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Privacy law please

To actualise privacy as a fundamental right, India needs comprehensive legislation
TOI Editorials

A collateral benefit of the Supreme Court verdict which declared privacy as a fundamental right is that a
comprehensive legislation on data protection becomes imperative. Digitisation has led to enormous
quantity of personal data being transferred to public and private bodies. But this transfer has not been
governed by a coherent legal framework to govern the use of data and its safety. To remedy the situation
government last month asked retired judge B Srikrishna to head a committee to identify important data
protection issues and suggest solutions.India’s current legal framework to protect data is a patchwork
quilt. If the 17-year-old information technology legislation tried to address some challenges, financial
regulators such as RBI have dealt with sector specific problems. The result is unsatisfactory. The way out
now is a comprehensive data protection legislation which will be the touchstone for issues emerging out
of transfer of personal information across the entire spectrum of activity. In this context, India can learn
from the experience of other areas such as European Union and the US. The core principles of data
protection need to form the foundation of a comprehensive legislation. Moreover, harmonisation with
other important jurisdictions will boost India’s IT industry.Among the principles, legislation needs to
clearly define the scope of personal data. This needs to be followed by clear boundaries on the extent of
data that can be collected and limiting it to the stated purpose. Indian data protection law must be
applicable to both private and public sector. Given relatively low awareness levels and weak enforcement
mechanisms in India, grey areas when it comes to consent or grievance redressal must be ironed out. To
actualise privacy as a fundamental right, India needs a comprehensive law on protecting personal data.
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Unsteady state

As Ram Rahim case shows, the Indian state does assert itself but only at a terminal
stage

TOI Editorials

The Indian state eventually gets there, but after the longest possible delay and triggering every possible
crisis. For example, this Monday witnessed the powerful symbolism of pathetic supplication replacing
hubris for Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh - treated as divine by his followers - as the state imposed its writ
through the judiciary, 15 years after the case against him was lodged. State failure was starkly exposed by
the violence that paralysed Haryana previously, costing 38 lives and property worth crores, as Ram
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Rahim flexed his organisational muscle and lakhs of Dera Sacha Sauda followers were allowed to pour
into Panchkula despite prohibitory orders.

There is an important lesson here. If the state wishes the rule of law to prevail mafia dons, cult leaders,
‘bahubalis’ and communal rioters can be cut to size. But the state keeps surrendering to strongmen who
soon set up parallel administrations and thereafter challenge public authority. Twenty-four years after
the Babri Masjid demolition the Supreme Court had to step in and revive criminal conspiracy charges
against LK Advani and others. What explains such delay other than official pusillanimity? Sant
Bhindranwale’s rebellion should have served as a cautionary tale. The Union government propped him
up to counter the Akalis and ceded its political and moral authority to a demagogue. The state’s
withdrawal or absence creates space for charismatic individuals to usurp power, and become spiritual or
political messiahs to subaltern groups.

This is not to deny that people may need such mediums for spiritual or temporal uplift, treating illnesses,
accessing public services or gaining a measure of social belonging. But when such mediums become a law
unto themselves, governments must draw a line. Names like Ram Rahim, Asaram, Rampal, and
Shahabuddin represent both the state’s failure and its delayed fightback. Only if such leaders are nailed
for one offence, does a long list of more charges ranging from murder to criminal intimidation to land
grabbing invite action.This does not inspire much confidence in the rule of law. It does not behove a
robust state to hold its powers in abeyance and watch in complicity as strongmen who cultivate a
dedicated mass of followers take the law into their own hands, even if those strongmen hold keys to vote
banks. Thus begins the weakening of the state until, in some cases, the judiciary and a few public spirited
citizens call the bluff.

Date: 31-08-17

Truth about urban flooding

Cities like Mumbai get inundated regularly due to administrative apathy, not climate
change
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Asit K Biswas, Udisha Saklani and Cecilia Tortajada

While tropical storm Harvey in Texas has grabbed
more international attention, flooding in South Asia
has been quite severe: already a thousand people
have died. This year, among the main sufferers of this
regular annual event have been the residents of
Mumbai, India’s financial capital. On Tuesday, roads
were jammed with residents wading through knee-
deep water. Over 30 lakh commuters were affected
by delayed local train services as train lines lay
inundated. Overcrowded and flooded government
hospitals are now facing the risk of spreading
infections, exposing citizens to a public health
crisis.Residents were reminded of the 2005 flood that left the city in a similar state of paralysis. Over a
thousand people lost their lives and essential infrastructure, including airports, local trains, power and
telecommunication systems were all shut down. Sadly, no real lessons have been learnt.For most part of
the monsoon season this year, a significant part of India has been submerged in flood waters. Incessant
rains in Gujarat, Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Bengal, Odisha and Bihar have triggered floods leading often
to emergency situations. Most politicians, including Prime Minister Narendra Modi, have conveniently
blamed climate change for floods that have impacted millions of people, paralysed local economies and
caused deaths and serious economic upheavals.

