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Just let go

Remember ‘minimum government, maximum governance’, privatise Air India

TOI Editorials

The Narendra Modi government has started the process of shedding
government stake in Air India, a symbolically important step to project
its reformist credentials. A complete stake sale in the airline should be
the goal of a group of ministers led by finance minister Arun Jaitley, who
are to look into relevant details including quantum of disinvestment.
The last NDA government toyed with the idea of privatising Air India but
failed to carry it out. Tax payers have had to pay a heavy price for the
missed opportunity.

Therefore, on this occasion the Modi government must finish the job.It
makes no sense for a government to run commercial operations in areas such as aviation, where private companies do a
satisfactory job. One, the government faces conflicts of interests when it makes policy, appoints the regulator and also
has a commercial stake. In such a scenario, consumer welfare is inevitably given short shrift. Two, it is a poor choice in
terms of resource allocation. To illustrate, India’s rural healthcare facilities are abysmal and the market will not plug the
gap. It is in an area such as this that government should allocate its resources as there is no viable alternative.Air India
represents the worst of government’s forays into commercial ventures.

The company has been unable to make a net profit over the last decade. Even an elaborate turnaround plan cleared five
years ago has failed to deliver. It is best to end the experiment as the plan envisaged an equity infusion of Rs 42,182
crore over a 20-year period. This will be a colossal waste of resources as the current ownership structure has been
unable to iron out many operational flaws. For instance, a recent CAG audit concluded that deployment of aircraft was
low. This is odd for a loss making company.

The Jaitley-led ministerial group will have to formulate a plan to privatise Air India as the sale is to encompass its five
subsidiaries. There is a debt burden in the region of Rs 50,000 crore which needs attention. But Air India owns many
assets such as real estate that improve its financial position. Letting go of Air India should be used as an opportunity to
change India’s governing philosophy. The government should not be in business and it must live up to its promise of
minimum government, maximum governance.
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WannaCry again?

The digital revolution has many rewards, but rolling cyberattacks show
up its flip side

TOI Editorials

Just last month the WannaCry infection hobbled hundreds of thousands
of computers across 150 plus countries and this week another global
cyberattack has wreaked havoc. Some security experts warn that this
time the ransomware virus is actually a wiper in disguise, aiming at
erasing data rather than extort. Either way the vulnerability of both
businesses and critical national infrastructure has once again been
worryingly exposed. India may be the worst affected by Petya/NotPetya
in Asia, with both Mumbai’s Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust and Gujarat’s
Pipavav Port being hit.

There’s no doubt that we are living in an era of new vulnerabilities. Terrorism has spread online. Hacking of elections
now looks like a realisable possibility rather than just an outlandish conspiracy theory. And as the internet of things
become all-embracing (hooking up all automobiles, medical devices, TVs, manufacturing operations, power plants, etc)
the task of outpacing ransomware, hacks and other cybercrime will only grow more demanding.One name for this
transition is the fourth industrial revolution. The first industrial revolution dramatically improved conditions of both
work and leisure but not without big costs — the toll of global warming for example is still rising. Likewise today’s
transition carries dangers. Perfect security is unattainable. But the right combination of national policies and
international protocols, individual and corporate safeguards can minimise risks. Government of India needs to get much
more serious about cyber defence and so does India Inc. Poorly maintained IT infrastructure will expose it to attack. It is
also important to underscore that the WannaCry attack was defeated by a British researcher’s kill switch. Individual
heroes — interestingly including ethical hackers or bug hunters — continue to play a big role even in the new digital story.

The Economic ' Times Date: 30-06-17

For quiet diplomacy on the China border

ET Editorials

There is no gainsaying that the Chinese decision to block passage through the Nathu La pass for Kailash Mansarovar
pilgrims is a setback. This has to be resolved through quiet diplomacy, without bluster and verbal aggression of the kind
that runs riot on most television channels when they discuss relations with Pakistan or China.India and China are two
ancient civilisations that have coexisted in peace and mutual respect for millennia. The first attempt to formally
demarcate boundaries took place under colonial rule and this has left its mark on Sino-Indian relations, the two
countries fighting a brief war over rights over territory. The solution is for India and China to discuss the boundary as two
sovereign nations, taking into account history, geography, culture and current realities —a process that began after Rajiv
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Gandhi’s visit to Beijing in December 1988 and still continues.The Chinese have taken umbrage over the Dalai Lama’s
visit to Arunachal Pradesh. India probably needs to take afresh look at how it sees the Dalai Lama.India gave the spiritual
and temporal leader of Tibet refuge, after he fled Chinese forces, purely on humanitarian grounds. India fully recognises
China’s right over Tibet.China’s claims to portions of Himalayan land that India sees as its own stem from the result of
Tibetan expansionism in the past, under previous Dalai Lamas, and the firm location of Tibet as a part of China.
Respecting any special right for the Dalai Lama to visit Arunachal Pradesh or other areas that China claims as Tibetan
and, therefore, Chinese territory is to grant a Tibetan connection to these territories. Why should official policy grant
any Tibetan connection to these territories that official policy claims as India’s own? The Dalai Lama need not stray into
areas adjacent to Tibet to expend humanitarian pangs.It is not in anyone’s interest for a minor wrangle between India
and China to develop into a major row in which other major powers feel obliged to weigh in. The political leadership and
India’s diplomatic cadre must follow through on this logic.

