&

N'-E S www.dfeias.com | 1

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (01-June-17)

R Ro PR

I T F AT H a9

Date: 01-06-17

T #:1E F o= St f g3enfas fz T A9 aoms fr q3en=s
LT T FATAT < ATAT ATFHTA T GAATS T HT AT g1 379 F=AT

- : T9T AITAAT FHA HT TASE FL 2T gl AT qAATH & (AT 397 |
AT AgaTd de 90T § SAaraqed gl AT o srareq § S
SfI¥ T9T 3 HIS[ET WIEI 1 s@d g0 3T3H & a1 Ig I¥HIg st g
ey AIZATT AT 1= 9|1 & AW T g of A€ Jaf =1
T qHTHAT F ATAFTT I R THT IR S F FL R 2

AT, THAFEL HTATSTE THAT § Tg4 % qTa9E el qead
HIZATE T qTATH o Tarer § AR ATHT 3T Yol g 3T UHahl qolTah il 38 TAAT Tl @ FLd il T F Lol 5l TA,
@ T FHRH TEHTE H ZqT TIGT GEhTL F GATHE AT il agTel HLd & [0 ZadT (@Ts gl FUE TEHhl F T6qd Al 6
AT H T T Favgar T 79T F2 6T Togreri<h af gl faars =

THh IAS ALl TLRE F ATITAT F GHET Tg Fgl Toh ARk THIAAT U HIgATAl o TEATT & THSATAT qgl AT ST Tqehal
SIY THH AT AT HALTA T oAl il AdgAdT H 6 A gl I T FaT A1 @ET 64T T 797 U Ty Ahait=is
Afareme # Afgarst H Fe aEd oY ARATIr S{ae St & SAfEw F1 7% =6 e o2 @S a1 S a6ar & & 32
ST ATAATT SHAT TTISTd gl ad1? FTeATieh Tl FTe AT F TTeqor F 29T T G Fd &, AT F7 280 Fe1q
F ANTE 7T S AT HZaqOT AT AT Tl AT F qohel 82 TTELT, F97 T THSATST 6 R AaedT & eTs
g1 X9 AT A qATH | qRE AT g 3% "faeam= # MiET araray #°r g1fie w5 IHEHT T 7AW ATEAT gl 9 HiAed
FA T AT TE LT &l TIAA HITSAT AT A AL &1 T2T 81 T QAT o (W =T Fifd %l 247 < &l g ™" 9% @9
LT THTST HHT Tl AT THAT| THE 1T G AT TEAH AIGATHA Algd A AT 0l HigATSl H HTLALAT FH TqL AMATE
ERE ]

= T (oot 3o § UHT a1araeor 9 w7 g Srad srefia i g Torag Tetagi § g1 i T o 27 T ) a0Tae
Hfereme Aatare g @t § € 1€ $5 REmEat o7 e a9 a1t F S0 JATAT TSI S aTeaaret & Fod o
TAT A ATH qF AT TEHAA AT F TTHTASAAF T AHALTAF TTALTAT T FEA 6 € § AAAT AT 1 A 3T
TG Y& AR AT, FEA F G0 TEET 37 TATIO Sad S 6 AFFT T SragaaT e &l SIqatd of STrar
21| fUrset 997 a1t S0 T8 GHET SHOT0 ST fosarer 21 TS, T Seaweae STTerhTel oY eTii STfershTel a1 et
ot wfFrem T FEIET 9T TET FAT TAT THH ATTTAT TET TS| THE S 1946 H ET T2 TT | [FI9 F 318 TEA Tgr
TTEGTT AT 7 ST T o [o1T Tk ATl =7 ST o I T HH AT HT AT A7) AR o7 7 Bgett 3w
qEAHT % o g A= #eo aaa A1 HI ] TET 61| IHDT T I A GG G947 T, A= Fd, S99 T8 of




&

AFE 2 www.afeias.com | 2
IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (01-June-17)

