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Global innovations force-fitted in India won’t make an impact

There are few countries that enjoy the advantages India does when
it comes to its ability to stimulate growth. We are in a sweet spot
on the demographic curve, with the majority of our population
young and productive.Their aspirations, and natural inclination to
embrace new technologies, has transformed India into an
economic power within just a couple of decades after
liberalisation. But the benefits of liberalisation — increased
industry, trade, foreign investments, modernisation and
technological advancements — are yet to percolate evenly to
marginalised sections of India’s population. There are villages that
still don’t have access to very basic services such as electricity,
roads and sanitation.

Which may be why India doesn’t need moonshot ideas like drones, self drive cars, domestic robots for now.
What we need is to empower the downtrodden section of society to be more productive. For a country of 1.2
billion, it’s not an easy task.How do we do it? Innovation is the short answer. The nuanced one is India-focused
innovation. As a nation and civilisation, we have an early history of innovation — think Indus Valley
Civilisation — even if the rest has been largely fragmented. Still, India ranked 60 in the Global Innovation
Index 2017 (g00.gl/000A8V) that was released on June 15, moving up from 66th position in 2016. While the
report necessitates some introspection, inferring our innovation capability solely on its basis may be stretching
it a bit. There are scores of examples of great recent innovations that are not only uniquely Indian, but are also
innovations that remain unmatched anywhere else in the world.

Home-Developed Techs

Take Isro (Indian Space Research Organisation), which is challenging the might of the US’s Nasa (National
Aeronautical and Space Administration) and the European Space Agency. Isro has demonstrated with alacrity
that it needn’t cost the world to send a space probe out of this world.

Its use of home-developed technologies, a less-complicated payload design, simpler mechanics and cost
rationalisation are all innovations we are proud of. Isro’s odyssey to Mars with the Mangalyaan probe, on a
shoestring budget of just Rs 450 crore (about $73 million) isn’t something any other space agency can emulate.
More recently, Isro’s launch of 104 satellites on a single rocket underscored its innovation prowess, the kind
India desperately needs in all fields.Then, there’s the unique India-specific innovation our telecom industry
made in the early 2000s. Low-cost prepaid mobile telephony — Rs 50 for a SIM card inclusive of talk time —
made little business sense. The cost of telecom licences were steep and mobile penetration, by extension
revenue, was low. It also had no other global precedence.But our telecom industry recognised a critical
differentiating factor India had: millions of people at the proverbial bottom of the pyramid. By innovating for
them, a market with vast opportunities waiting to be unlocked, the industry turned that demographic into its
biggest customer base. Innovations like that, and recharge sachets of Rs 5 and Rs 10 fanned a revolution that
transformed India into the world’s second-largest telecom market in terms of mobile phone users and,
subsequently, Internet users.

Internet penetration in Indian cities and villages has been nothing short of phenomenal, even if we lag
developed nations in terms of speed.When we started Flipkart in 2007, we were of the view that Internet usage
in India was on the cusp of a break through. While the start was alright for Flipkart, we quickly hit a major
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bump when we wanted to scale up. Indian customers weren’t willing to pay first and wait for a product to be
delivered later. We needed a long-term solution.

Easy Ways to Pay

In 2010, Flipkart launched cash on delivery (CoD) on scale in India, an innovation that ushered e-commerce
and helped build trust among customers for shopping online. CoD was a game-changer. It turbocharged our
growth, which, in turn, acted as a catalyst for India’s nascent startup industry. Flipkart’s innovation DNA runs
deep to this day, with initiatives such as ‘No Cost EMI’, which has made quality products affordable and
accessible to millions.The other large-scale India innovation that empowered people is India Stack, on which
Aadhaar is based. It is the one innovation that couldn’t have been conceived anywhere else. Our 1.2 billion
population, widespread illiteracy and population migration necessitated a governance solution to ensure equal
and unfettered access to public services for everyone. India Stack has brought millions into the formal
economy, ensured government services are delivered efficiently and helped plug leakages that earlier cost the
exchequer hundreds of crores of rupees.Global innovations imported and force-fitted in India are unlikely to
make an impact, because they lack the Indian context. India needs innovations in mass transport, healthcare,
education, waste management, urban planning and traffic — all of which should be geared to the way we want
to develop as a nation, which could be unique and different from how other countries have prospered.In 2010,
the president announced 2010-2020 as the ‘Decade of Innovation’. We’re well past the halfway mark. This may
be a good time to assess how we’re doing.

