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Assault on freedom

Convict Gauri Lankesh’s killers quickly to reverse tide of intolerance and hate

TOI Editorials

In a vicious strike on freedom of the press, senior
journalist and editor Gauri Lankesh was shot dead
outside her home in Bengaluru this Tuesday. Lankesh
was known for her left-wing views and trenchant
criticism of Hindutva. One doesn’t necessarily have to
agree with those views, but one of the compacts
underlying independent India is that people should have
the freedom to articulate their views, and freedom of the
press is an integral part of this. To be able to work as a
country that harbours extraordinary diversity, freedom
of opinion is the minimum we must agree on whatever
our political differences might be.However many
intellectuals holding comparable views to Lankesh have been done to death in similar ways: MM Kalburgi
in Karnataka, and Narendra Dabholkar and Govind Pansare in neighbouring Maharashtra. This has to be
seen as part of a pattern, unless proved otherwise. India has slipped three places in world press freedom
rankings from last year and is currently just three places above Pakistan. With jihadis running amok in
Pakistan this is surely unenviable company to keep. Concomitantly, hate and intolerance are rising in
India. Yesterday, for example, the Supreme Court had to issue instructions to the Centre as well as states
to crack down on cow vigilantes who take the law into their own hands.

Former RBI governor Raghuram Rajan hit the bull’s eye recently when he opined that India’s tradition of
free speech and tolerance is the greatest economic asset it has going forward in a global context that
increasingly prizes innovation, human capital and soft power. It would be more than a tragedy if India
loses this; it would be a massive existential risk that places its future in jeopardy.Karnataka chief minister
Siddaramaiah has described the murder of Lankesh as “an assassination of democracy”. While that
outrage is something the nation shares governments are required to do more: they must bring the
assassins to book using the law and order machinery which is their charge. CCTV footage has been
recovered which may offer clues to the killers; the state government now needs to fast-track this case and
quickly convict the culprits. Moreover, to avoid damage to India’s reputation, senior BJP leaders must
whole-heartedly condemn the murder whether or not it is the handiwork of a Hindutva fanatic. A
statement from the prime minister himself would greatly help in this regard.
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How to do autonomy

To foster excellence in Indian universities, here are a few essential steps

Pankaj Jalote

Indian higher educational institutions/ universities
(HEIs) have slipped further in global rankings, with
none making it to the top 250 according to the latest
such ranking. Autonomy of HEIs is now widely
acknowledged as a necessity for excellence and
improvement, particularly for those HEIs that engage in
research as well as education.In India, often the
discussions are about autonomy as a broad concept,
without stating what specifically needs to be done to
improve autonomy. The EU has an autonomy scorecard
for its member countries, with four key dimensions:
academic, organisational, financial and staffing. Let us
take up two of these here: organisational and financial autonomy.Organisational autonomy starts with
how autonomous HEIs are in appointing their chief executive - ie the Director or the Vice Chancellor. This
is the most important aspect of organisational autonomy, as it impacts all other organisational issues. In
most Western countries, this selection is generally done by the bodies of the university - the Board,
Senate, a Board of Trustees appointed search committee, etc (though the selection may sometimes be
subject to approval, which is usually a formality).

In India, the chief executive is selected by the government or the ministry, though there is generally a
selection committee to recommend a set of names from which the final choice is made. If the final
decision on the head of the institution is left to the government, the same person(s) will be doing the
selection for all the HEIs of the state/ Centre.Hence, it may be perceived by potential candidates that
being in the “good books” of the person(s) is important. This creates distortions - from some good
candidates not applying to some lobbying for posts. This has created a general perception that factors
other than merit influence these decisions.Suppose each HEI was to select its own chief executive through
a documented and transparent process that involves stakeholders from the HEI, as is done in many
countries. With selections/ appointments distributed, there is no single authority that needs to be
convinced, thereby giving candidates multiple opportunities of assessment by committees of different
HEIs.Furthermore, in selection by a single authority, the selected person is more indebted to that
authority rather than the HEI for selection. If the HEI was to select the chief executive using its
stakeholders, then the answerability of the chief executive is naturally to the HEI and its stakeholders.

