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Pahlaj Nihalani, censor-in-chief?

ET Editorials

Nobel Prize-winning economist Amartya Sen’s views on politics in general, and on the ruling dispensation at
the Centre, which is also the ruling dispensation in 13 states, are no secret. These views are aired off and on,
both by Prof Sen and by likeminded individuals, ranging across the dominant themes of Indian politics.
Outrage on social media over the temerity of a mere intellectual to question the authenticity and wisdom of
popular choice in India has accompanied such views, as well. Sen’s exit from his pet project, the Nalanda
University, did not embarrass the government or prevent the BJP from sweeping the Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand elections.

So, when the Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC) seeks to eliminate words that it thinks would offend
the powers that be, was its chief Pahlaj Nihalani carrying out the mandate of those who appointed him? Or was
he merely strutting like the rooster who imagines his rousing call makes the sun rise in the morning? What has
Nihalani achieved? He has once again given grist to the intolerance mill. Sen being the academic of global
stature that he is, seeking to gag his opinion and, childishly, to eliminate references to the cow and to Gujarat
from a documentary on Sen, has drawn global attention to the state of free speech and expression in the world’s
largest democracy. Does Nihalani imagine he would be rewarded for his exemplary loyalty? Indians, in other
words, remain at risk (sundry newspaper, online forum of TV channel could expose them to toxic words such as
cow) and, at the same time, Nihalani’s exertions have brought to the government criticism on curtailment of
freedom of expression and censorship. Nihalani should, perhaps, stick to his usual turf, of guarding tender
Indian morals from anatomical liberties on celluloid.
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FITAIT o T A L AT AT AT ART-AF HAT-FAETE 92 Mifdqor FATEd SAag H8 AT STaT &, T8 T80 7
TTTREATAT SaTa, RISl S FEATAS | H1 STFAL AT g AT, TH a1 IIHATH-[9aT § THIT &l (= 3ufeerd F2 a1 198
FFHATH-TATE 2, FT? FIHATH RS 250 FHHT 7 9 TS TATHT 8, ST 2T 67 AT H 21 78 eaq, s i ffEw +
Brogst o e ow Rua 81 T8 i d AR Hged T €I g F4 ag7 UHT A 947 ¥l ¢, 59 % 40-40 29 % & off =1e1 /a6
T3 =6 92T U A4 FT FoolT 21 TIT a7 ATLATT HIHTH § 6 ST I o0 qT0 2T FT &A RN T FFAT AT I Foh
ATl # |1 ITE-T4 & TiAl &l Td F HTe Thal gl ST9 FT FgdT g 1% IHATH H T2 aaThe =19 1988 ¥ 1998 # gU
THATAT AT Io = FT T3T gl ST AT § T T G AT o6 9 dF Ig HAT-TAATE g A5l ol SI1aT, Fie TATI T a0
T oo, < T & T 1890 # ST farfeer-=hw wrwettar gar o, Sa# @g & <= &1 {1 TEiferg =0+ o =0 aRed T
TEALAT T A T AISIAT T Ieero= ATHAT B