By Binny Bansal (The writer is Group CEO, Flipkart)
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ST 937 FXAT 91 §71R7 Ala® sfFardar

A STTSTIT T It 9% 2014 § e f3am 98 q=r-aw7=r a9t am #9

GrEF-@TREl, ST T a9 T BAS-JHAT Al g2 F A 6ar

. : o T HT 9% § gE " T W@ g 1 39 BEe H adier T [Ewar?
b b b b e s i s 6 s o R o 6 e s e
' VRV w A qE 1S A Rar of B e F um emardieTg W % w9 H
AT AT TT SI-HT [T U g AT gAA el weareft v AT v

FAET AT AT et § gqfe o STt T 997 % 971 g1 9%6ar g

AT T &l T a8 e Feaasfia 397 a9 AU 9 & &0 s@ay

S & F AT AETGT & &9 H ¢ ST ST AR 9T I¢ATEF SH H &, Ivg, SN He AT FHIT [&AT SATT a7 FI=aT § Sil 317
STTURT, STT ST 31T TGl 0 JgT & & a1 9% AT TS| T ST GIEl-A1 el 3uasd §, a8 ISTAL aul & 918 G
BT STTUSMT, FATTeh AT 397 ST 37 TPT 6T TG F@T 317 R SHIOT A [ TS STATIAT 7 ShedT 36T, Tgel e,
T ForaTe T A% WIAT ¥ I0h TAS (g a7 AT aTat % Areme a¥ &4 o fFeprer B 9 7 i a1 e
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ST AT TS T AT T TEAY Toreher T &1 Wl F f&GAT 7 919797 & fosheq § A1 s’ or 781 am# 9ray &7 9
3 H MR Sew | A7 art® Aq7- T ATH0 A1 a1, FIRTIATT ST ATTME &1 ATk, 3T JEAT 97 o Svg are 7
A 7 wrferw Srtew om afe 9 sraeas et § Sie AT 780 % amEr v garst f gadr a2t seie A § g
SOt o6 &7 21 Jard § 9T 89 Ue S Nt & afer =gy &1 g2 g7 oY 7w £ Tor Y H@eard agd asgy g1 S S
i wieft it aTeny a9 7 O R, S e 7 T S i oft fem § gag w550 997 arwae ag oft o B ara
Foll FIENATET T97 Al NI T 7 [oera 2002 S &1 7T N #9 90T 7 3T ATHaT 4% 0T § {6 dal harl J930
AT Tefier T2t oA 3 Stfer =1 a7 9t & Afas sfRardar 8, S gWf[gadn =3 g S dle a9 % Wae
g ATaerar & foro grfaa ey a7 9 =)

T T AT {2 A T ¢ T A T st atoonw g fRu € [Atdrd £ stta AT w3 § FEeie yweie ' g A
TT 2| FTATTH, ALHT 7 FoA-THATHT SATATAT il FHTHT To AL HATAT & © FaaTs 3 Freat & Rawie =aqs #a¥ 97 g,
o< =TeT 4.5 et | Fewv 3.5 FHdl ¥ o 74T §, SE i ¢ 7 FEal aF 95 T ¢ oY AR Aledar ol grar
qT TZ TT 8 hIEal ad |l ST gt AT STARTE | Tget a1 Aa # S i<h [l #HISE g oY Ig a1 § qa4 [fah
T Aaelt Faer srfta F27 amar 397 g1 T THE g4 AT gaa 7 [T 0 g SHuadl- @il & aa9z I8
TS gl FETerar daeft Frg S agd % T&T F7 | Toger Faeft aer it #fimr fafer #2, vwemsdie &1 @
T, TTHIT FETEAT T TTATHT 37T TEATASI 6 TATHATINRT T FGEqTE I T4 FigH 9gd J81 b 9T & &9

TR 1T STTE o /19 U< AT #4181 TU? {3 a9rar (o ot F off vahnrt=r g =0 90T T 7 Jgi QAT S %
Tl T FHTYTT @ior | o a1 =7 a7 QU ru, S Hst [Fae & g1 diad $fiw qh0al & 9™ &1 F gl
ATHRLITRT IT =T | SATT 92ar 8- SATETa EUUH HE] Fl 38 a1q H AST AT SATHHRT Tol § T w7 =il
FATIET e TaT FTAT 1 AT § ATATH AT & T4 ATl S1a TaT F:ar g & o ff 9 Stroedt wsfee 7 foar
HA-FA=T & HiHe T 28 HIEal X & AL § T T el 7 ST Qg Tl ATl TRd Hl Acfe® IcaraandT arel
St AUl I8 a3t R e 2w AP a9 F o SeaTe A /T qher g9l ° Fgr At Rar g, e e
A9 81 TEF T RAT AT WF WX Ao FEAT AMRUITL 7 Tqee FIA ATl a1d g F 1991 F I8 aTar ‘THre
Aferzeger & o= e Riar G o7 w71 21 Faia 1 e [erem rorq €)1 awa & ame s fF Faia & e saew
gl TFeTEl sfag arteat e feema g & fAfss Scarsi &1 afas s 16 @¥a Siae &7 § 3T 98 9d &7
TETETT AT 1.8 HIEal g1 SEH &l a1q HY af Hie 9 GIAarae gedT d97g qgl gs I% faafad Hed ardT M7 agd
g1 Eforq A7 AT % [EGATE FeAT & aiT Tl gFdl qgl STl Al & T HLdT UH AT HA f AT THE 6
A =g Ty ar 81 hdT 9T SERT TLET ATIETEF g1 STTFaL & JTole § ATSEE T 31 T497 3i¥ F0S F qr979 9
AT T ATq A7 ATl ST e | 37 0 g

