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Lengthy slogans, lousy research — Of force and farce

Why progressive UGC regulations have rattled nerves at JNU

In another welcome break from strong-arm tactics at Delhi’s Jawaharlal Nehru University, a mainstream
political group has now petitioned the Supreme Court. It has contested, among other things, the constitutional
validity of the implementation of the much-maligned 2016 UGC notification. The decision to move the apex
court comes in the wake of thin response to continued calls for strikes.Last week — Monday and Tuesday —
witnessed yet another strike in JNU. But the call for inactivity by the JNU Students’ Union (JNUSU) was
hardly under observation in libraries and hostels. Reading rooms were full during daytime and so were those
hostel beds whose occupants are wise owls of the night.This writer attended a class at the Centre for Studies in
Law and Governance even on the first day of the strike. Attendance was more than 80%. Later in the day, in a
general body meeting at the Centre for the Study of Social Systems, students with different points of view about
the strike had heated debates. At risk are students of MA final year who fear that serial disruptions will delay
examinations, results, degrees and promising careers.

What must be emphasised is that there are several disagreements with JNUSU within campus. In most cases,
the voices of internal difference are those of many independent students who reject political-party based
campus dialogue. Of the more than 8,500 students in the residential university, only 4,865 students had
stepped out and cast their votes in the last student election. Among them, 1,077 voted NOTA. So JNUSU’s
theatrics is not representative of the contemplative silence of several students.The strike last week was in
continued protest of a “seat cut” in research programmes. Clause 6.5 of the UGC notification puts a
countrywide cap on the number of research candidates per university teacher. A group of students took the
matter to the Delhi high court earlier. The judge dismissed it as he did “not see any merit in the petition” and
termed it “infructuous”.The UGC notification has rattled some nerves on campus for two reasons. First, it will
discourage the possibility of seat distribution on the basis of ideological affiliations of candidates — a practice of
the Left Front which brought Calcutta University to its knees despite three Nobel Laureates among its alumni.
With the upper limit of the number of supervisees now fixed, only the very best from all social sections will gain
admission.

Allegations of social discrimination are illogical since there is no revision of reservation quota at any level.
Second, a reduced supervisor-supervisee ratio will prevent compromise on academic rigour. This is much to
the chagrin of professional activists who “make up” for their puny reading lists with lengthy slogans. But it is
likely to improve the quality of research conducted by both teachers and students.There is an opinion that a
decreased intake will affect the quality of research. A poster on campus reads: “Path breaking researches (sic)
do not happen (sic) in ‘one fit for all’ systems (sic).” But research students in JNU, like in most other
universities in India, cannot credit themselves with “path breaking” research. Rhetorical sloganeering and
pamphlet writing do not comprise good research.The only indication of excellence in research is publication in
peer-reviewed books and journals. Few would disagree that the percentage of published theses to submitted
theses in JNU is abysmally low in both MPhil and PhD. Even a liberal estimate will hesitate to put the number
in double digits.The 2016 UGC Regulation could well be a course correction if it is not browbeaten as “casteist”
or “classist” — the ridiculous refuge of the protest industry. If comrades of yore suggested that Rabindranath
Tagore won the Nobel Prize because he was “bourgeoisie”, the new kids are likely to reduce the pursuit of
excellence to “high” birth. But even globally renowned Indian scholars who lean towards the left, Pranab
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Bardhan for instance, as well as those who are closer to the centre, Sanjay Srivastava for example, blame
excessive intake for the inability of universities in India to make it to the top of world rankings.Just as
progressive schooling must not count kilogrammes, competitive research must not make way for thousands.
Research is a skill in the field of higher education and not part of children’s right to elementary education. It
must be presented to the public not “submitted” to university storage.Interestingly, those who wrongly call
research a right never highlight the lack of investment in school education which is a legal right. After all,
children are stakeholders in education but not voters on campus. Affirmative action and deprivation points
cannot substitute for lack of primary and secondary education in the country.

It is surprising that the issue of quality research is never raised in JNU. It does not have a publication division,
it does not host a journal, the central library is not fully functional as it is under renovation for many months
now and departmental libraries lack space and staff. Yet none of these issues ever provoke a chorus on
campus.Sadly, the measure of an individual on this campus has shifted base. It is no longer founded on
intellectual achievements but on a particular “historical” discrimination. This systematically excludes mental
illness, chronic illness, sexual orientation, gender, race and many other handicaps, including poverty, that also
choke access to equal opportunity.

Date: 08-04-17
Mess gets messier

US strike further complicates Syrian conflict

In a move that further complicates the conflict in Syria, the US has fired dozens of cruise missiles at a Syrian
government-controlled airbase in retaliation for the recent chemical weapons attack that killed at least 86
people, including 27 children, in a rebel-held town in Idlib province. This marks the first direct military action
that the US has taken against the forces of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad during the course of the six-year
conflict. This also comes after Washington recently indicated that it wasn’t focussed on Assad’s ouster any
more. But President Donald Trump indicated a possible American policy U-turn after the chemical attack,
accusing Assad of crossing several red lines.There’s no denying that the images of the Syrian chemical attack
victims were gut wrenching. But unfortunately use of chemical agents in war hasn’t been rare, despite
international conventions banning it such as the 1925 Geneva Protocol. The US itself used the destructive
chemical defoliant Agent Orange during the Vietnam war, the effects of which are still suffered by three
generations of Vietnamese. Seen in this context, chemical weapons comprise a deadly arsenal of war that can
only be prohibited through preventing conflict itself.

