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Date: 07-04-17
Dalai Lama in Arunachal

China piles diplomatic pressure, but relations can’t be a one-way street

Beijing has kicked up a furious diplomatic row over the Dalai
Lama’s ongoing visit to the northeast — including Tawang in
Arunachal Pradesh — claiming that the Tibetan spiritual leader’s
tour will seriously damage its ties with “obstinate” New Delhi.
Such strident pronouncements, bordering on threats, are
unbecoming of Beijing. If the latter sincerely believes in cordial
India-China relations it would do well to be more diplomatic in
its responses. New Delhi, meanwhile, has been absolutely right in
stating that the Dalai Lama is free to visit any part of India and
Arunachal Pradesh certainly fits this description.

Besides, this isn’t the first time the Dalai Lama is visiting the
Tawang monastery in Arunachal. Why Beijing should mount such a fusillade of protests now is
incomprehensible. By those standards, India ought to be breathing fire and brimstone over construction of the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor through PoK that is claimed by India. Moreover, Beijing is used to riding
roughshod over Indian concerns. For example, it blocks New Delhi’s entry to the Nuclear Suppliers Group and
permanent membership of the UN Security Council, even as it coddles Pakistani terrorists such as Masood
Azhar and tilts towards Pakistan as the latter mounts a proxy war against India.

The truth is China’s strategy is based upon India’s desire to avoid unpleasantness. But if India doesn’t stand
firm and yields to Chinese pressure, Beijing will push New Delhi around and deprive it of any bargaining power
with respect to China. Beijing must know that diplomatic ties can’t be a one-way street. If China starts a trade
war with India, it will damage Chinese interests more given the massive trade surplus Beijing enjoys vis-a-vis
New Delhi. With the Chinese economy already slowing down, that shouldn’t be an appealing prospect for
Beijing.

China’s state-controlled media is not shy of pointing out that its military and economic power is vastly superior
to India’s. But if China is such a great power, it needs to ask itself why it feels so threatened by an 81-year-old
man who is considered an icon of non-violence and spirituality across the world, and who does not challenge
China’s suzerainty over Tibet. Just as New Delhi sticks to a ‘One China’ policy, Beijing too must adhere to a
‘One India’ policy. For the India-China relationship to progress smoothly, Beijing can’t expect to have its cake
and eat it too.
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The Economic 'TIMEs Date: 07-04-17

Tone the rhetoric down on Arunachal

India has nothing to gain by entering into a war of words with Beijing on Arunachal Pradesh. Action speaks
louder than words. India considers Arunachal Pradesh to be an integral part of the country and allowed
spiritual leader of Tibetan Buddhists, the Dalai Lama, to visit that state. If Beijing wants to take offence, it has
the freedom to, but no offence is meant. Beijing, on the other hand, is building a so-called corridor of peace
with Pakistan over territory that is part of the Jammu and Kashmir occupied by Pakistan.Its pro-Islamabad
policies include refusing to identify Pakistan-based terrorists as terrorists and trying to keep India out of the
Nuclear Suppliers Group. Beijing is also trying to worm its way into the rift it imagines has been created in New
Delhi’s relationship with Kathmandu. India and China are both members of the Brics grouping of large
emerging economies and bear the responsibility of serving as the locomotives of world growth, by continuing to
grow fast, even as the rest of the world falters.Further, both have taken on huge commitments to make their
growth green, fighting climate change not only for the sake of the world but for protecting their own huge
domestic populations from the murderous effects of air and water pollution. In their long history of
civilisational coexistence and give-andtake, there have been active hostilities only over a short period, post-
Independence.Sensibly, both countries have decided to settle their differences over where precisely their
borders are through negotiations rather than through the use of force. Neither can hope to coerce the other into
seeing one-sided sense. Chinese media have dangled the bait of a heated verbal exchange. Refusing to bite
would be the right response for New Delhi and the Indian media.
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) JOURNALISM OF COURAGE
Syria’s real red lines

Date: 06-04-17

The attack on Khan Shetkhoun must draw the world’s attention to a crisis
apparently without end