TraTSI U gl gohishd & =T | 397 o TTAT AT @ET gl TAT| TIEAH AT o SThier a1 IHT qThed = § ol 0
TSt 3 Wi 2 T o, AT S0 F i AET A H ¥ M0 TEE A8 TATT AIALTT TAT T ST QAT AT HH
3T T R0 3 AT T AR ST forEe ST 1 SHE qeedt § g glgadar e s i gefie off, afrm g ae
TS T U & ATHAATE & U HG&T I ATgd § AR T 36 ol T 3 T (Aem=ararst & 19 g2 [Aat=e fgea %
AT I B AR Irgia deh faaT o e qieas AR qgiead aara it swatersit il gl a0 Tad| U § qRaAt &
o0 U o1 [Mat=d & a9 938 9ed Y M Jods 9 & 9qrell &l GgaT 99 w1 9% [@a qg1 gan &
TR T S o Hgsl &l 8% 18 ol I [Hat=reh &= %l 7 7T 2l Lot off! I IThT ATdl il GAHL A1ohd gl TT| Tod TS
TU ST AT, TH TATN 97 H E F2d1L o 918 AT I [HaT=e Hed dl a<ah¥ TaT AT ¢ af Tg 0T gANT g

TR T I8 397 Y@ TRT q5! g SATUIT T A&l F AT 9 6l a1dl § GgAfd SdTs i JIF [Haras gl 7T &l
FXRATE X T3 T, AR F T UHT SEaT H9TH ANTE a7 & Hae | Al (@7 Toh| STERT G0 AT Jodad Jaqrst w1 Srav
g i SiE® & 94T F3 1T F@-Ta AT 9910 @1 AT g F870 AT Sigar & &= &7 3 a%d § ST &d1 T3
e § AT AHTarst F =57 At F A Faerd et § arfie w7 formm grerit gitew gaeat 7 ot € e G,
ATHT Y. FAATHT 7 TH UL AHA T TehTT T (QAT| I i gl o ToF & FaTg 3fiv IACTTEhTe o ATHert § FHIg a1 &7
AT FIITI AR THIT AN HIZAT TS(Z | I T BIAT AT ATST THT TEHAS AT GALTT T J ATAAT T ST | I
THT A1 gl 3T I U T2ast 7 g5 T areirdt foetr & gord w2 F e & wfaeeft At vt 7 3o § gitaw
TR T 1T ST AT AZH T § Bl HRH T A0 THH HGLd 21HA Lol & AL a8 GEAH] 0l TF A1 9F 6 &9 H 2@l
T

g TH T HT Fohd o HodA T3l hT ATATE GATHE FAAT Tal T I T8 At 4 F7 STV T2 AT SATUIAT 3T 67 TH1T
T AT ST HEST UF HTeqfT 2T aqh< 15T TI7| 918 § gEdT Ooiitas qrieat € =0 e 1 Fear aq 2 i
AT TR o0l TSI | Teh T H 8IS Feed 11 1963 H ST TAhTA I g ALRTL 7 SEATIHE G971 § TEAH THAA AT
H TR0 U FEeATal FT I A o o7 U SR AST FwEAT ATSr aT qIReH eHwst i ST |/ I AT AL T /e
FEAT TET| TorRTSIT 36 AT 0 FaH aTqd G T2| FTATAE § Srgiv S1a<T T 9T FHIAd USTeard At (7 o qaelT
ATSAT FTAA ) Tl AT o [oIT TS AT AT ATHA H LA AT F IH FEA il TG H AT TATRL AT T2 o
o stter Tieft &1 arer T s S| qiewa § wE T U qieaw aigar #r agd of O 0F 397 § UF a1 6 a9 &
g RataaT 937 1 TS g UH H gaehl o7 GH Fle q¥ f&ahl g1 T TaTdh 98 SHET FEaT U s a9 Tl gl

T. AT [ TGF IJGIR AAT % T9T 07 TRT &9F: 5 ]




&

M.E 'AS www.dfeias.com | 3

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (01-June-17)