But the latest US action in Syria widens the vector of destruction. Washington now finds itself in a position
where it is fighting both the Islamic State terror group and government forces. This makes smoothing out
contradictions in the Syrian puzzle even more difficult. Assad, after all, is supported by Russia with whom the
current US administration wants to strike up a cordial working relationship. Meanwhile, Turkey — a Nato ally —
supports rebel groups against Assad but is allergic towards the Kurds whom the US supports. Against this
backdrop, the latest US military action makes the Syrian mess worse.
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<97 | LT o ATH I ATHT AT F12

AAGT F ITH TZNE § g G il FAT 7 T Ihi 0 fF qeert i orffiafy § =1er faa 81 #a7a o 92 @1+ i< 39
AT TR & T GEETH U o2& F Svg HATT of AT T8 T 37 T AT SHTT TR T TgLre | T, 39 I T-qEhl
T AT FRTAT 3T IAh! (UeTs F FT afl 2 ST3a% (8 ATl IH S (@471 55 TU % T2 @ il Fal 6 0 98 af,
AWM AT | T o AR A AT v THSHL ST HILT AT T I 37 qAME QAT SICHFS 1 FigeAT & (6 T @1 il JoI
THIT AT % F g2 &, AT (HF TLEAD] T Fgdl g 1o Tgef @I I AIq Tg9d % HI0 g=| Tgetl a1q ar g o S
O ST T AT TATT 8, FAT I FAHA TEAT 5 ? ST 0l (9d B TR ST ToT & o 9T sTfearat 7 a3
H FgT g o gAY g9 FTdadT & AR, g0 AT AT AT #7 Trearzd 981 w2 et off g1 S 79-gaam & At 2, 38
AAE-geAT &7 ot FAreft gMT A0 A, o A1E, 79a § 9% F7 F3d 82 Irgid 2a¥ & #1 g f&ar? #7471 39 B3
STEAT A1 IAT Agl AT I3 2o | T A7 g2 52 TS IH 91 21T [ Ivg qae@T | Feel e o (oI of SITAT ST Tl & al I8+
SH T Bl o SR TRt ST AT § 97 A5l @1 F7 (QAT? AT a8 AT TET H7 ALY § AT, IH BT o &1 o7 F47
TAT? AT A T e o6 (10 o STTe ST Tl off T SEERT QLT T S= ATAT 1 4T Teeged qgl galr? T a= a1 i 92 F
s R 21 grd 81 It o 2T Y e a7 [k qaerari £ 82 et £ 71 22 qadht g1 397 % FS Tl F AT F
FA 9T TG 81 gt M atord gl Jiaem § ot TeeAr e T-gae= 92 s 7w w17 g1 e, S Sma ah-aaem
T TATA 3T TET ZIAT & AT AT F AT 3T e st o a7eh 9% 7 < 2

TET % 979 9% BAT FAT a1i & a7 | AT GIS-I20T9 g2 8, ST 9d7 997 ¢ 1o T TAF Aead a1 & ST gl Il
MCEAT T AGAT T LT F47 T 3T 1 T o919 H 72w g=a7 Rure foram 37 2 37 {6 sosde F2d 81 2015 H e 67
e F UH 73 HTHAT 7 (HET€T 93T #¥ 2016 H 85 ATHHAT F| T @19 FT ATHAT T TAT &1 2T| IHH AT F g2l
U T MRAFE 7 G o1 ag ofiw 39 arft S99 & 99-Ae F eTE I 9o @iEwm] o S g o fF agh sadhr
A T Il & S o T SATET T g1 YA & Aeid H Tol 3T Y &l @Ud SATET gIdl gl T2 @1 il TI+T 2L 5
TATHRTIAT TLEART o T T T IS HE Agl 31T (o T T HATT F1 o ST AT Tol 82 F Tg ATHH 9 1g I T 208 Feed
T ST Seeie ST A A g Sy fashr-smror-uer oft 9 39 U g STRaY T weAr @ T o e
TTSTETH o TgY (AaTd AT-FIAT 9T, FA(1h IHh (o7 Foree? FHT THI-T5 &L gaT gl 79 & [ ag fer-uzfie 39+
ITH el AT AT, TH FILT Ivg ATLAT-HTEAT ST FeAT AT FAT JUH I Al 2 TS o I TN FT JASET o T8 T
v oft TRerRl FT FAeT FAT AT? 3T AW T TN THT IO F AT FLAT ATGT AT| T AT ATAT FTH FLAT AT,
gt FIEA T g1 | of foram e #3 Seid g S s g srm am f fE A 781 81 TG el FA g i
GT &l ALHIT gl 3% THcA | LT 0l Tho[dl FaATHT Il gl TSTE T Jvahe 92 ARItedt F e Y2 40 g1 =i
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TISTEATT & [EHAT [ATTHE Hel<AT % I % I [GCH Hl SAAET FT &1 o TATHIAT TEAHT T FIA g1 § qg! AT
AT AT AT, 3T TZEH 9% TET TR T 7 &, [SHH Irgid gl 1o FAT 967 U1 8| FETAT [HAT 8| Ieaie Ta=T
gfere &t ROTE o seme 9% UHT gl g, F1h ToaY & qiord ATerams #g T ¥ o T8 @ ofs & ure i &1
i T2t AT R T T TSI i AT T AR | TEAE il AT €T F AT g1 T UF HATR-A7 gl FAT v gadv
Tl o TTSTEATH HERTE 7 I T 97 o I STILT(AT T Thg oA g i arht 17 &7 ot qshee 7 Fwrforer #2 @ 2l
FAT TAT GEAT AeATH Al T G6G § Tg Tl AFHESAT g o T a3g Fif 7T 997 il AT &l &, 39 qg il gedT
STHI 9% g &f Aail’ S 7 [AuT T51 ¢ & e Ty [{Hg 7 9T6-97% gl g o ToeTT aahe 91 719 6l S
T TET g MY o TETT AT FATIERTT FILATS T | TSTEATT HEhT T 30 T | Ta-1 96 HaTs wedAl A0 o 98
X 397 % T U fETer a7 et & 9T OY 99 T a9t F 4, sAwH o [RET F A qedt i g oAt # daad 3t
ST 3 T STSTIT |ALRTE T aTed 3f¥ T T2 €, FAIh IH TadTT e it AIfrer it ST T2l g1 TLEAT F AT
Frerordef, TrgaTal, REardr s aTeETias aarhe SE HIel q¥RT & 979 9% Hamr 7 @ gl a6 § HgrE d@dqTh
FT AT 3T FHAT | Iforal & THA % IS0 T97 36T ST 7 €1 F 1T A8 5[ 72 ¢ 1o TLTaa=i 7¥g Hidy 7 Fgl o1 & e
T % ATH 92 T @I AT gl T-TISTITS FEhTL 6 STHTT | AT THT FeAT0 gIAT ot 8 oo, STSTaT &l UF qrHar §
e ATEETT aEast gl TEeAT ST AT-FHIgAT FAT H T & (o0 STAdT I STREHAT S oRaar aeA1a gl I8
T ATHAS HT THIT AT g AT, T AT 8 7o TST IR 3T AT Fhaar feaaa@iil, =, aa@sd, 3oy 3
TeEAY-STeY aETE At F e #4972t fREr a2dr?
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ATEaT o ToAT TTET TEIT FE AT 7 9 ST