This single change of having each HEI select its own head through an approved and open process can
bring about a great deal of autonomy in our HEIs. Thankfully, the authorities seem to appreciate this and
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there are signs that this is beginning to happen - one hears that in the IIM Bill, this autonomy has been
granted. Hopefully, as a next step, this change will be made for institutions like IITs and reputed central
universities.The second main area is financial autonomy. As long as there is financial dependence of HEIs
on the government, autonomy will always be compromised. Yet, public HEIs need support from the
government, to provide affordable education to citizens. So, how can one achieve autonomy while still
seeking public funds? A simple method, which many countries now use, is to base the funding on some
parameters by applying a formula.Funding could depend, for example, on the total number of students,
faculty, R&D projects, consultancy, etc and the support level is decided through a defined formula. Given
that different HEIs have evolved in different manner and may have different needs, the formula need not
be same for all types of HEIs.For example, a business school may be given little or no support for
education, while an engineering institution may be provided limited support per student for education,
and a humanities oriented institution may be provided a higher level of support per student.

Formula based funding makes the HEI independent of its equations with the government of the day. The
formula provides predictability of funding, and the HEI can count on it and focus its energies on its
academics and more efficient use of this public funding. This enhances the autonomy of the HEI while still
retaining its public character.While these measures can improve the autonomy of HEIs substantially,
there is also a need to ensure that HEIs, particularly those who are taking public funds, are discharging
their responsibilities to society properly.How does one ensure accountability? This is important as
without this, autonomy can lead to inward looking HEIs which are not responsive to societal needs. The
responsibility of an HEI is mostly around expanding its educational opportunities, and to align its
research towards national goals or needs.Both of these can be easily achieved through financial models.
For example if funding is tied to the number of students studying (as is the case in Australia), then there
is an incentive for the HEI to increase its student strength. Similarly, research direction is often
influenced by providing research projects and grants in specific areas/ types of work - an approach taken
by most countries, including India.There are other factors also that impact autonomy. This note focused
on two most important issues for autonomy: if just these can be done, we will see an unleashing of
trapped energy in some of the HEIs which can take them to the path of excellence and high global
ranking/ standing.

i E| i| lEl égé Date: 07-09-17
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arT foea &2t (SToiTer, §, ¥R, 9 3R gf&or 3nfie) o @ & @ & S 9o SIRT o a8 AR
el & Ueh 3R 36H FeA & Gfafafica Far &1 Tg BNTUTaT (9elT #1973 FHThr g8 deh HATE 7 a1d ay
AT §TE 31T TR HIhd & HT&T &1 SHH TIfhedlel & Alohd S 3MTcehl HaTe=T 1 A1 fordm I § 3R
IBATAEATA-TTThETeT &7 & GI&TT cTAEUT hT Ao el Fehe I 318 & | BIVOTTS H ATfAeTe, HTSTHITSTe/ STeer
3R 37T HIIET AUT 3HY F[S 3T FIGAAT GaRT T 1S T o1 ot Toish foma aram| 5o Hareait & qdt qiéearsr
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SEATHS FHIHC, FEITHS HIHC 3TH 3TaThEd, FFhlel slcdeh, SI2h-U-IT, SHeT-U-AIgFAG, ST 3R fBoa
3d-dgIR A &1 Tg a1 €T & e & fob diet, Tk 1T o fasifther & 38 aiwomgs uX g&areR fhu §, i
BTl Teh A kel TSE AR JTciehl HaTSe SILT-U-HIGFHS o HRIAT HIYG 16X T AT JATciehaldl STl STt &l
TARYeT &Y TET ATl W%mWﬁ%%%ﬁﬁa@ﬁ?%mWI TR ETTeT H 3STEY TeheH Goll FHT §
3R F3r-2r Yot o TEIfa aar g | I8 off AfRad A8 § foh I evoaT 315181 & ATl H Ui & @ H SGolTd i
ST YT § AT AET | T AR Y TIFd Tsg 7 AT & TG F TaTd 1 IH9AT FATH AT A T@eTT e