THE TIMES OF INDM

Date: 01-06-17
Modi in Germany

India must cement mutually beneficial ties with an evolving EU

Marking growing warmth in bilateral ties, India and Germany
have signed a slew of pacts covering cyber security, urban
development, vocational education and infrastructure during
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to the European nation.
In fact, Modi even took the opportunity to emphasise that
India and Germany are made for each other. There’s great
scope for synergy. German investments in Indian
infrastructure under the Make In India framework or the
Smart Cities initiative can do wonders for the Indian economy.
Meanwhile, India is a huge market for German companies —
an equation that Berlin would like to strengthen further.

Germany today is looking for stable partners in the developing
world in light of uncertainties in the overall global order. Europe, for example, is undergoing fundamental
shifts following Brexit. Add to this US President Donald Trump trying to modify America-Europe relations by
asking EU members to shoulder greater responsibility for their defence. Trump has also criticised the American
trade deficit with Germany, stating this needed to change. All of this compelled German Chancellor Angela
Merkel to comment that the US and UK may no longer be completely reliable partners.

It’s in this context that Modi’s ongoing Europe tour needs to be seen. Germany has decided to play the role of
sheet anchor of EU and is even quietly going about laying the foundation of a combined European defence
force by integrating military divisions from smaller European nations. Then there is Germany’s determination
on climate change mitigation efforts — something that isn’t shared by Trump. And with Emmanuel Macron — a
strong Europhile — being elected French President, the Germany-France relationship is likely to shape the
future direction of Europe. This is precisely why Modi’s schedule also includes visits to Spain and France. As
EU evolves, India would do well to reaffirm its support to the European bloc and push for investments and
technology transfers.

Besides, it needs to be borne in mind that China too is eyeing developments in EU for its own strategic
interests. For New Delhi to not lose out to Beijing, the former should devote more resources to actualising the
India-EU free trade agreement. As Europe emerges from America’s shadows it will become a veritable
standalone pole of the multipolar global order. India needs to capitalise on this and take ties with the continent
to the next level.
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The EcoNomic "TimEs Date: 01-06-17
Changing gears on the Modi-Merkel autobahn

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to the three biggest economies of the European Union could not have
been better timed. Uncertainty over the nature of US-EU relations, and an underlying discomfort with an
aggressive China adds to the attraction of India as a long-term partner. The visit, close on the heels of a
significant tax reform, the Goods and Services Tax (GST) on its way, provides demonstrable action of India’s
intention to augment this partnership.India’s bilateral trade with Germany is at x17.4 billion ($19.74 billion) in
2016, a fraction of the value of Germany’s trade with its No. 1trade partner, China. But the room to grow is
immense, and Chancellor Angela Merkel gets this. This is a good opportunity to get the ball rolling on the EU-
India free trade agreement, which has been stalled since 2013. Indications that talks will resume in July is
welcome. With a slew of reforms and streamlined systems in place, India can now pitch for a bigger share of
investments — German foreign direct investment in 2016 stood at $1.1billion.In the context of China’s One Belt
One Road initiative, Modi and Merkel are converging on working together in Africa, focusing on renewable
energy, connectivity, vocational training, and have called on businesses to collaborate on promoting trade and
development.Climate change is an important focus area. India has made it clear it is committed to the Paris
Agreement. The two countries remain committed to working with Afghanistan to tackle terrorism, thus
containing Pakistan.

The Modi-Merkel meeting was about continuing with the partnership, and putting it on firmer ground. Both
countries will work together on issues such as UN reforms, expansion of the UN Security Council, India’s
inclusion in export control regimes such as the Nuclear Suppliers Group, tackling terrorism, and the adoption
of the Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism. Modi and Merkel will have the opportunity to
deepen this partnership when they meet for the G-20 summit in July in Hamburg. It will be another chance to
demonstrate why India and Germany are good for each other
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Date: 31-05-17
Stepping on toes

The court has also asked the Centre and the Tamil Nadu government to
respond to the issues raised in a PIL.