AT ST % 3=y FXeqi & = drear T4 STef qu=ATd it T = g i 30ie 781 & & S g F s § ag
A ITO| 3T FHATT § OO T SATIT AT BT ATNGT Aer HHAT So(] TTe TS TZAT ¢ 37 g 197 % IAey Ledl
& LU I ool o0 YIOT T ACH Al TS ATl 3| ZTATTR, TEATIST F STTErHTd] 7 IFHIE g 3 ST T=9r 7 AT Strae
F AT TLTAHAT A HIGT SATET TATAATAT gU 8 37T o HIS[ET AT TOTel {@Sit o H1eTH F HAAT il THEATT § HHATST
BTN STOTE STl oI HOqT Z1 6 OF gEAT 7 9gq o7, R9q &, FFih A1 qaT1 Fver qiepias Tar & qae7 gl
THTCT ST HHAT SO T 2T 377 g | 2T o FTL0T A ST Tl g af §A49 g 3 Torer Tqarsti Ivg aTareh
FIACET T ATE &A™ & FIHATE S7 AT ST et FHATT 6 TSI T g1 10| TIHH STl 37T FHAT o fa2rer 1 o
ATARIE T2 | ST AHAT Fgal @ o [6aT & HIH o S el A&l § 0= (¥ FHF T TS 9% TH AT FHH
It T STET € A7 UH g0 § STl 0 TET iaerd 9Tl 8 fGAT ST qehat €, 91 98 91 AdTihd det st SHw
FTASE J-TTSI ITeh EATTAT T @ g0 TRATET T ATAT FAAT T TATHT TGAT 3T AT A AT STHT AAqT Tl THA
FATAT ST T TAATAF ATFITRAT 1 T AT T 0 AT TCF F FT TZT 8, a7 T 0 g€ TSIHT % a1y feodqi v 90
e § IR F3AT R ST § 2018 H 9 FATE 219 8 o THATT & FHAT &l 79 Sfiq= § 7ax oy,
T qIAT 7 Ao Aot ARTSie ofie T f2at i o) o Tor ¥ sawardy Rt i afer aE gEe =R gy,
SHIAT ATSIE GTEAT T A51 Fte TET 8 3T TeaT Hareft auATdl * &1 T FHIAHTAT 37T GAAT 6 S+ TH-oF FaT 3T STt
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qATE % THATT I T Teq@d FHT| T ATASE I [o1T SAZH AT STl GHSATT ST I, AAAIGH [Hg & AT 74g "Il
T T AT T 3o a7 747 & &7 A at1 7 378 AR 247 AT

I I EI E I I Date: 08-04-17

fhaTe 9= F HigdTsl a1 §

G- 3T FT GF (31 g G357 I7 FSGTET & 3T 517 T 7571 81 593 TTAq7 FAATH!
TRT 11 H1 T 17 #1 T T8<d1 77 g1 §1 (a1 & 7141 t5qa7 I8 751 a7 @ & &
G- 1FGTHT #1 TJagTAT T2 AT ST FaLAT FIAT2TaT THT F3 FROT T &1 FF A%,
G157 FT T TT T 51

1] e

THAATE & FTALT AT6T & G@AT-GSd T (O IF gFa0 & AT @rafedi & are Geedt § 7399 2 T 8 arrh Qe
& GFILTAL 00 ST SATATST AT Hebr| SHAHT ITAT & 1o T GIATSAT 39 Fhamai il & Sregiv Fst & g H e T ATHg AT FiT
A AT g 7 At S o 7 U 92 qgty 7 8 6 A8T F AT ArcHg AT FE Aol TRETET 6 QAT R ST 6 TS T AL
Tg g aTrh wieeT § I sraQrt 7 faar a1 -y ggeiaardt et F awda § Jaret 1 srarsar 9% g2 $fi7
TRATT T T2 Tehst & ol HINT SIIT The ol g1 S S19 HaTH gIeahle F arHddTg S3ahTT &l @1 THATEd &l & harl
o ol HT% Y T A9 TRAT| THE AT ¥ SASTAT F ATl AHIAAT ST AT T FgT g o0 o THTAT AGAT Hded & T |

THT T I TQLT ALHIE o o HIAHSA &l TgaAl 55F § o 6 &I HS T ATF Bl T AT AT % T 36,359
FIE U % BHAT ol HTE H Q| ITAL T TLRE o THeh (17 i F HIE il 1€ SI@ F S e Tgd a1 STy
T T FHAT TohAT g TR gAY 15T 3L TGLT FT IETELU ST i T HoTHIHT o [o1T TaTd F 9101 THE ITa9E AT,
USTTE, ITALTEE & FSHTRT T AT 35 @ gl 3T ATl {&AT H T 3T Tsa1 & FSTHTRN il T 35 9 1 S0 Tgl
BT AT FATAFL FTE TSIAAT I HILUI T GL FIA FHT IUTT Al GAT ¥&T & ok Ford Gefi-foramit aagre g1 Tat
THAATS T IITGLOT ATEH gl FTer v FHT, F=1E F TCar a7 g, TA-Fq< A= AT FTERT 747 % Soals
TATHT (FTAT STT) H SE | AT T Gad AT @T TET 8| THAATS o6 FIAL ST FT SATH ATAHSAH o6 ATH & STTAT
T| ST AT 9T o HaH IUSITS; SATHI B 0l ST 8, ST@T ATA H G- FHA AT STTAT Tl g1 FIALT S Al Ia<av a0
STETSIT 28 a7d § STAT ST 9T & 1o @9 A1 98l T SolTeh | STal (ohel o AT THETE daTiesh JHTg gral a7 af anT
AT AT T od I o a8 °% F FT R AR ST 3T TR § R sTeHg et #Y T® 81 AEgA A aEdv
STAT2radT, 1T T4t F I e & idiesh & q1 g1 aret T, Fedr a9 T2 i aedt AR & Fod o e
AT | AIOHA | T FHA T AT 81 TH AT T ITehT AT 3717 9871 2
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STT ZTAT ATHAATE o HTALT ST 0l g dal HAT TL 39 AT BIAT AT Lol gl ST RETT ATcHZATE et i T 3T Fferoft
AT o el Gl qTel TATH a [BHer off ITHT T o T 397 § HerdT ST @1 g1 HiEH it agdT JAfardar, Fadr
ATISTSN § THTHT, TEAT AW TS F FAd Gt AT T FIET TN AT Tot 8| FATaTET FhATA1 T FEIREadT agdt ST Wl 8l
TCET THAT A EI5 6T FTA1E o HATad 397 % A7 FUE FO TRART H F 52 HEg TRART F Feil-fHart & o #s
T 3T 81 8 a¥aTE B9 T¥ Tet &l [ShaTH1 &l ATHFAT & e T TgAT adT 2

