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"The Economic 'Times Date: 16-08-17
Welcome move on commercial coal mining

ET Editorials

We welcome the opening up of domestic coal
for commercial mining. This is one piece of
reform that is entirely to this government’s
credit. One can crib that it comes late in the
day after fossil fuels have fallen firmly into
disfavour. But, with some of the world’s
largest reserves of coal, India needed to
remove the self-inflicted constraint of an
inefficient state monopoly to avoid coal
imports. Unions are hostile to the move but
should be made to see reason. It is necessary
to draw up modern safety codes and a credible
scheme for its enforcement, to get the unions
on board.

Instead of captive mining of coal characterised by rigidities and diseconomies, commercial mining that
seeks multiple customers would unlock economies of scale and would be very much in the national
interest. Ten coal blocks across four states have been identified for commercial mining, although no
timeline has been set for their auction. Note that following the Supreme Court’s order of September 2014
cancelling allocation of 214 captive coal mines, and the passage of the Coal Mines (Special Provisions)
Act, 2015, some 45 coal blocks were auctioned off in three phases. But the mines allocated were all very
much for captive use, and several of them are yet to be worked.Coal will remain India’s main source of
commercial energy in the medium term. Hence the pressing need to put in place norms for safe and
efficient mining, evacuation and beneficiation of coal, with least damage to the environment. In tandem,
we need to boost thermal efficiency and mandate ultra-super critical and advanced ultra-super critical
boiler technology. India must pursue clean coal technologies, including coal gasification and ‘quick starts’
in thermal plants, for better systemic integration with renewable energy.
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R AT g R IiaAATe Y drehe