TfREATeT 3R 3TN FATATT H HATAHATE Pl oo SR T T Th IR T o 3 & | 3730 T AT §U 519 7R 3R
et & o RAfeeral & feishe Siehella selteh & Hsoh fAATUT &Y e faaTe Scdee g3 UT| Jamrdh FHeahfa 1 Feg &
AR 39 faaTe T go X UIel 7 HIAATS @M1 T§ 39 a1d 1 3 Fohl & T 38 a1feier & arasyg alat gt & Redt 7
HIS IR LT 37S & | s goish Rt Hedaneaa AR Wl oot §U §| FATAR Tl 9 g 37h 3f3ar o it
facer F#ATerT & gaeFdT &l 3gd A gU el o goT TATH ST Sl HYFcT TSE FI&T TRVS hl ITS AT Sefeil a8y &
3R sTT IHINATAT o HHe T I mgﬁﬂ’s"l ?ﬂmﬁgéﬁwﬁﬁwéoqv H 39 AT W ST T&T Qa1 I
oT61 el &Y | Ig a1 T § fob SR 3R it & Rt qam 9t #=r Torerer oy Tty 318t 8ff scAeh Agceaqot & T e
& acfcd T R HY RIA3M T 58 FeX T H IGAT U3 T &1 $H ITE HT HRAT Fea il o aeiaigds
SEATS h{eAT STRT IW=AT AT | daeh 7 et & Irsgufer o FISfhar 3R HRAT TereTa= siie HEr i Helrehld Teh
TAETAATY &1t AY| St ST & A3 & AR AArgared gid Redl & #eeToRk Ueh T3 Gt o Sl Hgedl Sl
Y@ifehet foharT| $TRe & ToIT T8 ST & foh a8 3HTcishale, ! ooy 58 GaTd 3l il TR HRIA R AR AT AT AL
HELIT AN | 339N TR hieed TAT Jiehecllel SEITHS HAHT T SUNercd TN 7 ATTHT AT 8T Ig Sreln ¢ fob =t T
meﬁmmﬁ?mﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁ%lmﬂﬁyémmﬁmmagammm%l
A A g ST 316 H & o et ol SETHS ITTcAehdle; T AehT Teh FATARM AR FHITT AT T 3T o ST Srw | veh ol
AT St 75 A o 58 TAT IR AT i 515 et 7 et TTfehected A1 7 His[g et & aeehi A 31 & | T oA
U FAl H § Th ¢ Sif 3F ATH H 3TIENT gF Thd & | IR TPR DI 39 §1d T AT GI1 S Aifge 39 ST
FHTI SEAATS fhaT & |
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ST HITST fob 3T T 3TeRiarer Jar g, TTaed #rdl diér & st @l AR el T HAgearshiall 1 gHAT 31T
Thol Wieldl 1 3T 379 SIEY €1 9Xeh R&Teh el &1 Tohol deshTel Tthel 81 ST § 3R 30 o7l dreishl 3R AT hr
HFAT YT 81T & | T 2010 H Teh 72T hleleT (VST T USToheIeT TFC) 3Tl &1 SHH IR 3R 3ol Theil o Ryatent
# ATl T FHTACT T Tl §| 3T 39T [A&TeRT T AcfeT GILAT X 25 TR FTAHTE et I AT 81l & | TgT e T
Aeact# TSl Teohel S GeT Tehol 3R ALY 1 811 AT dGT=1 IS & | HIeet oh HclTareh 25 BIFET ST IS IRART o glet
ITRT| 3198 2 o TRAR TR STt hr By i o g Fch 311fRIh $qeTcilet el & A1 $o ol 7t S| 3 2t vt
% PRUT F&T AR & HRUT R 75 PrAST STET ST BT AT SIS STl § | SToal a7 ddsT AT T adeT Serdr §
3R fRreTent T aeT 379 35 TR TIT &Y SATaT g1 T 3MTehT 75 BIHET BT AT BT TeTelT gsdl §19Teleh 376 o9dR
Tedl B & HROT ARTS | SATAT Aol Teholl & “BIF shelel” Aseliceh Heal de1 14T ¢ THR BT T By W
fAG=0T o fIT Slefet 1S § | AT, JoRTd & TATHS Tohel o ToIT 1250 TIT 9fcd AT 3R 878 Tho! o fIT 2300 T9T
faTE 3iftehas S aa T & 71 B | afferels, Toredrs, darre of off AT a7 a2 & § 3R 3cer yewr 7 feoeh 39
W IR &Y T &1 3TaTeleh TRt Thel W A TS 1S 8, Fiteh ‘I shelel’ & dgd BIe & 3TehT o T w7gr
glciT | 3M9eh U1 cliel faehed &1 31T 3T oY Tohel SEAFET Y Read &, ST JTUhT ST foh 3Taeh @il & Ha gl
T SITT T 3T 9 Tl o HIAHAT hl I[OTccll F AT Heldl T & 3T Tl &1 ¢ A & | 31T UHHbe H |
Tfeh 1T AR chiehcl § ol 3T o o Tehol SEUFCT T NG 3T 3R 7 Wit & IR | ek 3T ITesT
TR1&TT &=1 o TerT &1 Tehel Well AT oY 31T 0T o I FHSAT AL el | 3Tk T Fhol 56 el & Iellal [dehed
oTET & 137l GTeTohT<: ohl TXhRT Tehel AT BT To¥sil Tohel o oIl TelTd et & | TXHRT Tehol H TerS, foheTrd, Jiawia,
Tl AT, $STeT 3nfe FT At § Afehet, HEa) 1 o w761 [erar| Riafe 3AECR o o T 8 3R Sl @ o §
ol gerd ¢t it Tl 8 § ar & IR gl =T8T Teldl | TET dofe & fob TR Sier 8ff TR Teholl 1 BISA ST @ B
2011 & 2015 & ST AIHRT Tholl & ATHTRT 1.1 HS & #ird faI a1 3R TS Thol 7 1.6 s @ 96 I31| FHITAT
SITETeR UTersh SR el & AL o TUTeecl & folsll Fhet H ST &1 B 1 T3 ot &1 Sfefet R 3IRES reget
AT AT &Y 37e8, SATTER Fholl I 5 & IQ ¢ AT oIl 3l ASHTH Sofol I FSIGY X ¢ &1 fasaen ar ag g &
I 3T  IRETS Hlelel T FAAT AT AT, FATTh T AT AT AT & 1o 18T TATS & 37TS IdeT e arel
e gl 1RV 3R gET Ig fob 10l oht 25 BIHCT 3TRETOT ot & 3¢ 8t 3reeST TR16T o1 \teht fAeram| Afehet, Tl
Y ST 3R ot A B T g