T At g TR aeT T T e e # {1 " O F qariasd e <9 A6 S "ohe F = 7@ &1 A g i 11-
TIETS ATETal 37 ATl | T TRl 8 S ATl § FF7 | FF7 Uk HgAT AT 67 FH & AT &1 TaT aTIH=, a5 H7 e,
AT ST Tq% § AR, G@T-ATE il AT H SITHRT AT o FAT TIAT 0l STASHAT & [OTET TATA 2l Tal gl FAL AT
TEETHAT, SEIRIEHTOT o FAd 7 haet AT ! T TEAT ST gl g diod qIAT 1 IGUOT AT TZdT ST 72T gl 2050 TH AT
FT SAETRT 9.7 3 BT SATUIT Foreeh {7 FTaTe ScaTa" § 975 FbE dEia<l Hedl gl T80 T AT TIET ggiaiT
AU, STET ¥ 5.27 T ATl (o7 |7 FIa SATIT @I T&TAT 6l ST&2d gl FTfe< g, T @ Tard 9T & o7 ar
AT ZIRT AT AT F1or 2 o frerasr =arast 3 ¥7 € & uforar # art £ g9eam 3 SAraT g 96 €9 o et g1 G
GT UE FY HITST o HATEF AT AT T2 FIHE o TIAAT | ST A7 ¢ s 912, =04, qrfehedr sroft 81 &
FET aTq A & T =7 390 | 55Tt <rge o o7 Frs FTaaT-F1A Jai gl TgT F0T 2 36 =7 397 § oIt R A1+ ST @1 8
ST a1 o B Jud ggd o7 1 g IEH - 7 Hhe Rt g Tehet AT wStHTRT | g g9 ATeT Al 31 THE
FTAS[E FTATET F ST Tt 1 Ted Ze it 71 agdt 1 w31 81 FFEmt & AT WwWauT 7 q81 <9 ) 3 o -
Tt Y agTelt agdt AT i FawdT iR faraar aud w2 FTO | g1 T AT, Gl =7 T e a9 T F1 g 9%
H gt T IcaTe (SHETY) § i o 7 FREaamy o & a1 39 9¥ A% e it arare off =8, afe aa & a6
3T gl 1950-51 § BT 9% fAH¥ T 6T qTaTE 24 FAE =fF ST o1& A I[AT 98 F 72 FUE 21 T2 2| Tl H10T & FoF @ar
% fAT AR AT SAHEAT gedl ST W@ 8l 5d THATY F GTI-AT FEaT Bl 6 Gy, AEd § JErar, i IqSl b
Ta-faeft Jeatw T T, dadt Favdl AIeTs off ST F THe F 98T W g g T AR UM TEa-0h,
FSTHTERT ST qTehTToTeh SITAT & ST Fat 9% 9T 2

FAT AT TS FT FIET T TS 27 ITAE GIHIT T L FA FT (EhTS, IUTT Y| TIH TAT HTH g ITHT 1 FrHd Tg=a1=
T & (39T T qTEd T F9TTst % =T el TS SATU| THeh STATAT (e[ ol (H=TS ol S Ahel 19 & A AT ST
AT 7 I F SATET TITATe FIE il ST Tehl TAL, 1Y IGTATE & ATA-ATT TRIATHT, TLATAT, ST, HET qTAT ST T
TIITATerT T EmET AT S| =a9 7 &% AT 67 Aedt § ggia<d gl afed [Hel F I 92 3679 91 FF gl s
LT 7 i FHETe-giayT aum F o Team=w=t fH=re TremT 0% $7 € ag! F0 SUSH & dga¥ a9 fFem & forg 3o wiw
FT /=TT AT TS FHT IS (ATH) T STIST ST 72T 5| AT T Hohe H TETT 3 o (70 Te=w= woer S197 0% T T2 21
H FreT AT F STET IATHI T HIATATSTT TT §2 del ALY THET T FTE T F L@l g qTieh (e STeed &
HATIAE & SALH! T TETHTA FHE| 2018 T 29T o THT (AT T (ATt TgaTe & Aq& % arg-ar et 1 fF= e & 390q
ATEAT T STAAV AT ST TZT & A0k SATerh TRTATE SIS %0l ST Heh| ATE T TISIATSAT T HIAT+AAT 31 F oI dT 2022
T TohETeT T SITHEAT AT el T A I HAT GHT gl TohaT|
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R RsIPRY Date: 07-04-17
=T 1 AR T FT FqE