India isone of the world’s most flood-prone countries with 113 million peopleexposed to floods.
According to a UN report India’s average annual economic loss due to disasters is estimated to be $9.8
billion, out of which more than $7 billion loss is due to floods. Flooding in urban areas is a particularly
challenging problem. Similar to the havoc in Mumbai, several such events have occurred in some of the
major cities such as Kolkata, Chennai, Delhi, Gurugram and Bengaluru during the past decade.Climatic
impacts on urban environments demand greater scrutiny and better planning. India has failed to offer
any long-term solutions. Unplanned urban growth increases risk to natural hazards like floods. In
addition real estate-driven developments, poor city planning, lack of accountability of all levels of
government and political neglect have left cities to the vagaries of extreme climate.Urban ecosystems
comprising marshlands, wetlands, lakes and rivers which could attenuate floods have steadily
deteriorated. Encroachment and illegal construction in flood-prone areas and indiscriminate destruction
of green areas have steadily reduced the resilience of cities to withstand serious flooding.

Consider Bengaluru. Once a city of 2,500 lakes, it boasted an efficient storm water drainage system of
interconnected lakes. If one lake overflowed water would automatically flow to another lake. With
increasing encroachment and solid wastes blocking the channels, floodwater cannot flow to the next
water body, resulting in frequent inundations.Non-functional land use planning has impacted water
bodies and drainage system in other major cities like Hyderabad, which has reported extinction of 375
lakes, and Delhi, where 274 of 611 water bodies have dried up due to neglect and exploitation. Gurugram,
a lowland area, has emerged as one of India’s most important industrial hubs. Many of its residential
areas are still not connected to any drainage system. Thus, it is not surprising that roads in Gurugram are
severely water-logged each monsoon season resulting in traffic snarls lasting up to 20 hours.Proactive
actions from municipal governments are essential to address the negative impacts of urban floods.
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Without strict adherence to land-use planning and construction laws, it is impossible for any city to
manage its growing pressures and adequately plan its infrastructure. Not a single Indian city has a
drainage system that can promptly evacuate intense monsoon rainfalls that occur over short time
periods. Even these inadequate systems are never properly maintained.In the case of Mumbai, the
Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) spent only close to 10% of its designated funds on civil
infrastructure last year. Despite a budget of Rs 12,000 crore specifically allocated for development
projects on roads, storm water drainage and water works, BMC did not take any initiatives to upgrade the
infrastructure facilities. Areport in this newspaper revealed that a large part of the BMC money
amounting to Rs 61,000 crore lies in fixed deposits.

Even the funds that are used address immediate civic pressures rather than plan for long-term
infrastructure creation. A similar situation exists in other major cities where the municipal corporations
inflate their budgets but fail to carry out any significant developmental work.Floods represent a major
paradox. Nearly all Indian towns and cities are water-scarce in dry seasons and prone to severe flooding
during monsoons. Cities like Delhi, which witness floods every monsoon, are also some of the most
water-stressed in the world. This is a serious indictment of the poor state of India’s water
management.Flood waters in urban areas should be stored for use during non-monsoon seasons, both in
terms of groundwater and surface storage. This is essential if expanding Indian cities are to have year-
round water security and control floods. These are controllable with proper planning including functional
drainage systems, storing excess of floodwater for use in dry seasons and coordinated water and land use
planning. Singapore, another monsoon country, has for the most part solved urban drainage and water
security problems by installing a proper and functional drainage system and then collecting all rainwater
for urban use.It is high time Indian politicians stopped blaming urban flooding on climate change and
started planning for secure urban futures. As Shakespeare said “The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars
but in ourselves, that we are underlings.”

The FEcoNnovic ' TIvES Date: 31-08-17

Make ease of doing business annual study
ET Editorials

Focused policy attention can hugely improve the ease of doing business nationally, particularly in labour-
intensive sectors, and in low-growth states. That is the short conclusion of the first nationwide study of
ease of doing business by the Niti Aayog. And if proactive business regulation in laggard states can
improve the overall business climate, the effort should be to design a policy to put such regulation in
place.The Niti Aayog-IDFC Institute enterprise survey is far more extensive than, say, the World Bank’s
Ease of Doing Business rankings. The Niti study has surveyed over 3,000 manufacturing firms all over the
country, while the World Bank survey is focused mainly on Delhi and Mumbai, and involves surveying
expert opinion to form global rankings.The Bank ranks India at a lowly 130 in the global pecking order on
ease of doing business. But the Niti study does show wide variation across states. So, while the average
time required to set up a business in India is 118 days, it can range from 20 to 240 days. Or take
construction permits. The average number of days for getting such a permit was 112 days, but in a few
states, it can be as quick as 41days, as per the Niti study. The Bank’s 2017 survey, however, says a
construction permit requires an average of 190 days, and ranked India at 185 out of 187 countries on this
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parameter.The Niti study needs to be institutionalised on an annual basis. The study finds that in labour-
intensive sectors like textile, apparel and footwear, more flexible labour laws can aid in scaling up to
meet order demand. Improved information to entrepreneurs about “single-window” approvals in states
can improve matters. As would better availability of power and finance, especially in poorer states.
Clearly, the ease of doing business can be much improved.

Date: 31-08-17

Flood misery can, must be prevented
ET Editorials

A giant meteor comes flying through the sky, hits the ground with the energy of 10 billion atom bombs of
the kind that the US dropped on Hiroshima and 75% of the fauna and flora on the face of the earth get
wiped out. Can’t be helped. The floods that kill hundred of people across South Asia year after year fall in
a different category: these can be forecast, prepared for, engineered and insured against and managed,
but are not. Roads, bridges, homes and lives get washed away, people perch on stretches of dry land,
sharing space with animals, turds and a few precious belongings that have been salvaged as the waters
rose and submerged normality, waiting for relief from the state or the few voluntary agencies that do
manage to get permission to operate. This should no longer be tolerated in Emerging India.