FIFATH TSTT T T Foool &l A A o TIAT TSI T FATA a7 o137 81 98 AT T il Y a7 e o forw qa af Jome 7t
g, ST T o AT FgT | AT BISt 7 ZT | T8 Ga& STHT T AT AT g TATU| TAAT & A, IHA FATT-AAELET il -
AT AR HT &1 T H AT 0T T Y T ATLAAT o T SAS-AT GHT HSHH 0TI FAT T 6 Jahratt | U
TSATET FATT T 70 & o6 91T IFaATT &l A A9 TG 6 (7T JATL | TEAT AT & Sfea i (7% 2aqqT Fal o7 + T8
1962 %1, 2017 | T8 I AT FaHT 7 1962 H U ARA-A IZ FT ZATAT &d gU AT Il 31T AT T4 &
S| ATy g T oreft @ 1 <9 o S Fle Fedldea ardr ad qgl aal gl et 3T ST, FE1 SWE gaTard g i
ST I 9T AT ALH & 36 g3 T s GA1E Agl gl GATT TFATET TR & IT6 UH T (GQqwsii &7 off 2rer g, S
=t Afa-FAetarst & ey due F:T a9 e aa7g STHA F g7 T | g S(1-20 T § TeTaaE a4g Jial o7 J=1 0
Trgafa oft o fOvT ey oiie =o T 1 game fAeer Jorer 7 Steaeq g @ &, Safs S0 sa<hr T 97 T= 97 9igr
TG g Fg foa 3 ST Aarelt & S+ FIE 9o% Tl go| AT SO=1aE TATH-go T of g0 ‘FE HI&T T aTa’ Fgh
TATRA T T ST ST F AT STHRT ST g1 AT TG 3T TF<hT T I AT o7 2 g 16 ag AT &l
FEATH Fleh ST ‘A doe, a9 U’ JISAT i [AHe FIAT ATEAT gl Hal 3f¥ 277 i FHefiawra g fF == &1 = fGamr
S0 = § AATIT | T Tg AT, AT 3T AT F AR TeT-T8 92 AT e T 81 39 UF Qe 7 I8
T T 2 I3 S8 219 7 TgHT aATHL IHATH § AT A TIAT BIST AT &F 8, T gT IThed e o (FH=07 9 H= AT o7
EIST AR FOHIT H AT AT gl HF F AR @A 1962 F qF & Fe (o ¥ oG AT 1T W@ 8l AT
feraferameat & 2 aasra o gqfera fFews, g § saRera a1 1 Sar g, F € 92961 o9 g 5l

STgT T ATEd & FaTd g, SHIL Y=, foger 73 ofiw fEwer #5maa T FThr §39 a7 g1 ArFEarar segee 9l &7
FgT & [ THATH I H o AT T9 & gl e [&dT S0 (FH FAT AT 0T FATG?) T T AT & ¢, T gHIT JH 7!
HATFEATIGAT FT TG Toh L AT T S AT g AToheT, ST ST AT H FIT b 2 TG 31 o (9 eI Uah T i 99
TP g AT, T T FLAT AT AT AT g1 0 F T qT ST 5 e 11 qaef HT T2l gl IFaATT | ST A AT T2 o
TET ¢, T SATITE T TIRAG o FTH AT TR ¢ AR, SHERT AT STANT T AT 21 T AT Rl It F=ar 721 Rt
T ForeranT g2 =0 99 T SETF | &1 Agl, AT, Seraer, THT A HewT 7 off g2l o7 SRl 7 I @R W@ Bl
ITTREQT o TaTe< H T8 I &f H17 9 BT 1T o 9 &1 g, e a1¢ § AT & arqag AT0E Foid 7 1902 F J9I+ UF
TG AT H F@T AT o T Fa W F AraAr-a § g1 A i At F AT =9 & § ey 9=t v o7 wree iy of 7 gt
TEl AT AT AT AT Fg TaT & T AT TATrRATT AT T T UAT Fghie I8 FI-H 5 F & a9l Lol 52 e 5
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= T Fe -0 T T & SATRT g A TR AT ST TeHTo) STRAE T 1 36k AATaT =9 A AT HT TS A 19 gl 18
TAT &, ST AT, THFaeT™, ST, =T, 6 87 9 59 TSI 8§ IqedT Tgl g a1 93Tl fO 3w oft fSafr &7
A9 g, TSI 9T &, SATIT Y gl T IHATH Hl AH T o AT FAT a1 1T 22 off Fr Arfgw o wvet % arr F e
AT A, ATT L 3T IIHATH HT g [HAFTA |
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T9T o T AT TR | 1 aT Ot T 979 AT Fg Y T 2T 8 av TeT T o7 gehtd 3w et fAarer sro=n
&L T FA F TehTE AT T gl THEIT Fael FTAT il FTOTE H1GC TUTEAT F AT FLA § g2t ST 51 ATILATRT ¥ gF
Tt afesw zaeht ot & 5 arfer  oaw & ot qum8 o2l F Hias oYW €9 G g1 AT g AT Ivg bl S FEe 6
AT T G H TRT &I ST 2| TG STTALATRE & [MTIRAT il [HHT & ATAT e g1 T et STl & FF A5l o T FIH
FUT & BT T&T & 37 T T =@ & =< fOrdT ST 727 €)1 UF e o a1 o9 § ld A1 go1Y AgY UH § Sigl TATAT
HTET TOTTeAT AET| THERT HAAT g 1o T2 T @9IT # b1 ST g7 2| Rl fraet ao+iiar 8, 78 0% aw=Ar o1 st g &
39T T TS fReedT T § 972 F T o6 |72 AAGS R THAT | FgT (AT AT g1 TE TS & THSAT 1 96T g o o
AT § Ha Tl &l e UET Sasaeirit s@+ 1 e w21 8 a7 e gie agi & 47 grar g, STet |iast aree
T AT AT 8 Aol 7 TR T LT a77aT & 19 Ag1 Fid| #72 g f& arfer % A7 § sTersttag ATt w1 T a8+ 6 UH
T FoTg MLt AT 7 AT 8| 753 aTd el HIa< TUTHT il SIFa@l il gl Aal, dfed Ha F Tal dig Heareo
T TohT ST T AT {1 ZEE T FOT g T et ATHAT SUTerd Sedl gTiae dgl 7 9T ¥l gl ITe agdt Mt &
TG A5l A& T THIE (ST T TIAT G 2T AT G LT, A § Tg-9gH €< § T HLAT | qI9F g1 UAT AT g
3 T AT AT THA TRl AT ULATg Aal (% At AEr AN % St 7 fueare 77 1 g1 T8 Q€ T8 g o
AT ToF g TEHTT TATELATA AgE A A (gaet (Herd o Tgd Fs Mgl (HwTI1 ol Hiaw A1 forge & forw &<
TETAAT & Tl &, FA(Th SATETA TsAT it 38 faer=edt 981 o T8 F719 90 997 § 981 a3 | T a1 3 oy 9ired 99
SO T AT & FIH AL | T AT § G 6 9 & STTET G821 GHEAT To1eT1<h § FHT 6f g1 Tgl HHT (AT %l qT%-
AT T H G790 AT 2l Lol gl TS 74T a ATl AZIN o6 TATHT THHhT HAL TOTeAT | AF Tl i 3T e 9rrere
TASAT T AT AL Tl FATd a7 ATFT o TG T G FLA T A& T AT ¥ Tgo 91T 21 3899 Hag g o agi gfa
TSRO T AT | TRER & I T TR0 q€ F |1 {2 3Tk § AT Hf w0 Iaatad FT 7= |47 #le 5 qa |