WP BT HAT T AT Hed FATAOT ST o1 8, S A w-S e Ml & ATTe 1A a1 ety 21| ST SgT o137 31T
3R Frel rdegardT AfAT T & AN agﬂwﬂqgmﬁmﬁmmmﬁmﬁam?ré%l $aor 18 HrEcdT fAsir
Teho! 1 §oTN 34T AT & 3718k B o § 31N 3.6 BIAST 2,500 TV GTHATE & 3118 o § 1 08 #H 9 dle &gl &, Toleteh
HROT AdT Y Held %mmgﬁ?mwmﬁmﬁ%mmmmaﬁmmmmﬁm
TR IR HITeed SIS & | 3o¢ I ¢ ob o¥sil Tepell H € T & @WrE@R TR -1 #H 3R 58T & foisi Teholl 1 hrer
T ISEI AT 3T Shael 417 TIT JITATE &1 T ToT TP Al 39T Tholl H it BT & & AleT [ @ ket
100 7 SH THEAT T &1 FAT §? Gl Y IS & Aot BISeies SiSUST Thod Tde 2017 A §, ST T 3 A $rar
AT & olfeheT, BT shelel H o761 | T Toioll Tehol Wielel T AHTTE T &, 36 T T I hl Tl ol ¢ AR SIS
I ATl FaHll TR & WA FT g1 3 & AlSd 7 §H Thel ST dadTge T B, T&T6 $HT A& Areara,
SiAAIEY @i o1 TaeRoT, Yot @ WAt &1 cardeh STeTeh T &e1 &1 a1 A SIS Tehd! &1 S8 & ARY &1 81, ST 83
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ATefeh Tehel T Tl il oh TGl STeTall A6l & | TS Fhot HEcaqUT AT HIH g1 T AT el STeAhRI &l & ol
3T W HOR SFHTAT ST AT | STTTeh GeldeT 3N st T & dlg BIH shelel ATaedeh g1 Sea | fser 70 ast &
&Rr # TSl Tapell ¥ Agcaqol {fAeT fA97S §1 309 et ol o 9y, fafaer dar ik Soae & o get v s
TS B 3o alcjed H N [ALaEciT WIFIdaR el 11| SITelE, deets, U1 AR FeTra1e Avaar & dRash &g ae
T &1 FIHR I ST Fholl T B @ BOTS el T Told FIHNT Fhell &l FURA T I Higed e aifg|
AMTRERT & & 7 §H Tg B helel T Ulcleh AT §¢ Y Goll AT | §H FAN FIH HBol WA Hl Fhel T
AT TEEr TR o) RAGT & aer & fov Wieanied e arfgv| rsie 9ash, R w3 3R ARV trae 3o ofeit & faw
el ATS T 9T &, ST R H TAREaEANT Tl T hiclol TUTU Sl A6 & | oliehod, TS BIF shelel oM o & T&T
STgl Y TEeT | faRaedT AT Failel & 3T ALTT o ARCIAT o HolTd &l Adhel H HEG [Heldl, ST 39el S<di ol
Taeer & Tepell 7 faRaiaeaTeral 7 Yoot Siotal & folw Ty TR T A @ 8