The Centre’s ill-advised move to ban sale and purchase of cattle for slaughter at animal markets across India
has nudged sworn political rivals on to common ground. On Monday, Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
wrote to the prime minister and all the chief ministers that the Centre was making a “covert attempt to usurp
the powers of the state legislature in the guise of rules under a Central Act”. West Bengal CM Mamata
Banerjee described the decision as “a deliberate attempt to encroach upon the state’s powers”. She called it an
“attempt to destroy the federal structure of the country” and promised to challenge it “legally”. Meanwhile, the
Madurai bench of the Madras High Court on Tuesday stayed the ban for four weeks. The court has also asked
the Centre and the Tamil Nadu government to respond to the issues raised in a PIL. The issue of federal rights,
flagged by both Vijayan and Banerjee and political parties like the DMK, is certain to figure in the court
proceedings and the Centre will be hard-pressed to explain its move. Its attempt to smuggle in the contentious
political demand for a ban on cattle slaughter by changing the rules under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
Act, 1960 may not withstand judicial scrutiny.
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Vijayan and Banerjee rightly argue that the Centre’s notification amounts to overreach. The notification issued
by the Union Ministry of Environment indeed encroaches into the domain of state legislatures. Animal
slaughter has been regulated or prohibited by state laws, in response to local social, economic and cultural
preferences. The Centre has respected the diversity of aims in legislation because the spirit of federalism
demands it. It is ironic that a government under a prime minister who pointedly promised to promote
“cooperative federalism” has now sought to upset the balance in Centre-state relations. Prime Minister Modi,
who was Gujarat chief minister for over a decade, has on many occasions spoken of the need for the Centre and
the states to respect each other’s rights and duties. The government’s pushing through of the GST, by getting
the states on board, is also an illustration of the spirit of cooperative federalism. Earlier, the government’s
decision to disband the Planning Commission and replace it with a think tank, the Niti Aayog, reflected its
belief that the centralised planning process gave limited leeway to the states. The devolution of more tax
revenues to the states was seen as a clear intent on the part of the Centre to empower the states. The cattle
slaughter notification threatens to undo much of the good work done by the Centre in promoting the principle
and practice of federalism.The Centre must step back and recognise that the opposition from Kerala and West
Bengal is a warning. Similar concerns have been raised in the Northeastern states, where, too, bovine meat is
part of the diet. Public policy cannot be set without factoring in the country’s diversities.

Date: 31-05-17
Illegal and senseless

The proposed total ban on cattle slaughter goes against Supreme Court
decisions on the matter since 1959

Less than a week ago, the Central government notified rules, many of which are as unconstitutional as they are
senseless: A person is prohibited from bringing any type of cattle to an animal market for sale for slaughter.
First, why is it unconstitutional? The ban on slaughter of cattle was a politically sensitive issue even before the
Constitution came into force in 1950. In the Constituent Assembly, a few members supported a total ban but
Rev. Nichols Roy made a cogent argument opposing the move, pointing out the economic consequences of
maintaining old and sickly cattle, and that a large number of people consumed beef.

In the end, a partial ban was included as part of the Directive Principles (which represent our constitutional
goals) and Article 48 now reads: “The state shall endeavour to organise agricultural and animal husbandry on
modern and scientific lines and shall, in particular, take steps for preserving and improving the breeds, and
prohibiting the slaughter, of cows and calves and other milch and draught cattle.”

Like prohibition, our political history is littered with repeated attempts to totally ban the slaughter of cattle.
The validity of such an attempt was first considered in detail in 1959 in the famous Mohammed Hanif Quareshi
case. After a detailed discussion on the economic merits and demerits of a total ban, the Supreme Court held
that the ban on slaughter of all cows, and calves of cows and calves of buffaloes, male and female, was
constitutionally valid but a total prohibition on the slaughter of she-buffaloes, breeding bulls and working
buffaloes, irrespective of their age or usefulness, was unconstitutional. Such a ban violated the fundamental
right to carry on business of about 2,00,000 butchers in Bihar alone. These persons were mostly Muslims and
belonged to the Qureshi community. Significantly, the Supreme Court noted that large sections of Muslims,
Christians and Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes consumed beef. It also noted that the practice of
creating camps to house old and useless cattle, called “gosadans”, was “not at all encouraging”.

