
 

  

Israel: Formalising a warm partnership

ET Editorials  

dominated discussions. Israel is a leader in conservation and efficiency of water use, and improved agricultural 
productivity. These are crucial areas for India, and priorities for the government given its goal of doubling farmer 
incomes by 2022. The growing pressures on water exacerbated by climate change and rising demand make this an 
important sector. The $40-million bilateral technology innovation fund in industrial development will help 
augment R&D and create a framework for pa
cyber defences should be a priority area of joint research.

 Terror is the other big-ticket issue. Mindful of India’s relationship with countries in West Asia and the Gulf region, 
the joint statement does not specify any particular source of threat to peace and stability. Instead, it stresses on 
cooperating to combat growing radicalisation and terrorism, including cyber threats. The joint statement stresses 
on reliance on dialogue and restraint.This visit does not signal India picking sides in the Israel
India remains committed to a resolution that is democratic and that ensures the rights of the Palestinians and 
Israelis are protected. In engaging with Palestine and Israe

play honest broker should it choose to do so
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Israel: Formalising a warm partnership 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Israel, the first by an Indian 
head of government, and his Israeli counterpart’s warm reception 
mark a milestone. The partnerships and agreements
finalised are important but what makes this visit historic is the formal 
dehyphenation of Israel and Palestine in India’s foreign 
policy.Allowing for the development of India’s open partnership in 
West Asia, it is not a question of choosing one side over another, but 
of putting in place relationships that are independent, strategic and 
mutually beneficial. The visit sends out a political signal to business to 
step up partnership, trade and investment. 

It is no surprise that innovation, water, agriculture and terror 
dominated discussions. Israel is a leader in conservation and efficiency of water use, and improved agricultural 
productivity. These are crucial areas for India, and priorities for the government given its goal of doubling farmer 
ncomes by 2022. The growing pressures on water exacerbated by climate change and rising demand make this an 

million bilateral technology innovation fund in industrial development will help 
augment R&D and create a framework for partnership by Indian and Israeli researchers.
cyber defences should be a priority area of joint research. 

ticket issue. Mindful of India’s relationship with countries in West Asia and the Gulf region, 
statement does not specify any particular source of threat to peace and stability. Instead, it stresses on 

cooperating to combat growing radicalisation and terrorism, including cyber threats. The joint statement stresses 
int.This visit does not signal India picking sides in the Israel

India remains committed to a resolution that is democratic and that ensures the rights of the Palestinians and 
Israelis are protected. In engaging with Palestine and Israel as separate entities, New Delhi has created the space to 

play honest broker should it choose to do so.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Israel, the first by an Indian 
head of government, and his Israeli counterpart’s warm reception 
mark a milestone. The partnerships and agreements that have been 
finalised are important but what makes this visit historic is the formal 
dehyphenation of Israel and Palestine in India’s foreign 
policy.Allowing for the development of India’s open partnership in 

one side over another, but 
of putting in place relationships that are independent, strategic and 
mutually beneficial. The visit sends out a political signal to business to 

, agriculture and terror 
dominated discussions. Israel is a leader in conservation and efficiency of water use, and improved agricultural 
productivity. These are crucial areas for India, and priorities for the government given its goal of doubling farmer 
ncomes by 2022. The growing pressures on water exacerbated by climate change and rising demand make this an 

million bilateral technology innovation fund in industrial development will help 
rtnership by Indian and Israeli researchers.The lacunae in India’s 

ticket issue. Mindful of India’s relationship with countries in West Asia and the Gulf region, 
statement does not specify any particular source of threat to peace and stability. Instead, it stresses on 

cooperating to combat growing radicalisation and terrorism, including cyber threats. The joint statement stresses 
int.This visit does not signal India picking sides in the Israel-Palestine conflict. 

India remains committed to a resolution that is democratic and that ensures the rights of the Palestinians and 
l as separate entities, New Delhi has created the space to 
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सहयोग संभावनाए ं

सपंादक य 

भारत और इजरायल के बीच कूटनियक संबंध 1992 म थािपत ए। उसके बाद से दोन  देश िनरंतर ब आयामी साझदेारी का िह सा बने ह। 

नर  मोदी पहल े भारतीय धानमं ी ह जो इजरायल क  या ा पर गए ह। इजरायल के धानमं ी बजािमन नेत या  के साथ उनक  

मुलाकात के बाद यह माना जा सकता ह ै क वृहद आ थक बंधन, ापा रक उदारीकरण, पयावरण संर ण और िनवेश के मोच पर दोन  

देश  के बीच आपसी सहयोग और अिधक गहरा होगा। यह मुलाकात ि प ीय कारोबार और िनवेश को भी बढ़ावा देगी जो अ यथा ठहरा रहा 