FiveATaer T TUTEAT g AT T qTAT AT ATAT T AT 2900 F Faedd w7 Uk q% {9 i iy 39 F g ¥ wdq
HEA@QU AT ST 72T 8- 7 had JRATeer H, dfed qd § A1 [&eel-arhT & = daei & 9a1ad & o7 94979 o ia®
TEITRIT SAFEATE TZTA 81 IAT <90 F Faaer HOEET F qqcd § Uk 93<h TRrHel AT 1 390 67 AT 7 ¢ it 18 i
TEAT h FIATTAAT FHT AT AT AT FAT 81 T TN F o0 A0 AFe] il AT ff F2aT 81 O geiaT & Jqca o
ATA-TATIYT Haelt H Ieer@e 2 WA g2 g1 AT F & | A1 290 § ST Ii a1 af et g o foger ai= a9t &
ARA-TAATRL TGTef ST # 24.3 FEE FT TSTHT T goll gl TEATEL § AT Haer § A amae gt 21 &l 2l
FIATET T ATLAT 9T T SAHRTUT ol o (7T (AT SATTF & T TATIAT [ g1 AT AHAT T TRATIST T =T il
T FA UF AT SR GOl & 329 & AT TR Rl qg7 AT ATasT A AT st & & Haer i agrar a1
IR AT FIT ITAse F0S 5 R HGEAT § FvATeel &l At e afasHrat @erws e aras+s amamad,
S, ¥, AaeeefiT STaAR, i e, AT 3T §=1 ST, forer, ey iy o= § w1 #9 § ggraar
foenth ora gefer it = 70 F <o Tad 7 oft 9gad g A S9TEET g1 AT JA F & § Il 290 F A
Ftgd gay 81 o0 geheT 7 9 F R T aret wr qwy G 81 S gen Y qeer deamsh F fiw @t w7
HATISA S qTAHA gl AT AT TgT & T3 TIT T80T § ST 9gafd FTaH gl SaTeer ST =9 & 7eT T5d T 9ganT
FTEEHT F1 FIT TAG ATl AT o AT &l AT F7 (@47 g1 Fg araraeft o=t i 7 g & orcfia § =we g
FIATSET o TN o FEASIT AT ol AT &l TAG oA hl ST&vd ofF 3% =7 g & STHT- ST & 1= TaT dael Teaq
HEATYT 8, ATohel T 6 |7 TeAT FHATAT Tl ST FHTOT & Afaearaefier saram 1 ¥l g1 39 qa+ aras(@ {47 ST
2T & T 21 29Tt 3 Termas=it Seft qeeAT Ue T AR K 9ga< a9 & o yihes 2|

AT 9T LT & T8 He SH-dsil § d@d Sahdlg il qHedT T [Haanor, TH a3g 6l el T 3T HAr
ffatert o o s, "R itk g, S i |@rer q9edT F7 Ao, anrtes fEEt & o 6= s gars o
T THE AT GoAT T@AT, ALY, TTET, Aqel 3T ITE % & § GgART, AHAT qgIAdT UF AT Td, TAarg
TR T GERTSAT FEAT, ST FAear v G2iera FeT, grEgrared, Tl TaTat, T8 G948 § Aol Thed 3T THal
qTReATaahT & HeA § GgaRT e @uAl 9% GgaRT &l 7 i ¥ FA7 AEed® gl AT g 6 =9 00 & 9
FIATIET o AT T HALT H AL HLA o6 [oI0 AT A 0l @ISl § AN & (o0 el T=HT it TI0ET 92 qgHraT
FATT| TGS FLHT ZTE-LSAd GgaNT SIE ATz (TRATLT- - AA-497) 37 Svqes (A & aadianl 3
ArtTe AT o forT avTrer it @TET aTer 29T T Tger) o 1AW & |1 bl TS e shl hI1aer Fecy o T2t g1 e
T GETAT & AT 7 T 72 g1 e Fafae@d & areaw F Sz & 3o e &8 § aqrases agamT FT
T2 g1 gt it U R F ST A g aeTeer w BT F qreaw 7 Afafisw 100 #meTe oSt o i vtaesar
STATE TS g1 THF Fao] TEAT AT & AL &7 § TEqHTA o o7 10 STAHT0H Tedde sefae Y&\ H eI g
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AT Tg § &l TEATET T 500 HIATATE TSI T T&TT ¥ TG 8 37T TAT &l SlI¥ FTETe fasiell Y& Hidd 9¢ A= fohar
ST 72T 8| TET qvg T FdY 397 A 3 ¥t T o deadh wf off ©1id w2 § < g1 7% 92 i ¥ 99 6 08" @i
& | FEdl & 7 =7 & o AT &7 T et Arage & & & A47eqs | =9 3900 &0 I9: STE 67 JISET 9% FHH 9
TET gl ARATRT & Ao1gq gl ¥ Fedt FT Farerd Aa & AL &7 Ff Fd daE UF 912 {he a9 gl a1 gl I+
IO o WeT AAY AEpids g6 3 Tgd AT THEATG 2| i Tafafeat § TganT i T6mH G97aT10 8, dfehd 3
TqaF ITAS[E F Hal ¥ ATHTeT 6T FHT G| TArsTae a1 a9nf = Fedt & aa=mar srfa 981 g2 2

ST g AT F A< ATAT SETHT ST TTET hl 9T o (o HgA R |TET STaT 8 3 aqHT JaRT T G 6 Jid LT
AT TgT THRRHT T2T & Ag! R GITIET [STAT o "qcd ATeAT TTel AATSel T qTel T TaTael STHTd-U-ZeATHT et
TSI QTTRT T W 6 I HET @ TE ATAT {1 S1aT gl UH | AT TeTTHAT 1 SEATaT & d1 e T
T T I AT H ARG T o [T agh il T 1T Haadeiierar o1 St eI § T@T1 T Hgeaqul qaAdl ae
faroeft gt & arer oft fomsl o ST AT ST 390 o Hael FT SreeRTiors T TaTe Tl UEY e g o A e
“Tae TE AT AT UL TAA Fd gU TNATI & [0 TIT ATET AT QT HT AT 3907 6 Al | TS ST Tobel Al T AT
T, AR Ivg AUTerd TRAdT AT FHeRft Sta Tf2rT sRTrer i J37dT J¥ahTe qgaeTqor TaaT AT afs FedT 7t steT
F FEATL TT HHAT TLHTT F THRTCHF &G Agl TTATAT 10 TATRLT il ITHTRT T T HEAT HI9HFA gl ThaT g

[ FG%F Ferer ZiAardeT % [ITgT & Sediage s ar3y U7 i 4 Re+ gairave §]