TAT AT § § ACTUH T FISTIT 6 T AN & (5AT g, ITH o H5 rad-T0 aTel AN gl § ITeh! [G=eeeT F SR
Tel TEAT I IAhT THILAT o [o7T IAHT TFATT FHdm gl e’ T A< AT 9¢ F AT g0 gl Jiar Afg sfage § 78+
AT T TATH ITET ATgd 8 af Tl % ITGAT ARTE [ LHAT RIT| ST T a1, FIT JIGT Fl F1E & FT ST o ATTH
qT? ST T&T FA H ATRMHT ST GaATHd A & aTas@ Tl Sqatedai 9t &1 e § =9 IFE & 97 a1 91
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AN FTA 7 TOSir g f3 AET Y S2eddr o7 38 Hehed Gl F FRIedadT 9 AT T3 71 FR 7 9o 5 avg g

T AL FA T qA ©, 999 g 2019 H Fls faheq 7 ghl A, T 3¥HI ¢ o aa § A&l &1 fowed T 2 % FH107 T4,
ST ITATLAT * FHTLIT FT I

AT G ETHHIC AL AGF (T FGF F 777 3972 5)
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TP T FAT A TgHld & 3T AT dgax

HATSTAT STEqE ATHA Mg 7 TMAATE T TAFATT A9 I TaTer & Ha1 91
fore o gt afafa sare, Ses a8 I/ A-UASIT T & Jaref § ®T
T SRETT qATHRTAL 6 TR T FhAT| Ao, v g o et amer =i
STAA T TgA T TS TH T o (7e] T i & g w1 6471, F11F a8
THT == § I 747 T3 T ATSIT F A9 aTel UASiu o foreft faamareas Jar
T ITHIEAT FATAT AT GH FH THAT S HAAT IS o Fgl 1o SFHTEATE AT
TS g2 a1 of AT &Y T AT T WgTrg 1 IS 947 219 9% qgHtd Srar
F T RETE| FUE T A AT 7 TeATedt =iua FTA Fw A wEAl
W%ﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁmmﬁ%ﬁﬁmmﬁﬁw&ﬁwwﬁwﬁ rreft faeg Tew #
Tr e ¥ rfere g

S TAT-TETEOT TV AT AT T I SRATT 0T UG TeqeT TIAT el 37T /et siper &frarars =4 9 femm)
FATE 17 AT &l T & 31T AT 3TH AEHIT Aol ge al AT TUMTH 20 AT &l AITUT G| ST & FSrawT &= ST
A AT TASIT o ATt § FRIT, IAAT A5l af g (118l el ST AT 9% G| grefifeh, fooet ege o & feafa &
Tel g 3% AaT=a 7 #f I8 ¥ UAS T I Ggd AN g3 TGLT § TISTT #6f S @THT Feh AT (<37 g1 Z(8797 o TqE
Zet 1 FRA A7 39 e 3w 21 AT "= a7 7g 8 O gt Ter 3 Sierem i "69ets g €, Ty I9eT fAeaey e
T TR gl I FEFET ATIF AT I F TP F I SATET AHAT Tl g A1, Breig w6 g srorar et =7
HYFHTL FT AI=8E 356 F q2d TETET FHLA il &l AT RATATT | IHAT AT AZeaqol 2T ATAT | TSAAT o TP T
T A QAT F4T TgdT ¢ o g Ut Forfa & Toieias qaugi ¥ IS Tgied § HEar of GTUT 24T Al 397 il UHaT-
FEAT T T YA TS SAHEGHTT F AT U AT F8T TTEHT g
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Tl Qe

AT RSd o (SMTae) F 39 % %9 g0 &l (TAN0) F fAaeq it fRom & uF srgw qeara & 81 areatans i e &
T T FATZHTE AT T HeraTe 7 12 2 Foariaa @rat w1 997 ST MaerT seaiea T U dwet e (i)
F qgd AT ST 81 T T =T U A1 ARy 297 3 uAdie § & 25 Hedt & oo Sraam 8 o oF sar st &
AU LT F gartae e Far ST a8 Us SEraang 67y g i gadr i oft w1 a9 @Y {1 sreeders Ay
T AT TATH HT ATAHT T F FT T Al | Ta«l I g2 gl T T T T2} & 1% DHIA-H1 & G 9 TT &
AT ATATATS T FgAT & T 399 =9 forw g araT=r Rgiat &1 9rer 3T S0eh d8d #30d Ua 91 & fersh a0 9
60 FIEET AT HeaTad @9 aTer @Tdl &l Y gU &l H REAT I47| UH H FAHTIT HT ST AT 6T Aol gl 37e
AW T T & UF a1 (A0l 21 ST F a78 20 90T & "got & F A 9@7 S| Ak w2 ertaar vt off § e wieger
FIHT o TR A F T8 g ATear g st #1 79t aF qLrer0r 781 g g1 T AR 26 919 FT JH< o0FT 8
Tg T TH U2 g9 atel U FAeqmeer & forg 3oz off € a7 981 | @TEaie U 98 <@d g0 o 3H AT § aHAHHT FTh0
qEd 3| AF Tt G 7 T @rdl Y Hag TREadl & 99 ™7 g a6 o7 I207 § §&i &l qgicfT 9+l Frd
YHTE (TAHTUALT) & T FTAT ATRTN T Uk TAGT KT FIF FAT ST Hafard TRETRIFT T T F17 a9+q7 7 8 T
TH 9gH 99T | 90 HgaThie! [RaTierdT Fige & (o SUIh EATaT &1 af del da1 8 9T gl UF § o f&fa e 9=et
TN TH FEA HT AT HAT § S (0 AAT FiST TH o TAT gl THE AATAT TH HIH 6 [T TIATT Ta<d =l
AELTFRAT HT IAAT &l TSH gl TS ATA AT I ATHF g 1% SIc @Al & AT § SASATHT 6 T Ao T s 3T

