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The EcoNnovic TivEes Date: 11-08-17

Weather, we like it or not

Debkumar Mitra

Atlantic Hurricane season is on. One after another
Category 5 and 4 storms are pummeling the
Caribbean and US. It was Hurricane Harvey that
flooded Houston, Texas. Then, a Category 5
hurricane — the strongest in the Saffir-Simpson
hurricane wind scale, with sustained winds over
251 kmph — Irma, left a trail of destruction in its
wake in the Caribbean and Florida. The Category 4
Jose ravaged the region close on the heels of
Irma.Assessing human impact on global weather is
a complex issue. There are several — some
conflicting — theories. Many weather models actually evoke more questions than they are supposed to
answer. This gap in scientific understanding allows countries to opt out of international climate treaties,
invest more in fossil fuel, and continue to remove rainforests.Besides customary celebrations on World
Environment Day, Earth Day and Earth Hour, there is no effort on the part of governments to educate
people to be responsible in using our resource-limited planet. Sharing a photograph on social media
showing a headmaster of a submerged school in Assam raising the tricolour on August 15 isn’t going to
help. We need to put more money into weather research and talk about the 41 million people affected by
the floods in India, Bangladesh and Nepal this year.

If the science of global warming is a jigsaw puzzle with a lot of missing pieces, then we have to cut down
on government spending and invest in research to quickly find out the missing ones. Only then will we
get a more complete picture.Instead of the ‘radical activist’ mode of thinking that has plagued global
warming/weather science research, there has to be an objective assessment of the factors responsible for
pushing Earth on the brink. There are hundreds of years of data on the Arctic ice shrinkage, detailed
records of how severe cyclones are overrunning small Pacific island nations and careful monitoring of
river water quality across the world.Also, several years’ worth of environmental pollution data is
available to help us comprehend the hole we have dug ourselves into. There is no escaping the fact that
we have already entered the anthropocene epoch — the geological period during which human activity
has been the dominant influence on climate and the environment — and it has become imperative to take
rational decisions vis-a-vis the environment.The internal feuds between scientists on issues —
definitions of global warming, the impact of human action on sea temperature rise, the kind of models
that will actually be more effective in predicting dangerous weather, etc — can carry on. However, the
moot point is to quickly come to a consensus to convince politicians and administrators to see reason.

This won'’t be easy. There is a huge population that believes there is a ‘divine hand’ in all forms of human
suffering. This lot stands behind many counter-intuitive environmental measures taken by
administrations. For instance, there is incontrovertible proof that global warming that caused the
seawater temperature to rise to such levels in the Atlantic has a role in the regular formation of higher
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category hurricanes in the past 20 years. Simply refusing to believe the data will not stop these
storms.Some people question the very idea of the transition of global warming as a natural
environmental phenomenon that occurred before the advent of humans to a human-mediated
phenomenon. Why is global warming taking place at this alarming pace? What natural cause is behind
this rate of temperature rise? Why has this rate moved northward after the Industrial Revolution? The
debate can go on till the last Tuvalu citizen leaves her submerged country to find home as a refugee.
Instead, the focus should be on a better understanding of global warming.Nature does not participate in
scientific debates or negotiate with administrations. It merely floods Assam and Texas, and keeps slicing
off big chunks of ice in Antarctica.
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