Bihar and Uttar Pradesh did not give up. They amended their laws and permitted slaughter of cattle only after
they were more than 20 years old. The laws introduced a host of complex regulatory restrictions which
included an appeal to the District Animal Husbandry Officer. The butcher community again successfully moved
the Supreme Court which referred to the “almost unanimous opinion of experts that after the age of 15, bulls,
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bullocks and buffaloes are no longer useful for breeding, draught and other purposes and whatever little use
they may have then is greatly offset by the economic disadvantage of feeding and maintaining unserviceable
cattle”.

After this decision in 1961, the next attempt at a total ban before the Supreme Court was also unsuccessful in
1969. Almost 30 years later, in 1996, another attempt by the Madhya Pradesh government to absolutely ban the
slaughter of all bulls and bullocks was again held to be violative of the fundamental right of butchers to carry
on their business under Article 19(1)(g). The Supreme Court held that it was “pained” at the successive
attempts of the state of Madhya Pradesh to nullify Supreme Court decisions.

In 2005, a bench of seven judges upheld the total ban on slaughter of cow and cow-progeny and made a valiant
but regrettable attempt to justify the ban on aged cattle, observing that cattle never became “useless”, at the
most, they became “less useful”. The court pointed out that such cattle still gave dung and urine, which had
wide-ranging utility from biogas to medicinal formulations. Whatever the merits of these arguments, the
Supreme Court mercifully confined its judgment to upholding the total ban only to “cow and cow-progeny”.

The net result is that a total ban on all types of cattle in the latest notification is likely to be held as
unconstitutional. It is difficult to comprehend how anyone could have drafted such a notification imposing a
total ban in the teeth of a line of Supreme Court decisions from 1959. Or is it another attempt to draft a
patently unconstitutional but politically convenient law and leave it to the courts to strike it down? One can
always say: “See, we passed the law but these courts always come in our way”.

And why is it senseless? First, there is no justification, economic or other, for this total ban. What are the
commercial consequences of such a ban? How would it impact the livelihood of lakhs of butchers? What would
be the impact on our huge beef exports? What would it do to the leather trade? Such a drastic decision should
have at least required a detailed investigation into the possible impact on all the stakeholders.

Secondly, the nation continues to face serious crises on several fronts. There is a risk of Kashmir slipping into
greater turmoil, relations with Pakistan seem to worsen every day and the Maoist problem stubbornly refuses
to go away. On the economic front, the lack of growth in the manufacturing sector, the slowing of exports and
the absence of employment generation are extremely worrisome. It is only a united India that can collectively
rise and meet these challenges.

Unfortunately, there continues to be a serious disconnect between what we claim we want to be and what we
actually do. A nation that wants to be an economic superpower can never achieve its ambition if it continues to
indulge in irrelevant and irresponsible actions that systematically irritate a sizeable section of its population.
The repeated attempts to ban cow slaughter and reiterate the demands for a Ram Mandir will seriously
undermine the country’s political unity. A minority which cannot triumph through the ballot box will, beyond a
point, vent its anger through violent and other deadly means. The danger is, we cannot predict when this
tipping point will be reached.

The utter folly of such short-sighted means was subtly emphasised by Justice J.C. Shah in 1969, in words that
must be carefully read: “The sentiments of a section of the people may be hurt by permitting slaughter of bulls
and bullocks in premises maintained by the local authority. But a prohibition imposed on the exercise of a
fundamental right to carry on an occupation, trade or business will not be regarded as reasonable, if it is
imposed not in the interest of the general public, but merely to respect the susceptibilities and sentiments of a
section of the people.”

The writer is a senior advocate practising at the Supreme Court of India