FTATE 3T FReay U= ¢ SHuadt 7 97 SHER

FIHIT

STroEdY T 981 &1 F A | AT et srerhTet v @ie § a1 39 siw
T % HEeA F TARIL Al (o6 AT ST ThaTl T 30 o0 H AT 79 7 407
& @At TSa T FTR FAT agE-adial, -2 & dTaeE e
TEATT & T8 TR AT 1 T q9E Tg GHIET ATIRH A AR
wtrar it off SeereT Suerfey wgr ST Tt 81 e uE o ¥ S
st Y 71g arfehe aforta @1 SHuedt o wrae a7 93he F g3 %9 aa6
T TATT <k (AT 81 SroedT e it 93 Feq7 92 off e foeame &
AT FTd THAT o 21 TH 919 o (o6 THHT 21 TahdT & T Fle sraea T
O AT H QU7 A5l gld il I AT T [ST2LT TAT TZAT gl 6 ATHA § gHIT Rahie a1 § o g 6 e gam
FLh THA s Aol HeTU fAhfad 1 & ST AT AT THHT gLl IaTe00 8| gl T SISl it @IHAT 1 a1 &
AT F AT ¥ FEA T HEME FT Tg4T ARgrd gl Faw= F =g=aw 0.3 & 0.7 Fra<y 7 a5 6 91 Fat g1 q9a9 927
FRTET T o3 3T TS & TqL I gL ITA & g, ST AT o1 § A7 & o agad a1 AT artad af 9l gl T8 39
Far-Fartaet ¥ foro oft gy arfaa ar a6 2, St 2orvw § et areat 81| @aR W a9 o9 99 27 99 T §
e % forT strare 39T IE TR T 2,51l SRt ATy ot T2 81 R qrreT Rt 7 get siw i iy 118 a7 e e
S| TIH T2 919 Tg 2 6 O T ST o AN Figd T8 ¢ [ STUHey & % hareaa o forw g=er STy S sy
TEd AEcA Ul gl T A¥E qeH el foreew g u¥ foaral & a1 ST Fanvm| e & 91 # for 22 fasee & «ff st
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&1 M8 & qea7 AT g1 = AT 7 St FUT=AT % 90T 9gd 92T FH gl 67 0l UASIU 93T g0 od q AqT0 0

AT FEFHL | AT 60 GTHT ZHT Tol g1 SHTUHET % 3a a8 Helel § 389 F= l fehadt qraerel a<al s g, T2 af 997
CUERIRIN
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Rafa & foere %7 U i ufagrass e

T T (T A@F & J9+ A= 1) R wwa 7 srefaraft

TIAeTe & UH A0 TAH & 8Id & Sd s YT GE of ATs ASAAL F ATao[E THA-TH T FEAT FLqT g1 3T afeft 71 il
THT T A9 A ATAT &, T AT oI | TSSTelT ¥ 879 T 17 TT90F o FH T Lol T STg &g U TaT FT (STUEr) AR
TR ST e FTAT TS a7 ST, FSrEeht sramdt 20T, AR, qTSe, FiaTanr e ST it [Hefr-Seft smard & sarar
AT SAE T 9a9 TETHT T LT B9 % 91 T 0 § o1 6T g2 § o Jfee ff 1 warferd e 3¢ i
THTTEr SATEHTIAT ATSAT AE TOTTAT FTEATT TTSAT ol Tgel | gl FH TLATHIAE ATAT I FHEIET T FEIMN| 9T F TATTLATAT
(ST ST FET g2 TSI qT(edT 1 SIq H 6 q1 R0 ST 3Heh (70 UH FHATT gU &, ST 21 ThT & GAT 0l T oot
FEAT TTEEAT AT SHTUHET & T ATH A F TH &

Tf3 Fiefige, e 3w EReer g7 ST &1 STTEd § a7 STeed F2l il gHTLT sTaTihes SAaedT g farariorg ey g1 S T
=IRF 7T IS TeFe I9dT & a8 WAl & Hod S, Yo qod o, TdY o, TANEL &3, Aia e S, THETSS, SHaeid
TET F I[EAT § ST T G THAR A Hl AT 07 T8 STTH TIA F ATAT I TAT <l | AFL T TIE @ AT
fReet & Has S #§ 2o a1l 7 35 W T gl THH 15 HE q7 g A Uree 97 foaq di i § o S A17g awa &
zhagre # faerr daemtas oo oft 8, ST 29 TS SiY 7 Fx oA TRer TR F FLTT H ST Feg TEIAT B & T
qTeR Trg T FiFaferd st  AraTiors FegTor g1 Tl UF UH 07T § Jd 23 § Sioe GuF 2 q9ar & dhal &
o 2 ¥ 8, SrEds_d T F AT F FIERterd qEIar T TEdT F4T, ST 9 THY Sg9Te 97 i g G e '
TET 29 AT H TS TG & FH AT 97 ol | ATEASTTH THT 8, FA(h AIEATT Tg6 9gd Hd & A raq | 9gqq
BT I (o1 Tgd S grar g1 AT st et Td T Fa1T G, TP, TSa1 & qeaHs, 998 9ae7, gt
FISH & T AT Td TITAHAT HEE & F5 19 g1 H 27 UTAdglah 781 Hl L@iThd 2 6 (o0 AT 9o FAg |
T g1, ST 70 AT Tge Eqq=1aT & I& % 9719 gu ‘FHFfa & Areqreshre’ &t A18 aTI1 LM