Floods cannot be prevented. Building dams often contributes to flooding in two ways: the flow
downstream lacks speed to wash the silt down, making the river shallow and prone to flooding, and the
dam’s sluice gates are opened to prevent damage to the dam, when the water build-up exceeds planned
storage.Paucity of silt from a dammed up river can result in erosion of its delta by the sea as well, as the
soil eaten up by the sea is not compensated for by the river. Rather, floods have to be managed. Contour
mapping of river basins will allow identification of safe elevations to which people and livestock can be
evacuated.Roads and bridges must be built to rise above flood levels and withstand floods. As must grain
storage silos. Floodproofing must be a mandated part of building plans. Insurance can reinforce
adherence to safety norms.Planning and implementing relief is another activity that needs to kick in with
clockwork predictability. Foodgrain availability in the country is not a challenge, but its distribution
among the flood affected is. Drinking water gets contaminated. Ideally, evacuation centres, which can
function as schools, say, in normal times, must be equipped to deal with such challenges. What is missing,
really, is political will.
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Ha$ &1 €T, §T AT I AT Sge? e

Fast.. 3 GTIRer 8 8 ATeT #) ANE 3T ) SIITATASE TTEH?T 7T 39 & ST
It HIT

A TE il AN HleTe 3 HIS o TR A Forgrel & forw ATHT =1g el § | Hes$ 87T 1 At Teh e B | olfehet, Tg g
T faecdrr va sarawfiss Torerel ot §1 58 26T T A T AV U W 3 ISAT 8| SH A G of HGH & HROT
e 1 G SWT| FICIaR T HIS 3 24 6 & ENTeT 30 HENE STRA g1 FHTS 3 225 VA ATeAAT SR H
3T T e foea Teh g feieT & AT 91m| AR 3 2005 & Th € foref & 90 Fhfey s1Rer g3 o 367 sraspe
ﬁmwa#rg‘sarﬁeragﬁmam T 81 I8 1S Tt AT er 78T &Y T 26X Terg A 39 &1 ST | AT Seel & U7
AT ol Toh 1S | Heh! TR UTeAT $1TeT & S, 3HTell, 38 518 Taldte hel 3R JHTeTReRe off 5781 ol | &S Tepell sreet
3R Tl H &Y I | T &oT TEAA I Bl F1TIGT A SehR g1 NIt et aehed JIRT| W o @t & T 3a7eh
forT 1Y v STTE o IREATea AR Y Al 7 27| Foig T AL 37 T A AN A YE g3, oA Hog iy TRy
g § | AT -1 RIS FSIT H STeA-STATT hT TEART T AT 31T 37| FS Hel §16 STRRA HT STl § ATHAT
Wg@ma’?ﬁaﬁ?ﬁﬁmi oY, ‘HIS T HEFT HIGAT ( S EX SATe aTel eF 1 o T g@n fasho i am) e
HEOTT hT Ge{ 37T 13T Toh Sy HISerT TN & HROT HH AT W91 3l INATTRA A el @ &, 376 8 A ROT S @
| 1T T =T sToll hT TGH H ol Teh-gF T ool 7§ T S W@l @ dcel Tel ST | Tl o IS FATEE 61
ferm| s STeTclT =7t o7 o ety srerelel S| el & & el feieit 7 oy TeRT IR & aTel HeIg A & forw
Y TS 37 Y TET @Y & T $2aT BT HeT| BT &H 0 AERRR H &, 3 T 9 €1 gAR g1 Ire ©ET i’
T STSTR it aTel AR STSIR &, ©1e 3T STeR & S dlell HEIIR ITfelehl &, olfehe], s € T ST FHe eaed
gl

