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Manifesto for a liberal Hindu

It’s time for secular Hindus to say: Garv se kaho hum liberal hain

You’re out there. Even though your voices are muted. You know that
today you're being outrageously misrepresented. The strident voices
who claim to speak for you, the war-like fundamentalists who have
captured the “Hindu” space and call for a holy war against other
religions, are not voices you identify with. Your faith is subliminal,
ever-present but hardly domineering. You've sung qawaalis, bhajans
and Christmas carols, enjoyed your kababs without guilt. You've
never been ruled by a religious police or been asked to prove your
Hinduness through political loyalty.

But suddenly you're being ironed into a vegetarian, Muslim-hating,
puritanical uniformity. You're being asked to hate when your
religion teaches love. You're being asked not to question when your
traditions are full of vaad, vivaad, samvaad. You're being asked to be perpetually angry when your gods have
always been playful and genial. Krishna, Ganapati, Saraswati — were they full of hatred and rage? The mark of a
true Hindu, as the Mahatma, is above all a generosity towards others.

Liberal Hindus, yours has always been a merry, amiable religion, entwined with family folklore, each god
almost a family member whose story often mirrored an identifiable human drama. Yes, caste and superstition
created terrible injustice. But from within the ranks of Hinduism itself rose the great social reformers who
challenged these evils: Phule and Rammohan Roy, Vivekananda and Tagore.Your faith is about a culture-
soaked joie de vivre, of sindoor, jasmine and marigolds: What a feast for the senses and a balm for the soul! So
when did this joyful aesthetic religion turn into a force that rages about insults, sedition, blasphemy, re-
conversion, love jihad and bloodshed in the name of the cow? When did it become a doctrine that inspires fear
and a quaking acceptance of mob rule? When did a fountain of spirituality become a fountain of unending
FIRs?Liberal Hindus, you don’t recognise this new angry, religion. Why should you? You're the legatees of
Kabir and Mira, of Krishna Chaitanya and Ramakrishna and you know Hinduism has always stood for an open
embrace of diversity and pluralism. Those who killed Mohammad Akhlaq in Dadri or Pehlu Khan in Alwar,
those attacking lovers, movie directors, meat-eaters, artists or writers or rationalists, can those attackers really
represent a religion which places individual freedom at the very centre of spirituality? No, liberal Hindus,
you'’re repelled by those who kill in your name. You're appalled at what the world will think of Hinduism if the
gau warriors are its only face.Hinduism is a belief in an individual pursuit of moksha: The seeker meditates
alone and finds his own way. Why did Hinduism never need to proselytise? Because every path to god was seen
as valid, Hinduism respects all. As Ramakrishna Paramahamsa said: Jato math tato path (There are as many
paths as there are opinions).

A true Hindu thus has no reason to be fearful or to be threatened. Because you can even be an atheist and still
be a Hindu. The Upanishads do not speak of god. At the Kumbh Mela there are no priests to mediate between
the individual and his relationship with sun and river. No wonder Hinduism didn’t seek to capture political
power. There was no reason to wield the sword for a religion that was simply unconquerable precisely because
it was so undefined and varied. Who would a Hindu take up the sword for? For the shaivite? For the
vaishnavite? For the tantric? Whoever ruled on earth, whether British or Mughal, Hinduism has always been
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indestructible. It has survived and always will. It has never felt threatened because its domain is within.But
today the advocates of Hindutva are seeking political power and destroying precisely that quality of inwardness
that makes Hinduism so enduring. The Christian world struggled for centuries to separate church from state.
The Islamic world has been beleaguered by theocrats who used religion for legitimacy. Now modern Hindutva
vaadis want India to repeat the same tragedies that befell Christian and Muslim societies who have had to wage
bloody battles to separate political chieftains from holy men. Paradoxically, by politicising Hinduism, zealots
are taking away its unique power.