Tg SATIF FT AT -2 T o= & Tged FT AT AR T gL ST | AT oATS = ST HLd %0l do
FAAT TF &1 9IT GIST & oI TISFeq &l foaia w2 qrusit| g /I it @ e [Fwior it gierems warfaa w2 & 9
F FRwTaT srfae TRt Seer o TN STTATar F W TTRTO T Staare 1 I UF &, Arsa ganter, e st
o SRIT| THHT TAAT GIIT ATARIATTET H FHT 3T ATAHTRAT & 7 ATEAT| AT R il Tl AR ST FTALLAAT T2 T
HTIET STATHTAN Tl M T8 Geaatad (309 UST) a9 &, ToehdT SHe a=4T 7! ATewT a1t ST S T8 &l ATl
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STT T & SHAT hiSe ag @I 7 95| [ o AT TTAT & T GG T FTALT AL AT IH <97 H HLHIT ! SAHGHAT T, ST
FE AR o ToIT T g Temer Tohisha STTTe 3 A¥etishd & & o 10T iae fAaeft seaer Meer srewfta g 78 99
ATt g T TETAT ST FARTEIT HE&T FIT F AT SHTUHET o HTE0T AT § HeAT A1 § 8 Hraal & rfers it gl
T ATty =t sreor Stecft 7 stqaT & T Stroedy st srafer & i & <7 widvera siht &1 Frem v

Srfere, STfeetar o fore wa o 99 1 7aea g % 90 7 ¥ s 9w i i fr T=r gefh e o o § fed g
2| S 9Tt T T4 FT Y UF B a¥ S T TSI AZT AT 34~ 5,12,18 37 28 FiHal 3| THHT Aaaa ¢ FHarat 3w mea
0 At Torere 7 ST o TorT AT T I[ST39T, ST STHuH ~ATAF SHAEAT Hl 39 FT G| SHeAT G 6 HIT AT Hl Sof SHTTEET
T 39T T TgaTd THenTT| 3Eel T § T 18 3fi¥ 28 HIHar &l [T 20 FHar i ¥ée< a¥ Al off, S awger i
AT H Feh GH gl ATAT| TH 98 FY ATART FIT b FTel ol [AT29T @ 2T ATl g2 et it sraeft f=ar ar &
ATHRTITET T TATE T BT T IHAT ATSTA T3AT B, ST Fee? 37 FBforesr Rt & At & F#7sie 2l

U q¥E F Tg A=a1 a1 & o Fol-Merehe @1 feew g2 et 3 fore smam g1 o) s it 3% 7 9991 04T o7, o9
T g 3T THHT AT Fgd A1 AR 1 8, Degia T 78 gagar adie & 81 amrengy @ F oo syt sretr=mr
HAT ATAT T TLHIT 7 & 3T AT I A TAT T Iecr@e i 290\ a7 IAT Z31 WAL 0l GrrHg il Fiaem &
FEATET HTed U, STUaet FStd § o ggArd MHT & oY s|gafd & a2 & 9 qErIrord ar| o0 &
HoTTHAT F =T § HET 7 SHUaet F7 e B o «f, 3w 47 3971 g0 1% 2014 § TaT=H=i a9 % 918 Iegid 9T
FIEFT e Tad ot Agcaqul 97 a2 2 o o9 AIdl A i, 9% F 9GS 6 g § AATTLTF AT AT T ATCH T
T TT ATl & AR AT AT T SO FATAT ATT 92T FE Toh- T UAT ATT 2 ST A9 T oTe2T 1T 2

i I -| l El % Date: 30-06-17

ATCA 1 TETEAT ST h1 T § SASEAT gehlahel?

TITEHAT T TFT GHTY 29T T & KT & T 497 g 9T o Bt ST it IUSAToer=T T ¥ | ¥ THAAT Ueh STERTT (e o
TS T ST T g1 Ao gl § 0T e 02 aF S=ard) § Tgel To U8 €19 9147 g1 To0d 9@ 97+ 9 6 for
et RISt &7 3o oaTe, T3, T Y ST aSiA1 AT | FaTST 347 SITaT g AT FTesrT & 912 | Tgi a1 gl
Il e S[ET SIY AT i Ga¥ gHET Tgol T+ T ST 2| 3¢ @ arar &7 | 7 TF a1 T2 HITA9T Ta9T FAT &
o ag I T=T 1T T AT TS F| T I B 9T TAd 8 AT TF Tg g o T ITha #0182 AqeTsid & Al |/
AT TRerarel it g1 998 TeAT gH Uk d¥g i AIIdl Y& F3d ¢ o 9ed off If0F Fa¢ 92 FEn Gae & a1
FIAATT Y YT &l T T 8§ AT ITHT SH Fa< ASTHIT gU Tei & e faaeft Ferers i =fadt asm #ErT sar
TASIT I 81 T 9T HH T AT 81 T80 g8 ara oft enfier g & werdsra ot 7 et awg =9, smerteft wmea =
gtafafarea 3 81 T FT TAH FTA qTel HeFawiig ATl o TRATIF 8 ST T AT AT AU § fAFward gl T7h
arr faesft 9ot siw fRfSreer zerar St st 2 g2 €13 st # e 3=f 8 a1 area & 39 s i #41 a9
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TU 2| AT ST O, FT HIAAT § [ AT UH gF A8 81 AEhad Jas-Jaradl il qealy, T9d ST ATCHTaTE 8§ 97
SMLTTATET =AY UHT i U9 FXd & ST g/ AT %l (@1 AT | S0 FHFAT, Geqd s@aei arer & § T0a T il T7edr
FH gy famdT g1 38 T@we fAaert 1 7g Thie 2raT € T3 Tg7 a9 R ST 9ehdT 8139 a7 i o ey 997 gram @
o6 S =9 &5 | o0 SO U T9F o & ST THE & J17 TPATET T S TAT | STafeh T HIATL HT Tog i doif
T F a7 o7 /T ¢ S et fashir fga oft Rarse gt ST @ 81 'HEe uF e F 39 99 F iy § 41 =T a6
farroror fohaT = 3|E aar =@ o 6 7T 2016 § 99T g0 a9 H 39 AT Hf 24,000 FUE FOF FT ST I 6 FH |
16,000 FIE FTT T =TT TAT T=T| ATErRier ATt & frapoor 7rg fmamar & & =mer sr== arare § arfSie &t 91 &< 12m|
AT AT & ST U2 3@ T J T[T ILEA Fg Heheded Hardl § SATET AZHIAT Al Tad|