ST # AT THT IS B 6T ©, 51T 42T T Tdecl g AT § 3R T6T Scfell a=ig iAATET & 87| olehel ¢oT @l 37T
=T 71 off careier 7o JATCH & | HeIS T Tsohi b1 A9 &1 BT olieh & TeATAT ST & | SeTehl ALFAT CE A A g 8,
i A T Tk AR o FTET Srer 9Tl | 3TRIRIRAT Y Tecie oRaTg 81 § | HERISE hl Jelell 7 FHaIs & dlet &l faerd
a5l ST FA BTSUIRTS o QTER I SAAT SHHT TsTailIeh THTT T8l & | SHH 37 S9N T TIRATE! AT 3STAATAT T SIS
o, SiY 3oTeh &1 AT I[% & 3T Blel I AT hT HEAT H Fhe S 81 S & I, THT I AT Feolel o Tl A8 Hiar 1A
fth Tk foaT HISHT TER 7 ST TSh! W 3T 7T 3R AT Y o A 26T &1 S ahY Al Ay 35 @s g 3R
AT IR T &3V | §H QAT FS oA81 A | §8 <ray F Fg1 & FATd <Al =g, i of Fach #{es$ ¥ afeeh 3= et
& oY ST F 3T ohd &1 Tgel Sgl 3T g 3R TSIcel STocT 81 Heh S0 S il IRV | GERT FHTd ST HideT &
HfeheT FHEAT T G 37T H FoIsAT a1 | T TR W & foh & 58 3l H A1 3R AR $H T garg a7 |
Teh, H TAchTol HIGH I UcTTaell Gl AToll Teh 37T FUTTN hT ST ¢ | HIFH T Rulet 7 T ad1el T $© AcTold g1
¢ T 518 T g1y Y 3TUETT § 1’ I UFRIeT T ST AGT il | S ST T DIs JATAT g1 AT foh AlTa fohder @ia gl
Fr FHTTAT £ 370N T TR W FT dRghaheH 30T T SIIIT 81917 | 3ET8I0T & TolT gAY T U1 SHT=AT 81 GohdT
€0 : QA T 1. AIEH @S &1 Heve &, HIGH T GeT R 91 T8 |2. HRY STRRI/AST g, Trféieh ool i
die; foRaI S| 3. SigT Aot gaTU/aTRYT, AR Thel 9 IW ST, 3= AN T Telle & foh 9 8% 7 €1 7§14, 95 & T
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ANEH| R T, THR, Flelol 8¢ W ST shaol HcATaegeh YaIl TR Ig, WA Adsiioten TRassT, B H & E1 5.
QT M6 & T ST 6. AE AT AT AATAT Fo@T A FHIR el F i ¥ Ay rfafarerat B arsier seme &
HEGITR 8 HehlT § 3R ATCHIT FG § 3eTehl hiSATSAT T T HehlT g | FHA, STt HITTAR T 4 T AATH hr Frelr
BIcll, 2005 H §AR WA= 5 1 [EATey Y| STRer & Atas 7 gAR d1e= $o 2 3R 3 61 el gt aehdr €1

ST, AIH T GATTHT ST hide & gletiieh SFTelol ol SHH I FaR AT &1 &1 Hehell & fob el TaTaeit STRY
81 ST | Afehet, HISIeT AT & ST hefl-h3TR &R A #11 1 T Tehdl & | SATAT, TG T ThEAT Tl H gl
$H YR & ANGH & ATl Sot dTell TUTTl glodTehledT H Il T AT &t aTel fAaeTer fEea & aig graf, St
g &Y ATl & IH HAl § | Blearhied] :ﬁ'rqu & ST SR BT & | T oY @Wre Hi\sT 3 7 A 98T $Ig WA grar
& 3R o T glearehiodT 3T BIAT & IGERT AT TSeh S1eh el o1 & | HdS H chshlc oh! Heh FAlell eh ST & (&1h a9
S faeeit & a1 fede4 o & Fo fowat A gich €) | ARIeT T SEAHAT T T Teh HIEIT A A T el &Il |
Fo &1 AL & Ig 98 STl ¢ 3R T 3732 e STt &1 HTs T ARY 7S Tseh Flefelel WA I FaATs STlait ATRT|
mﬁaaﬁﬂwsﬁaﬁmﬁmaﬁ%‘lmﬁ,ugagﬁﬁrm@W%ugwﬁmmmﬁwm
ST W1 o STV FHTS o 1Ry 97T ToraT B | 376 A § o & SH Teohollh ohl TIhR el i &Y & | AIHA T Aclraei
oot T HET FECH &Y, 3T Wsh 3R Sl TAEeH g1 Al HS ol U3] glel ohT ST 161 G191 | 3T aefet 31T 91T & o g
HETTIR Pl 304 3a|

Date: 31-08-17

faaTg ATHS TEAT H ARY TRAT Y T8I H7T HaTel

Bhaskar Editorial

HHA § ANATET HardeT JaTfgeh goerst T ITURTET Foflel Y HIIT e dlell ool 8T8 HIC H GRA ATFART TR gy TR &
GAhATH T TIVATE! e oHehed, TEEY Gehl ST TR dg SATAGTRS 19T | FXhR o ToleT STl bl 3R €417 feemma §
TE FHAIST T TEGREATT FT oI 3 T T T 218 §| T ol TR &1 gl ¢ o AaTfereh goahat dhr TRemT & STt
IRV | 38 16 &1 URT 375 o gl 3 ORI BN TohalT ST =gV | HIhR ol GE Gollel TG & Toh <o TTTeh
hlefeT AT T THIA Gl # & AT, FATST I fAfaerdrait gfafaftea et arel T2t I 8y 37 IR A cellel 3=
T | SHY & A THR o Ggof SIS { T ITSHAT T €RT 498 T AT &7 gaTell < §T HeT & b 39 Flefed b
Wﬂé?agﬁmﬂmﬁrmm%sﬂﬁwmmmﬁ??ﬁmm%scﬂsd $r gEET ar F8T
sutefar graft 3t e fafer amaer = v atg Gomra 761 T 8, 36T 38 AR # STegarslt o761 glell a1fev| 38 &ig
< T 76T foh 3G o EXeh 31e1a glell & 3R HiS[eT TR W g IR $& SATel 9Tl &, $8eh Tdofe Tg 3T
3R el sgw @1 v § & faare amer S dwur & 31rer fardelr arderar g1 JA Afariedt F off g e
3UHIFATAIG & HIS[ET 3U-JUer $X AR # faare A1 H FEAT T Sl 1 WSt w761 fham 81 319 Farel I § o
farg a1 $r a5 TEar F@ TRAT IR ARdiEE de? 2012 F 3T FHis F a1g Tl FAAfd gAt FAd sk
Afgen3it ST R o= elt ToTq HAL A o A6 N R Goira &A1 & 7o darieen goenet sl 3ToRTer &y Aol & Srefer
TIET | §TeT & FoHA PIE HY At Tt A dis § Foa e ferdr i Fifereh HTUHR Hr A0ft & QT 12Ty 38 @ gu sh
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Ig Gellel TG & WY BIell § AARY ohY ITRAT hY &< gTel # 8T glel T1fe 0| §1 38 T-qoW Faieii & aR & e fFufa
Il AT & TSI TIE HEATH & FeTeleT I ET |