T gATL T8 721 8l

TATATY ThARTA ST (4T o STl oI TR 9 19 g7 ¥@T & o 379 T [HedqTe0r o =207 &l gl I qg! F< 9% gl
TAH | STTEERTST AT ~ATATAAT H IS gU 6| TAH HaTA HigdT #l AT | =T goll gl Figel FT a1cqd Ig ¢ o6 72 Faedm
FT ATAT. T T FATHA Al 3T Tehl gl THeh FTATAT (AT ATT oh TROTTHETET ST IHAT ATAT T AHT I FIIAT T07
FAT s (AT TAAT T THF qT [ F off 979 T g1 F amaet Forfa & 727 =71ga & wger wr ar8er fAoe S|
Fre oft T2 ATAT o TAA HATT T a<h A= & 9T 331U AT FHEH] o (o707 IH TITd § ST 4T 2| qLFRTL ST FIA
STFEIT T Tg AT FF % forw w1y Tgad w1 gt 6 &7 g oot & fAaes & srmar Gt i s oo et
F fosft Y gear et whram off FaTrget nft FifF e e sreafesars sEee g & a8 off Rfsa aEi g
o 9% T2 & {ATTA ISt FEIAT 6 [o10 JIT 2 AT gl | 340 qad 37gd @ et afdfa i sad=rar, 39t st g0+
SIAT 37T SHHT TAFHIT| T LT FTd THIT SAZH & FTT1h e [T T T aF Fd FT HGAT FTH IHH T 2R
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0 % 1T T FT STATL

ALY TaT 2T 3T IEHT 3Tl AT, T AT ST aet T8 q1 38 FIT Fg1? (9 <97 | Al oY @ciaret & aref TJgf af
2T 2| ThEe A1 397 & T &l Sas1e g VR HERTE &1 ST 39 Tl i SATS <, AEAT T Agl| THEAT a1 |1 g
raTer et STt o forT T &= waT 8 SH a9 3aAr Y T2 FHT 9Tan) qRT 7 ooy 7 g o R dwdy € ar
A7 fAaer arar 21 g T Ars a7 <97 STATST o HTH § STCHIANT 81 A7) Ta O3y gid it il a7d 2l Tal gl a8 o o
STt 92 TR T T2, ATCHgedT & AT AT G0, Tat SEERT TTEee I AT g1 WAl =1 7 |iar o 7% 2| e @t
BT ATEAT &, T¥ Ge Aol Tal, FFih 3iT Frs foheT 921 31 59 qATh § o1  forw & Naf¥ 1 735 =q¢ 9% 9grar a7
& AATAT Tl AT qol gl T 9T ol STIAAEAT H qg-a7g & [ALGTATH | e STq=1 3T Jerar & ar 9 a7 Foet
STEHId ATIET % THT F AT STTET T Dl ITH AT g1 T SATIT & IHE TATd o [0 7 Teh FIIE TS FHA
FIAT TTSAT g T2 SATET 3T & e & T q7 IHH ITH (s ST g 3T T o TR o6 TTH| LA GHAT g al T@1 Il
g, T AT T T IS GIE FT 39 OTH |78 qgl gl SATET SUS & g8y Haiq 9% Yiaae 3fiT w=i® fofie ged &
T T g1 T2t forfe s+t = & st =t sarer =die A8t 9Tar S} 9T F ITe WSTOT it SHaT el ¢ ety
AT FFET SITAT 81 e T=9T 3T TR T aTlT el SHT T AT 81 39 7S T SATS F4d o (o0 ST Faq ISTAT
STAT § 98 g H @IS T HTH FAT g1 TS Tdw gt il 268 Heher &7 Faa sam Tredt qo7¢ arar g et v
AT R oft 7g JwA F TAR TG ¢ A F ATht Svg Sttae Agi adt, rE wta i ardg arer Jd7 81 39T T
e e T 99 & Ug TsF § TRATT % FS 9T FA 1 ATT Hh AT A 26 5 &7 {0 & aaa § [ 3w 21
AL TN § TLHTL T AT Tl ATET T SATTOT 6 T &F HGIg § AT THT ART 35T 3T TLH1L /I AAAT T2 TG AW
- e TET 1 T TR F HIHL ST SH-UTH & TATHI | ST ol ag ATLATT F(T o0l Tah AL GHET g, A0 agi A
Tt AT T 7T BT TET 81 TeT L9 39T FT THATAT 1157 g i el a9 91 & Fu Fswre $i 32 3818 & dihs § g1 306
TSl FFET AR g1 /e Taor it queaT fger a7 arefi # FFEmi w1 T gie arel TSI F7 saeid SaTge0 gl
For T HaH FET AT arel # qar Tge At FRATEl S qEedT F5 UF §F g S 8 ¥ a8 g Fol ATl T IqT AAqT 5
o Sv¢ a3 0 &1 it qEdT &f Fil 0 Tal gl Il FHT T TraT Hl T&d dal THAT 6 2008 H g2 Fol
AT 7 T T BTl 9% 47 6T TST? e T<oT hl THEAT HT &5 6 J1¢ H TATHAF TATEAT FT AT I 2
LR o AL Al & T THAT ToF TR T N T 297 A (A7) T80 A7 g AIST( 9 & A7 T Aamq w< Al
AT TZ ol o AT & A1a RIX AT 901 9o 02 S giied & A et A7 a9 fewm it a1 e T
IO T & o T0AT God § 7 9 GEEAT 3 HAT T SFATITRAT 9 GLadT a8 F2 -A, e s w59 § w5
TAT| T ALHR GLE Tt off Sl T SATITN 197 397 § BT THRAT ¥ gTeAd A7 fad 9er TETe F ST g1 397 H FAileg @
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FT FTAT A=l el gl 2007 H g TLHIT 7 e = 6 [AhTe Sl T S T % IITT TAT % (o0 26 BIE HT 57
ToRAT 7| 38 AT 397 o STEET hIHal Hhlee TSl 6 3T L@ % HTH AT g1 297 % 7o BIEar flee Tl AqaT
IORSTO T QAT Tohet 19 & FAd 5| ST o€ TS g ST I (o7 SfArfera ART it 9y 31 g1 UF a3 T&d 984 &,
o< srferfera ST it Suersdar 981

