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Badminton Badshah

Srikanth’s sterling performance wins him back to back Super Series titles

TOI Editorials

Ace shuttler Kidambi Srikanth scaled new heights for Indian
sport when he won the Australian Super Series title, beating
Olympic champion Chen Long in straight games 22-20, 21-16.
That makes him the first Indian to win two back-to-back Super
Series titles, as well as only the fifth player in the world to
contest three consecutive Super Series finals: Singapore,
Indonesia and Australia of which he won the last two.

Srikanth is currently 11th in world rankings, but he is
expected to break into the top five after this
performance.Indian badminton is witnessing a renaissance as
its shuttlers are consistently beating the world’s best. Srikanth had got the better of current world number
one player Son Wan Ho a week earlier in Jakarta as well.

SRR

Ho and Long are the most feared players on the circuit. Moreover, the 24-year-old is not alone when it comes

to spectacular performances. His teammate HS Prannoy too scalped Long and three-time Olympic champion
Lee Chong Wei in consecutive days earlier this month. India now boasts of six shuttlers among the top 50 in
the world.Both Srikanth and Prannoy have come up from the stables of former All England champion Pullela
Gopichand’s academy in Hyderabad. This is ample proof that given the right coaching, environment and
exposure, India is capable of producing world class players. It also strengthens the case for letting former
players run the affairs of various sporting federations. Structural deficiencies plague the current
administration where international sporting events are still considered opportunities for foreign junkets by our
officials. Former players may not be able to win elections of sporting federations but they may understand the
game better and be able to focus on key areas where players needs help.
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Inclusive spaces

Government needs to finetune the definition and objective of the smart city
project.

Editorials

The Union Ministry of Urban Development’s list of smart cities is almost complete. Last week, the ministry
released its fourth list under the Smart City Mission, taking the total number of cities picked under the
Centre’s flagship project to 90 — 10 more cities will be included in the project. The ministry claims that the
selected cities will develop systems that will enable them to become world class cities. A report in this paper,
however, points to an important concern relating to the project: A lion’s share of the Centre’s investment in
the Smart City Mission will flow to well-developed pockets that account for less than 3 per cent of the
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cumulative area of the cities.One of the stated objectives of the Smart City Mission was to act as a corrective
to a lopsided developmental pattern. The mission intended to “create employment and enhance incomes for
all, especially the poor and disadvantaged leading to inclusive cities”. This emphasis on inclusive development
has been diluted. Only 26 of the cities selected last week have plans to provide affordable housing, education
and medical facilities.

The city development plans should have been aligned with some of the government’s employment-generating
initiatives, such as Make In India. Sensor-based public lighting and road redesign schemes seem to have caught
the government’s fancy, instead. The government does have plans to promote start-ups and infrastructure
projects. But these projects are concentrated in tiny pockets in the selected cities — nearly 80 per cent of the
Centre’s funds are skewed towards them. For example, in Pune, from where Prime Minister Narendra Modi
flagged off the Smart City projects last year, around 75 per cent of the investment will be used for the
development of a 3.6 sq km area in the Aundh-Baner-Balewadi pocket, which comprises a little more than 1
per cent of the city’s total area.Smart city plans have also not found a way to deal with recurring problems. For
instance, Aizawl, which found a place in the urban development ministry’s latest list, was in the grip of a
severe water crisis in the third week of this month. The shortage was caused by damages to water pipelines by
floods — a problem which the city has not yet addressed effectively. Guwahati, amongst the earliest to be
included in the smart city list, also has no effective plan to deal with floods that ravage it every year.

As it finalises the list of cities, the Centre will do well to further finetune the definition of “smartness” and to
re-think its priorities in terms of funding. It needs to remind itself of the original goal of the Smart City Mission
— making cities inclusive.
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q AT § ST TN 9¥ A7 qgHid a1 gl Th SaTaarar aeHad § HIal 3T qauTe & TLTHHET Ueaar freer 1

4



&
N'-F www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (27-June-17)

Tl T 24T 3ot F Freat § fUee =g waia § il Wi g2 81 "et 7 8 2t Fa7 o qarer Y srferaeat § o5 & are
TS 3 9 Y 319 gfg T ZH AT TET FT AT W AT g1 FF AT T JEAT ¢ o TR iy AqT8T ged 97
et 2T agt 8 T 3 eyt #r ge<a far s == avg i g e a8t 81 g & Bl 3o i Agcagi aat
HTAT ST FhaT| a8 AT Tl I €9 37 6T Ta€T g1 AT I 319 e fawre & |y wieey & worifaes e
& forT srfersn-gr-srfere 2em &1 |7 AR [T U UAT 397 & St aRvmra oredt off e | 81 adwm= Tar=e=it vartar
FIET o GG % H5 AN AT off Tam § T2 g el Tger T o & [T TATaAT g SHiorT 9 & I 37T
st @rer off g1 FdHT AT F A AT FOAET T AraHS FES $rE SR #°7 w5 y'W A e F goae
AT T Hh Y GLEAT THE shl AT HEeqar 7 a0 6T g1 a8 TATAST ITHT AR T AT oFwdl aHg T 9aeT
T 81 =9 ATd ATA % o0 STHT Agwa g1 o a9g FIeeT F /Il &1 T@nrd 6T, 39 for Irage % o | ferer ererdy
SIS T AFEAT T, ITh Z¥ FIARH HIQL | AT F AFT AIEATT THETT T TG T THRT AT aF 971 T 399
AT AAHAT g Toh TATer 7 7972 & AT F7 (6907 7g<a g 3T THHT J6L A 7ol a1 7 fa@rs m
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