FALT STAT IT AT A F ST AT U T g 3T T Tg0r {36 g1 AT SH g Iq7 g7 AP0 3 TH Fie-
@ T oft 7 F e sz w2 2
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TP FRA ATEHIOT (TASHET) 7 FHETE | IHE T T qe F = |1 HIe< i g T HAT STA 9T TATH g FqT HT
SHTAT T FT A9 23T g1 UASET 7 [Ea a7 fiu s fGegqa Faa # &x 9w & off [er o & ag m awre
AT I 3 S THT @ 7 | T FAAT g 3 5T TLHRT & 11l 92 fF Farierar e a-mar 81 99 Haer 7
ATE Tg I8 T ¢ o qFare 92 219 § TH | ATel F STTET KT a<h o1 97| 379 Fhameaa 9¥ fohaer a<h e o7 #
AT FT TITAT T T qEZT A GHT T T-TZH gl AThA o6 SHIMETT oY s« aar & &1 gFT1 A8 o, I8 Fal
faaTe FET Tam |t W A Rarge 9o fewdT g, 9 g ag & 5 w9 i awre v o S afer foeer
A T § =@ AT T F AT AUT AT F AT T TF AT & FFT 21 THHT ST THT F AT AT HqhAT 7 TR
STTRTHRTT TASHET T T T < FT QLT A7 T=T 2

TASHET F 2RE & SuTE a9 |1 fiec &7 @ A A-Laedie S N #a gu g |1 fie £ g aF FEa i
ST ol AATT 0 g1 TS AATS Fld I G A [H 1T g1 FALT Hehel ATl I TATH g1 TIT T AT &4T T STTEraweor
=z for we frrt At 1 o P 21 2fig seerds & o e 39 weer 21 et Al d wRr A e
F T o AT TATA LT HAT T TAT TATA THHRTEHT 6T THT SAGEAT F o | A1 E7 G A4 6 HIdT AoHS 6
THET FEEAT AT SATH AT Figl T SE EATATART F2 o forw off Fg7 721 g1 Arf=rearerat 7 1985 | g rfier arfaer it
oft, 5 2014 & Tefrr 1 7 vt v g & forw Ot R om) washtdy 3§ anfrerrrat i didisms o1 v & st 7
UT g Al Fgl, AT AIAT o T 9% 319 a9 HT9 g9 F0E €90 I {20 @ gl 7 g