Tg Rufa #terer s 531 a9 % 918 g1 TEaRT e 47 o7 7g g T Ferer o a1 37 |rer e gy ¥
TS ATARA A51 gl <40 | T=aT 2 @rer Iqrel &7 ITART AT I =7{<h Faer 24 e g1 Frentaa 2o # o1 Fo 3ust &7
90 FTHE Tohoe ZIAT 81 T 39T | A AqITA Bg Al gl Uk AHAT o HATaF A< 397 T T FHIT IS T TS FIar
f2=aT a2 g9 &9 ar haTT 7 3 AT 31 STUST| ShETai sl JHEAT & BT g § T3 gHeTT oheTe &l asTr STHIhT
F TRl &1 a¥siig <t 2| et o ISt &1 S8 98 77 ¢ 7 <4 A H godT gl SI1dT g e aahre off afeha g1 STt g1 3 e
TR T 39S &1 2 R S0 a7 SHE 66 T #7 f [HaedT 92d7 g1 e Amear § & aear 39 =0 afafsaar siw
AT % AR | i<k [QATT| Tt AT F TR T THEAT A7 FHIS €47 GHTTT gIAT Tol, SAS ST9nT HaET 92 L AT
TEAT T THHRT GTTHATSAT T AT T AT T2dT gl Fot AT T 36 TEh(q F 90 q¥g % fo=tterat &1 9w 7 g
STT foRETeI T oot foetTer T 1 el e 8-39 ArsaTae o a1 foF og 7E T STeft TLehte oot {79 < < et it fRafa
AT & AT ALHIL HT TIAT SSET A7 § T 98 HEH 35T g1 2016-17 F HgiT a7 H TCh1E 7 6 & | SAc[Hiesh &
T |7 frae At Ferer & somora 3 & &, AR o a% aeaEr & A (@or #n) Feer 98 gedqr, Rafa 7 w i asr
TEATT ZT IOl 21 THEAT T8 ¢ T oy o Ff ax i & ST ater I 67 e\ar F{v & § 721 g1 safen a2
AT 9T TR &7 dhfodsh TSR & a6 I FHTT G| TSI d aTd § ol AT o ST TGHEAT &l 2T il
U HHT 8 3 e 1 o T Soraar G99 s ATh § 747 § SAAT FY A5 § AT =T 92T A § AT v e
TR T gTerd sga< grd | FFaT &7 IETX FSTHTRT | T2l Fof ATl Tohel TR FATT & T