Date:07-09-17

X $1 A @ Fr AT F TEaT A T FAAR AT

ofter e amn & 79rE wasila gU R, v aRager aRATs=3i a8 siwea ysmiad
YaNST AT AFAT AMAAT &

Bhaskar Editorial

fgear oI} 1 FHEar & & g1 W TUTTH 7ig A S FAAR AT AR A G H @ dTell SRS
ATl oY oTAT TR YeTeT 3N 3R SE Solleh hT FR&TT SFaEdT & #137 3ATH SigelT| 36 il feadg Im=r # 7arg
RS gU §, [etar IRaget aRASA13T TR ashed ganfad Fonst Y #EHAT A &1 wifehed, A Hr FITAR A
gl aIRWT ATAT 8l & AT ST TAAY HEcd g, T ST Tgot I 2014 F AT At T Soh T 0w A dg g
a’gqaﬂwwaﬁlmmwﬁﬁwﬁm&ﬁﬁmwmﬁwﬁaﬁ%aﬂ?mm%
fo FeT FEEER 3T T G @ AR AR R aXg w1 gATU SAererd €1 I8 THEar ot §HET gl & a9
3TTdehareT ITATATEAT sl IETdT ¢l dTell THEAT 3T g1 §Tel & WS fgar H IR It AT & AR I & a1 J 937
EIT 7 TG 7 G X 1@ § 3N AR 1 WA I 8 357 gads i el §1 Teh ab AR 39 TgT & ©
Tl goT NFTAT 1 FATAR a9 AT T AR Y T § A g0 dh AR Fafed s ArTerd 38 f9%g g
IieenT W FoAdTs Y TGT ¢ | Tasaa I8 § foh FAAR 3¢ 379 ARTRel Hlelel & dg SiTcd gl # ATA 781
YT | Gt RT3 dTer 1400 Fhcil#Tey 1 ofell HAT & AT R & Yafcal AT T AT & S gE dX FIAR
S8 & 3R SR 1 371 § 6 30 aR & o183 IR A FITAR 38 STeT 3MRaEd 91| 58 & et T a1 Us af
Joc Afd & A glet o foIT FIAR IR a1 § dF AR 38 39eT UTel H IWAT A9 | TET dolg b AT & gk T}
AT Fr AT e &1 gieiter DT & Tseufa o Fafier 3t A Fr gRIcAs araT & e 3R Fo giaf|
UfcgTieh EEepicieh f¥ehedl glet o hRUT 8 37 h{le 37T & Gaem grfl| #HRA &I 39eT 38 TSHET # O fdes
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ATSNIER Y gae1 &1 §19T 38 AT T@T Al Aeh MTalelel T HTdT Goit gaf, Frdifer TR & fafrsear 3t smeamdor
36 elehci T 7 & 3R 7€ & et & 3reter T B
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An honour Killing

What happens when a community turns against the writer who speaks for and about
them?