ह।ै उदाहरण के िलए दोन  देश  के बीच र ा संबंध  म िव तार क  पूरी गुंजाइश ह।ै त य यह ह ै क भारत दिुनया म र ा उपकरण  के सबसे 

बड़े आयातक  म से एक ह ैऔर इजरायल दिुनया के सबसे बड़े चार िनयातक  म शािमल ह।ै इससे यह संकेत साफ ह ै क यह गठजोड़ भिव य 

म और अिधक मजबूत हो सकता ह।ै दोन  देश  के बीच र ा और आतंकवाद उ मूलन कारवाई के िलए ोन और अंत र  ौ ोिगक  म 

सहयोग क  मदद से आपसी र त  को और मजबूत कया जा सकता ह।ै ले कन राजनियक और साम रक र त  से इतर मोदी क  तीन 

दवसीय इजरायल या ा और अिधक फलदायी हो सकती ह,ै बशत क यह खेती और जल बंधन तकनीक जैसे े  म भी ि प ीय सहयोग 

पर यान दे। य ेव े े  ह जहा ंइजरायल को भारी बढ़त हािसल ह।ैपानी का कफायती इ तेमाल और खारे और खराब पानी का पुनच ण वह 

े  ह ैिजसम दोन  देश साझा सहयोग कर सकते ह। करीब सात दशक पहल ेजब इजरायल का गठन आ तब वहा ंपानी क  भारी कमी थी। 

उसके भूभाग का 60 फ सदी िह सा रेतीला था और बाक  िह सा एकदम शु क। बा रश म भी लगातार कमी आ रही थी। 

 इसके बावजूद इजरायल ने न केवल अपनी बढ़ती आबादी के िलए ज रत का पानी जुटाया बि क अपन ेपड़ोसी मु क  को पानी का िनयात 

करना भी शु  कया। इजरायल न ेखारे समु ी जल को मीठा बनाया। अब उसक  कुल खपत म एक ितहाई पानी ऐसा ही ह।ै उसने ऐसी 

तकनीक िवकिसत क  ह िजसक  मदद से हवा से पानी ख चकर उसे ऐसे थान  पर ल ेजाया जाता ह ैजहां ताजे पानी क  कमी ह।ै भारत म 

ऐसी अनेक जगह ह और य ेतकनीक भारतीय  क  पेय जल संबंधी ज रत  को पूरा कर सकती ह।इसी तरह जब धानमं ी ने भारतीय 

कृिषिवद  को कम पानी और अिधक फसल का नारा दया तो यह बात जानना ज री ह ै क इजरायल ने कम से कम क टनाशक , उवरक  

आ द के इ तेमाल से अिधक से अिधक फसल उगान ेम िवशेष ता हािसल क  ह।ै इजरायल क  िवशेष ता क  मदद से भारत कृिष उ पादकता 

म जबरद त इजाफा कर सकता ह।ै भारत-इजरायल कृिष प रयोजना पहल ेसे ही चल रही ह।ै उसम ऐसी कृिष तकनीक  का दशन कया 

गया ह।ै बहरहाल, इसका भाव मोटे तौर पर छोटी जगह  तक सीिमत ह ै य क इन ौ ोिगक  म भारी पूंजी क  आव यकता होती ह।ै 

इसक  एक वजह यह भी ह ै क भारतीय कृिष सार एजिसयां कसान  तक इसका ान सही ढंग से प चंा नह  पात । इसके अित र  कई 

छोटे और सीमांत कसान, िजनको ऐसी तकनीक क  सबसे अिधक आव यकता ह,ै वे इ ह नह  आजमा पाते ह य क इनम शु आती िनवेश 

ब त यादा ह।ै भारतीय कृिष शोध सं थान ि प सचाई और अ य सू म सचाई व था  को स ता बनाने पर काम कर रह ेह ता क व े

कसान  को सहज उपल ध ह । माना जा रहा ह ै क धानमं ी क  यह या ा संयु  भारत इजरायल यास का सबब बनेगी और यह र ता 

देश के कसान  को बेहतरीन तकनीक  सहयोग दलाएगा। िजसक  कमी फलहाल उनको खल रही ह।ै
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चीनी िव तारवाद के िखलाफ राजनियक स यता ज री 