Why has Hinduism thrived and survived for so many centuries in spite of the fact that it only rarely enjoyed
political patronage? Precisely because of its plurality, the fact that it has never had a single established church,
no single set of beliefs, no one spiritual authority. Hinduism has never needed state power.Liberal Hindus, it’s
time to reclaim your religion. It’s time to create a Manifesto of the Liberal Hindu and live by it. Assert that the
Hindu inheritance is far greater than the building of a Ram Mandir at a particular spot. In Hinduism after all
god resides in puja rooms in almost every Hindu home.The attempt to create a homogeneous religious loyalty
to only one set of deities, the insistence on a single form of worship, a single set of dietary preferences, a single
racial type, a single language, a single temple is a repudiation of the faith of your ancestors who lived in ease
with dizzying diversities. Liberal Hindus, it’s time for you to show there’s more to Hinduism than lynchings and
police complaints and abusive language on social media. Haven’t generations of Hindus heard the muezzin’s
call without feeling remotely threatened? Step up and assert that you are members of a religion that the whole
world, from scholars to hippies to the Beatles once fell in love with, and that you do not approve of it being now

ruined by petty politics. Liberal Hindus, your time is now.

Date: 26-04-17

Sukma attack

Beefing up security and addressing <ep,1>tribal grievances must go
together

The deadly Maoist attack on a CRPF platoon in Chhattisgarh’s
Sukma — that has seen 25 jawans die in combat — again highlights
the threat that leftist ultras pose. This attack is one of the three
biggest attacks on security forces in seven years. The CRPF jawans
had been deployed to secure an under-construction road in the
Maoist stronghold when they were ambushed by around 300 to
400 insurgents. That only last month 12 CRPF jawans were killed
in a similar fashion barely 20km from Monday’s attack site shows
two things. There is a clear failure of intelligence among security
forces and Maoists desperately want to halt road construction
projects in the area.

It’s shocking that of the more than 1,100 casualties among
security forces recorded on the Maoist front in Chhattisgarh since the state was formed in 2000, around 550
are from Sukma alone. Attacks like the one in 2010 that killed 76 CRPF personnel or the one in 2013 when 27
people including Congress leaders VC Shukla, Mahendra Karma and Nand Kumar Patel were killed in a Maoist
ambush, should have led to a comprehensive review of standard operating procedures and better coordination
among security agencies. Not only has this not been the case, security forces are literally walking into death
traps in this region which lies on the tri-junction of Maoist activities in three states.
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There’s no denying that development is a crucial component in defeating the Maoist propaganda. And building
of roads in Maoist-affected areas will facilitate the establishment of schools, hospitals and basic amenities for
the locals. This of course requires a modicum of security. But tribal grievances too can’t be ignored.
Unfortunately, there has been a stream of reports of human rights abuses perpetrated by both security forces
and Maoists in Chhattisgarh’s red zone. Alienation of tribals needs to be addressed if long-term development
and peace are to prevail. Approaches to tackling Maoism are inevitably stuck in a security-human rights binary,
but this doesn’t have to be the case. In fact, government needs to deploy the right mix of security, development
and human rights protection to root out the Maoist problem. This can be done by bringing Adivasi groups, civil
society organisations and political parties together, while simultaneously improving intelligence and
operational coordination for security forces. It’s time to cast aside old shibboleths and adopt a fresh approach.

Date: 26-04-17
Big isn’t beautiful

Splitting universities spanning hundreds of colleges will improve
education quality

Previously home to 700 odd colleges, Bengaluru University has
been trifurcated. The same is the case with Rajasthan
University with its cuambersome 792 affiliated colleges. Actually
bifurcation and trifurcation of elephantine universities is the
new trend in higher education. While status quoists criticise
this as a breakdown, the fact is that the trend promises greater
academic quality and better governance. When too many
colleges are affiliated to a university, the latter tends to
deteriorate into an exam factory instead of an institution
imparting quality education or pursuing research.