S § T TETE AT HTH T Tgl TTSi19 Tief o6 FTAFTe § FL0a A7 "7 F2IS FT % a1 F T H1 JIo7 910 F &
T AT| HIS[ET g TLHIT THH T ATHF U g TRASHT 99T 5t g, SEet asie S19 g9 Flg €90 7@T 4T 5
ST HETE, AT ST Sli¥ T 961 919 & 37 Ua ST HATAT gl L, IT qHTS ol arediashdl #4T &, g et & f=gar
Tol gl TASHET F HEAT IR & (o0 Uh THIT Aq@AT gl 3R oa AT Gl &l @ g S0 S o qaear 9
TSR 3 AT TR ATE SATHATT T AR AT § S[E S0 AT &% F g el Uk HgaThiedl TIsT i qrre f3har ST
THAT | ATTITHTL IT 6T TETS FT HIHAT HAUET AR o6 ST, TSI ST SATEAT 7 AT J=T 8
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U g d AT 9T A Tl GAATE & BT TSI o TTLTENHRLOT T T2T Uk a1 T F=AT T (o0 a7 g1 Toar =0
T TSI & TheAgTe @THIT &, ST 26 fafa & o7 9 SATaT SEraag & et 9% ga1s Fi3d gu qaig sTarad o
FIYT ZETT U FHIA AT AT ATEET F St 1 ssiad Ia7d @8 % TTRT T H & qa1e 92 T8 AT
FIAT o forw fAa = e &6y s great foraT 3w gt 36 =9 ATHer § ST |rHrer A8l T8 qehAT g1 ST, 39 Tl °
T T T SAFRATH & START 7 Fgl AT 36 a8 TSI 0 TTefThmor | Tk FOA il g8 doh Teqd ATCeT 7 qo
FIAT gl T ATF g T T8 T3 AT g, ¥ SHH T8 qaTe F Fharer w2 forgm 711 81 FArt=awrwal 5 97 6 g & oo
T Tohelt =TT STTErahTT AT AT 1 SAQTAd | QN[ (6 F 9% gHAT & o7 At | Sfaatad FT f&dr Srar &, 997
B A STAIAA AT 60 arad ot 21 AR 38 9 qAaTs & [Aetae § qaiyg S27ad § o 2 L qar=e sram
ST T8 TG T Fgl 9Tl

FF o AT ATET H 300 T AT & AT TATd g SH TS T & &1 e TR, 9T ST 7 (9 g% | ST §g
FgT SHY SHAT TETATAT A STAFAT 2l, T2 Aol TdT AT {oF ITHT & T 1 TH T STTAT 0l AT TTATEF 2T
AITAT 7 HAATT §U TG TF gl (o ST TALTRIFT | 55 TN T TTF & AN 07l SAF9rar &, AT 9T GrEar aqr §
ATAT &, A7 9 AT TATTN AT ATRT 7 T TTF SAFATHT TN FIA T TIET STATAT 81 SHH AITAT I qEoeAt gRIT AT A1,
g 1% H TqT FOWI, U T HI § ST it 19T A7 H5ATE a0t ST adY 1 UF TC% I ATARTL it LT e il
TTET GiagT F Faig AATAd & & @I g, T8 a0, HabT=E 3T T €T g & JTae@ Harad sshl =l
AgRE %% T FIAT g1 YT 3T U LTI 37T THE Fl AISH TG AST H ATHITAA ST 0l AT g GIST HT
AT 2| UH H ST o0l {9 T TSI AITIT ST HHAT g1 AT A ST TATHTL HEAT gNIT (o6 ATCAHRT H TF A THeg 997
v T 23T AT g, 9% FHITAAT ST SteaAarelt T a0sr a9 Tg 9el ¢ T orer fErafEwr § ve f anr 8 s s
AT § ATILTIEF AT AT &1 I TLRTE ARt e FarerfarenT i aaear § & 21