Amrita Dutta

In Salman Rushdie’s Haroun and the Sea of Stories, Khattamshud, the enemy of imagination and the ruler
of the Land of Chup, tells us what he knows about stifling stories. “To ruin a happy story, you must make
it sad. To ruin an action drama, you must make it move too slowly. To ruin a mystery, you must make the
criminal’s identity obvious even to the most stupid audience. To ruin a love story, you must turn it into a
tale of hate,” he says. In today’s India, where pockets of Chup proliferate everywhere, we could add one
more ingredient: To ruin a story, you must turn it into a matter of honour.The honour of Gounder women
was invoked in a campaign against Perumal Murugan’s novel, Mathorubhagan, in Namakkal two years
ago. Just recently, the Jharkhand government has banned Hansda Sowvendra Shekhar’s The Adivasi Will
Not Dance, a collection of stories published in 2015, on the charge that it dishonours Santhal women. In
doing so, the government legitimised an old and vicious online campaign by a section of people in
Jharkhand — both tribal and non-tribal — which railed at Shekhar for writing “porn”. The Santhal writer,
who is also accused of misrepresenting his own indigenous people, has also been suspended from his job
as a government doctor in Pakur.

The wise men and women who sit in angry judgement over books have not been known to read before
reaching for the gun. Still, it might surprise you to know that the story for which Shekhar was pilloried
on Facebook — “Semen, Saliva, Sweat, Blood” — was written for a 2012 anthology of erotic stories. It is
not even a part of the book that has been banned. It might surprise you further to know that six of the 10
stories in The Adivasi Will Not Dance feature women protagonists, some of them unforgettable
characters.One of the most striking works of Indian fiction in English in recent times, The Adivasi Will Not
Dance is not an anthropological study of dancing noble savages. Shekhar would rather tell the story of the
inhabitants of a mineral-rich land, left powerless by state and big capital. His characters are flesh-and-
blood people, following their desires and compulsions against the indifference of a coal-blackened
landscape.The Adivasi does not lust, his critics seem to suggest in their prim horror at the sex in his
writing. Nor does the Adivasi woman make difficult choices, involving her body and survival, it would
seem from the cries of dishonour that rang in the state assembly over a three-page story. “November is
the Month of Migrations” is inspired by the annual journey of many Santhals in search of work to the
paddy fields of Bardhaman in nearby Bengal. Its unsentimental account of the choice one such migrant
makes — sex for money and food — is as much a story as a punch in the solar plexus.
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Shekhar’s women lust and hunger, sometimes with terrible consequences for themselves. Life throws
everything at them: Illness and starvation, leering men and allegations of witchcraft. But they survive, as
rice-mill workers and prostitutes, as unpaid maids and battered mothers.