AR seTa Ty RfF Teat
¢ oA W o F dmee e A
"o 1796 H Hr| frdy F SHAT TUGAT T
ar foedll & @arer 3o A FT Gl A W
GRS | fawfld gfaar # ar 3@ oa
AATT P STPI AW dob 33T I
RS # Ig 3T it AT urr S Rfhear
Folr &1 W O 93 IR F 38 Rifrcas &
3R 3FF ¥ SR AaEa Rifecas .
Seoll oATH & & AN 39S e FU
SHAT F AE TeHl ST FAUT §1 AR
#H TE Bolpel W & 3R e WHR 39 e Gl i #Acg off S §1 3Gy (mgde, T 3R arepfas
Rifhcar, e, ey 3R gifAAd) ST 3aEI0T g1 §AR & # SHHI HAolleh 35 Wollellh ol HRA
H AT & AnOadar 1 aoig o I gl var safav § ife I8 geufd 60 & 0 oel & fau
g S AR e #T g & ME whe MfAAT gHAT YF W A §1 FE eAf@en A d eI B
I HIS A Al Ao AT aAfdhed PR 39! oorar § & 317 8 g @ 81 gady a1d s Fig
qhdTe FEl BT Siafh ETSl gars AT Aed TARhedr @1 yad X fG@ Hehar ¥ FAT gH @A
HAGRIT aTell & &= Yoh &1 Tg A 3= &1 & 8 o) ghell 81 WA o JermdeT 3R g fasme &
& #H| 3 fRelt off 3meR & aRAeEr @1 o ST 3R @t 91 3R Sde F@e & wIEa 3
SMEa| 56 |ocllg JUHHEN g A AR AT F e RS e 3pACEe-HIS e ¢ &
IMURRIT W o agr AAf@er are] g1 7| &d A 3R 3f&aerar 3N 7 Fudr @ ar drer #gd
T Ie feeTa §U FeT b $T 3FH ToId R HMAF Hehe, 3hrel AR @A HT RIGR & I A1 Iogiad
ogl foh golc o o Tl Afhel WS 3TeITar &1 Bl SHAT dhodell X olioTe| W & el Fg 3R
gl O S| FAT ART SHHT SIS 38T Tohdl &, FAT Ig <Idg &, T 5H/ To=nm s e @
FASCRT 8T EEI? FSH ST el $& 50 & H WHA S & S <21 A 17,000 ARG Yord
G § 3R &oF AR duedt @ W § & FAr & F Joie ¢F & AT AT e wfgw? F 9@ over § S
Repd Fa @ & & T 1971 & a1 S & AT Y ’™Fpas afa A8 ar B
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e s 3Tk Golid Ig § b gars ImAT &7 feohe Sell HEA gl W Hell Jole oA & eehe @leT
GUIM? TE o1 &Y Pl 3 @ & (& gas The & qA # FAl Fad FAsflaxor & Teld 318 § Fifw
AT 3R Mg w&r g1 foAeT=r & mfaeatdl 3R 7T WERT Wca F Feho Hod d6IR & g1 #
3TMT34T\TW§34TI §ATS THT T STIEET AThd ATl el g1 Je¥gTd, 8¢ &1 gRags ATl Hr TR
Hﬁlﬁfﬁwmwﬁwma@m@?ﬁsﬁwwmmlWmﬁq‘lﬁd?amql
#eratad HarA I8 A Fer f @fafa @efeor ik aREufeaal & @ gt & dfoe & f@ers g
golc ST T T e aTed A @ ¢ 3T A R s g Seen AR 7 & gole ¢ w fanwan
FH BNl 7 & 9 HE ToAd FTH & Hed H deod IR AgAHOT H Gl 1 €A H W@ @ ¢l A
FIEA 3Tl Hel dTell PRI R TSHABI T FATAT T §Y ddooll =16l ¢ & ol TgT do Hel o @l ¢
50 AT & ToIT a1 A & IO W o7 3T FHOT §5 &I L Hohdl ol &2 o HUSH IRG JT3AT l
ST P AAA & ¥ ST o PS T IR qE AN ¥ A XA & v ¥l T § MR F Fipor
Yord @l A YE fhar AR S G 1995-99 & fAfdeT sahdl & HGRISE & Jar qRdgel #HA & & H Hs-
QU T L fRAT AT a« ol oI & vfafshad dmEe 3| e m or R gEd qAfeRer AR EReEy
Gl T $RY 3T BT 37T §H 5ol 9T @l I dhedal Y AT X Hhd| SA H T3, T3,
EEATART U IR W §a7 Ugoll TFHIAd SH &1F H dof SAArdr JfAAT & forw IRom 57 Iram [IRATST=T
S gl agRl T Ak A BT S &1 W] SHHT ANEdeh ofreT el R fewdr ¥ veEvEd A qor & fis
M HIS H1 faohed F=1 fGAT| I 319 SEN, FAaraR IR 7 AHIeTGEUT HT e o1 Tohl ¢ $HA 3RET So”
T Fafed AfFT Fr g1 Fiwor Yo g1 &1 7RG § 3R IH & 1@ I FH Sgera@r M| 3rda # Al
3T off IE I HIAT ATl I8 fRAT 92 3R Agccarmiel aRASTAT FI B F T W & WIRST I &l
ar| vk fhemr g ol & R S o o ARl IREIST P TAle IR & §U FET AT T IHE IegA
& Holaeh f@ged=l # Ao 50,000 & 31f¥h wR g0 Whaft| g Aed iR NAR wgd & FR
S @ E A AR B AT SRIA? S A1 hI HASGRIYAS ST [T IAT| 3HTST 20 argel &1 v faea
ofFd &1 a¥ 2016-17 & ¢or 7 30 om@ & 318 FR FFr 3R 7.5 @ R AIAT ¥ T 17GHIRE F
gaTS 37831 & TASIAUT &l IR Tl & 98T B oW | PN Fdfeddr & fAsior & Farenfas are favrer
& I A, Sd ¥ ST &TACT, FaEa T Fell e 3l uge] W &1 3T Hws, ool 3R
ST H &THAAT ¥ SAer I § 3R S o @ fAEIR & W@ ¢ gars &7 A FeeEd 30T AR AT
Rt & 9T Felt, T ST & 9T ST AHT AT @ Thd A ool gas 3733 & fiohe el TWIRITALST &l
as At grdft sgat @RS & fgam am@r o)