THE HINDU

Friendship is a flowing river

Date: 07-04-17

If our commitments are honest, India and Bangladesh can achieve many
things that are beneficial to our people

Maintenance of good relations with the neighbours; friendship to all, malice to none is the policy I pursue
throughout my life. My only desire in my political thought is to build a society for common people where none
will suffer from the curse of poverty while their basic needs will be met. In other words, they will get the
opportunity to have the right to food, clothing, shelter, medicare, education, improved livelihood and a decent
life.I received the teaching of such sacrifice from my father. My father, Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, did his politics with a motto to change the lot of the people. Wherever there was an
injustice, he would protest it. This was the policy of Bangabandhu and he was always vocal for establishing the
rights of the people. And, for that reason, he had to embrace imprisonment time and again and endure
persecution. But he remained firm on the question of principle. Bangladesh earned its independence under his
leadership.The support and cooperation of neighbouring and friendly countries had accelerated our goal to
earn the independence of Bangladesh. Among those, India played the leading role.
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India’s helping hand

The Pakistani military junta started a genocide launching armed attacks on the innocent Bangalees on March
25, 1971.In the 1970 general elections, people of Bangladesh voted for Bangladesh Awami League and made it
the majority party. This is for the first time that Bangalees had got the mandate to rule Pakistan. Although the
population of East Bengal constituted the majority in Pakistan, the Bangalee nation was subjected to
oppression and subjugation all the time, and deprived of its rights. The nation was about to lose its right to
speak in the mother tongue. It was unthinkable to the military rulers that the Bangalee nation would ascend to
state power and that was why they imposed the uneven war on Bangalees.

With the people’s mandate, the Father of the Nation declared the independence of Bangladesh and directed the
people to carry on the war of liberation. Responding to his call, the people of Bangladesh took arms and the
liberation war began. The Pakistani rulers and their local collaborators engaged in committing genocide, rape,
looting, arson and attacked the innocent people of Bangladesh. The world woke up. People and the
Government of India stood beside the oppressed humanity. They gave food and shelter to nearly 10 million
refugees of Bangladesh. They extended all-out cooperation in our great liberation war and played an important
role in creating global opinion in favour of Bangladesh. This helped us to earn victory and the country was
freed from enemy occupation.We are grateful to the friendly people of India. The Indian government had
played an important role even in getting Bangabandhu released from the Pakistani prison. Shrimati Indira
Gandhi had played the leading role in earning our independence, freedom of Bangabandhu and bringing him
back to his beloved people. We got her government, political parties and above all the people of India beside us
during our hard times.The killers brutally assassinated the Father of the Nation on August 15, 1975. I lost 18 of
my family members, including my mother, three brothers and sister-in-laws. I, along with my younger sister
Rehana, survived as we were abroad. In our bad days, India again stood beside us. I could not come back home
for six long years. The Bangladesh Awami League elected me its president in my absence. I returned home with
the support of the people.

In Bangabandhu’s foosteps

On my return, I started a movement for the restoration of people’s basic rights and democracy. We formed the
government in 1996 after 21 years. I got the opportunity to work for the people. I devoted myself to the task of
welfare of my countrymen not as a ruler but as a servant. My father got the opportunity to build the war-
ravaged country for only three and a half years. And I got the chance to serve the people after 21 years.During
that time, the people of Bangladesh realised that the objective of a government is to accomplish the task of
people’s welfare. We signed the Chittagong Hill Tracts Peace Treaty ending the two-decade-long conflict. We
brought back 62,000 refugees from India and rehabilitated them in the country. We signed the Ganges Water
Sharing Treaty with India. The country’s image brightened in the outside world.

Two steps back

A five-year period is too short for the development of any country. We couldn’t win the election of 2001. The
Bangladesh Nationalist Party-Jamaat-e-Islami assumed state power and destroyed all our achievements.
Again, the country’s progress suffered a setback. Militancy, terrorism, corruption and misrule made people’s
life miserable. The country became champions in the corruption index five times. The minority community
became victims of torture. The country’s socio-economic development had been stalled. The Awami League
leaders and workers became targets of persecution. Bangladesh once again fell under emergency rule. We
demanded restoration of democracy. We faced jail, torture and false cases. But finally, people triumphed.The
national election was held after seven years in 2008. Winning the election, we formed the government. We
started implementation of a Five Year Plan and 10-year-long Poverty Reduction Strategy Plan. We have been
working to turn Bangladesh into a middle-income country by 2021 and a developed one by 2041. The people of
Bangladesh started getting the benefit of it.
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Bangladesh is marching ahead. We earned over 7.1% GDP growth. Inflation is contained within 5.28% and the
poverty rate has been reduced to 22%. At this moment, on many socio-economic indicators, Bangladesh’s
standing is better than many other South Asian nations whereas a few years ago our position was at the
bottom. But we still have a long way to go to ensure prosperity of the people. And we are working towards that
end.My objective is to fulfil the dream of Bangabandhu through building a hunger- and poverty-free Golden
Bangladesh being imbued with the spirit of the War of Liberation.

Regional cooperation the key

I always refer to poverty as the main enemy of this region. A large number of people of Bangladesh and India
suffer from malnutrition. They are deprived of their basic needs. Lack of nutrition is impeding the growth of a
huge number of children. They don’t have proper medicare and schooling. We have to change this scenario. We
have the ability. The only thing we need is to change our mentality. I think eradication of poverty should be the
first and foremost priority of our political leaders. And, in today’s globalised world, it is difficult to do
something in isolation. Rather, collaboration and cooperation can make many things easier. That is why I
always put emphasis on regional cooperation and improved connectivity.

I believe in peace. Only peaceful co-existence can ensure peace. There are some issues between us. But I believe
that any problem can be resolved in a peaceful manner. We have demonstrated our willpower through the
implementation of the Land Boundary Agreement. There are some more issues like sharing of waters of the
common rivers (the Teesta issue is currently under discussion) that need to be resolved. I'm an optimistic
person. I would like to rest my trust on the goodwill of the great people and the leaders of our neighbour. I
know resources are scarce, but we can share those for the benefit of the people of both countries. We share the
same culture and heritage. There are a lot of commonalities (at least with West Bengal). We share our Lalon,
Rabindranath, Kazi Nazrul, Jibanananda; there is similarity in our language, we are nourished by the waters of
the Padma, Brahmaputra, Teesta; and so on. The Sundarbans is our common pride. We don’t have any strife
over it. Then, why should there be any contention over the waters of common rivers?