I39Y fag [7GF THlaF [F59% T cwFk g

Date: 16-06-17

Areaey o TET 97 91q 6t i

Hehel AL ST ATHT SITETIT % qTSIT ShS ATH 3T 6 1 Aleaal 6 SAAT=H (e & @Y gU AT Irg o (ST hl THATT
T T2 & oI Freaal &l SFEr Sga @ e 12 T 37 sa=ehi 7 qledal & Hael il |l Toq sgaar o7 g qre
THaY H TLTAHAT F3% WAl § ST SHHRT TATT FRAT o7 7 I 90 F T2 IT37 A7 T 391 7 96 g oiea Fahal | grav ar
FgT fa<iiT T § HIS[E 86 TTAeTd THal &l THTU STHT HITUT FT o T THAEAT Thdl il [T BT qohel 1 AT T 2917
ST HTHTIST STEATT % ATETE ST a9 Tohd | gTeATTh ATeaal % AT oAt § g1 3T TEUH F qIgY T SAqgid Fare
T T, Ao foReft avg T et shw "raTiSe Ay S i At e et g 7 o e gar a9 i
ALHE FHITAL T, AT It 2¥ A TR & g5 AT 9 F fema’ oY @ediT & Sd | AFerfadt F dreaar
T SATATHAT T §U IH AIHAEAT % (1T [Aed®eh qa TqraT| ST aF T T3 TTTHAT S GATITATE AT 2. ATH A
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fig 7 99e # =8 UREE TUea & JF G o a9 w7 f@dn AEE T 9 I S A’ 96w 7
TiHEe’ 7 foraT 3 ATeddl srof=aaea % qae g SIS J1ea® T I8 e I (4207 3 g2aanT T A gief 3
FTAT ITEATH 21° THY 8 T AT Tle e § forar ar & Faal 9% Fle F3 F ¥ J97 7 748 JIal 6 979 9 Jaaed
FET TTAT GITATR L S Fg ARTE 7 AEAAT A7 T T 997 % forg qeenfagt 451 #3 & arasg 9ty § 78 Faar
qEe T F FASTAT SR A0 | Tg TATAHAT HIGT FT g1 FHILLAT 9T FSHeht astg § AN T TEAT 77 F FH BTl ITh!
TATE GIAT, AT & [ § A, TG H AR TATH 3T THAT & A1 ASTAT3N 6 AT o STEALT Al FHF FHd 6
AT & AT AR H TR T 41T TET| HITSIT T T TAdel 7o HITSAT & AT ATCaal & SATAToh] AT o
H 923 H@T T, AT Sve (AT9TT of &1 &1, FFi1h 297 AT H 7 AEHT % &9 H Irg 396 A &l [Hef| 3L T3 6
FATAT AT TH FHHA T AT il GZL A AT AT gU ST FqT & I 9T 7LG FIGT F7 Hg e o ST1aT Sa1 af
TAT| T TS T AT T 3 A TEuH HefA7 7 S T=dT F @I T AVl F ATET T F AN 6T Thed 1% T rfaraes T
T TATRAT FH g2 THH FLHIT § TATATSIT ST ToHAAT ATATATSAT T Fg THA & (70 3{Fer off I S Tahedt Aref -l
AT AT g2 BT TN A AT | G AT BIAGT ST AFAGEAT UL IHh AT (eI THATET T 6 Hehal 7 o4 @™
AT 0% FT AT {1 AT FT RITeTa0T a7 TFATE % AT g1 Tl gl FE 6 ST Aa i ST & aret e 7efiet
& foshr  OSTr oS 81 Wifeh e Hasf Ua [4a il a1 18 T gl ST Ja1sii T HIEATheT dThd i 9% @l ST FdT gl
THA FT Y, F MA@l AT il AT § 17 FTA9rd @ 1.46 AT FAE FIF % €0 9L Tgd TAT| ATHLETATSAT il qrara o
T GTET SSITHT GIAT| ATeaaT F AT ATTEr Ned i S-FreienT § WY 22 Tiqerd it aErasl g5l Faid Toael FiT a8 & T 7
FaTAT T AT FAT A F qTgd Tgel A0 § 18 AT ARM &l F=fegd FFam 73w 81 =89/ 409 1.73 a1 08 ¥ 6l
R F A o e s 1 T Rl e ke K S 7B e £ e o ) 2 A £ 1 1 A > Rl B 1 2 e
TIeaal & d18 F & AT U § &7 A1@ 90 99 9a¢ AT 00 ST 38 & S O g7l il T q1a18 30 FUAE 6 AT 3Aihs
FT T T TS g1 FTel o 7 ST a2 G0 9% TR g g1 a1 g FoF Sioer aefier 71 &l gl ge 3 <1 1% & i a8
T G ATAT STAAET TT TSN AT T IAHT 1AL THATE ST TET g AIeadl & His UH B T [orTT S8 T, a9
& ATE AL SATUIAT| ATLAT TeaaedT AT e soraei=® aadl ST @l gl FY ATATAT =l g A a7 =l gl
T(STET |, E § FEIALT & a1 gF eIl & SIquTd § T I AT TEad1 57 Tl gl S99 STeIaqaeT &l 9gd BIaal 9g=
S 9T T T i forenmer 7 Trg 9 3@ T ST ST ETEa e | Wi Ud QT Siearer @i T SATIE T 97
o grm S T9| =@ g 99t gnt B ag a9 w oo e 9 w7 f 2% § ggad F 0w & G o asm
T G I AR HIHT HAT AT gl SAFSI T AT SATIHTAT TTRT H THhT ARTT T o AT f SrHATEAT 3T
TATAT U TFeIH FMT| Tk AT BT ST ST o AT &l AT SIE o a7 972 10 TTAerd v Jfeg F 9Tt 21T H e
BT THAT | 90 AT 3 ATAT TIEAT ATeaal T ZI ATl BTG o0l HEA HIeIT| Tg HIET T F ST < ATg e Haedr o7
ST T ST AAT &1 o T T AT| TH 9T TLITAHAT &6l T T SR T T TSAAITAF q1T I 39 (o0 JaaTag ot grfera
2 Tt gl e ot 3egiv e o Y feerdy femrs) =fogm sree 2 f3 o 391 7 397 37 o areft difz=t % s
% forT sraeT Troreifass Ot &1 &t a2 e & o7 e TE ) g i) el 9@t R T ST g Seehl asig
H EE TS TLLATAAT A7 gf F201 €& FLd Toil| Tgaled TSR il SATSITET 3fT S d Arha= f Hg<aT=l & o UAT FId &
o T off 8, AT 9T 1 =6 ATg A hefol & FHIIET HT qch ST AT