et it Taeaar Fae st =1 a1 i wrfafera i 37 78 2, 98 S9-3=a7 &t o9 8, Aderarst #7 HEer 2
THIferT Rt i Taeaar F forw =gAaw dfers Taar 7 ord 981 T T g, ST AR # A= g1 T AN /9 AT
Frermars T & T ¥ AEOTESE Tg OTE I § % FI dgl af aa (AT 97) ot #1 fgia Ry B o) a7 e T
feremren 7 w19 gt F TEaral 7 q0AT g7 FLS T A1 gIdl, dfodh TERTE 6 Aqr=d Kool ab7 Tod Afadi &7
Tarer FTAT AT ZIAT g1 TATIT ALTIAHT T AEEAAT il LA AR o0l A48 <@ FT AU FHT Aal g =T AU &, Ta1g
T 7 $e AT g o Sawfafatas, Aewagt aur wtE srfgawie 9% v st a7 qeare F forw f@er sErerd
TfST gf, ATreh UH AT T il & AIeT=T g1 9

5



N'-F www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (15-July-17)

Date: 14-07-17

QI Hii=ar w1 A=+ s&aqe

EEEICRENIL CR IR

AT T TAAAAT TAT SATHATE T HIToTeh STTAFHIT ATHAT ol AR g1 IH TSR 6 STANT =l GITAL HITA HITSAT ST
ST STaEY AR #7 30 &, U gor O 3Eehy dheqer o FREft v T2 W 2 T8 59 F /1w F g9 § aaennd
FATT ATS ST THAT g1 THEF ATLAT & FUUT SRrAd 7 T, =7 e F a7a AA247 F s v gaer g, A
FHAT THLOT IT FTAT hT ATHALT ST TIRT gl A Tg, Tl T AT THF ATEAH F TEIATT FA, THH, TATHGHT
FATH, AT FaL AT AFATe FeATe, THaT ATHATT =TT, TR G oA 3T THIST H qA19 TGT oA il FeATU AT gl &l &l
FgAT qOaet ¢ T |19 HITSAT FT THTHT SEAHTA SATT &l 2T &, AT ARcH, I I a7 41 fa@ar g & =9 7reaw
FT GEIART T | FLT 112 a¥rer § =70 faa Aswaras w@igrs & e & grare ffar F goeaamr 1 a0 U 9w
TR &1 3T 2, AT STHT AR T a4 U ST [RIoted SEAT STH FIAFH ATHT 297 1 T T2 H TATH FT
TET 8, AT O TH g0 T FTAFH F UF Hgea Ul [2ed il TRIANT T TERTT AT 297 Kl &1 AATAT & 7 FH1H F2 g gl o7
TR 3T AT HT TR ATLTH TATH 6 TSATT T, AN ATS AHLA 3T [RAT FHeATd I IATE & T T AT o6 F 397 T
T o ST T AT T L 6| DI & T ART? T 1 M AN 82 F ST 2, gAH 36 a1q ol TgoTd gl A1ay o Hid-
o1 st F9-8 w=, B avg i afafateen, B g afdee 3o v sata it a0 o ST s wi-a geta fi
TCHN|TTHH ST Tt THAT A1 g1 T HEAT o TETE AT G T ohl AT il Teh Al hgved gl IAC T,
g, FeHY, TOITd, TSTedTE, Heaadl, sfseT SE g et F et &9 & dierer #1231 & 9gd g0 gl &1 of &
ATSAT & T 37T ITAL T390 & Forrarg forer § FIAQTAT 9 A1 HITSAT % FOT 5F g0 Tgat=d GorFhLai &7 i
el STHAT? Fg a7 Uk a7 9 g1 @verer Hieam  Feor 397 & fAfes et § e 7 #r2 FHarsees gt v i gedt
Tt 81 FEaF F AqETe, feger av T & fReaw aF i srafy § awa 7 719 s w2 (Féed) ger T ¥ F w2
o ST 39 FHTLAL T Ioc = HLd oI ST &THHE ATEATU ST FEA 3 ST AA 101 HT TTHIT I 6 (FATE a4 21 T899 agd
SATET F=T U o ST SIS a7 o, 92 S G FIA 97 A1 THEAT TIT) UF G-t afer § ga=1 a7 dear §
TSI AT &7 ST JIeT HITSAT o Uk I EAART %0l G ST FAT gl UH § F2T 9aT Ig g T A9 Hiear
FT ZEITNT Fh gH FIT ZIAA FAT ATG &2 THHT STATAh TEAHTA Feh gH oA areft Fifeat % forw 3= sefie e &<
T2 rafer SRTTer i FeEAT F gHTET & RS 7 99T FdT 21 Tget 7 36 gare et /e Taw FEST d7 e g
o ¢ [ U ATATIORT TS o U Hesh TIee & g gHTLT ATAATU 3Tgd g1 STl 81 FT g a9 JEigs] af 0 ¢ & o+
o &1 TEAHT FXAT A g6 AT 9817 T FASR ag T "rerer #ifeAr a7 sfwenfh v ArSay #1 TAR w7 gH
fafsrer FeaTeti O% SaTS qeig HIAT ATRY, Alhd 36 g8 GTHE HIgTa il [ATE & T o971 T8 5| gH a9 &f s
TWEATT AL g1 A7 W31 g1 390 T e it T8 I o 1 7 GATT AT g6 Fids T6E Ael, ATohed HE T GTiHE T 37
AT AT a1 T2 3| ASta, g9 AT qT-a1 & JISd &, 97 5f (9 & A0 § Th(ae S a9d g| 997 g 4 gq
F9T o ST 2T 3% TSI o (I &2 7 o1 ST=T i 71 Hg o 82
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£) JOURNALISM OF COURAGE Date: 14-07-17