Our foreign policy’s core dictum is: ‘Friendship to all, malice to none.” The Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, defined the policy. We are also inspired from his words: “The very struggle of
Bangladesh symbolised the universal struggle for peace and justice. It was, therefore, only natural that
Bangladesh, from its very inception, should stand firmly by the side of the oppressed people of the world.” At
international forums, we support all international efforts towards building a just and peaceful world.

In recent years, especially after 2009, when my party assumed office, cooperation between Bangladesh and
India has been bolstered manifold. Rail, road, and waterway connectivity boosted. Trade, commerce and
investment maximised. People-to-people contact also got momentum. Such mutual cooperation is definitely
benefitting our people. Relations, at a personal or national level, largely depend on give-and-take measures.
Mexican Nobel Laureate Octavio said ‘Friendship is a river’. I think that the friendship between Bangladesh
and India is like a flowing river and full with generosity. This is the spirit of the people of the two neighbours. I
think if our commitments are honest, we would be able to achieve many things that are beneficial to our
people. On the eve of my four-day visit to India, I myself, and on behalf of my countrymen, would like to
convey the heartiest greetings to the people of India. I hope that the cooperative relations between Bangladesh
and India would reach a new height through my visit.

(Sheikh Hasina is the Prime Minister of Bangladesh)
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Toh &1 g3 HareT

AITACT ATHAT HT FIIAT IA-9F H SAAFL g AT =9 297 H Fls 7% 919 Aal gl H5 A qT 3a+ MH98e ATd 8 T 372
ToReT SIS @ o STAT ST qATRA Tgl fe@dr, T AT g0 3¢ @iad I1d g1 AT | Jradt giess (30 667 g & a1
AT THH 2 Ulaertee fFare & wreor 5 farereas gr=m oft 27 91dT 8) & €39 7 dohiad 25 97 g4 aTd g, e
IEH [ AT AT TF T2Td § 9 T2 gl TAH UF AHAT 98 8, oaH 49 ARM F Fgars aradt wfesrs [ &7 5w 2,
STarfeh FEET ATAT aradt AiEsra fEreds & o = 0 sraertess w===T #7 g) g /e 5 13 A0 O F| A T g, F
AT ST aTeT e o By afius o a2 9ar 21 921, 39 % 92 9a1 ff €1 T98 ATAeor srearoft, qeat aerge s,
SHT ATLAT, T e S8 919 AT g T AT TIALAT o0l TRTAT | SATGIETE 37 AT 21 gU T T Fle
H 900 T g1 TH A1 AT H 183 TATIRAT | UeT B Feh! | I d18 SATGIETE g ~ATATAT o TL HIHA Tl T 1ahl
AT T2 @IS 2 foaT, 59 a8 § Aedd gwe Sl {aTes o TH Fc § AT afl 5@ UHT &9 7@ g o6 a8 Jrer
TR & 0% 2T ST

T F1E 7 FgT g 1o T8 UF A ATHAT § ST UH HIH Hl {7 T 0T LT 9% @IS qgl (AT ST Fhd Tl ST 8
Tt F1E F7 7g feouoft ardt = gfaard et  0er & 781, afcd A FT SF T FA0 I F I § gl Tg AT a=a g 7g
HTHAT FE T o AT qardl o S oI 1 T JIhl 9T Tg gl TAT FoF T397 TEHh1L TH AT &l 797 Tl g, ql e a9+
Hsh! ¥ T8 fAadd A fF qme oo Re=es a1 78 g & Tftw w9 amaer &7 {6 & =39 £ 919 #5721 oA, 99
SATETT RN A7 3Ff off FF fefters zoe @y w3, At sarea & fdens 7 w27 & a8 v F =0 qama &7
FIEATT FATT ST o TeF | g gTeAith g it T vq% 921 2 T T8 Ar8ar s Ghe g aearr? Sy warfg =t g2t g1 4 2,
FAT F AT G2 IFHIE Tt & 1o SINT T STaTed| i aTal g% qEds, § 9|

THHT FHAT Fd SATUIT, ZH TAT Agl, AT =7 25 AT § TgT T 98 LA g1 TS H U 7% TET AT ST Tohl g 307
S FaTet % AT T8 ATHAT 9 1T 8, SHH ° SATGTAY ATAT AT G ANaH Hed § 989 94 gl Tal a97g g
TaTelt Tt T feer=edT ST =7 AT § @ gf ol gl I (o7 SH HIH HT TS ITdH Haod 9 9gd SATAT Aal gl AT &f
FITLAT FT TH TR H-ITaT Afesra oA o ora 39 SWrg 781 €, ST@f 25 AT Tgal 9Tl AT of T&T ATt =6 a7d &
HATATIHT F2 ¥ 8 T foars 1 it Fre § =ere @A o, =1 =8 sraefy sra=id & gt ¥ wrforer v Sl 1 af 7et
H TLE-a7E T T gl G& 39T o TLTT “ATATLTL Tg TATE & T 8 [ WA Tl ATqA 1T & AT o dga¥ TedT gl Svaie ar
T AT T HEAEATT T o1 A1 64T g1 AT T2 T2l gl ST FahdT o ST STATEAT [FaTE AT a7 39 92 Fls Aaq
AT 3T AT, T St AT arady Predd F W=+ T GTHAT FAAT TAT?
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AT ® Tarafaes guet o1 s i