Chhatrapati Shahuji Maharaj University in Kanpur has an
astounding 1,276 colleges and about 1.5 million students. Across the country there are 17 universities that have
500 or more colleges attached to them. Together India’s 268 affiliating universities have 39,071 colleges. These
are extraordinarily unwieldy numbers. While the rising count of colleges makes sense because of young India’s
rising hunger for higher education, too many of them seeking the shelter of one university is
counterproductive. The relationship becomes colonial rather than democratic, where colleges do not get any
freedom to set syllabi or start new courses, but just carry out orders like lower-ranking clerks.

These days high-ranking colleges like St Stephen’s in Delhi University are seeking autonomy. Presidency
College of Kolkata and Ravenshaw College of Cuttack have been upgraded into universities. This trend needs to
be speeded up and colleges helped into adulthood instead of being under the tutelage of somebody else.
Because it’s right that strong colleges devise their own courses and syllabi, assess students’ performance and
conduct examinations themselves, pursue research activities freely — rather than all this being dictated by a
remote leviathan with little appreciation for individual colleges’ strengths and specific needs. Let competition,
rather than bureaucratic centralisation and hierarchy, be the preferred mode for ushering in desperately
needed improvements in the quality of education.
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The Economic 'TIMEs Date: 26-04-17
APMC Act revamp: A sound initiative

The Centre has reportedly recommended a new model law to replace the restrictive Agricultural Produce
Market Committee (APMC) Act that makes it mandatory for farmers to sell only to designated middlemen, who
then control trade in farm produce and corner the benefit of higher prices. An overhaul of the law to create a
barrier-free single market is long overdue. State APMC Acts have created thousands of fragmented and
inefficient markets. Bihar scrapped the law. Some states have modified it, but changes have been patchy
because of the political influence of the middlemen. Reform would enable organised retail to procure directly
from farmers, giving them better incomes and the incentive to produce more.The new model law suggests
single-point levy of a market fee and single registration or licence for trade in more than one market and
delisting fruit and vegetables from the APMC Act. This makes sense. It also proposes to cap mandi taxes at 1%
for food grain and 2% for vegetables, and pegs the commission agents’ levy at 2% of the total transaction cost.
At present, mandi taxes vary from 14.5% in Punjab to 10.5% in Haryana, driving the private trade out and
eating up the Centre’s food subsidy subvention. The procurement price must subsume all taxes and the Food
Corporation of India must stop paying such huge levies. Rightly, the model law also has provisions to declare
warehouses and cold storages as market sub-yards to provide better access and linkages to farmers. This is
welcome, and investments must be stepped up. A vast network of regulated warehouses, whose receipts are
negotiable instruments, will also make middlemen redundant. The need is to develop marketing infrastructure
and make the supply chain that links the farmer and the consumer efficient