Date: 31-08-17

A ™
= cido iVl

s s A TI S Agd T 3R
3T X FTASIeraren
IRGYR ARG 7 TR 3TETATCA 7 SATCe HSTIR 3R Gedae T i diel Tiel &Y &1 FRPRT el 1 I8 Tt
FeATdr §| $70I5 & TR AT T GEN AR THT G2 T Tofell 7 Ava FASH AT §, W Fei o gedaearg|
g7cls & TIfRIG AT gEr &rll 7 3U9R & AT ard €, Fifeh 3o 3191 31ETTell 3 HhAUT T 3T FATT ¢ 7edl &
R H §TelS o TesT § 31T o aTel 9T TIHET H GRCHATEH o THY FH Soal & 37 T Ahlefalt Gar & To¥eprel
O ST UT| TEHS 3 ETATe H HTHY drele & AJe Hr A g WY | S 7 arar 737 [F 3gdre F FEr fr
3Y&TT T STl AT 3R 3oTeh 1Y gedagR giell UT| TR TRl T g gatfed Tl ThRT 31eel 3R st &
& St 1 AT WFRY doh, Widoifoieh gerrsa, fsrell faemer scanfe sweht famer §1 @R S Ty
3TETATET 3R IT A T Shal hT GET gTetd $HT ST AIHRT GoaaEdT T G §| e Ig ¢ o Feh &
HETH W T TAELT FATU ST FHEAT olig o Tl TSI SN §| T THIT Tgel HH dlcicd! §od THITATLrT
SATH & T3 & folT AR Y Fareey Qan3it & e Hediset 1 TR fAer a1l A dar i TR sreqaral 7
YcgeT oeh e AT AT ST &, W ST G@RT a1 fohar Sifel arelr T Tl forgrer & &t =1gt gl &1 T
3Tl & ST & 3TIR & AT 31T0F 971 &1 S TSHIIS & JAIST 7 39K el 3reuare & igdae g fea
H g1 ST § dl TR 3TETdTe H 38 Tolv 3iadet 3116 et oord & | 37 ciiel 31faRkerd feat & aRe=r 3R deAReRT
37 & @ I Sits forT ST ot et ettt fo¥sfl 3R ST 3reacrelt & ST eaRT a8t fohar a7 @ sTrsR 8!
STAT g1 TTeAT EXHR GaRT TXHRT AHETATEAT Sl &T ST IGT ST HIHH TehH Siaedl o dded 3R T&THAT ! 91T LT 8 |
ST I T &1 BT THeT 6T & | 37T T TXPRT 3TdATell T TASHRIUT B Gall AMRT | 3T T TAATT 3 TohU ST g
G T Y STAT AT $ el AN | sher TR ERT TR HRAT olleh Tecd FIfETHT & ITaR a9
2015-16 # shg 3N T TALHRI GART FEELY Far3it W 1,73,924 AU T0Y WA T 30| =Te] foed a¥ 7 Ig A

SITSIT 2,00,000 I3 FUY TS| SH G2 o 130 TS ARG H fadRd X AT ST aF Icdeh SqTFd i AT
1,500 T9 Sfaay 312aT Ycdsh IRAR &Y STaT919T 6,000 T Uiy T 57 Tohdd &1 3T 9T f¥siY Siarex) il Tareey