Stroe arsraft

8



N'-F www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (16-June-17)

N\
?‘\ The Indian EXPRESS

-:_1 JOURNALISM OF COURAGE Date: 15-06-17

Leaning On The Law

Rules regulating animal livestock markets are legally and
constitutionally sound

Constitutional evaluation of laws is tricky business. It stands in stark contrast to terming a law or rule as being desirable
or undesirable, though it is possible that an undesirable law is also unconstitutional. Merely because a law is
inconvenient or results in hardship to some, cannot be the same as saying that the law is constitutionally
abhorrent. For that, the law or rule must necessarily surpass the prohibitions embedded in the Constitution
itself, or in the case of statutory rules or regulations, go beyond the rule-making power. It is with this spectacle
that one must view the Government’s attempt to regulate animal livestock markets.Parliament enacted the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960, Section 38 whereof empowers the Central Government alone to
make rules. The Government notified the Rules last month for constituting and regulating animal markets for
transacting sale and purchase of animals without subjecting them to cruelty. Rule 22, which has attracted the
most controversy, requires certain measures for ensuring that in animal markets, cattle are transacted for
agricultural purposes only, and not for slaughter. The other provisions in these rules constitute Animal Market
Committees and lay down several measures for preventing cruelty to animals. It is evident that the purpose of
these rules is to free animal markets of transactions which would result in animals being treated cruelly, and
the prohibition of cattle slaughter is incidental to that purpose.

The primary objection against these rules is that they violate the right of butchers to practise their trade and
occupation freely [Article 19(1)(g)]. It is now an established position that even though Directive Principles are
themselves not enforceable by courts, yet Fundamental Rights are to be read in such a manner that the
Directive Principles do not remain mere empty declarations. One of the Gandhian principles embodied in
Article 48 directs future Governments “to endeavour to...take steps for preserving and improving the breeds,
and prohibiting the slaughter of cows and calves and the other milch and drought cattle”. In the same vein,
Article 47 requires “...the State...to...endeavour to bring about prohibition of the consumption except for
medicinal purposes of intoxicating drinks and of drugs which are injurious to health”, and liquor prohibition
has consequently been upheld by treating liquor trade as res extra commercium [not only held by our Supreme
Court in Khoday Distilleries v. State of Karnataka, (1995) 1 SCC 574, but also by the American Supreme Court
more than a century ago in Crowley v. Christensen, (1890) 137 US 86].

The question of whether slaughter of milch cattle could be prohibited in its entirety, took nearly half a century
to be settled. While in the fifties, the Supreme Court in Mohd. Hanif Qureshi v. State of Bihar [AIR 1958 SC
731] rejected the argument that religious freedom was hindered on account of such prohibition, although it did
hold that the prohibition to slaughter even those animals ceasing to be capable of yielding milk or of breeding
or working as draught animals, was unjustified as it run foul of the butcher’s right to freedom of trade and
occupation under Article 19(1)(g). A larger seven-Judge Bench of the Supreme Court revisited this reasoning
and overruling it, held in State of Gujarat v. Mirzapur Moti Kureshi [(2005) 8 SCC 534] that bovine animals did
not become useless on their ceasing to be capable of yielding milk or of breeding or working as draught
animals. Relying on Directive Principles to hold these restrictions as being reasonable and in public interest,
thus saved by Article 19(6), the Court further held that economically, bovine animals can never be useless on
account of the value and utility of their dung and urine. Finally, the Court struck a chord of compassion
towards animals and reasoned that cruelty to any living creature must be curbed and desisted.The contention
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based on the fundamental right to religion under Article 25 even in respect of cow protection laws has been
categorically rejected throughout in all these judgments. It is thus specious to say that the 2017 Rules are
violative of any fundamental rights.

Our Constitution envisages a distribution of powers that leans in favour of the Union — the most obvious
evidence of this being that the Union has the residuary legislative power (Article 248 read with Entry 97, List I
of Schedule VII). The Supreme Court has consistently afforded wide amplitude to this residuary entry, thus
reaffirming the Centre-leaning legislative scheme [Union of India v. Harbhajan Singh Dhillon, (1971) 2 SCC
779].The law under which the rules have been notified is the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960, is a
Central law and falls squarely within the Concurrent List entry of ‘prevention of cruelty to animals’ [Entry 17,
List III]. The argument breaching federalism is clearly fallacious as List II of Schedule VII reveals that no entry
can be connected with prohibition of animal slaughter so as to vest exclusive power in the State legislature or
executive. For instance, Entry 15 of the State List provides “preservation, protection and improvement of stock
and prevention of animal disease; veterinary training and practice”, but that is neither the purpose of the Act
nor of the rules — the purpose being to prevent cruelty to animals, and not to improve animal stock or prevent
animal disease. Similarly, Entry 28 of State List relating to “markets and fairs” cannot also be marshaled since
the pith and substance of the 2017 Rules is to prevent cruelty to animals, and regulation of animal markets is
incidental and consequential.lt is thus difficult to say that the 2017 Rules do not meet constitutional muster.
The hue and cry on the validity of these rules is on account of the conflation of desirability and legality. Rule of
law requires that the legal examination of these rules, albeit challenging, insulate itself from the din of
propriety and desirability surrounding these rules.