Date: 26-04-17

Sukma attack: Lest CRPF men’s ultimate sacrifice go in
vain

We condemn the Kkilling of 25 men of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) by Maoists at Sukma,
Chhattisgarh. They were providing protective cover for building a road through and into the Maoist heartland.
Such road-building activity must continue, with security forces taking extra care and deploying the best
machinery to expedite construction. The experience of Andhra Pradesh under the late Y S R Reddy’s chief
ministership, when the state virtually eliminated the local Maoist problem, shows that what is required to
contain the Maoist threat is a combination of targeted force against Maoist rebels and sustained development
work to make the presence of the state tangible and permanent in the areas from where the rebels have been
driven out. Building roads, police stations, schools and healthcare centres is part and parcel of the strategy of
defeating Left-Wing Extremism.The present attack comes a little over a month after 13 policemen of the CRPF
were Kkilled in a similar attack close by. The loss of lives and the effrontery of the Maoists together work up
passion among the public, many of whom demand retribution. Revenge is not the business of the state. Its job
is to secure law and order and deliver justice. This calls for restraining the urge to retaliate against just about
anyone who can be considered to be a Maoist sympathiser, if not a Maoist. If the security forces attack ordinary
villagers, that would play into the hands of the Maoists and reinforce their narrative of an exploitative state out
to rob tribal people of their land, dignity and lives. Internal strife cannot be tackled by the use of force alone.
Force is necessary and must be deployed with precision and intelligence, but has to be accompanied by politics
that counters the Maoist strategy of creating enmity between local people and the state machinery. Maoist
combatants give no quarter and should expect none from the security forces. The challenge is in handling so-
called Maoist sympathisers. They must be treated in accordance with the constitutional process the Maoists
disdain, dealing the Maoists a double defeat.
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TERIATEA = i it fasfi & aqam feger a1 S g1 98 SR 1 {0 T a1 91 7 4.4 Fiaerd f ferae 3=
TS| B AW  forT T2t Rvrae 10.2 Tierd s g=iier SR & o 4.4 Tferd W@ 298 92 SR & 979 1€ 59 9=
& L A | AT ITAed 2 IR F AT F7 Ta€ TET THAW BIE TF HATA ST Hl 2l T2T &l TIH SATET TS
g oft TET TN F2d 21 Tg T AAeT | @a¥ 1 5T g1 THF FAd A AT [l | TSI FT Hhe T ThaT gl TH
afrer § wiaey § FaT & 29T i [T &7 3919 21 29 J@TET o o 3T R0 St AR v qeer AR F gt 6
forT e aTer TS ST I AW % AATAT TAThT F G G ATeAT TLHTHT I R A1 AU T8 forT syemr
qfer S| Sasr o st =R s Rrfamtor & ff=errer @t Jr e w8 ot a9 ff g e geer SEet 97 ey
Hehe T gL AL o SUTT TohU ST ATTRU| Ivg AW Gohe e SAATIAT JI S a8 IARM & G & HT HZEHST T@AT gl
S rreft-qET | off FwereTe iRt 9o it veT wdT g I ave At § ard forfrerdr F avasg e va g 9t
FT TEAT FIAT AT
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I T TG AT Fa 1 org qferd a1 (HT=mdus) & forT 988 927 12T 81 39 718 TH Ta+T el 3o 921, ST &fid
qTT qut § Fattea gl e 11 77 &1 o ATiarar a0 # Hedus F 12 S A8i8 g0 o, At ar JedT Tqiey
qiETt § 71 o, FAiH IHT T2 I TR0 TR I TFT o LT AT T TS AT 9 S qIT 397 IHT AT A=A H
AT 97| Tge W1 ATAETT g0l § a1 §&AT § HATITUE F T AS1R 2l Ao & AT GHAT § gl 1 IT gHeAT a1 g 1o
et st oft aaelt 987 €)1 S ATAATEr gHeAt § gAY ATl 1 I ST AgTad F47 <A1 92 Tl 8?2 9T ¢ % ugd &
THAL | HaF Aol TET TAT AT Fgl 7 Fgl gHTY TLTETE Tl T UH AT TATHT § T GATAT TOHRAT o FAITAT o
= 2T Yol gl JaTer ag off & {3 Srearefios it g9 #7 37 3aTh § gaer T a1 § 9 Taqierat fT ga+t a5t arere |
HIS[atT T giear g=aT foeft ofr? afz 7 i, 9 7g 927 Far &1 fw 1 @ 9w, sty 1 #2471 g & 5f ™
HTA AU F STETT % g0 o, Fgl S TRV 7 799 FATAT &7 =F2T AT ZSTord AR F STl T 77 8 6 29
TIE ATHNTT « 3eTeh E%l %0l HISEIT o0l AT o1 37T A AT @7 o ST ST @1 @ o oI aras dted g ar S+l geem
ToRaT ST T g1 7 78 e TS AT ITel (ed) 7 fBear off, ST #18 78 9aqr1 a9mer grar g &+
TSF IT Tl ITeal T (ML) AT Al forars T2 1 UHT Hoaaefier Segt 9% Al & AT+l it sarsiTal asft gl 8, 5
TE AT TEST FTT ST o &1 Teg, RIS TTAT STTaT &1 GHAT 6 JTHe § S U f I o Soret & $= U ogq
=% & AT # 9gg w2 @l of, Tl TgT F A AT | g 1@ AQATTEaT H GEFART F STIST ST Heh| SEIE 6
HAWAT 0T ¥ & qaTa® aadell =0 G a7 7 Gg w7 @ o, FiE F qol ATad (6 AT arhd i qeam
USHTRET 39 TETST & TATHI ST 7T % TgaTterdy a% Tgl