JATT T STAT Iiford of Thd g
ISl TaTeeT |ATT 39T o faer 3 37ART T 3GIEI0T TTHA 31TdT & | AR H TIHRT AT 79107 § | TR
GART HHSIR dahl ! S3IR 6T 1 § a8 I TSl Fareed Qarsit & ars1 337d &, elfohe gt 7Y fAsi sierext fr
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HTErT T SR § | TATH e 7 917 107 o g e ey et oy otetr # 3Rt 3 Farees dare @ #gef 1
31T Tfad ¢af 7 Tareed darstt W ufad safFa 3,200 sterk @ fohT ST § aF 37ARET # 8,200 3fer | fad W
AR T T TRIFUTIIT FHAR 8, T FARBT & A7 T Scadd STAR 3TAsH g, fehet Aol ST 31 3HAT
hIFA Fehlel T el T &1 hE S gFg A9 T ARG H G dgcR 3TUR 39T §| Aol Farees dansit &
o &Y gl &1 Uk 3N TS STerexl q@aRT et et agel &1 STl § ot 3 UaeT # Sgcliel fhes &y fard off Jgan
FUS AT &1 STHT TSA TTH ¢ &5 98 AN 8let & HRUT [Folr Tareey @m@maﬂﬂﬁﬁ@rqgﬂﬁw%“l
AR o T AT ' HATT TATH 36 AT T FATUTT FTHAS XA I G/ F Fga TGTT| qd AR
seafd SR JIETAT & Sieled FAT AT o Yedeh AR Sl AT TS AT §1 SHHA IL6T Y SAT Tie &
forT o Ferardr off & SITeh &1 A THAST @ Tg THTIT HT gl 716! &, Fiich AR GART 3o¢1 foloil STerel & &Y
AN TITELT AATU off ST | TATELT A3 & S F SATST HGINS Fai1 Wi | AR 7 DrafsreersT I sieedy
T<f & =T TEeTanfe e garu w1gT fAerdt| uger 3fdex &l 200 3TeR AT 13,000 T I BT S IdT forE@dtaAr g5ar #|
AT gar @eAT gt §1 S gaT 3R & 50 39 H 3Ty § agT ARSI 7 2,000 30 F faardr &1 Tareey @df @
AT ARTRE Sclel & @ § [ SraTierdT et dTel 60 HTcerd ATHe! & el H T T &1 g1 8 | dIcad Ig T
AR 3 AT STrext & $H 3MTcleh T HROT FIefal AT 3aT TAIAT 7 378779 B AR 7 I AR o e
TETTAITEe gaT sl TN gehlel § Wllee! I Hlefall ITATT & &1 ST oY g1 T JaT3it o1 T °e S| i agr
stereX 31 &t €, TBTSI 3oTeht ey off 1 3l § | Srealofanme T8) & fo 3mAReT & o Fareey qard sl e
3R gar Hufrdt & wRoT #AgaN §1 Al Fareey caawr 7 HIS qUS 7E 1 TH FHH SAfed A HIAT H H
ST & | ool THTRY 3T STaET 8eh & | §HeT ST # ey oht wiieet 3mfed ot &1 & TSred) sierext 1 thre =g
g1 STt 3R 3Egarat & st gfaeas’ & Tareey Jar3it 3R gar wuf=dt & g gfaeayT & gar3il & aF & ¢ |
ST ot 3l FE GaTU ST el hT THAIGT che: o=t 1T ¢ | Tl Teif & STaraicer T ereldm gich ¢ STeiel &
& H T Y TSN HATC fererret 3 T Har #gam 3N 312rel 81 STl § oI 9015 31 81 6T o | Wl Ieahmy 3rearatredt
T TSR OT &htah Tehe 3l T ST T ST ARV | GERT heH Tg AT ST foh “TAELT Yol TeAl=il Mg T St foh
STeFel 3R 31ETdTell GaRT 3feTaRdeh T3l JUT TEC &I Uk | AR, T3t & AR g 3fAard 71 fgu Sne foaa
Igeh ATt il T &am @lte Tk 3R STy ohl AT et T AR o T | T8 SieTar Gergrel gt
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FUIEHIT

STehT o & & R 3R o7 1 Q13 & 9IS gl &7 HIT o T g & TG fhar §, a8 Iy Hecaqor &
HITIAR T ST $H ST H gl I7 ¢ fob D137 & NS gead @ et oer v & qureit Feufa 7 oiie @ehal| sperer v
oI g Aot 32 § 3R AT W A1 GeA gled § 38 AR N R Uecd 1 | o g1 | T stepr o ava a7
Nl 79T TATHR T&T TS ST T@T AT, I 31 H T T 81 817 ¢ | 3R & v a8 RarHraraar g a & v at
I IE eIl §, STel AR, et 31X 87T, A=t & MATS fAerch &1 78 0 817 8, S1el At I T STrold oot &
371 R & T 3TcHaTe 81| GERT T o 37eTeT &t TATIT S 16T R T fTFAeRY &, S ge e o 7R
| &1 T 57 AT I TG I Toh TSh FeATH T A SR HR ST, 2ledl bl TeTeaeh Fefey 3 ot amga 2|
AfheT 38 a1 & 6 daATa & 1 @Y T ST il &Y 82T THT T HST 37| R 3R et & e 1 drer [are
3R AT FT AT ITEY ATHG IS 718 a1 61 &, oiohe] 3 (901G AR THAH FATHGT & TTaolG aler &7 42T oo Fg
ek A e forelt Aeira & T @ W B

S HJeleT T TITSAT ST & forT €1 WeATeh 81 AehelT UTITSIH THY Tg AeATd TRA I AT, Ig 811 gl 7 @7 AT fh i
deTTa o a1 &, ag A% Sarerarsh &, We & NS Tofeiie garg off Sy & 3R §Hg 31e 0 37 Bl 7 3@ Y
fEeraT | farerer #= oAt Tauret «F off U JT Y SR T, & 8 TR T &Y | e TaAw=AT AT shgiedT 2T o 31eFfat
A 51 39 &9 A fRAUTT Y& B, oY SleAT QA13iT hY IS g gram| sﬂ@mmaﬁq@dg‘@ddlq TcH 3
o ToIT St T &Y It T AT | Sifehed 319 T 1o 3Terc(sX U T Igel &1 81 ITAT & | Teh ofeh Tg & Tob W1 AT
BY T o 30T AR dYeT # T g2t o7 RIER TodersT 81T &, T 31T ot & foT 9IRA & JuT=&=) g AT off
SITeaT| =iet Agt =gal foh 58 HAT delra &l 31T RIEX A W U3, SATIT 38 A1l T JSISeT HTohr Gt 8
fovenTer off &1 e it ofY &Y, et Y IRET & ey @nifey & v wen TRz ar et € &1 3R =t € =it &t Qe AArgher
FoTeY T FHtept 3R TFY e §, a8 Rl sTadwe A 3R g R & w3t adg 9 o 310 (31T o fad1g & arg
a’l?l’fﬁ%ﬁé?aﬁira’rwa’?mgm%, 3HHT g AN ST T T § g9 % 3947 &) Sera €, forgar et &t
39T 3TT9T-37e19T 9 AT & arar g1 #FeT, e St maﬁma?nﬁgusﬁmamwmmwm
AfpeT St ZAT Fr AT IR Gle W, A TR AT F AT A A ga A oiETg, T s RfRa T I FSs
%g TETarl Wmmﬁmmﬁwmﬁﬁw¢mﬁ%a§r@m%l YR SPREFAT T
3T T o STl Y SHR AT I SR R 58 ATAer 7 Hrb NS 1 7R A ol & ANea & =@ 9§ =7 arelr
ST I FH1H Y (AT AT, ST 5706 &1 U Il 767 [6Ts & 6T VT s 3R Aty af 3rft wreratt 37 & €1 &7 o 5
&7 7 ool fe@met €1 graf

