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infi?structurc Ind institurioDs vey
acloss the cou rY- Small sizes of
Indiatr fsms cm cr€ate disecoromi€s'
Populatim growltr' t%ethf' wftn Poor
i ustrisl erDploymetrl geftDtrotr'
creates Pressule on lad, keepitrg
per capita fafm itrcomes low' CroP

culiivaiion is, therefore, more
rcmrmerative in some P,rts of rhe

co'mtn, tbatr orhers owitrg to tratrlral'

demograPhic atrd admitristralive
difrff|nces worHorE€mobility a(xN
s€ctors is a way to enhmce Per cqita
hous€hold incomes .M ro tritrg fr€sh

ideas a skills to lhe secrm' Higher
farm incomes' in tum, getreiated
demand ard heF tbe n@aedcultue

Themoddiscuss€dPqilfctuitrg
is th€ u,'Gather- M@r frilu€s catr

impsir not only curretrl Productioo
but their eff€cls catr spill over lo
subs€quf|trt scasotrs ad Ytfls Yiawal€r

levels in reservoix' rivers' canals,

wells atrd soils. Consecutir"e fBihr€s
ofmoDsoon such as in 2014 aDd 2015

can leave larm€rs in debt aDd disess
by wiping oul invesrments made ft@
whe[ rminsEeam commmriy re|olc€s

a nolmal monsooD, atroEalous itrtra'
Year rainfrll disfihnim is a com:ern

;hib sDetific regi@s caD also sufr€r

rabfall deficirs- Excess G miimely
Iainfalt is a thlear rco. Floo& car be

devastalbg. Ir 2016 riYkn nNd
was normal, as many as 9 slates factd
floods. ltr Bihar rise in river levels

displaced 5 hkn PeoPle ad afrected

over 3 lalh hectar$ ofcrop land

Price movemenls too cause
Yulnerability- Even uoder norma!
circDmstances' Pressule momls on

nnces in tbe t€w rn@$s ofma*etiD8'
ilthouph the same Prices teod to

recovetLd even rise subsequatty but

taroels have Lnle o€ans to hold bock

stocks. TheY even buy food later at

hisher prices Raisitrg MSP €[corrages

Iarmers to grow erlougb food for lhe

comEY Bnd keep Prices remma-dtive

and slable but otrly if govemment

can procure ad€qualely. Suppiy glurs

depress Prices. The buDper harvest

oI20lGl7 broushl Prices of Pulses
donm in spne of rais&d MSP' Demand

fluchrations and g:lobal compehtron

may fi[ther intensi!
pric€ uncertainties
with the opGning uP

RurdAmcnities

vi€wing welfare
in the light of only
production and Pric€s
is misl€adin& Awhole
mnge of services
frcilitale eYery-day
life, open up trew
opportuni.ies and bnDg capabilhies
(Seq 2m5). TheY sive access to tne

fiui1s of teclmological advsncemenis'

Matry of these disPerEations. can be

pBceiv€d as 'rights' of citizens a

.'hliEaie $e State. Utrforhroately an

tr;n bias'(Liptm, | 977). appaft"tly

fhe mo.t dis@ssed Peril ,or

llrming is lhe wcolher. llilon$on

loilutea .un imPoir nol o Y tUrrenf

produdior hut their effealt (dn

lpill ovea lo subiequed reotons

ond Yoots Yio wulet l€vels in

resenoirr, riYera, tonolt wella

ond soils. Consetulive loilure! o{

nonsoon su(h os in 2014 ond 2015

tun leoYe flrmels in debl ond

dislross bY wiping oul inveshn€nlr

mode. EYet whe[ moinslreon
(omtu nily reioiaes d normol

monsoonr onomrlous infro'y€oi

ruinfulldisl hutior i! ! (on(ern

while ipedfit regions con llso
suller rlinloll defi .ils.

slill linsering in lndia's development'

victimizes farmels more than others

For many Yea6, human resouce

devetopmenr of the Poor was not rn

focus. Villaees where bulk of tbe

mor dweli were the worst affected'

hven after school eorolment began

io .eceive imPonatrce, educatiotr
fell short m quality and emplovable

skill contenl. Budget constraitrts,
weak policY implementatioD aod

comrption are some of the lustorical

Iactors respotrsible' TheY also
udetmined public health services on

which also large sections ol farm€rs

in the country depend. Nutntron
and environment, which could be

imDroved bv sustaioable practices.

ah; detemrine heallh. PDS. uni!€rsal

anil later targeted at ihe Poor, has

served lhe small falmfls when f'ood

production fell short of sub.sistcoce

needs but, facb8 a barge ofcntrc 
'sms'

the PDS is going through continual

amendmenis since mid-1980s.

Althoush grblic efforts focused

on ptysicat communication (roads.

railwavs. metro-rails) itr the last
decades. still 16 per cent ol lodiatr

villases lack cotrnectivitv bv all-
wear;er mads {Asher and Novosad.