By a thousand cuts

CBFC culls in a documentary on Amartya Sen reflect a sobering pattern — of the
curbing of argument, intolerance of dissent.

Under the stewardship of Pahlaj Nihalani, the Central Board of Film Certification is going where no censor has
dreamt of going before. From being a habitual objector to allegedly lurid images and bad language, it has
graduated to being affrighted by everyday words and phrases. It has demanded the removal of terms like
“Hindu India”, “Gujarat” and “cow” from The Argumentative Indian, a documentary on Amartya Sen. The
organisation, set up to protect the public from the excesses of potboiler cinema, now presumes to cull the
thoughts of one of India’s foremost public intellectuals.The CBFC’s censoring of “Gujarat” and “cow” is the stuff
of stereotypes about banana republics, but its presumption is no laughing matter. Presumably, it enjoys
government support. The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting selects the board members and the
chairman, and Nihalani’s appointment has been controversial. Immediately after assuming office, he had
expressed profuse admiration for the prime minister, and board members had resigned en masse on account of
his apparent proximity to the ruling party, the BJP. “Gujarat” is not the first place name that the board has
objected to, and tried to scrub out. Nihalani had earlier issued a list of banned terms which included
“Bombay”.The arbitrariness had caused the CBFC much embarrassment when the list was leaked. The board,
under him, ordered multiple deletions in Udta Punjab including references to “Punjab”.

The bizarre demand for surgery on a documentary could be seen as part of a general phenomenon which is
narrowing the spectrum of thought and expression by a thousand cuts. This government has been seen to be
impatient with its critics, and the effects have been visible from the time of the “award wapsi” of 2015, when
many in the creative community rejected state recognition. It has allowed a disabling environment to develop
which favours authorised versions, and in which the curbing or trashing of alternative opinions has gone
unchecked. In the creative domain, the hounding of authors and filmmakers has been damaging for democracy.
Nihalani himself has shown an unhealthy enthusiasm for censoring rather than certifying, which is the
statutorily defined purpose of the CBFC. This has a stifling effect on creative expression in cinema, reflecting
the attenuation of the public discourse. He, and his board, would be well advised to consider Sen’s warning in
The Argumentative Indian — the book, not the documentary: “Nor let us be resentful when others differ from
us... Their right is our wrong, and our right is their wrong.”
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THE HINDU

Date: 14-07-17
It's not help, it's work

We need a legislation to regulate domestic work

Employing a help in house? Only after verification,” says the ad’s headline. Below, in capital letters, appears a
warning: “An unverified domestic help can pose a serious security risk.” And then a call to action: “Contact
your beat constable or local police station for domestic help verification.”The copy is set against a visual of a
cop taking a picture of a young girl, presumably the domestic help, while an elderly woman, her employer,
looks on. The girl picked to represent the ‘domestic help’ has the features of an adivasi, is slightly built, and
dark-complexioned. She is shown standing, in one corner of the frame, while the cop and her employer are
seated.Readers of English newspapers would be familiar with this ad campaign, urging them to get their
domestic helps verified by the police. Of late, these ads have become a matter of great concern for unions,
domestic workers, and social activists, who say the campaign reeks of class prejudice.