feoel ga1$ 3158 & Aoioor W dAwey H RO w=t & Wr o, 39 397 off Fa F15 Gies 7871 I &
AT geltel fgoell AT & o off Foaar A el of1 3na 11 e & A &1 W § 3 oo 7 sw
dter =TT @ @ @ gifecuoh: aREes fadwer 3R AmgImedt diher faAer Algd & HeT 2002 F &Er 4,
‘A A& o9 foh FeT 2021 F wiwial TWOT QU gl Ak Al a1 T FHA|' S AAG F IfAdd |
H1 ol S g8 B1 HeS @ foieh 1 Sigr @ el d U g aeo ol @ | gwfar-aiar iR ae-
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ﬁq@wmaﬁgmﬁ%ﬁﬁwmmmwmm?W|msﬁqﬁaﬂaﬁ
3R SGIT ST T@T & 3R AT Alel F SE QTGRS H FIRAHA HT Teh Sl STl AHAT § ASTUTAT T
Ta ol TH AE 58 ool gars 3138 Sl aTel 3716 ol & UsTATT & & RT &l Siisel arell q=rdm I
AT TG Ueh HT TEAT &1 $HS NS Teh 3fedehe! dolg Tg o ¢ T qd Usgufd IR dehedAal 7 ol &
Teh dlehcda] §Hg ¥ R A drer A or & 38 9grel & 18 887 Seen 5 W ol Tl Helrs
AR oo ATl T& & T F MR 3qar gATATT IR RAEAR wer 73 w1 g Reh-oag ik Reeh-
AR TSTAFEI T BF ol dlell ST S @1 g1 316 ol arell [Geell-a[salia ASTAET [ gled & ugel &
OICT Usal o g1 PR Ygol S8 3016 o &l 12 ofed & Sellel T T T Yehr Y| FEY aote & &
aer # AT & N HA Teldl & War &l BRI A 1 Aot THAERGd G g1 Fole ooT H
38T a1 I8 ¢ T aRASAr F AIFer ST & g1y QeI AT TER F R drg it T g eifcheT I8
IR & o Fehd 3HH AT HR IR A A Wl HRAT 97T SA gl Ig a1 S9R ¢ o 380
YA THRT gfaeeedr & gty a& e fo=r g

‘ g Date: 16-09-17

AR §$He § IR T 1 Fald!

g¥ dt ua

Ufgedr FaeAET w1 FFen G gfdfeer 9eier giar o1 @1 &1 5§ #AFS H Sa # ARA o 31 g g
Ufeaar AifH RS &1 AGT S FRAAT A0 &1 AT dd JUHHA g HAEl & FAR R 7 T
T or foh g USIAT Ser I S R T el UTeAih Bl AR ee et & orer Hfolel TEreT
STEIoTeE FA e TS §? T8 Seieleg 3l off el ug W & 3N sHe uar sEd welar ¥ & T 3%
7§ Tl 7g TUSE o W@ fF 9 AU T F 3T AT ROTTA B TNBR A BN T g@d IR a8
PTG HETER 3T 3o7 RO &Y Igd T HST W &1 AT & A1 FAAR THR  Aref 3meirer=r
¥ FT W & ARAT TAAAT FT FAAR R OF FAA §IT AT I eI Fohe § fATest Y o FIAR
THR 3N 31097 AT Gy H 3Mel<er gt W M| 7 el & FR AR I 8ld o W 1 Afgaan
Hehe ol GRIRT Il 7 § AR Fehl 1 A@ o &g o o6l g1 Fgar US¢ & ITER FIAR & g doll
GART oy S W@ GHAYYT FRAS & Tod or@l AfETAT Seeer &1 $@ HT @ 8197 & Fehr
Ao ¢ W o & W Ueh e § FAAR $H Adr dgr g1 AlSEr gelid & fov 3egiel ndfhar
fSFAeR e §U g@el &t @ FehR X fqaT| WSl 9icd H € EU 3 Hehe & dlg Tgell N 3egiod el
foF 3 AR TN T T AN & FF W &1 A 3¢ AT H TH el H FATYA TR B
3FAIE FNAT AN B WIS & g a2H § & W gl 5 gU &l 37 19 3ufaafRis ek & 5=
g1 3 A 3 oer Alglg § 3 7 & FAR ARG T 8, W §H 3oThl SUHTT o i T gl FH F 9"
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3eglel IE YWifehd foham foh gAR o qicd damere 1€t €, O off I8 gaad % & @l & e
TeTor fAel|