/WA
HEIT1
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HHR H TS &1 hrs TAT g gram [oreeh Shaet 7 S GHEar = g1 | FAET [HaR0T & fAT e ey o oRqy He
R & 3R 3= FAEIT3 R AT 9red X & | T TS 3l TATATI A &l HeA T AT T 3 ALopT Tt
A 8, ST 3¢ AT UrEs Y gferar 7 of ST | AT  FHEDT 7 & of [Helel 9T e T 5T o gl ahe ST arel
3R g T g T8 ¥ I dTel TG SAIAT o I IgT AT &1 AT T g T& T hgeraled dlel 3H9ed TR 3R 6
aTCITEROT 7 379+ W el o A1 THelh 58 TohR T SiTel oAd &, TSI 31TeT aTell SHTeT BHT Hell SiTaT ¢ 3R 38b
fereTet 1 T8 Tl 61 Blci | F& SAATIAT & TFh H U3 ST 8, S aRe TR 08T St a7 sfasy qg v e
g, ToIeTa wermiae gla carferd At 3N afSat & weent ofaTTell & | STasaaerdl oY 379e 11 &l FUR X Aol
I & 3R 9redf AT 9Tt & T & o ohel ST THEAT3 7 [ATROT g91T| IS AT GhleT Tellel dTel T T Sl
Tl 81 b § [oh 3eTeh Tt SATel &1 1S GF ET AT | Y HTI Y 3Tl U farelt oy gaear @ ffsa
o1 §T 3R 38 yfafaferl @ are dat & w3 3medeTe @ d@qse Hﬁﬁqldlﬁ%aﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁq@w%‘l 3o
if¥ent &1 STl gl FSAd BIaT &1 A T fohal bt 811 7@ SeTet hr &7l TEd § | |ifRT afe fodt ity & ara +1s
QAfere gl forad ag q@’l hl FHEAT 1 THIROT X Hehcll Al I8 TIY gl YT Sitael AT 3TeT & Hl &l a1
H Al AT 3R 31207 Fr ATfeadt o TieT MYOT T oTh a3, Tt IR ForedTelt Fr sfagra FHeifhd T8 | §Tel o
o Aol # 813, T R erféien 3TeTer HiqeneT 3R Fiefet I Aarelel 7 ool 81 g enfalen 3mem 3iR JfAwR
Sdel 3Teifaieh T g1 ot &2 Teh JTaT WX it 2MYUT ST 3TRIT FTAT & | ST o d1G, &2 ST T [ea@aiig Tedm de3g
30 W T AT & IR AT & T a1 el 3N F-ARA W 316 81 ST §, Ig §a 41?41 9l T§
SITACcd o8l 9o1dT & [ T8 319 $797aTeT AT B &, 3T AfdehdT fohdell 3aAfades g Tell 8, ITd & [ 38 93l 3R
TS| mmﬁMWﬁaﬁmEﬁ?ﬁququ & FATCT THAT ST vl &1 913 H BH T 39
FAA 3R T T AT A F g & P G T AT 31 3177 RN 309 S & T AT B gAR T F AT g
oY &1 31 g3 O €Y SThr QRTa T TTe3 AT 2NTVOT I 3MMAT &1 GFIRT3 & AT W af el IHchRY 1 3ma &7
HTel-31Tel &9 3TUTATH & AT H FASTR 1§ ST & | STET3AT Pl A STAdT T U 13T oTaT & | HT THAT a1aT v
S Tgcht & o et fordly STam v | el ITERTHA Sq Sl AeTell T RATeT I I F, A ST IS g@R S1elT| TH & Toh
UGS IRATT A TEH 9 o 3R H Sl 7 | ST Teh TTA T GoATd Sticlel o foIT SoTehr g31m 3R 3mefiaie o 1@ 81 7o
TEH e HI el W “3MedTicns ' 3R “gheTdter FEemsy Sard 30 §1 0 Tget a1iat & 7T &1 S 8
gl S STAHAT GehY SeTehl Hee T od & 3R T 36T 1 AMWOT Tl 8 | T Tl =41 SFaEUT & TWellh F 8 el
T TARR IWA &, FIITh STETHT I AIRR 5H e HeIdToT Bl & 1o a6 Ho Hl kel T ITeTe & | HaTel sUH FaH
TR $H TE o STST37 T Goll T ohdl e THlcT Tgai? I JTaT 8 X W19 oh 3791 o6 SoATe] &, St IgRiaT & | Fiifen
WWWW?WE@%WW&%@W@Wl 39T 1A [AFTeId & | T T FA I8, oo
Fgetr i3, AEY TET-3M0T 3R eATeT-2iterd o Fofealt 1w | Fgl-oF-ahgT o 1t 3t e €, 3t gt 31w fare
Y A & | T3, Heig T ol oleh 37Tl &1 St TSieietr Hegg, at 3ciarm & 3rerfarey 3R e @#fg o 9 sAmeran
HETHAT, SH HHA H FT UTeS G| TTE FART ATl &1 ol TH AT THchRAT bl HHG TR & |
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Eastern turbulence