THIAT Sg= ATAY 81 qfore Tt o qarfas o Aeraifa S 8 & Heredfios fr awg st afafafest semar 21 3 s
g T Hremedius % SATRaT S & gAa GErhar & qre e afiRafadt § AT 9=ar g1 =7 A aege =l § 21
STATHT o 7T ATeETar AAratet it AtEEaar & AArar Aesy € St Al e G 8, ST A AT STHr S Ht
HAdT g1 o zEfory oft swerfera Tgar & i v war grar ¢ o T 2¥ ah 37 uw g v 2 €, @i 5ve o uar /gt grar
o U ST 3eeh QUT=iaeh & AT ATATATEr! I THT ST AT FBIAET T AIAATET ISTd &1 TEol F Tl 3T Sl afei i a
Tl SATET TgH gl T o UET o 1= T9T q7 AT T 9 g1 S &1 Hs a1 = IS1 Al Fid a (94479 & g 6T &,
TH fIehre g1 STAT 21 T8 AATar I Yiore aTgat &l faehe ¥ IS & (o0 a2 Tq7" 92 st fAehest 1 € seaare
T | TS ATEAT TN Al 2 o ATl ITHLUT 1 Fg AT AT AT 2Id &, FA116 T SATH T8 AT § 95 8 37
TH AT | AGT ST o = TR a9 AT [aehiea il TgaTT Fed § qIOFe 21T gl THH SAATAT THT o6 HioTT H I TATHT
FThHT S5 BT STTAT g 3T JATS & [T qTHT ITeel Agl gldTl T M5l | Fg qf STATT &l Jgl 97 (6 qreiaradi, ateh
T (Ao AT & o ST 2rar 2l
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Taad g o Fra= & [EeTs reiaras §oy il (& U haTe siiared & &9 § g off 3l¥ T I T8 39 T84T,
ATSTITART ST TTHT e HHTET T9TT I ASTs H qeald gl TAT| T2 HaTA SAFEL T SITAT & 1o TR il F47T AT AT ?
ArfeaTtaET 7 sraTaved Rufa & w2+ & a1 e aarar, g s fFem A (TAuaE) s arer St g9 st
&1 gt At arfca® @St & Scaaa it Tord ad gu Ut aRatat aare S0 & =9 forw T 6 718 ger? 7 U
qaTe &, Toreeh STaTer et F2i| gTeAiih et aoig & g0 <@t o A= srfearfay sfiv e & €19 UF q<g &1 999
= 79T 8, STet 9% SMeameil STare 79w SISt et Sl T GId ST T8 8| @9 R3] 6 FHAT T9T FIES FicFed
T VAL T GH FIA o (o0 ATgae HT SETHTA Fd 8| SUTENE 9 AREE ST T320 § 1T ¥ AT o UH Fs el &,
St seft e =t 78 251 SfeT 8, 59 378 7377 Tl (Aerdr qr Set (e Far g1 Hswra-sima o U sqerarir
@ FATT TAT 6 9T 8, ST Ieg ATATEr SO 7% Hied # ‘ST F7 JTaEdE 997 30 g0 a7 F0d gl gHI
T T T TET AT o [Tl & Ivg Ag ThHIE o Tl g, o gehieahd a1 T8 § o T T areda § |<ra = i ga9riai
ST ATAETRAT T AT o ST BHFL T MU G| AT HrefT-Aarat St 1 Far 7 57978 7 ST 81 T878T, =7 Tt §
AT ST 5| a3 Au=T ST 34T 78 8, g 9w =ar &1 fawr 81 7fe oo erdis St it g 0% 99 ST ar STl
THH ¥ WA &l TEAIT A5 ATUIT| TAH 297 o T2, T, I, (A0 THT AT & AT ST ATHA gl T0g ey
ST STETET ST TS, FF1Th ST TAT & STRTSAT o IeAehl GLEAT o6 T TITH &A1 Al [QAT| &L S SATRT § S A1
T AT AT Aol 6f T2? Fherhiedt & T a1 AT GrRaTieT St EaTar SISl & A H AT FEl FE 1@ T2
fAfera &1, o o2 55 aR1 & 9 =9 o ff w2 T8 g, 9% 99 a7 78 © (6 g I/ a4 g w1 91| e
Tel T STaT| FeHIT § 29 3@ ¢ o F g a0g TeIwarsii o Sahrer &7 3T ¥ 81 39 9a9 U1 24 a1 & qarae 9 off
AT TAT 2| BTeATTh Sga< I a5 F Tae 1% o g1 Haa (9o, g SreenTfors TaTem & forgre F st g 3 sroerfas
T T [ AT 0T ST UHT A TQFT G372 0T ST, FSrae &A1= 99E g7 Hl JeT-d Hggd o L