Govind Goel |The writer is a Supreme Court lawyer and constitutional expert

L

ey b ,u o y
AN ARET R PG

THE HINDU

Date: 15-06-17
Big data, big dangers

India needs to negotiate the world of big data technology with adequate
safeguards

With the Supreme Court turning its gaze on privacy issues associated with Aadhaar, can we take a moment to
look to the myriad ways in which our privacy is being assaulted in the digital world? When my neighbour
across the street got too curious about my life, I installed curtains to block his gaze. But what about when the
invisible drones at Facebook send him a message that one of my colleagues has tagged me enjoying a music
festival in Goa and he might want to “like” this picture? How do we draw a curtain around our digital
lives?Think beyond the nosy neighbour to the corporations that want to utilise minutia of your life to sell
products that you may or may not need. Corporations have always been interested in understanding consumer
behaviour and been collecting data about users using their products or service. What is unique about Big Data
Technology (BDT) is the scale at which this data collection can take place. For instance, Google has stored
petabytes of information about billions of people and their online browsing habits. Similarly, Facebook and
Amazon have collected information about social networks. In addition to using this data to improve products
or services that these corporations offer, the stored data is available also to highest bidders and governments of
nations where these companies are based.

10



&
N'-F www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (16-June-17)

Looming dangers

One major problem with collecting and storing such vast amounts of data overseas is the ability of owners of
such data stores to violate the privacy of people. Even if the primary collectors of data may not engage in this
behaviour, foreign governments or rogue multinationals could clandestinely access these vast pools of personal
data in order to affect policies of a nation. Such knowledge could prove toxic and detrimental in the hands of
unscrupulous elements or hostile foreign governments. The alleged Russian interference in the U.S. election
tells us that these possibilities are not simply science fiction fantasies.

The other major problem is the potential drain of economic wealth of a nation. Currently, the corporations
collecting such vast amounts of data are all based in developed countries, mostly in the U.S. Most emerging
economies, including India, have neither the knowledge nor the favourable environment for businesses that
collect data on such a vast scale. The advertising revenue that is currently earned by local newspapers or other
media companies would eventually start to flow outside the country to overseas multinationals. A measure of
this effect can already be seen in a way that consumer dollars are being redistributed across the spectrum of
U.S. businesses touching them. For instance, communication carriers such as AT&T, Verizon and cable
networks find that their revenue has remained flat to slightly falling in the last five years whereas the revenues
of Google, which depend on these carriers to provide connectivity to consumers, are increasing exponentially.
Unless we employ some countermeasures, we should expect the same phenomenon repeat itself for
corporations based in India.

Sadly, BDT is a tiger the world is destined to ride. It is no longer possible to safely disembark, but staying on is
not without its perils. The only way to negotiate this brave new world is to make sure that India does it on her
own terms and finds a way to protect both financial rewards and ensure individual privacy and national
security through appropriate safeguards.

What India can do

China has apparently understood this dynamic and taken measures to counter this threat. It has encouraged
the formation of large Internet companies such as Baidu and Alibaba and deterred Google and others from
having major market share in China by using informal trade restraints and anti-monopoly rules against them.
India may not be able to emulate China in this way, but we could take other countermeasures to preserve our
digital economy independence. The heart of building companies using BDT is their ability to build
sophisticated super-large data centres. By providing appropriate subsidies such as cheap power and real estate,
and cheap network bandwidth to those data centres, one would encourage our industries to be able to build
and retain data within our boundaries. In the short term, we should also create a policy framework that
encourages overseas multinationals such as Google and Amazon to build large data centres in India and to
retain the bulk of raw data collected in India within our national geographical boundaries.Moreover, we should
also build research and development activities in Big Data Science and data centre technology at our academic
and research institutions that allow for better understanding of the way in which BDT can be limited to reduce
the risk of deductive disclosure at an individual level. This will require developing software and training for
individuals on how to protect their privacy and for organisations and government officials to put in place strict
firewalls, data backup and secure erasure procedures. In the West, we already are seeing a number of start-ups
developing technology that enables users to control who gets access to the data about their behaviour patterns
in the digital world.The government has approved the “Digital India” Plan that aims to connect 2.5 lakh villages
to the Internet by 2019 and to bring Wi-Fi access to 2.5 lakh schools, all universities and public places in major
cities and major tourist centres. This is indeed a very desirable policy step. But unless we evolve appropriate
policies to counter the side effects of the Digital Plan, this could also lead to the unforeseen eColonisation of
India.

Hemant Kanakia is a computer scientist and investor in high technology companies.
The views expressed are personal
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