>

Date: 30-08-17

Demands for Gorkhaland and Bodoland are roiling the region anew. They must be
handled with patience and wisdom

Just as the leaders of the Gorkhaland agitation left for Kolkata to negotiate with the West Bengal
government, the Bodo areas in Assam turned restive. Protests, with an exceptionally large presence of
women, blocked the national highway to Assam on Monday. Bodo groups, including the All Bodo Students
Union, have renewed mobilisations around the demand for a Bodoland state.The blockade will disrupt
trade and transport links between the Northeast and the rest of India, already under stress due to the
seasonal floods in the Brahmaputra basin. The economic costs of prolonged protests can be severe.
Timely state intervention may help to prevent these agitations from spreading, and worse, becoming
violent. The three-month-long Gorkhaland agitation has caused immense hardship to the local
population. Tea and tourism, lifelines of the local economy, have almost collapsed. For a durable peace,
the West Bengal government must make an offer the Gorkha Janamukti Morcha (GJM) will find difficult to
refuse, and not wait for the latter to exhaust itself.At the root of the Gorkhaland and Bodoland protests is
the question of communal identity and its representation. The Gorkhas in the Darjeeling hills and the
Bodos in upper Assam believe that a separate state is necessary to protect their collective social, cultural
and political identities. Language and ethnicity are upheld as identity markers.

To a large extent, the logic of the separatist politics now roiling the region is inscribed in the very process
by which states like West Bengal and Assam came to be constituted. The state elites and governments
reinforced linguistic pride and ethnic identity of the majority or dominant groups without giving much
thought to the linguistic and ethnic minorities, who were then in the peripheries of the region’s politics.
When the minorities began to assert themselves, their politics, too, followed the tried and tested
templates.This cycle of identity politics needs to be broken. Going ahead, groups across the faultlines will
need to re-imagine their politics in less exclusive terms. Autonomous bodies like the Gorkhaland
Territorial Administration and Bodo Autonomous Council are useful instruments to deliver public goods
and build physical and social infrastructure. However, they may not fully satisfy the identity aspirations
of groups that seek assertion and parity. That is the unfinished work of politics in these states. West
Bengal and Assam are, in reality, multi-lingual, multi-ethnic societies. If these states are reconfigured as
such, it may become possible for the restive minorities — the Gorkhas, Kamtapuris, Bodos, Dimasas and
so on — to negotiate their space within existing state boundaries.
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Unease of doing business
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Niti Aayog survey shows starting a business remains a difficult task. Government
should probe why.

Last year, after the World Bank’s Ease of Doing
Business Ranking placed India at a lowly 130 out of
150 countries, Prime Minister Narendra Modi asked
bureaucrats to explain the reasons for the country’s
poor performance and directed them to work on
improving the ranking. About 10 months later, a survey
by the Niti Aayog and the Mumbai-based think tank,
IDFC Institute, reveals that the efforts of the Centre and
state governments to ease the system of permits and
clearances notwithstanding, most entrepreneurs still feel hobbled by the country’s regulatory
environment. The survey of more than 3,000 manufacturing enterprises across the country shows that
most firms do not use the single-window systems for business and regulatory clearances.Despite the
Centre’s repeated claims that a firm can be incorporated in less than a week, the survey shows that even
in the best performing state, Tamil Nadu, the process takes more than 60 days — on average it takes
nearly four months to set up a business in India. The gap between claims and ground realities suggests
that the government’s outreach system requires sprucing up. But the gap is also a sign of a persistent
problem with governance in India: The difficulty of cutting the red tape of the lower bureaucracy. This
explains why on an average, entrepreneurs need more than 100 days to get a construction permit. The
World Bank’s report, last year, had also highlighted that delays in issuing construction permits affected
the ease of doing business in India. The Bank’s report came in for criticism — some of it justified — by
Commerce Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and Minister of Law and Justice and Electronics and IT, Ravi
Shankar Prasad, who released the Niti Aayog-IDFC report. But the government cannot ignore the
similarities in the two reports when the economy is slowing down and generating new jobs looks even
more of a challenge.The textiles, food processing and non-metallic minerals sectors account for almost
two-thirds of the firms surveyed by the Niti Aayog and IDFC. What should also worry the government is
the report’s finding that entrepreneurs in these employment-intensive sectors are more likely to face
problems and securing construction and other permits, compared to the capital-intensive ones. The
survey should serve as a wake-up call to government and a reminder that over two decades after
economic reforms the Indian state is still flailing when it comes to easing the path for entrepreneurs.
That’s a pity because the low interest rate cycle now should have revived animal spirits.