T T | @7 S0 7 3 SR 3T AT TIAeTe T ATl AIgia | Tg TET 3= g FET SATUAT| SFHRHT § AT T
TITEAT 4 &f Tl I T2d & ST 39 U Fls Aig Aal Sl HAT| ST T o THSIA ST ofi ey FHaet &7 1 U 290 TH
FHTS A | Mgl T4 FeAT U2T| Fferswe 3ot § s o1 § oo g T &l Ja< (=T 7 91T 981 g a7 TRl TF T97g
2| T AIZIS =T Aoted g o S=rfeat § Sifew o it e 21 g div o areenf@s g §fF ssfae 1 soar e
FH FEA L AR & AT AGHE T 2| I3g qe hF a1 7 & 3 U7 &7 2 FArwerarsii § & e vdehid, 39, Taea v« av
JTAH T L ST HI I FrmT At St Frorre oft et t 8

TS ZH A | TeaT T Fawerar & s et F#41 =faa g J1ieu? o i) 2 997 § At 999 IgH a9 T8 ¢
AT FETEAT s AATATT Aal 6| F FTHLAT AT T TR Fd 2| TRATHIE, AT, AT, TETUH ST qad T AT
= warear oft SRR § IS ST S ueg A= i weher W E1 3T o e 3 fREr u% A9 g el v aro O e
o SATERTeT Fad Sevde Hil ATTH Tgo F BT I5T 75 2| T =T a1 FAT=2 7 &1 AT e, swspoont, e, i a7
oA feare FNETE F2T AT a1 29 98 FIOER G257 &4 | g €7 Tad 7t g1 a9 off gFE 92 § st f graq
TEAT 9 W21 8| RfSree Sorq & Stgt warer Y et g € agT Wis[aT Tere o9 w219 & oY A3 T The e i FA7a T 3
AT AT T2TE ITRT Fle 74T AT T Fleh T2 SIHA Fd | ATHRT T gl gohishd | o Uk 7T THE 6 TAh 5
ST ST AT ST AU T2 8 AT FIETRAT & (o7 HERT TEHAT F7 AR T F HIETET & (ol 9T &
T | 9T UgT 3% THE Agl 2rdi| ¥ aTediae SAHT 21T 8, 7 [ ATeHT TS it qTg AT F FSHIE FIA AT | T
qv 7T & o F THTH aremed e fRgdl F Sras[@ FAT a9 ST AUAT FILETE FATH H THA &1 AT ST TFLTARLT ATl
AT § gAY AT FT AT s AR q1T Tol g gTeAiieh = ardl & a1 T F AgH TaT91< gU 8| THAT (FATHIE T
et aAta FRforat wiew, e 391 § stverea Rferadt & e & 98t ara+t # fawar 3 81 «fF 78 fF=m e awdT
T forgrs & &7 Jome BT rm e fhergrer st faga 87 @ € SO g we ausama s rw aew g A
GETHL0T & HaF H1F o |
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TqEqia g e & e 984

T (g (@ IR TH gl T 37 it A= €)

AT ANTTHT 17 S[ATS T FATAT STAT TTEATT FAT| TATTE TASIT ST F gt THATT At g hr yeareft a9mm g, a8t
feraeft T & =T FHR F1 T IforT q4T 1 AT ATT-GIATHT IR srotraery €1 7T FAR A AT ©ff w7 F 9§
TATE & § HGT FAT & (o107 T T2 qT FI1AT 39 57 | FSTTH AATT FHI 6 AJcd a1l Ty TgEsaedT i THa
Aeft &= 9T F A= g O qean W= At €, T w7 H FarE ¥ U @) aT9E I Tgl q9dr 3w
TLTAHAT 4R AIGT AT ATSTAT TeTeT ATHT oTg T 15T qATAT 1 I97 T TUEAT LT g o qgafad TE7-3W, ATH-HIg T 9
BT STIAT HTF ¥ | AT FTAeTT § TPAT it (el SaemT a1 T=eal & i 6l warwet § STl gl TFh 9k
LT % d=ag 60 F T8 A 2T g I8 (APATT T TASTITA) 8, ST T F STroeqor, TREeor ofi¥ §eqor 7 ey ofd
g, STt o= Y TRTiersTT Agr aF o TemaaEt s o1 % wer =Araveter € wiema § Fryv £ orqwr Aq g1 a@t g
A AT F o0 =88 74 F dgd AEHST Fi T % AET FTT FLAT TR T9TAT 4T 8| g dehe a8 T@ar g
o Trgafa sraet eroer 3 ETe @A i AT FE AT SRR TEUE o dgd a6 997 | UH A9 AU ST
TeRTATT TTEITAAT T Taash &l qLsMig &l 3T T TSI ol GAHIAT Lol o RIAATIOrT § IEeRT TET T

