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fruits and 66 million
tonnes ofvegetables,
is the second largest
producer of fruits
and vegetables in
the world, next only
to Erazjl and China
However, per capita
consumptjon of
fruits and vegetables
in lndia is only
around 46kg and

",,"f :ii J:;i;:,;e., i,"fi il."i11":;,,lj;:1:
to America, Neth_
erlands, Germany,
Japan. UK. onions
to Malayasia, UAE,
5,ngapore, Srj_
Janka and Bangia-
deshj vegetables to
Sri Lanka, United
States, UAE. Spajn,
Saudj Arabja, Ban-
gladesh, u.K., Ku-
wait; fresh grapes
to Ul(, Netherlands,
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UAE, Bangla
desh, Germany;
fresh fruits to
Bangladesh,
UAE, Saudi Ara
bia, UK and Sri
Lanka processed

vegetables to
Egypt Sri Lan-
ka, UAE, Amer
ica and Turkey
and Mango pulp
to Saudi Arabia,
UAE, Nether-
lands, Kuwait
and Germanyj

pickles and chut
neys to UK, America, UAE, Spain etc.

The recent emphasis on horticulture in our
countryconsequentto the recognition ofthe need for
attaining nutridon security and for more profitable
land use has brought about a signifi cant change in the
outlook ofthe growers. The need forgreat utilization
of available wastelands against the background of
dwindling water and energy resources has focused
attention to dry land, to arid and semiarid tracts and

to h orticu ltu ra I crops, which have lesser demands on
water and other inputs besides being 3 to 4 times
more remunerative than field crops.

It is estimated that lndia has 240 million
acres of cultivable wasteland, which is lying idle,
which can be brought under orchard crops without
curtailing the area underfood crops. The country has
abundant sunshine throughout year, a surplus labour
and widely varied agro-climatic condition, which
offers a high potentialfor successful and profitable
commercial horticulture.

Horticulture is not merely a means of
diversification, but forms an integral part of food,
nutritional security and poverty alleviation, and also
an essential ingredient of economic security. lndia,
like many other countries, is very concerned about
food security, thus, rural development has become a
primary area offocus in the current agricultural and
horticultura development scenario.

(The Authots H.Ushd Nondhini Devi ond
)dwohdrlol.M ore with Horticulturdl College
ond Research lnstitute, Tomil Nddu Agticultutdl
University, Coimbdtorc, Emoil: dtushdjono@
redilfmoil,com)
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ccording to the Economic Survey 2015-16, the scenario of hortjculture crops in tndia has become
very encouraging. The percentage share of horticulture output in agriculture is more than 33
per cent. Under the purview of agriculture and allied activities, the share of plan outlay for

horticulture, which was 3.9 per cent during Ninth plan, has increased to 4.6 per cent during the lwelfth
Pian.

lndia has witnessed voluminous increase in horticulture production over the last few years. significant
progress has been made in area expansion, resulting in higher production. Over the last decade, the
area under horticulture grew by about 2.7 per cent per annum and annua I production increased by 7.0
per cent. During 2013-14, the production of horticulture crops was about 283.5 million tonnes from
an atea of 24.2 million hectares. Out of the six categories e.g., Fruits, Vegetables, Flowers, Aromatic
plants, Spices and Plantation crops, the highest annualgrowth of9.5 per cent is seen in fruit production
during 2013-14. The production of vegetables has increased from 5g,532 thousand tones to I,67,058
thousand tonnes since 1991-92 to 2014-15(3rd AE).

lndia witnessed sharper increase in acreage in horticulture crops compared to food grains over the last
five years (from 2010-11to 2014-15) the area under horticulture crcps increased around 18 per cent
compared to an expansion of area under food grains by 5 per cent during the stipulated period. The
paoduction of horticulture crops have outpaced the production offood grain sjnce 2012-13.
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