The year-round celebration of literature and writers might make you think otherwise, but the backlash
against Shekhar and Murugan underlines the essential loneliness of the writer, especially she who lives
away from metropolitan literary salons and networks. When [ spoke briefly to Shekhar, on the day his
effigy was burnt in Pakur and before the government swung into action, he had just returned from
treating patients with dengue hemorrhagic fever in Sangrampur village, 5 km away. “I am not afraid, and I
cannot afford to be afraid,” he had said.As a proponent of the Ol-Chiki script, Shekhar, a follower of the
Sarna religion, suggested he might have angered that section of Santhals who write their language in the
Roman script, the legacy of a Norwegian Christian missionary. The BJP state government, headed by a
non-tribal chief minister, aims to champion the Adivasi cause by endorsing the witch-hunt against
Shekhar. It is, at the same time, ramming through an anti-conversion bill that is being bitterly opposed by
Christian groups in the region. In this electoral calculus, the rights of a lone writer are easy to
discard. What happens when a community turns against the writer who speaks for and about them? That
abandonment is a special wrench when it comes to writers like Shekhar, who are nourished by the deep
roots they have struck in their land. And yet, the writer owes his community nothing but the truth, as
perceived by his imagination.The campaign against Shekhar, which sprouted and took on an ugly, beastly
life on Facebook, also shows how easily technology now allows the state and the community to intrude
into what was once a relationship between writer and reader. All someone has to do is post a screenshot
of a page that “offends him” to rally the mob in a mission of hate. In a more autarkic time, it was possible
to retreat into the space opened up by a writer’s imagination, without having to deal with the hectoring
voice of the community. Reading, too, was an act of solitary renewal.Last year, when P. Murugan
resurrected the writer Perumal Murugan after a Madras High Court order dismissing a ban on his book,
he spoke of the censor that now sits within, testing every word he creates. But he also spoke of the silence
and solitude that he hoped would eventually replenish the wellspring of his fiction. “Please do not ask me
to speak. Let me be quiet. And write. I shall speak to you through my written words.”The question
remains: Will Hansda Sowvendra Shekhar be allowed to find a way out of his silence?
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Paths to liberation

The importance of unusual spacesfor the abundantly free mind

The author Anna Pavord says in a moving documentary about living space, “Space is our best defence to
an increasingly aggressive world.” It is perhaps curious that spaces, particularly spaces of freedom, are
often associated with open, public spaces, of commute, dissonance, people, commerce, which is why so
many demonstrations of freedom emerge in the same realm.The history of space and freedom is the

8



&

AFF www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (07-Sep-17)

history of modernity, the history of old cities breaking the barriers of elusiveness and liberation for the
common man, from city barriers and fortifications to the creation of gardens and public houses of
expressions, creation of streets where things could flow freely, wide boulevards, lower awnings,
monuments of liberalism — educational institutions, private enterprise, court houses, museums.
Throughout history, and the evolution of the modern thinking human, unusual spaces have existed
wherever human craftiness and imagination have allowed them to exist, as adaptable and fluid as people
have willed them to be.Gardens are among the few remaining vestiges of humankind’s creativities, and
luxuries, in the past of kings and aristocrats, and today of people who live in and around gardens. As
Virginia Woolf puts it in Kew Gardens, gardens are important because they are repositories of our past
lives.

Choosing colour

Perhaps not so rationally, when I think of freedom, I think of the freedom of choosing colours, to be able
to blend and stand out, breathe and perish whenever one chooses to. Consider Woolf’s use of the colour
‘ereen’ in her story ‘Blue and Green’. She takes a shard of glass, pours green down it, places animate and
inanimate objects around it, makes the grass glisten, runs camels through mirages, flops frogs over, and
sets unbroken stars; all before the night seeps in with its shadows and “blots of blue”, ending the saga of
the ‘green’. Colours can do wonders for the soul, and it can rip apart the ordinary to create fleeting
spectres of what our lives could be, or who we can be today, with the freedom to make the green vanish
suddenly into blots of blue. Unusual spaces stolen out of the preserves of what we know and imagine
have terrific possibilities. The Nobel Peace Prize winner, Leymah Gbowee, credited with ending the
Second Liberian Civil War by leading a women’s peace movement, started to bring together young girls
ravaged by war and abuse, to a shared space of a community, scaling up the comfort and space of a single
room into wider rural communities of trust and commitment, where girls are slightly more immune to
fear and hopelessness. These are unusual spaces because they exist in places that have witnessed
violence at unprecedented levels, and continue to do so, unusual because of the participants (the girls)
who could have given up and didn’t, unusual because women like Gbowee create these spaces of freedom
out of nowhere, quite like Woolf’s ‘blots of blue’, appearing magically out of ‘green’: urgent breakthroughs
and unusual spaces for the abundantly free mind.
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