सपंादक य 

चीन िव तारवादी तथा वच ववादी रा  ह ैऔर उसके इसी च र  के कारण िस म 

से टर के डोकलाम म भारत और उसके बीच संघष क  ि थित पैदा ई ह।ै भारतीय 

सेना ने भूटान और िस म सीमा के ि कोण पर चीन के सड़क िनमाण को तकरीबन 

20 दन से रोक रखा ह।ै तभी से चीनी सेना और राजनियक फनफना रह ेह। भारतीय 

र ामं ी उसका जवाब दे चुके ह पर मामला ठंडा होने का नाम नह  ल े रहा ह।ै 

हालां क भारतीय सेना न ेचीन के सड़क िनमाण को रोकने के िलए बल योग करन ेक  

बजाय मानव शृंखंला बनाई ह ै फर भी चीनी िवशेष  इसे यु  क  ि थित बता रह ेह। 

सबसे तीखा बयान भारत ि थत चीनी राजदतू का ह,ै िजसने कहा ह ै क अब गद भारत 

के पाल ेम ह।ै 
  

चीन के एक अ य िवशेष  न ेधमकाते ए सै य कारवाई क  चेतावनी दे डाली ह।ै य ेि थितयां चीन के च र  को प  तो करती ही ह ले कन, 

भारत क  राजनियक नाकामी को भी बताती ह। उसे इस मोच पर िजतनी राजनियक स यता क  ज रत ह ैउतनी वह दखा नह  पा रहा 

ह।ै नर  मोदी के धानमं ी बनन ेके बाद िनि त तौर पर भारतीय राजनय पूरी दिुनया म दखाई पड़ रहा ह।ै मोदी का पहल ेयूरोप, फर 

अमे रका और इजरायल दौरा होने के साथ भारत, जापान और अमे रक  सेना का ताजा मालाबार सै य अ यास उसी शृंखला क  किड़यां ह। यह 

यास भारत क  ताकत बढ़ाने और चीन को रोकने के िलए भी ह ैले कन, असर उ टा हो रहा ह।ै चीन िचढ़ा आ ह ै क भारत उसक  बजाय 

अमे रका क  ओर जा रहा ह ैऔर दलाई लामा ने अ णाचल देश का दौरा कया, िजसे वह अपना देश बताता ह।ै हालां क दिुनया को एक 

ापार और देश  को बाजार समझने वाल ेनीितकार आ त ह क यु  करना तो चीन के िहत म ह ैऔर ही भारत के और वह होने वाला ह।ै पर 

उदारीकरण के तकरीबन 27 साल के रकॉड बतात ेह क रा  ने सेना  का योग बंद नह  कया ह।ै इसिलए अगर शंघाई सहयोग संगठन 

और ि स के सहारे भारत चीन के बीच आ थक याकलाप बढ़ने के साथ सीमा िववाद घटने और हल होने क  उ मीद ह तो 1962 और 1967 

क  कड़वी मृितय  के दोहराए जाने के खतरे भी ह। प  तौर पर मौजूदा सम या का समाधान तो यु  म ह ैऔर ही लगातार रा ीय सं भुता 

का वज ऊंचा उठाते जाने म। समाधान चीन से ापार और राजनियक संवाद बढ़ाने म ही ह।ै 
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In Defence of Esoterica 

Lack of high-end research has a cascading effect. It impacts people’s 
earning abilities 

 M. Rajivlochan The writer is member, State Higher Education Council, Chandigarh and director, 
Internal Quality Assurance Cell, Panjab University

If that happens, we can effectively bid goodbye to being a society committed to whatever little higher order 
learning that is happening in India. Could it be that in the absence of high
investigation seems to be happening at the lower
on formal learning in the misguided belief that if such learning is not insightful or exciting then why waste time on 
it? Data does suggest that this might be the case. The All India Survey of Higher Education says that in 2016, about 
17 per cent of those who graduated from India’s colleges took a BSc degree, 15 per cent went in for an engineering 
degree, 11 per cent studied commerce, 3 per cent passed out w
law. Some 3.9 million graduates, half of the total number, preferred a BA degree. Whether this large mass of Indian 
BAs are making Indians better human beings is not yet known. What is known is that it is n
wealth creators. 

 What we also know is that young Indians do not seem to be particularly excited about taking the technical kind of 
education that primarily creates wealth.
there are many surprises. The 66th round of survey by NSSO, found that only 2 per cent of the Indian labour force 
had any formal technical education. Common sense suggests that they might have learnt something on the job, 
some of them might have acquired skills simply by working under an ustad or there might have been hereditary 
skills imparted by the much-touted caste system in which children take up the profession of their fathers.
also show that about 5 per cent of the workers have a
informal sources or through self-learning. Only about 7 per cent workers had exposure to any work
education, whether formal or non-formal. Such absence of knowledge and skills may or may not resul

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (0

                                                                                    

 

end research has a cascading effect. It impacts people’s 

The writer is member, State Higher Education Council, Chandigarh and director, 
Internal Quality Assurance Cell, Panjab University 

Indians in India do not do high-end research. That is well
known. What is less well-known is that they do not do much 
low-end research either. This seems to have an anti
cascading effect lower down, and a disastrous impact on earning 
abilities. To add to this, in June, a division bench of the Bombay 
High Court suggested that the school boards examine the 
possibility of making Mathematics an optional subject for the 
Class X examination. Apparently, the Court found that 90 per 
cent of those who dropped out of school did so because of 
Mathematics and English which, in their view, was unfair if the 
student needed to study Arts subjects for which there was, the 
judges suggested, no need to know Mathematics.