» . .
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£} JOURNALISM OF COURAGE Date: 25-04-17

New India?

If unchecked, vigilantism in the name of the cow could render
meaningless all vision documents and development plans.

When Prime Minister Narendra Modi met chief ministers of several states at the Niti Aayog’s governing
council meet in the capital on Sunday, the conversation ranged from the GST, which the PM called “a great
illustration of cooperative federalism”, to a 15-year vision document, a seven-year National Development
Agenda and a three-year Action Plan to transform India. At another meeting of the PM with chief ministers of
BJP-ruled states the same day, presentations were made of the best-functioning state-level schemes. Going by
the tweets of Rajasthan CM Vasundhara Raje and UP CM Yogi Adityanath after the latter event, there was talk
of “antyodaya” as well. By all accounts, including theirs, neither Raje, nor Adityanath brought up an important
and troubling issue on their watch — of growing cow vigilantism in UP and Rajasthan respectively. In UP, the
new CM’s fast-tracking of the election promise to shut down “illegal slaughter houses” has emboldened
minority-baiting lumpenism. In Rajasthan, dairy farmer Pehlu Khan died after an assault by self-styled “gau
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rakshaks” at Behror in Alwar district on April 1. Reports of the Niti Aayog meeting earlier point to a similar
silence across the high table on the chilling pattern forming after attacks in other states like the one that killed
Pehlu Khan — three nomadic families were assaulted on the suspicion they were cattle smugglers in Reasi
district of J&K and three men transporting buffalos were beaten up in South Delhi over the last week.The
pattern is made up not just of the rampaging “gau rakshaks” who target Muslims in the guise of cow-
protection. It also, and crucially, features the policemen who then file FIRs against the attackers as well as the
victims. This — the taking of the law into its own hands by the mob, and the inaction or effeteness or complicity
of the law enforcer — must worry the chief ministers in whose states such events have already taken place. It
must also concern CMs of other states to which, in a climate of impunity, this contagion of bigotry and
lawlessness could spread. Chief ministers of all states, ruled by the BJP or by non-BJP parties, must be
apprehensive that such incidents, captured on video, are stoking fears and insecurities among ordinary, law-
abiding citizens of the minority community.Today, there is an elephant in the room at any gathering of chief
ministers, or forum of exchange of good governance ideas between the Centre and states. “Development” is a
meaningless catchword unless it is seen to be indivisible from the acknowledgement of the state’s primary
assurance to its citizens — all of them — that their right to safety, security and dignity will be protected. In a
country where the “gau rakshak” enjoys, or is seen to enjoy, immunity from the law, amid a political silence
maintained by ruling parties but also unbroken by parties of the opposition, the vision document or three- or
seven-year plan isn’t worth the paper on which it’s written.