AT o MU S o A& TPATT T2 o TIH T T7 § I UHT AT 0l FHeAT0 g, Sregia Tgafa-Hraariersht & daei ot
AT AT TEeT ot 8% & AAT XA & ATASE TSiE TATE AT AAEATT Ha ST 07 o<, B3 Fie 5 a2 st qg7
T R Tl A0S § A5 shiae & w7 wuw geoft, s & qraarer @faw stiorige afafa F srexer fF o, 9737 F FrameeT
F 9TE TTPATT T IHTET FLT FT AU FLF T, TS I qoshret T 2 o 9g% =899 g% 81 TU F49i{F 3¢ I8
T F g Taw ¥ foege o AT g F age ar Geft & o foraewe AareT, et 3a9r g aga A qoft T
T foam e Tsis Yo | T 19 T 919 Tl TR, TeiE T91e 0| 23 Fire f&aer 9% a1 gagrias 197 33 T3 agata
T AT A7 FoF U a7 ekt g9 giafAtaeasT a8t Tadt| st qr=er o7 B argafa srarfer it g% garg qme &t
TTET AZT| Sreid qgE T or@T - 28 7Tl § & " 6 T 719 7 a1eq 92| {6 adq1e 998 e arht g 3 g9a67
Tl oS &, TorgTeIT & o T AT T areT qEH1THE d1% oF WPATAAT FT FTAFRT S fars F FoAdr @Tl $T TS ad
ATaRar & FTae sdt TN 42F e Hemed & agd Tgatd & ared haT 3T & a8 99 § qria Rt o fErees 1
AT HIHT TEq@d Y| I AT AT T HILTLS o Aqcd H TAAT AT TS a7 IHA 6 FATeH H Tq4T af aaara 647 &
Trgafa Rt off forerre v aeaad Fif ASig® g, AT U 912 9 I [ATG A1 g §9a & ITH Al 9 2|

AT o AT aF % S(Agm™ & qa9 sq7aT fFame gafa oo &g s searws= wefta 7ieft % $i= w2 T o ager &
ST Tieft Y AT % T T ST AT g 1969 F T el 7 FAStferouT & 272 % a1e qg T aTe arel § qrETE H°
AR sered o) e |5t i shu=Tiee &9 & HRe seneft =i o T i S et 3w geree et aer &
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Taer ZAT =Tt o ff [l v wad= =1 7 "y Gy = siv S w7 3w F a4t R et 7 farwent
SFALTHT T ATATST I AT o &l Fgll [ sfq 1w ey Tt 71 a=ea w19 @ AW S 6 T =7 & 90 a9
T, e AT Tt gTT 378 TPt 9= T TATHT TAT0 S 97 =9 g 79T 7 wgr, R ATy wieft e av § sAg-igr
ot | FgegTe, e Wil it gaar % awy ayafa o g B § I &7 qohte arue 1) e § S o Seeid
Tl T g Trstra TrefT T Termas=t a7 it aoe & o S #3750 U T AR F 9418 & T R G990 7 6
T A AT ST AT AZaAT Tl 92 THE Ta Qe o T Il oTFal & gl o 96aid a0 Fg S &g, 9 qf TS(1a ol gf 97
feerarTT FifE 7Y Trgfa 78 O T ST § ITHT agd ST ANTE gl ST g1 AT agl| TSt et e’ a|

AT SE AT o HIAT gf AT & o9 Fael Tad @E gl T T TS0 o qATarehl FOt [darit G T 698 § ST 9T
T T g AT § @Iered T SAawaTar g0 of ¥ gl 9T 7 S [8g Hi [aeer JTAT & Tqaid a°T 98 HT (4Tl
TSt T &7 AT T TAPATT AT Al TT| THT A1+ TR ST [FTh AT AT | THR TTALTT T AT TEHTL Hl el
Fr AT ISt @I T & STTerahTE o 1 AT| S T6g F = [993a &1 7 T AT, 97 Teq@d (00| FLH TP ot il
T: ST I TEAEA A ] AT T 3, I WAL Ag Aol aarar = ag o= G & gearere #3) @ity =t ohegd Fams 1
FI Y, ITAcashTel § TgeAT ITT U AT ohl, ST ITE ITeh! HTERT ATAT F I 3efY T T fag & wrgafa emas amg
FIA 6 ATGYT IT FEATAT FLATT TU| ATohed [ ATE Ivg, A UgHTH gall T Trgafd &7 o e | "Jei-aq <@ i
Taqame i @ &t aar g1 TR 59 FUe 9w T AT A TiThe ST 927 § 919 Fara] Tgaid A &
T AT AT Ieg i+ AU @Y (T3 H&T ATATHTN) STH GIaeT & STl & 1T A 37 (6 1w 9e1g o 979 a9 &7 2771
ATETE | ATE FATH I T 9% HEQI FT 2 AT AT TF TA FaH 2l #4116 IAH Feg AN 0 ST 98 G T2d gU o7 Ial
I TS o, AT F YT & =TT AT LT AT, TgIaT ARTE T TEedT 9 A= o1 @t off| aggrer, Tgafa it ger
qTed # fOser 67 ATt & Ush FoRT T T 10 F¥ Tl & ¥ TS il ATl il 37 of I § AG&T7 gl
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i Y Fgdt Furwa
SR e