If that happens, we can effectively bid goodbye to being a society committed to whatever little higher order 
learning that is happening in India. Could it be that in the absence of high-end research, not much exciting 

seems to be happening at the lower-end of the research spectrum? And are we, as a society, giving up 
on formal learning in the misguided belief that if such learning is not insightful or exciting then why waste time on 

be the case. The All India Survey of Higher Education says that in 2016, about 
17 per cent of those who graduated from India’s colleges took a BSc degree, 15 per cent went in for an engineering 
degree, 11 per cent studied commerce, 3 per cent passed out with a medical degree and about 1 per cent studied 
law. Some 3.9 million graduates, half of the total number, preferred a BA degree. Whether this large mass of Indian 
BAs are making Indians better human beings is not yet known. What is known is that it is n

What we also know is that young Indians do not seem to be particularly excited about taking the technical kind of 
education that primarily creates wealth.Surely, such people end up as part of the workforce. On that 
there are many surprises. The 66th round of survey by NSSO, found that only 2 per cent of the Indian labour force 
had any formal technical education. Common sense suggests that they might have learnt something on the job, 

acquired skills simply by working under an ustad or there might have been hereditary 
touted caste system in which children take up the profession of their fathers.

also show that about 5 per cent of the workers have acquired skills commensurate with their work through 
learning. Only about 7 per cent workers had exposure to any work

formal. Such absence of knowledge and skills may or may not resul
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end research has a cascading effect. It impacts people’s 

The writer is member, State Higher Education Council, Chandigarh and director, 

end research. That is well-
known is that they do not do much 

end research either. This seems to have an anti-learning 
ing effect lower down, and a disastrous impact on earning 

abilities. To add to this, in June, a division bench of the Bombay 
High Court suggested that the school boards examine the 
possibility of making Mathematics an optional subject for the 

nation. Apparently, the Court found that 90 per 
cent of those who dropped out of school did so because of 
Mathematics and English which, in their view, was unfair if the 
student needed to study Arts subjects for which there was, the 

ed to know Mathematics. 

If that happens, we can effectively bid goodbye to being a society committed to whatever little higher order 
end research, not much exciting 

end of the research spectrum? And are we, as a society, giving up 
on formal learning in the misguided belief that if such learning is not insightful or exciting then why waste time on 

be the case. The All India Survey of Higher Education says that in 2016, about 
17 per cent of those who graduated from India’s colleges took a BSc degree, 15 per cent went in for an engineering 

ith a medical degree and about 1 per cent studied 
law. Some 3.9 million graduates, half of the total number, preferred a BA degree. Whether this large mass of Indian 
BAs are making Indians better human beings is not yet known. What is known is that it is not enabling them to be 

What we also know is that young Indians do not seem to be particularly excited about taking the technical kind of 
Surely, such people end up as part of the workforce. On that count too 

there are many surprises. The 66th round of survey by NSSO, found that only 2 per cent of the Indian labour force 
had any formal technical education. Common sense suggests that they might have learnt something on the job, 

acquired skills simply by working under an ustad or there might have been hereditary 
touted caste system in which children take up the profession of their fathers.Statistics 

cquired skills commensurate with their work through 
learning. Only about 7 per cent workers had exposure to any work-related 

formal. Such absence of knowledge and skills may or may not result in 
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potentially harmful workmanship. But at the level of the worker, it certainly lowers earning ability.Those with a 
diploma or certificate, the NSSO survey suggested, earned considerably more as compared to their uneducated and 
unskilled co-workers. In agriculture, the skilled worker earned 31 per cent more than his/her peers. In trade, the 
increment was 36 per cent, it was 64 per cent in mining and quarrying, 80-95 per cent in manufacturing and in the 
construction sector a more knowledgeable worker ended up earning twice as much. The earnings of those without 
any formal learning were so low as to put them close to the official poverty level in the country.Could it be that to 
boost Indians’ interest in formal learning, the high-end researchers need to ramp up their efforts, work on exciting 
problems, create electrifying results, demonstrate the importance of their conclusions, enthuse people towards 
formal learning?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 