Date: 25-04-17
Quick Gun EC

Election Commission’s proposals to deal with problem of bribing of voters
could upend principles of natural justice.

The Election Commission’s proposal to have the Representation of People Act (RPA) amended to disqualify
legislators charge-sheeted for bribing voters is well-intentioned but bad in principle. It attempts to turn the
dictum of any justice system — that a person is innocent until proven guilty — on its head. The EC has drawn
its recommendation from a proposal the Law Commission mooted in 2014. The Commission had called for
including a new section in the RPA to expand the ambit of the disqualification provision to include a person
against whom “a charge has been framed by a competent court for an offence punishable by at least five years
imprisonment” for a period of six years or “till the date of quashing of charge or acquittal, whichever is earlier”.
The call for such a drastic measure evidently stems from the failure to curb corruption in elections. Indeed,
democracy needs to be cleansed of electoral malpractices, but that must be done by the patient labour of
improving processes and reforming institutions.In the past one year, the EC has countermanded three
assembly elections in Tamil Nadu — in the R.K. Nagar seat most recently — after it found evidence that voters
were being offered bribes by candidates. In the Aruvakurichi and Thanjavur seats, where the EC rescinded
elections in 2016 after finding evidence of cash distribution by candidates, the parties renominated the same
persons. The RPA, indeed, has a provision to disqualify and bar a legislator if convicted for poll graft. The
keyword here, however, is conviction. It is said that the RPA provisions have failed to act as a deterrent against
electoral malpractices since trials extend for years and rarely result in convictions. The way out is to reform the
judicial process and ensure early and time-bound trial and closure in cases. Surely, there must be effective
deterrence to prevent the subversion of due process, but the onus for ensuring that must to be on
institutions.The EC has also sought to make bribery a cognisable offence under the Code of Criminal Procedure
(CrPC), which would bestow on the police the authority to arrest an accused without a warrant. These are
draconian measures, which violate the principles of natural justice. The EC had used provisions of the existing
legal framework in the past to end violent acts like booth capturing. It is surely capable of inventive, but fair,
methods to curtail the use of money in elections.
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THE HINDU Date: 25-04-17

The best laid plans: On NITI Aayog

NITI Aayog’s shift away from five-year plans requires more
substance

Narendra Modi is not the first Chief Minister to have gone on to become Prime Minister. But given his well-

known disdain for the erstwhile Planning Commission’s control-and-command approach towards States and
his oft-repeated emphasis on ‘cooperative federalism’, there were great expectations from the successor
organisation, the NITI Aayog. The Five Year Plans — the last one ended on March 31 — were relegated to
history, to be replaced by a three-year action plan. This was to be part of a seven-year strategy that would in
turn help realise a 15-year long-term vision. When the Aayog’s Governing Council that includes the Prime
Minister and all Chief Ministers met, it was hoped that the fine print as well as the big picture of the new
planning approach had been worked out. However, all that was handed out was a draft action agenda for the
three years till 2019-20, with 300 specific action points. This agenda is meant to be the first step towards
attaining the envisioned outcomes by 2031-32. This ‘New India’, as NITI Aayog Vice Chairman Arvind
Panagariya put it, will ensure housing for all, with toilets, LPG, power and digital connections; access to a
personal vehicle, air conditioner and white goods for ‘nearly all’; and a fully literate population with universal
health care.