2Ol7). Electricity makes life easier

atrd lacilitates economic achvltres_

HousinP. waier and sewerage
disposaliie e.sennal for health and

environment. Census data analysrs

shows that 45-70 Per cent of rural

houses lack facilities of electricitv
comection. water supply in premises

or access to lamne and l8 Per cent

of them lack all of these facilities
(Mishra and Shukla.201ll. Quick
information trannnission is enablcd

by mobile Phones. irternct and

soace technotogv requirlng certaro

basic iofrastructue Thus, physical

infrastructure can improve social
life of the farm community' raise

productivity, facilitate marketing'
reduce Droduct wasrage) Promote
value-addittoo aDd make sotial
infrastfi rcture more effective'

Women have special needs-

women ofpeasant households engage
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mostly as unpaid farm wo*ers. Those
from smali holiling tarms rake up
uncomtortable funcrioDs such as rice
tansplantation at low waees (cbosh.
2010). E\rdences suggest women

'*rtbdralr fiom labouFforce with the
advenl of new recbnology and higher
rncome oppomrn iries (Boserun, Io70)
Gi\.-n tbeobvrous Feference ;fmen to
move away for non fam work. Inucl
of the 'feminjsation, of asri;ulture
lJiqlins. lqq8) mav be d computsion
Ior poorer womeD. Trainins and skrl-
q omen-specific health facilitics, child-
care suppo(. maclinery adapred ro
lamale anatomy, access tu iDJbrmation
are importanr for welfhre of farm

Fa rm ers' \letfare: Emerging Ways

For many years, the kev instnmmrs
of india s agricuttural i.,.r-.*i
like supply or improred seeas
i-enilizer subsidies, chcap cnerey an;
.oncessional credit for inigation \r,o*s
and public procurement of grains at
\ISP, add.essed production that served
ro ensure food secx riry ofconsumers bv
makrng larmrng remuneratrve. When
ru appearcd rhat much of the support
sas comered io rurptus prodrcrnE
regions. atrcntion was diverre.l r;
olher crops, storage facililies, rainfed
regi,,ns rnd locat neeJs sDecificaltv
in the easr rhroxgh programmes tif!
Bringing creen Revolurion to Eastem
lndia (BGREI), Intesrated Scherne of
Oilseeds, Pulses, Oiipatm aDd Maize
TISOPM), Natiol1at Food Securirv
\Iission (NFSM) Rashrdva K.is}"i
\ rkas Yojana (RKVY). warehousins
D. ! elopmeor and Regu tatory Authonr;
r\\DRA) SrstaLoabte pracriceseaineIl
pnonry. Ha\ rng sLgned the parisA:cord
India particrpares rn rbe ioremarional
banle againsr climate clange and has
r compreheosive gurdetine (NA"CC)
ro$ards higl $owth with sustainabte
delelopmenr. Growing awarercss of
climate changc, to which farmers are
especially mlnerabte. drrected poticy
ro trafi.uai carastrophes.

Insurance is the natural solution
for managing dsk but inrroduction
of a CI (Crop Invesrment) scheme
followed decades of hesitation
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fMishra. 1996. Hazcll er rt., t,)8o).
Nationa I Agriculrure rnflm nce Scheme
(NAIS), begun only in I999 2000.
followed an .Arca' approach ro yiet;
insurance, minimizins rhe ned ibr
data, because farmers in anv .Area,
can bc expected to face simitar risk
incidence. Coverage of institurional
bonowers was mandated. The NAIS.
l.scver. faited ro address pents
atlictins smaller unib ofr.ea,r,,e h
deanh ofdata a 1 it was commerciallv
loss makinS. In response, CI wen't
ihrough a series of modifications. In
January 2016 the govemment started
an umbrella Pradhan Mantri Fasat Bima
Yojana (PMI'BY) which covered risks
of weatber. pesrs. diseases. prevented
sowmts an,l damatses on srandins and
narvested crops. Atrhoutsh sovem;ent
continued to subsidize Dremrums
paid by farmers, emluaetment ot
private imurers for quoring comperitive
actuarial rares invired private sector
participation. Modern rechnolosy
accelerated the pace and intensitv
of collection of yiell dara so rhat
the notified 'Area' can become rrutv
homogeneous in turure.

CI can be a criticat proteciion
against climate change but a weather
calamity can strikc a vasr area and
large numbers. The nation,s satelite
and meteorological capabilities are
sirergthened to generate earlv and
reliable alerts. A disaster res;onse

force was rostiruted witl lassaseot a Disaster ManagemeDt Act rn
2005 whereby Cenrrat forces are
deployed to supporr the stares as and
when needed. D.oueht is rreared as a
disaster calling for speciat subsidies
on irrigation when state notifies
drought.