AT 3 = T AT F 1= =7 9 ehra it UHT grerd a1 8, o a9 2013 § T F rad o siest & § 431 gu
TIALTE 3 7% T Ha9 qST Hehe FqATIT ST TG g1 AR 7 I J=T Qa1 & g1 TAT GT6-97% Tiihd AT 219 i asig o
THE IoeHT i SATETAL HeATU A21E &1 § gl gIdl Lol gl STafh =7 a1 A1 DIl HiRT & ST q6 M7 ST AEAT
AT % g AL Dl AL Y [T LA g 1o I8k a18 A A o TG G2 ol AT Ioc = 7 AT AMAT| 7 21 IHA
AT & A0 ATAT T FATT AHALEL ATAT AT IF & gl a el [QG@Td gU Tg Fgd F AT a1ef Al omar o e o
AT TLHT Al a<eT, AT TT H AT AT AL ATAT TATHT €T F T & SATUIAT
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T THTT T 26 910 HT b @ 1o FIT AT 6 T GTET AR g1 TAT gl IHeh AT % il asig AT, ST 37T Fi =l
T | 7R B0 9% IHHT A2 AT g1 AT ST e 7 30=q af 269 FreArHies it =0 q8& 9% Ta<rsl STarT gl STt
T ATE-TTF TS0 AT g1, g7 =7 GATAAT & TARIT Al ThAT ST ThdT o6 T2F T T 92 el o 397 o o0 T
ATAFAT T Tl 2l a9 off Ut O GfFF 3TeT & BT 8, ored g6 397 F iHita® B TArfad grd 81 U § qea F
a2 79 a7 Ut iRy STt ST STar 8 5 SN S5 @ 2 AT <=1 997 # uge H 98 ¥ 979 o6 19 37 TeAT
7 AT Rofa a=7 € g1 978 A -aTiehedT ST TAT FT JATHAT 21 AT TAUHST H Fd i gaeqdr a7 The 793
TG SIH SATAHATET T HIH Y H G & FT, FA g SNTg AT [Zq1 T Al TgAT L@l gl a1 a o, aT AT
T & I AT 6 3T TETET <9 § T T AT FITT AT 1 TH AT 0 5T ol IHAT LA T [T THEAT 73T
21 UH T 9T 92 W ¢ T 97 U a1 STare A 82 AT HOrTeh i gok & o T a9 1962 § 9T F HeT FrAa
Fawrs AT TrEa: F# Tefaat g it fooga qerer a8t 81 g sufera 7@t € 5 g W i vEr 4 a7 hir
FTAT TOIT a7, ey 3eh forw wredta Rt o2 Sie AT HeaT Hiar a9 S| S5 o0 U a9 Tedt geeT aar
FT STET R, AT a1 g7 VY qih Fad1id Sraaret i, e et s o= Wi 290l &1 979 =9 L0 § griee
TFIT ST 7R TR TATHT o ATT-A7 397 7 STqT 0 S G0 § o it T%d gl FT 6 AN ATATL I T F9ehT F AT
ATAAT 9% A T3 =T Tf=ard g 13T 2
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qrsdY 9

Harete fGAt & fav uF 9 {6 gU a2aw g0 § FF ol & aeail (aann o [Asf deumsi § 99¢ 37 g7 147 37
TS & | e 7 & 5 srafr, forew o =1 S gt § &y o 93 39 F S s s s A v are
TATS AT ITT & 3T 7 g1 gHATAL-gh il Fle FRRTRLAT F¥ 9T Tg g1 THT qT9T ST 727 8 FF 7g =awr 9+t fiw 3¢
qHAT g1 AT=a FATAT T FATAT § Fheheqe <l Fl Al F A7 g @A T 38 ART TRLUAT TGAT o (o0 F T g1 TT Tg &
et o srreht | a7 foFelt <91 & FARTet e W1 2 9 21 FRTAaTE &l ST {aHaaT gHAT g3l SHH Tohd 3 &6 qad
SATET T gu §, A st % oft 72 @ae Tt 7he # ow ) W & Areay qeer fFews qees a7 9 G
T & T AT 8, ST 9a¥ 98 Thed¥ TIe S(UAYIET & Ua (A & 9T 94 37 g1 F & TAT| STUAAET 6
TAHT 7 FRT o HATAT GATEHLA o [oIT TEIENTT JLh | FTH FLAT T2

ATl A=t 7 29 A i qgA Meed-are’ T Gedw F =7 § £ g 72 s 9 qH S Year #7 g 39d
®Y g1 THH T SATET TATAT TeheT g, gl T a1 foeeq o9 g1 AT fFwme Famd | arfara g2 Toh i =9 &
FEHT T SATET FAAT TATIAT g2 THF AT AT, e o7 qafiaw 1 72 s Fafaat % 74 29 g7 70 376 #,
77 e A2 gU aTaTHTS LaHaaT ST g8 gl Trerasii &7 91947 g 3 3w foeett FHsiiy #7 g1 wIaar 357 @l gl
gAehl [T UF AT5aY LT U+l o Z7ar 64T g T3 UF a2 6T ammTe g2 3 3297 FaT 1T g1 3o &l U difear
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FOAT & AT GHATALN § ST [HEeH AT HLd & (1T A G [Seehisd hl (Il A gl STHRHT § T foehisd
FT AT 1710 I AT ARATT HaT H 1.09 1 797 2| fSeaniza UF q3g 6 SA9TET 27 81 SH I3, ThAw, 700 i
TS AT T6d 2, d9 31 28 ot GLET ST ThaT g1 THHRT TETHTA ZATAT, ATy TATATET i FTeres il aaer # SATaT &l
TZT 8| ATCAATSA RTATH o STATAT, TH TLILNETT HZT § T T&AT ST TFAT g1 THT GLIR-Tashl F forT wa=st o g1 Fegex
Jeas & U =H g1 °, foAr TRt wemey F, a9-39 B S aar 21 28 RS aree § @ Sar g1 9d & e o
AT AT g {3 T o ot @7 s guer A RO § Tea 81 ST AT agd T 81 g 9
T o TUger 9T2a¥ gl & d18 gf Sgeadid qrafd a7 &f off, AT ST T FgdT § o @a<r aaT1 gl gl =06
e ¥ T3t T F -2 AN o1 T gl TIAATAT AT I FT ST ¥@T & T AT HeA AT AleS F Faterd qe
Grere T FITALT 7 F3| T T T AT Fd 3