Ig FAS T Sd & o FAR & 7 gfasee W g &1 H1S @707 787 § 3R 396 vd 7 Adea
& o Jfaeard & @g el o Sel g8 B AR AEeAEr @ fAvea 7 de7 FRa$ f fHer 7 wh
36l YoF Sl PN Th g F ol TR&Tor fgar g1 Ay & FAR kT did 9F asi & kil
frdr off aRdT weraER fr AT FAER S a1 SEd @ O I & v § 99 3§ A9 W =iEAR
3To1aT-edT ISl fe@n af TgFd ST & SR R o 38 Ui Tg Fek THS cged fhar, t@ise &
gIferaT 3TTcehr gl & AR F3r foar Far §, oeTel FAAR R&T Tell & F5 STail &l STl Iamet 987 &
g1 AT § T 3Mde AAYSRI &l GHA adl g, Tolglell 3Tdihdl &I HATGHAHSA gl fhaT =T
AMGTIFAAR 391 IRMT WSl Fid H STgi ATgedT AHGA & [ FaT a7l &7 A1 780 o W ¢,
Tl gy o 3R aefow-3nfds @aar & ® F ARd f AGg o W WA ¢l AU SATE -
mﬁﬁﬁﬁTﬁT%ﬁﬁé@ﬁg@qudua—qiﬁuﬁmﬁﬁ@%"lHq?rmiﬁﬂ%aaﬁ
T FN G EU AR 38 G A AU T IR FeAFefad § J IRASABT & g7 | 39eh I
dGTel el 81 FAR A Al qo7d T dle TARET 0Rd & v JR®er glar S @1 &, Fifer @i
BIIORT @ oot 37elol deh &8l el 38 o T & 3N PR A FAR 7 306 AifHs Alees serdr &
a oRa & T Rg AgarR # geifaar 3R g S sefae ag A R f g a8 F R
A TWHR T ‘TFe S AT & ol H § 3R 38 oo TAH Agcarshiah RIS &I T o1 ST
T Bl

& el HEEeH (SE-Fa0T Tl Td WS FEaoT & U somer Fr @y F A A gge) S
AT GHE §l YRead? AR A Jrelenaariedl @ fAges & foav off 5Ra AR & & J6 & @y 9
& FHUT AP FH IR W &1 FAR F T AR FT 1,600 Feefer dar oot & 3R 3o sla @
T faefedl A Wz F FAR F A J6g TEAWNcAS @7 &1 HRT FIAR H W dihdd & & &
3W§Umm3ﬁmtr§rﬁlﬁésmu%ﬁﬁqﬁ$r%lWgﬂ%maﬂmqﬁﬁ,m
AT H FIAR & @Y ART & NI TET §d1d £ 6 38 o 5T & 4R & B & W glTed & 2 &
HET o HRd FAAR & Al AHH HT Fg s g3 AT A1, W Ao F Y A gf@or gdf
TS 2 & HIY S5l I FEIA & WY YA Tee $¥¢ A R Feld & fv #Rd o Teh 3R el
agl & dfAF AHHT N AR 0 JaR TA HU Gl gadl AN diehds & v 3mars 3o1 @ g Hroa
AW gAY o de haT| SI9 ¥RA o <1 & 3§ fT Sga 367 Iipiaeh I 1 Uk o351 &d o 38h
Il # § 3R g8 AR el Rishsl & adr o 1 § o 38 e araehl & A1 SREcl IMeam P& A
& FAR & AAS H AR & AHA afeel At & t@ W R AREwS a1 gl 3w wHer favg &
TS 93 e T AT IR IR TARK Bl F AR gfaur Sl g$ MFRT F FAAR & RonfAy
aﬁrag‘raraa%ﬁwgsﬁagfgémm{raﬁasaaﬁaﬁmmWa@amaa‘raia‘mﬂq\
1 & Aded H T @ Hialoed w1 FASE T g1 1993 F g & H ARAT AERS FFAW § & FAarem o
AT &1 gl & a # FYAR $T o HRA & WENaS B 3R SA1er 36A g1 910 §, i AR, Sl
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3N T & # DT & Y FAR I o O Sl 961§ FAR W A" et & gfaett &
faer itk R & FYAR & Fear Yiassled F1 3 JecdT sRIaT il fohar §1125 ast & alg Adex 2015 &
AR A Tgell R §U G oAld A S G HN &F Aded drell AA oI BN SHKH AL ToATeS A
ggAd gIffe fhar af g & e FEHer R A F#Ar F ug FHIT| EY 3¢ FAAR F AfIST
AR & & fow W & Ay AT #1H wa &1 Al Aer 3R af aRa a1 39er sira e 6
TS | (0T oy &1 I8 Rufd R @ 937 Agaad 4@ g1 &1 § 9% ag frdr off g &
AT SAEH |