Marketing needed reforms wten
traditional r€gxlations became self-
defeatrng. To mal,e markets comDetirive
and effrcient, the Agl(utrlue Boduce
Ma*eting Committee (APMC) Acr,ms
amendcd to allow farmers more oDtron
Storage and disrrjbutron systems: now
tacrng supervisory and budsera ry
cha Ilenges, determ rne the efe.rivene\s
ofgovemment inrerve ion ro conroi
pfce. Input and food subsidies and
enactment of the NFSA in 2013 rvhich
made food enhtlement tegal, rmDose
ftn}er fisca I pressure. yer. rncreashgty
prices are influenced bv for.es jn
the slobal market when ;ovemmmr
inreryenrionnms rle risk oirusteadins
tamers andeven burttheir inreresl hv
seating shoriage or glur. Meanwhil;
lndia's subsidy system is also in
historic hansirioD. The landmark UID
and banking oukeach programme
(Jan Dhan) enables Drrect Benefir
Transfer (DBT) to poorer beneGciaries.
already experimenred successfultv in
LPG subsidization. In a more marLd
departure, the Economic Survev 20 I 6-
17 devotes a whole chapier o; a rew
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13Y,: lg1r.tlr"r,-r {pMcsy) Abhre, iarion\aro nearth (NRHM). Irrisarioo painen
a specral place because aloidabte .r APIr(- AEriculturat p,^.r,,^-
lmgaooD caE miligale drouehr e,,Fect. Marker comminee
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" ,ril,, 1,ir"i,l,l""i) - 
nevorurion ,o Easrem todia

a's*iog , rl;o;rnum-ii.oi; ffiJi " cl- crop Insumnce
popLdaroD. h symbolizes a leeat fsl,i + DBT- Dire(r BeneIr 'l ran\fer
Io€mployment. Though cont o,.rs]U + eNAM- (electronic) Narionat
l:l.rts budgetary implicarions aDd Agriculrurat Markernrsrorrcally low quality ourDut. .r. Iconducted pr:rposivety, ri; i."; cR- Green RevolurioD
m"aostoquuliryn -r ^'s.;;;#;,: 

. tAv'tk(tiru Awoasyojana
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For years. tarmer\ income securirv ., 
cutuanleeAcr

*a' a'i".n uy',e.rr-i",i;H';#' Y.o.o * t *' M i o i \ try oi
p.imaritv m.anr tor consrr",-i.ri'.j Agnculture as Farmers weifa,e
I hese..suppor sysrems nou i;; t VsP- Minimum Supporr pnce

eafit

contadioions wilh marker refonn,.;; + ters- e rrar;onai lgr;c,in resrratned budgers. A new haosforme; IDsumnce Schemeparadrgm of social securitv system n Noow rooms io trre rrorizoi, ;h#,;;: " ^apcc - Nationat A< tio, ptah oh
minimum werrare or eal ;;;;;: \ 

,tinak 
chanse

vie,ed as a righr. G.;;;; n 
IrsA- Narionat Food securiry

racrxtate a market to opemre eficientlv
oul has limited conEol on pri"e" aoi + NISM- \arional Food se.,,;n,
mcomes rn an open marker Missiorl -- r

^ ^Yet 
tbe Shte is lbe Drtural custodiD

or tamer's social securiry as much
as peopte's food security. prorectins
rrerrl againsr narural risk. creannJ
r n rrastucture and social arnen ities an;
ncr t,trtrng talowtedge and information
nows remain government,s oaus but
rDe taxraying citizens who benefirrrom lood securily atrd the orivate
secror wbich gains fiom a pro;Demus
rsrm sector require to ioin as stet.-
Dolders. Io the long wav ahead
agncutture is envisioned ro erow asan enrerprise. more inteqrarad wirL
orDer growing sectors, tlat help to ease
rne pressure on land for tiv;[hoo.t
ruperusory complexiEes of the Shre
ale at EviaGi over rime by t€clnolos-
aroed administsative rnnovations. TleErmer, as a citizen wltb $e riqhr to a
oecent lrte, strives to be also e-mciert

x::r,*-;

concept of UBI lhat caD potenria,tv
suDstrture all subsidies. A stron;
rneoreucal Mderpinning is DrovidjomMng on the rights of ciozens !o s

Marly rusl developmenr schemesnow hetp to improve lhe tivih-
standards of fatmen fuough subsid;;

iiffiff:...':ff'H'i:ili#rocral assistance fNSApr. housio;

-16

1r NPSDE- Na rion a I polrcv
on Skill Development and
EDEepreneurship

+ NRHM- Nanonat Rurut Heohh

" y.Rl ril- Natiohat Rurat
r,tvetihoo.ls Mi\sihn

\\ NSAq. Nationat Sociat Assbtance

+ PDs-public DistdbutjoD System+ PMFBy- prudhan Manti Fa\at

'| PMosy-prudhak Maari GraD
:;ada* yoiona

+ wvY- Rashtira K.ishi kkas

\. UBI- Universal Basic lncome
r. UID- Unique Idenrifier
'r' WDRA-Wa.ehousi s DeveloD_

nea ond Regutarory Authrtrin
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