TFETR HIAT % Taord Iid | @19 g I8Y A7 397 (& gt a1 91| A1 °1g & Jd S[SaT ag1 Hl dI= & ¥ foar
& ey Tt 7 of T s 7 7 3T §)1 59 72 ¥ Feuwr &t i S wewdt & B AT F e 9w uger 5 agi # e § o
TR AT, T 3T B A0 9 e F IHT M § 97 qIE T A| TH TRATE F 22 €T HAT T F g0l § q1 70| I
HTT T FHoqdT &f T 7 T 8, ST v g1 U8 IREN $@ 99 979 & Ugd J919% GcH 2l TU| TH g0l § F:0d 100
T /T 0, S8 30 | SATET 9 377 20 F SATT AfZATU off | 7g T SATaT AT 21 et T g, F11h L1 e o7efy 987 are
T I 9 F T9TT T 400 T SATET AW AT 1208 200 T2t 06 T /it e §9 T & g2 81 i sitssaedt wix
TA T2, IHAT HISHd 2, Taford | AT Ugeid afaq & qraaT GgrHe G oS 7 SO=1-3794 T o TaE=h
el Y 21 qfe it &1 Fifar & Rttt i sgead amar afafa 7 f Reex o qmar G & aamafas gaer gar 21 o9
g AT AT T Uk BeTeeh e H FANN A qTel AT TS a7 [ 67 a7 Fat 1e o071Rae aumw g, sl oy
Tg FgeT HISA g o THTAAE THAT g IT HT 3T FILUT g IT ZHAT FLA ATAT FIF 8?2 FAHTRT, THe 3w i 7 zah
foro #ifRaT  Trgafa 9 srer-3re it e ST 21 I o Ughid et seis F Fel g o {iaT uw aw e
TR #it e o7 "9at & A wam e B @5 e Stve 7 #g1 8 & gue F g 997 ae-39s
TALFHTT HT g1 AT g, AT ag T AT F GTUT 1| TATSE ZTSH o TaAhT HIF TATSHL F FAA Al HaT Fd gu 3T =l
FEATS TX Fgl 1o TEaT § T =6 997 | T F@H 6 91 | a7 H & (70 qI Tol g, T 27 STog gl UAT H0| I
TAAT AT |1 ¥ gf (2T (o TH FeAT % a78 TAT T oAhT STHFT & &G § qToaiel AU

= AT § SR AT 7 Sarar aged € S agt & i & agema F d9a 0w @ 81 agafa Seree 30 9 29 e
TETTHA 1 AT Y BAFATEE FT TROMH Faran| e T | FgT % 0 A 6 a8 T9T AA-TEG 0l TT o6 T1d STl
TAAT T& TAT 1T qaATA g Toh ST FAT FRIT? FAT AHTLHT T TG Al AT FA 6 (70 gHAT FHT? THH IAH
ATAY Z9T I ZRI? T ag UHT FLAT &, AT AT o 37T <901 T TTATHAT AT ZRIT, WTHEHT TG AT, ST AT 6 6 G127
TET &? greAith i e forea i T wiathaett & et & & T srifien & = 8 39 it & a9 F aamafaes gae
H AT TAHIT FLd gU o ARG AT T F1H FaqT4T 2

ol B8 AT & g 5 H Tgol |1 3198 I 9¥ T T g0l & AT oF 8, St 9w 7 @+ o 39 a9 «fF
Tt gl AT T EErer e guer Fd avR A a4 #7788l 39 a7 o Tt 7 47 FT Tgr 94149 ¢, av
AT | 7T BT THAT 2 TF o LT GATAT % AT, TIATEIH el STeT HAT F AT % G 0ga #/ srawartaal &
T a3 AATZISH T ZHA 0l a1 T 12T | IHb ATHIL THH TH FATH AT T STgL el = 1ot L@t 7% off | IFe1 19 2 o gaer
& LU =9 AT H sATEE gall 3T T8 SO gU (VAT F7 6 | €94 g o TJgt 9= grl v ot g1, 936 g LT Tug &l
AT ST FLAT AR AT SFHOHT A2 3900 F7 JT2 FATE FAT 2, T IH TS F A& 9 21 FLAT AU TLAT AT
5 3T T F U 70 1 H B ThcT | F T T AA-39E % T1 g1 F=T T2
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I FARAT & safoe wid § @9 9@l § 979 A H ag9d AHET S AR A T@ahT
T AT & A7 92 A 37 ST A1 R .

T AT H ST T ST A GH /0 S AT FHITAA L TH I AT g6 AT ALY, AT SHh FALATER qd ST AT M
THTTET T i, Had a7 §e g ¢ 3 oW arehs g T =E AT 8 37T Gt A7 JTRE) 6 a9 F Teawre foham
AT AT A AT 92 | qaTel il 72 [HETT T IWA.

FoTg T8 T =g e e & TS g & SEAHTA 6f (= a2l ql 3o AT Zhed & (o GadTs a § TJ97
FC TN B, IHH HAH TATT T@AT G9F A1 g1 ITUIATAHA H STRIAT AT THL AN, TST Tk (o6 STHTHT FT7 oY 76 & 76 72
AT TTT i 316 FERTe 7 ATt F AL AT F qR FO ok o Gt & e gt dr ysaer g A
T AL TR T T TF TP SHETHT ¥ Ereft T T ST AATSAT T 8. 21T, Tt 29 & o Hael Tgd¥ Fed o o7y
R TLATE T T AT T Tohdl & Goh o, H5 AALET TS o6 ST T AT & T 376G o 27 S T T TS
A o 1= " St Fodql Al TG T8 STEH AT FEH ISTAT 21 Thd T &, AT TF AT AL § SATATAAT3N & STHE I o
3 AT U2 Ohd 2. 8T, AT 7 QLS @ (AT g T =8 Fars § SaET Tgl a1l &7 219 2. T o &gl g o a7ae
AL [AHTT o e o2 ari 6t a0 Hs AT STAAT 0l el o T, SHH (Aehie g il asig § SgLral
e g . S o1 21 9% agE gaeT 2.

AT AL T Hag SHICT AT & 1% BT of H @1 rEl & Feg, HIA 52 AT gL ATRMAT & T (o T AT, THIT g
YT TIST o AN F@ 3T ATRMAT & SATRT @Il HA 6l A % dgd qg Hars ol al. S AT g, THT S ¥ q=eq &
AETE &1 Tl THTLTT Tl qATT 74T AT giAT fRAi-fam svrat gt srosft, wgrertrat & oft g & 781 g & fiftar +
orifar 2T, qTfeh AT 9 | 3 st ora 7 faed