Date: 29-06-17

AT T

TuraHIT

= o AT 1A A7 AT [FaTE AT g1 FH-FHT SHhT aoig | AT T o Sieh Sl 1T 5, AT TATHGHT G&T gl STl
g, T T8 FHATs (= T TRUTA T4 & ST HTHT 92 ZraT 03T g1 =7 gt |, T T 98 =921 §, Fi1+ 7g igm
H T HwradT & | g2 2| e 7g 8 & uger % arwai & Oodq, =9 a1 9 7 A 9% ATTHAT FT AT A0 2,
T THT 3T U% A AT ATt F AT AT % TR I ATl HAEaT S il S99d qgl af| FAea®T 39
AT FT A2 AT T=2T1 =09 7 F2T & T 59 aF ria<rer g 981 g1 S7ar, a8 A1 a7 & e F (I fFsad grae)
FAT AIAHLAL ST o0l STHTT Al <IT| FATA g 1o T AL FAT &, FI1 TZT g1, THRT SFHATE I | F FT Fgel &
o foeer oAl wea & ST T ST a7 &5 | S 981 gl Tg MAV-FHE 9% TSt AT i 1T ST, Saih I &
=T AT T f3eT 31 =9 u faeeft § =09 % Trorgd F AT g wErers & qr By st &, =09 & e dEe
FTORT H AT TTo1Gd | AT SO AT STATS | Tl Tal, AT ATl o T Siai 6 a7 a9 eaeq F¢ (40, Tg Fad
T o T 3Eehr AT H a9 o)

TH FEATHH % THATHA § Fig HaTA 35d &l T A9 F Fediide & 9% 97 Grer a1 & f&3m, a1 9a & S av
TTEYHRLIT T AL IAA F91 Al ChAT| TST AT, 3O faaTe it T8t a% di=r & Ferrer qeara it am=r @ seht afor
g T, STaTh THY T9T ST ThaT AT| AT 7 FAT AT areaterss == T a7 srfawgor gt fFam SrerT a1 ST &1 &7
HATHAT Fg, AT qg T gl TH & TT A FT Feoll g, T e o TH I AIAT AT AT gl R AT dfeant 1
TOTART § AT 70 ST 9% Taerst AT 2R, @7 SEifey T et fewiida oY T6T & AT °§ A 9% 99T gl
= A 2 ST 9 & 20 Red T STAAr g1 A SR T9qrE AT F B S 92 &6 STar @a6ar g, a6 g2
T AT & | =0 o ST [RATOT i3 9% AT AT 37 q81 e qoha1?
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SATET a<h Agl gl ST = 5 TATS ATHT i &0 ATAT T (G0F FIT gU Fl 9T o AT T SHHT TOH AT
BRI AT IHA WA 0 =M€ TgATH FT Tal a<h F47 A0 FA7 o Tarae=t qrat @i § o, T 9 i s
TP THTeS 20, AT (0 = A0 6T arad ai arq fordr =0 a2 Fermar |ver 1 &2 =0 o1+t gg<arshiet TremT
AATAT I¥ 9T 3T AT F &g F AT 1 g1 av 747 T Fgl i it AT Fwgt sfiv Fewrer g1 g1 S gl aH
foraTe # aTasE aa-AT HAT 9T erifa a={r @ g1 A HET A w7 el = gese F o 9 oS e 9 fr
AT BT Tl &, ToaRT AT R 12T &, T F0d A1 oI goI1< (he[H e @l ST 9%, F90hi & 541 it FrE gear
AT AT UF IUATeH 8, 3T Tg FIH TgAT AT

THE HINDU

Date: 29-06-17
Pay to publish: making paid news an electoral offence

An M.P. Minister’s disqualification underlines need to make paid news an
electoral offence

EDITORIAL

The Election Commission’s order disqualifying Madhya Pradesh Minister Narottam Mishra for three years is an
important step in curbing ‘paid news’ in the electoral arena. It is not the first such order. An Uttar Pradesh MLA,
Umlesh Yadav, was disqualified in 2011 on the same ground, of suppressing expenditure incurred in the publication
of paid news. The EC has called paid news, a term that refers to propaganda in favour of a candidate masquerading
as news reports or articles, a “grave electoral malpractice” on the part of candidates to circumvent expenditure
limits. In a typical inquiry into the paid news phenomenon, the newspaper or publication concerned denies that it
was paid for publishing the material and insists that it was part of its normal election coverage. The candidate
denies authorising the publication and takes the plea that he or she could not possibly account for something that
was not paid for. Mr. Mishra was no exception. He, in fact, argued that his rivals could be behind the 42 reports
that the EC’s National Level Committee on Paid News found to be nothing but election advertisements, without
any disclaimer. However, the EC did not buy his arguments, mainly because it was difficult to believe that he had
not seen reports that appeared in his Datia constituency during the campaign for the 2008 Assembly elections,
often with his picture and the Bharatiya Janata Party’s symbol. Many of these reports carried identical words, and
in some there was a direct appeal for votes on his behalf.