The attack on Khan Sheikhoun, the third since Syria used chemical agents at Ghouta in 2013 and east Hama

last December, has led to calls for an international investigation. For its part, Russia and Syria deny
responsibility, claiming that jets hit a jihadist stockpile. The images of the 70 killed at Khan Sheikhoun, though,
should not blind us to the larger horror underway. Few weeks pass in Syria without far larger numbers of
civilians losing their lives and limbs to conventional weapons. Yet, Khan Sheikhoun is being spoken of as “red
line” crossed — as if an estimated 5,00,000 dead and almost 11.5 million displaced were not “red line”
enough.This “red line” is cant. Ever since the Geneva Protocols signed by 16 nations on June 17, 1925 first
declared that chemical and biological weapons are “justly condemned by the general opinion of the civilised
world”, there has been no shortage of nation-states willing to use them. Nazi Germany, we know, desisted from
using the nerve agents Tabun and Sarin only because it wrongly believed its adversaries had similar assets;
where it was sure of acting with impunity, such as at the battle of Kerch in 1942, it showed no such restraint.
Imperial Japan liberally used chemical agents against Chinese Kuomintang and Communists. Biological and
chemical agents were used after the Second World War in Angola, North Yemen, Rhodesia, Iran and Iraq.

Let it be said, discomfiting as it might be to a global élite too easily seduced by the notion that the fictions
authored by lawyers have somehow civilised war: As long as there are entities with the industrial capacities
needed to produce and disperse chemical and biological agents, these will be used. Syria demonstrates
precisely what happens when war is opportunistically pursued, in this case by a toxic mix of great-powers, local
tyrannies, and religious fundamentalists, for all of whom defeat is inconceivable. There appears to be now no
reasonable, middle-ground way out of this morass; there has not been one visible for years now. Progress, it
might even seem, will become possible only after one side is able to secure victory. Delaying that outcome, as
too many in the West seem willing to do, may bring greater suffering.
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THE HINDU

Never-ending tragedy

Date: 06-04-17

The chemical attack in Syria must compel the global community to bring
the war to an end

The barbarism of Syria’s civil war was on display once again when at least 72 people were killed in a chemical
attack in Idlib province. The heartbreaking images of dead and injured children and desperate parents from
Idlib’s Khan Sheikhoun have understandably triggered global outrage and calls for international action. Syrians
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have suffered a lot over the past six years. There have been multiple chemical attacks for which both the regime
of Bashar al-Assad and the jihadists were held to blame. More than 400,000 people are believed to have been
killed and millions displaced since the crisis broke out. With violence continuing unabated and the Assad
regime not showing any real interest in settling the crisis, even hopes for peace and normal life look surreal.
The needle of suspicion for the Idlib attack points towards the regime whose murderous nature has been
exposed several times in the past six years. Idlib is a rebel-held province where the regime is currently carrying
out air strikes. Activists in the province and Western governments have claimed the regime used chemical
agents in Khan Sheikhoun.

If they are right, Damascus has not only committed a war crime but also violated a major international
agreement. After the 2013 sarin attack in Ghouta in a Damascus suburb that killed hundreds — which was also
blamed on the regime — the U.S. and Russia had agreed to remove Syria’s chemical weapons stockpiles. As part
of the deal, 1,300 tonnes of chemical agents were shipped out of Syria and destroyed. The question is, where
did the latest chemical weapons come from? Syria had either hidden some of the stockpiles or clandestinely
developed such weapons after the deal was reached — both serious violations. This is a regime that neither
respects the fundamental human rights of its people nor cares about the international agreements it has
entered into. Irrespective of its role in Tuesday’s attack, the Syrian regime is primarily responsible for the
country’s humanitarian catastrophe. For years, it justified whatever it did in the war saying it was fighting
terrorism. But how long can Mr. Assad sustain this argument, leaving millions of people vulnerable to
bombers, snipers, chemical agents and tanks? The real crisis of Syria is that its regime is acting with a sense of
impunity, thanks to the blank security cheque the Russians have issued to Mr. Assad. The international
community could not hold Mr. Assad to account for his actions at any point of the Syrian war, which worsened
with the involvement of other regional powers. The latest attack should be a wake-up call for all these
countries. Syria has to be treated as an immediate priority, and in a way that transcends the narrow geopolitical
interests of regional and global powers. There must be a coordinated effort to bring the war to an end, and to
hold the perpetrators of war crimes accountable for their barbarism. Only then can Syria be rebuilt.
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