But what they find most objectionable is the criminalisation of people on the basis of their occupation. Copies
of so-called police verification forms are doing the rounds of housing societies across Delhi. Domestic workers
are being made to fill up the form and submit them to the nearest police station.The data sought by the form
includes, among other things, the domestic help’s “petwords of speech”, “physical built”, “complexion” and
“handwriting specimen”, besides descriptions of eyes, hair, tattoo marks, and prints of all the fingers of both
hands. No such information is sought about the employer, despite there being ample evidence to suggest that
the security threat works the other way too.Indeed, hardly a week goes by without some news report about a
domestic help being abused by her employer. Cases of torture, beatings, sexual assault, and incarceration are
common. If anything, one could argue that in this sector, it is the employer who poses a bigger security threat
— to the employee.

Lack of recognition

For the record, no other category of workers is required to register themselves with the police. In a country
where 93% of the workforce is in the unorganised sector and therefore beyond the purview of most labour laws,
domestic workers represent a new low in terms of disempowerment: they are not even recognised as workers.
Their work — cooking, cleaning, dish-washing, baby-sitting — is not recognised as work by the state.
Criminalisation is thus the last straw.

India has only two laws that, in a roundabout way, construe domestic helps as workers. The Unorganised
Workers’ Social Security Act, 2008, (UWSSA) and the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace
(Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013. While the former is a social welfare scheme, the latter is
aims to protect working women in general. Neither of these recognises domestic helps as rights-bearing
workers.Yet this recognition is a necessary pre-condition for state regulation. Strangely enough, it exists — in
the form of a draft National Policy for Domestic Workers. This policy not only calls for promoting awareness of
domestic work as a “legitimate labour market activity”, but also recommends amending existing labour laws to
ensure that domestic workers enjoy all the labour rights that other workers do. But the government seems to be
in no hurry to adopt it.Domestic work as an economic activity is too vast and employs too many to remain
unregulated. Though the 2011 NSSO data put the number of domestic workers at 3.9 million, trade unions
estimate the number to be around 10 million. Most of these are from vulnerable communities — Adivasis, Dalits
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or landless OBCs. Nearly all of them are migrant workers. And an overwhelming number are women.The
apparently endless supply of domestic workers has a lot to do with the decline of employment opportunities in
the agriculture and manufacturing sectors, which took a hit post-2008. At the same time, demand kept rising,
as the entry of middle class and upper middle class women into the male-dominated world of work was not
matched in scale by a corresponding entry of men into the (feminised) realm of unpaid housework.Poorer
women from the hinterlands stepped in to fill the labour gap, for some remuneration. Today, the economic
value of housework is no longer disputed. But the nexus of the state and the market has managed to keep
domestic work outside the realm of economic regulation. Neither the Maternity Benefits Act nor the Minimum
Wages Act or any of the scores of other labour laws apply to domestic work. Domestic workers can be hired and
fired at will. The employer has no legally binding obligations.

A regulatory framework

Some have attempted to justify the government’s reluctance to regulate domestic work on the grounds that the
workplace is a private household which should not be encroached upon by the state. But this argument does
not hold since the anti-sexual harassment law recognises the private household as a workplace. Besides, we
already have a draft legislation that presents a model for regulating domestic work without inviting the state
into the living room, as it were.

The National Platform for Domestic Workers submitted a draft bill, the Domestic Workers Regulation of Work
and Social Security Bill, 2016, to the government in January. Going beyond state-centric welfare measures, it
calls for the compulsory registration of the employer and the employee with the District Board for regulation of
domestic workers. Unlike the UWSSA, which puts the onus on the state, it mandates the collection of cess from
the employer for the maintenance of a social security fund for domestic workers, whose access would be
mediated through an identity card.This framework achieves both the objectives of police verification —
security, and documentation of identification data. But in a refreshing contrast, it does so not by criminalising
domestic helps but by empowering them as rights-bearing workers.Thus, to view domestic workers as a
security threat is but another way of denying them the status of workers. The policy mindset regarding
domestic workers must shift from a law-and-order paradigm to one about workers’ rights. A good place to start
would be to consider enacting a Domestic Workers Regulation of Work and Social Security Act.
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