Assuming that the economy grows at 8% annually hereon, the Aayog has presented estimates about the size of
the economy and per capita incomes by 2031-32, though juxtaposing these with China’s performance in the last
15 years is a bit odd. India’s GDP will rise by rs.332 lakh crore in the next 15 years, the Aayog reckons. The bare
details of the 15-year vision that have been shared seem like motherhood statements with some optimistic
numerical guesswork. But even that is more than we know about the seven-year strategy. Without the larger
strategy and vision in place, the three-year action plan is likely to be more of an abstract wish list that Chief
Ministers will now evaluate and revert on. Effectively, till it is ratified by the Council, there is a vacuum in
India’s policy framework — similar to the delayed starts of past Five Year Plans. It is not yet apparent if the
12th Plan’s innovation of painting alternative scenarios (of actions and outcomes) — a more useful tool for
longer-term planning — has been adopted. Meanwhile, the PM’s message to States to speed up capital
expenditure and infrastructure development is important as pump-priming the economy is not only the
Centre’s task. All the same, asking the States to take the initiative on switching India’s financial year to match
the calendar year is unusual as it requires the Centre to take the lead by making public the report of the
committee that has recommended this. To make cooperative federalism truly effective, the Council, or Team
India as Mr. Modi calls it, must meet more often — a nearly two-year gap in doing so is a recipe for

communication breakdown.
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T FTLT T AT

7@ ST 7 TEATTHA TZ FI7T 7 JCIAIAT] %5 GTH7 77 JIT %5 TI7 B TTH FI7 &
HTEFTT % GTT F3 FTCITTT S Aadl § TRadT #1 ara #1.

TAH T T AT TSATaE AHAT g AT T A SHAEAT AT o [oIT STELT FqTs T2, HAA, Jrgid e TaTeq oY Al
AT & FATT T AT F 6l 91 00, TSEeht gHT T ide ey 9T SAaedT & (o0 @ dgiHad g, Tadd g 4
ATSITAT o 918 AT SF T90F T (AT TT3l 32 A TAT o AT Had q0T 9T T gl 91 g T o AT 1967 §
ACTFTTT HI9G FLATY 3T A18 | ST TiefT o 3T % A1 FHIRUHA (TS F I8 TLATATE 1T A1 I 8% gl AT Jg HF

EIATTh T & =T AT AT T T T AT H o0l TSI | T @I Foeh Tg § (o6 Tgel (ST Taret § ST 42
ETET T80 o ST (a0 TR |19 I8 g o6 g il AT 37T Fx 1 Aqcd il i & T AT il TATHAT (6T SI1 Foh, TR
T, TF A7 AT T Fgd AT 97 AT T T T=T g1 AhA T 5. TATAHAT F 6T a9 FT7 Feley A9-09 F g8 [qqva-
STHEET T AT o qATE T FEA T AT . TZ FUSH T TS TAEAT FT TIART SIS TAEAT % ATET AT HT
AT &,

gTATTh, =09 78 ot FgT o7 ¥T 2 o e it wiercaaroft & e F dqmeme F ardad | gl gRi i sref=raeT
FT ATHAT ATEF TLIF AT ST AT 8. TATHAT 7 e Aq1er T FwrdgroEr £ off arq f. A gar ag g F v ==
TFrerTat & forg aeft Tre A oY TSAtaes Tl % dr= "gAtd aqr & forg ot g T o wer g? i s
TATRT FTSEA 6T TH AT HEd 0 9% § AISITe TIHAAT 6l &l SATET AHE ge. T avTe, (et i Hearerd
HAHAT AT srqaeaT 2.

T TSI STAgigdT T aTdra<ol ST o€ J1@T 21 a9 3+ a8 HTol 9% AT " a9 ITUIr? qHAT (6 T
stagfaar 1 &1 981 ¢, TaTe T8 § 3 gL Tl & 97 A % 994 & forw fraar s fBFFar s gedar g, s 3+ st
et Tre fRmETe 3. UET Arghe aau oA feew i qedt uw 98t AT S g, vt 29 Rar & fF a8 qv ara a9,
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