WS
JH1E19d 1
fedTa ST 939 39

far e

al goTa & o & o Ai3 A e HA 500 gfaRrd & o e # gelcdlt ¥ Fared FI™ATI i
RAfaT 3R 38T SIF THER F sie-3uc 9 3T & &1 FROT fF g W Aait F [eg FaEs &
TIU GIY-W-E1Y R §8 § 3N IR-GR drhlg [T S & Srao]g 3edehl SART 3aleld & HHET 3UcTeY oAg!
T BT g ﬁqmdﬁmw<$aﬁ%‘lmwmaﬁ1ﬁ§€a€8ﬁw%‘ﬁ?wwﬁa€%r€r
¢ T Iora guR &1 qASF §, T8 5§ A W O FeA 3o § a9 W@ ¢l Fared Iered A I§ HEd
fecaol gara & foT AR 99 @ W F eR 3FHCIRT aRT 3T H A G e AN AT
FT aTell IR WX HT &1 Sca@ard § F T TAN3N vy o 39 ey H Fafaa 3iered & Irfaepr
TR X Fgl § b ATHIRA & FHAT IFAIGIR YT HUlcd I sGRT df Sd &, oifehed d I§ gl §dTd [
3T 3HACT &1 AT Fa7 gl fordy & Bar 71 § & U & 0 goRi Jar §, o9 9 goRT #ig Hr
afed g1 afehed 3a7ehr Fufed &1 3T Id FT §, 8 dde I R 6] &1 EATT ST 89T foh ST & &8
A3 W 3ETed | 3 ¥ 310 @ufcd &7 AFAT gof & 3R T 3feradd & dFa &ic 8 & IR Fs oo
3 5T g% §| wafea eTed 39 a9 @ WA § F 99 TR g9 guR & fov fhwAg § O B s o
AT F (Ao FRAS F F 9T W §? WPR & WY W AT 3eread i I8 gead ool safow of
aifoie § 7o s HEATT HAS & g Aol oA & AT § 306 4o @I A gaArg H THIad @
gl

Date: 15-09-17

et ga 3Rer G o 3efear @ RuiRa @ @ 3t @@ Fe @ osfeR aE ar §
Stergfafaftied sl &1 arT 77 (1) # T 3eo@ & & T 3eficant & fov gama @< &1 ffaw wer
e § AR 4R 77 (3) & Adres @e AutRa afRr & s 7g g @rigel 1975 # wafea =ararer™
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o h THT TEET IFTY IIGell T HEEIAT 3H YR W FATCT X o AF fF I=gia uRa dear @
30 @I FAT ATl 3 FF H 3credd o Ig o yaEAr & i ™S @ fiT 3ueuar T
3FACAR I GERT & Hehldel I ol Yeld Il g1 Iold RENT 30 Wel § IR A 81 98 &<
IATd F sl A5 TUF e A ol Afdhed T e dlell T Tg & o A1 30 Gar # a1 FeA 3o
& FNTT YUY FAT TWAT =g §1 IR A o Tolrg uR # Sedaren H I8 aid H15 78 767 ¢
1975 # Hafed AT & Hhad & fa%g dolellel e aMel & AR o STAuTdiaiticd @lefsl 1951 r
YRT 77 & FMeT Y Fg oFaeAT &) & 3elleart & @it 3R eifiast & @ @ 3Fflear & @
H 3T AT Sean| Y Fafea 3erad & 1994 & g & 86 91 STaig 9@ uifeel Aer J 39
STIEAT PN WeH Pl T SR AT St Uadaol & STAATS A 3T Sy &1 T1Y & 3Ha ISl a9 AT
H TSelifceh gl GaRT 9Ied Ud @F $T 315 AT & Tal AW @l T A Felled I qAg GAT| SATedelt
Ig o SR8 § T 1996 H FIAT ol AH # Hafod 3H&leld o JAYidiaAtied lefsl S URT 77 &
SATEAT el HTATATA 1956 & 3HTcileh H HT| 8 IFTANIA I URT 293-3 & AT 30 W H H T< B
AifeheT THT HIS TG 6T 8, Sl AsTelliceh Goil &l HEl Tl WA I HleY HL11998 F TAcehlellel JGHAT
ool I[Ccl & aqeadrell HHAT AT & ToT NI HIY & YA T d6ol A Hl AW HT A1
ofehe TR STATT 38 W fAAT A IR AL &1 TS gof o 3§ e & Foa A R F @Rt X 3099
3c0A gl dTell ATATHT I 9 T Hifd @ST HT I} 81 I3, 3ol #M AR i ad # @ g1 I A0
e § R g W gUR g I8 a9l ¢ T 3 9l T g we § a9 W@ § 3R aenh 9 &
AT F IdA A IR AGT g

@u‘” g,_-' E"