Paid news is not an electoral offence yet, but there is a case to make it one. The EC has recommended to the
government that the Representation of the People Act, 1951, be amended to make the publishing, or abetting the
publishing, of paid news to further a candidate’s prospects or prejudicially affect another’s an electoral offence.
Until this is done, contestants who use paid news can only be hauled up for failing to include the expenses involved
in their campaign accounts. In Mr. Mishra’s case, the EC has taken the view that even if it were true that he made
no payment, he ought to have included a notional amount in his accounts. Also, candidates cannot simply claim
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that these reports were not authorised by them. As long as the intention to boost someone’s prospects was clear,
and there was no objection from the candidate, the EC can rule that there was ‘implied authorisation’. Mr. Mishra’s
case pertains to the 2008 election, and by the time the Commission has given its verdict he is into his next term,
having been re-elected in 2013. It is difficult not to notice that the enormous delay in adjudicating such questions is
often created by candidates approaching the courts to stall inquiries. A legal framework in which electoral issues
are expeditiously adjudicated must also be put in place if election law is to be enforced in both letter and spirit.
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frfarm & S S amaEs FrT 9 A w1 EaAr =T w2 arer 210 =0 a7 s R At o F e
o T3 % Srert &7 Tomer § werer e AT SR 7 g & S i T e fRem st &Rt 3 | e dfet
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=T S 120 T AT H9T H T o6 g1 a9 2016 | AT ATAHT 6 TS Sl wld 240 HeAT0 g2l ATHTAT: AT
afF s 78 € oY A #3392 ara = S 81 AT ffEm f gedr sus srent 81 3 Tae Al =i awa woaEr
ST HHT | TS FT AT T LT 81 T FeATH AL hT ATAT Tk &T| Tge AT AT &5 | qTer | Team g3
g9 T a1 T | AT A7 T T TgET a9 W@ {1 AT A F AT FATAT F TAHT F FT A F@l g o AT AT I F
ST ST ATAEEE 7 AT it G99 g1 Fhdt 8 S ared i e e g8 st &Rk et 7 fig g2 s i
=T 77 gra Y a1 T ged i ara g g = 57 e et 21 9w e & T afasy § ag g wfawey F awrene
T T FE T g T A9 o6 US T3 HT FHI0T FAT 82 IHAT A=l a¥g I g [ AT AT FAi oF IHeh! AAT H
TS T2l T g, dfced IHH TIHw AN HAT § TH g1 F7T a8 AT 6 T FHIS FAqT H=1 Gredr Jrgar g2 &g +
ad | oo & 39+ faet & Fsft T A8t AT o1% o= &7 9 3799 397 T AR J19dT g1 a9 U a9 o il Aro+T o
FE T QAT TISAT T TS FEAT ATZAT g1 AT o SHhT TH ATSTHT F 37T T 3TERT TET 82 FAT 9 THhT ATSRIT The 7
TZT 82 T ATLA &l ATTHT AL OFHAT THg AT TAUHSH § ToeT FHT TET Ueh gU 8| ATAFATET HYG ASTgY Al Traarerd
T % YATHT 0 AT FAT gl g1 AT A0 =AT2aT F47 g2 WY, T g0 (T Y F Firs Aed qg1 Aeahreer =g &g 78
TAIT AT g1 TARTA AT TEHTL Rl AT F FTd FHLAT ATTGY ATk qTehTT o TA<re g2 8l
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HEHTT Teh AT 3L qTIT T BT AT & AT T i aagredt 01 o< qraer Bk e it segrelt &1 981 81 greitF
St ft TS UHT ATHAT AT g SreH FST STAaig AT TgaT 8 af 9t ST BT Hars Fdl g SHH UF qreRTierhar €T
BT & S R  Siex (Aera a1 i g2t T 9Ty ® Rt F 276 § e g0F 6T av agi it 157 9t 7 |
T o fRa & &g ST a7 5 FaH ISTU| HeT TI9T § Foh T ¥ Mierat & Fg At it 47 g2 ar agi ot e
TCRT | TS 3T geawHT s\ 9T 951 e awar i gfom TeferT w7 @ g i FFEmEt F ar 9w sieeeadie
AT FT Tl g ST T JIEAT AT I Jo 11 a1 F TF=ar g1 7, B 9| Afehe qeaw=it feawrsr g wgr &r 7 o
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& SATSTTAT o JT8 gH ST 95 3i¥ AT TS SlI¥ g GEaTe T THehl T 979 qg! a1l 3T Fle ST T AT * qgzadr
TATHT T ATAT FH AT ATOAT T TSI TSR0 & 0% g0 @T&T 3T ATHRINT g A AT 92 F 5

ST T 7 TLHTL T 19 ¢ ST T THTS | TT TH Tge] hl STAGET F A ST T o o T F TSI AT FATIATA T
TET STFHT AT ST Hif 1 5 et § T FIST I, TEFT gAFTHT, 9% gall 36 ASITAT & A8 6 AT
T off T § of foram U g8 I s dir s |t off e e g arfior T i 91 998 deeEl i T 39"
et 7 T ave @t o7 T 2 faEm R St i agiadt F F10r TRE § ST 6 ST % ghe i 0| JTH
TSI 92l 9T A19e &1 AT SHIOT (e f grerd ST qaa’ gt A5 &% @t & fhat wre gni? sharefheor i
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