does not create enough jobs
for women. Worse, over the years, the percentage of working-
age women who can find jobs has fallen precariously. Now, a
mere 27.4% of rural and urban women get work, compared to
43% a decade ago. Women's unemployment is more miserable
only in Pakistan (25%) and the Arab nations (23%). In
contrast, nearly 80% of women in Nepal have jobs, as do 64%
of their Chinese sisters, 57.4% in Bangladesh and 56.3% in the
US.

There are multiple reasons. The good one is that more women
stay on in school/college. But unemployment is growing across all levels of education. Caste does not
explain it: both Dalit and upper-caste women are increasingly jobless. Nor does marriage: both married
and unmarried women have dropped out from the labour market. A part of the explanation would be the
prejudice against manual work: as incomes rise, women of the family stop working outside the home.
Real rural wages went up steadily over 2006-14, before beginning to fall. Rising levels of insecurity work
against women taking up jobs that entail late hours. Many women work in sectors that are invisible to
formal data: stitching clothes, making pickles and paper bags, on a piece-rate basis. These informal jobs
are invisible to data collectors, on par with domestic work and care-giving for the young and the old.
Workforce safety and predatory contractors are bigger deterrents for women than men.But the biggest
culprit is the sharp decline in overall employment growth from 2% annually through 2001-11 to about
1% since. With so few jobs, men grab the few available opportunities, closing the door further on women.
Creating more and better-paying jobs is the solution.
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