THE HINDU

Date: 15-09-17

Creating corridors of certainty

The effort to link tiger reserves needs many more stakeholders and political will
Neha Sinha

Ranthambore in Rajasthan is arguably India’s most well-known tiger reserve, aglow with bold tigers
posing for the camera. It has a fierce conservation ethic, a success story with few parallels. It is estimated
that there are over 60 tigers in this relatively small tiger reserve. But what about the future? A genetic
study suggests that Ranthambore’s tigers suffer from low genetic diversity and isolation.While the
reserve itself is doing well in terms of tiger numbers, it is cut off from other forests. This is a microcosm
for many other tiger reserves in India. Several are admirably run with healthy tiger numbers, but
simultaneously they are also witness to fast-paced disturbance in the landscape around them. While
numbers of tigers are stable inside reserves, connectivity between them is getting cut off.
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Based on a study of samples from tiger post-mortems and collection from live tigers, a new study, which
had inputs from laboratories at the Wildlife Institute of India, the Centre for Cellular and Molecular
Biology, Kerala Veterinary and Animal Sciences University, and Aaranyak has found that India has three
distinct and genetically connected tiger populations. These are in: south India; central India, the Terai and
north-east India; and in Ranthambore. The Ranthambore population has the least genetic diversity and
may suffer from isolation. There are two issues here: populations require genetic flow to remain robust;
securing healthy tiger numbers are not enough for tiger health. Second, we are in an age of active
management. When tigers go extinct in an area, they are flown in or carried in from other areas — as was
done in the case of Panna (Madhya Pradesh) and Sariska (Rajasthan). It appears, prima facie, that the
problem is solved. But are these management devices a suitable proxy for genetic flow through actual
habitat corridors?

Wild, but stranded

India has more than 60% of the global wild tiger population. Thus, the question is not just of today but
also of tomorrow.Several studies suggest that tigers do well in remote and dense forest. But tigers also
need new forest to colonise, dispersing from their natal areas as they reach adulthood. Natural history
has viewed the tiger to be the epitome of the ‘wild’ animal — doing well in areas with less human
disturbance, taking down large prey, keeping a distance from people, and being fiercely territorial of
space. Modern surveillance proves this theory demonstrating that tigers will traverse long, difficult
distances to establish territories. As examples, we have had tigers moving from Ranthambhore to
Bharatpur (Rajasthan), from Pilibhit to Lucknow (both Uttar Pradesh), and from Pench (Madhya
Pradesh) to Umred (Maharashtra).

Genetically isolated or stranded populations can suffer from genetic depression, and subsequently,
mutations and ailments. This has already happened to species which have had stranded populations such
as the Florida panther and possibly the Great Indian Bustard. While the tiger is undoubtedly the epitome
of wildness, its wildness is not restricted to being a fierce obligate carnivore which hunts to survive,
dying when weakened. Wildness and wildlife conservation also include preserving ecological processes
which hold their own evolutionary potential. A robust forest or habitat corridor between tiger reserves is
an important means of maintaining these ecological processes and may hold the key to the survival and
adaptation of the species.

Yet today there is a hard disregard for conservation outside protected areas. Even the cores of reserves
are on the chopping block. Is this because there is contentment that tiger numbers are stable overall? In
Madhya Pradesh, the Ken-Betwa river interlinking project will submerge a large part of the Panna tiger
reserve and landscape. A new proposed irrigation project will submerge more than three lakh trees in the
Palamau tiger reserve (Jharkhand). New highway proposals which will make wider cuts through Sariska,
Kaziranga (Assam) and between the Kanha and Pench reserves are being considered or implemented.
Clearly, a wildlife corridor or habitat is a bad word in the lexicon of planning and development.

Not just numbers

The tiger story is built around a narrative of numbers. Undoubtedly, numbers are important. They
indicate a continuous protection effort and that the habitat is doing well. But numbers are the beginning
of the tiger story, and not the end.The fact that the forest department carries out conservation but does
not own land outside of the forest is an important factor. Thus an effort to link reserves would need many
more stakeholders and political will. This is not easily done, but needs to be attempted as a conservation
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priority. Rajasthan recently created the Mukundra tiger reserve for Ranthambore’s ‘spillover’ tigers.
Apart from moving tigers with human intervention, the corridor between the two reserves should be
strengthened too. Other States need to start restoring corridors or stepping stones between forests.With
mounting human pressure, to ask for more acres of protected forests may be utopian. But conserving
workable corridors is doable — and as science shows us, also necessary.



