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Applying band aid

Farm loan waivers treat a mere symptom of agrarian distress and create
other complications

What solution do Indian politicians reach for whenever they have a
social or economic problem on hand? If it’s not reservations, then it’s
a farm loan waiver. Nine years after UPA-1 initiated a nationwide
waiver of farm loans to mitigate agrarian distress, they have been
resurrected again as a silver bullet to combat stress among farmers —
Uttar Pradesh government yesterday announced a Rs 36,359 crore
farm loan waiver. At a superficial level, this may seem the best short-
| term solution in the way reservations are for joblessness. But given the
" long and futile experience India has had with loan waivers, it is
important to be mindful of the collateral damage to banks. Weakening
the banking system will in the end hurt farmers too.

The big picture in agriculture is distressing. A sector accounting for just about 14% of GDP supports close to
half of India’s workforce. It is not that governments have been unmindful of the challenges. India has a
complex system of government support programmes and a directed credit policy for banks to help farmers. But
it hasn’t worked well.

As bankers have pointed out, it undermines the credit culture as it sets a precedent. As elections are a regular
feature, it creates an environment where farmers anticipate a loan waiver and have little incentive to repay
loans. It is also unfair to sincere borrowers. Instead of a loan waiver, state governments should use the existing
Direct Benefits Transfer (DBT) infrastructure to transfer cash to farmers. If 90 schemes of central government
are already on a DBT platform, it should not be infeasible for state governments to use the same route.Public
sector banks as a group are in a fragile state, recording a net loss of Rs 17,993 crore in 2015-16. The weight of
bad loans on their books has acted as a drag on the entire economy. At this juncture states should not add to
their burden with loan waivers. If governments really want to help agrarian sector, they should create
conditions that allow people there to find jobs in manufacturing and services. That will be far more effective
than merely treating a symptom.
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RTI debate: Don’t scare citizens

A controversy over the government’s proposed rules and procedures for the Right to Information (RTI) Act
overlooks the simple point that the goal right now should be to move on to a Duty to Publish rather than clean
up the working of the RTI Act. The government says that the changes it has proposed were formulated by the
previous UPA government and that it is merely taking forward the process started by its predecessor.
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Certain of the proposed changes have caused alarm among RTI
activists. The provision that an RTI query would lapse if the
questioner passes away while the query is being processed
certainly could have ominous implications.The surest way to
prevent uncomfortable information surfacing on account of an
RTI query from a pesky interlocutor would, indeed, be to bump
him off. While this certainly could not have been the intent of
either this or the previous government, the possibility cannot be
dismissed out of hand, given the reality of repeated attacks and
killings of RTT activists in different parts of the country.

At the same time, the proposal to limit the size of the question
and to raise the RTT fee to Rs50 do make sense, to make the process more efficacious and not a burden on the
exchequer. But the real reform called for in relation to the citizens’ right to know is to move forward on a
conceptual rather than merely procedural plane. Once a government decision is taken, there is no reason why
every file noting relating to it should not be placed in the public domain. Of course, information that might
compromise national security and is thus outside the purview of RTI even now can continue to be kept
confidential.But there is no reason why the government should sit on the details of public decision-making till
someone puts in a query. It should proactively publish on its website all its paperwork on the matter in a way
that is easily accessible. Information on the working of the government is a powerful source of citizen
empowerment. As India’s democracy matures, citizens ought to have greater and easier access to that
information.

TEAT T HS(t qaTierh ool fAerer 1

FAIA H T T TF T&Id F STTET Hged 7T TAT =1 AT 07 3714t 9m) 3 o7 3977 € & oo =8 fa=m wrea € = o
Y ATaT-ToaT ST g Tt T o #iT T 9 qoai HF agd T9dr F A 1 F IHF g FT FEA AT AT (T8 THATT
SHIRTE ORI A7) AThA, & o7 S gadt vl 7Y fe0m T § 99 37 weawrefierar & = @=1E Fadt gt of § Srear
o7 T & e S YAt Frear Al AL waaret it ugelt fhate a9 oS ST H 16 AT FT AT T STEIRI TATE AT AT THH
T g e =TT 747 37 Feuarefierar T 7% Sfaw a7 Fsa1 F7 orEm v goe 0 f Frare e F o § e s
T 9wl AT E AT, TH I H AL qOF gl THLSHT 6 qUT F WY FUT T 9 STAT ¢ 3 q3 AT gall o
T AT FIAT % S AT gHAT ATET Al graTl T B TRTRAT F o7 wHiaar i &1 §9 9T 3@1 369+ qaras
HY AT Tel UHHATT Tashed 97| 9 |47 30 99 a7 9g g [ 77 A0ET 97 3 7Y 9768 WY ATE9TH 61 §a7 96 99hd &
(STe=T Tieft F 2 AR 7T o7 o6 3T STTohe 9= 5] G0 1 e Hadh [HT) |TaTdl agd Fel aT6h AT gdl &l
H Fgd FE! HgAd FdT.. dgd-agd TATH FLAT AT & o1 STquersy T saeges fAfell A AT * e T FHl FdqT04,
7% T I ATHT T S| AHTE-37-FATE gH Tgd o UHT=H +gof T2LT FTd, UHT ST IS qwT TR T8 T Irdi| T8
qeT Bt T it wasRTiar o) w-eft g7 I 2I) UF st T AT a9 92T AT e 99T T AT A fH,
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SATETAY ZH ATHRIT &l Tgd| TATH & T97d | Agl aiodh AU [ 39 ST § HAGeT F HHREAT FIAT STET Tl AT T
AN A=l g TH §5 AISATHA, T Tgd o AIZEHT ATAT TET| UF 9F AT T A TUIHT TR TARTAT IS FT FEaAT F:i7
TTSH AT ST H H9TE &1 9% BIE [T, a7 7Y 919+ {5 agt g off| #47 921 99 &7 @IS Farad % H1H 9 < AT
AR, ST G 9% AWt 79 & Aawerar o i & =& @i off oar a1 7g 731 79 it gHeae orifa 7t <ar om a7 &
FoUAT T AT H aga RRafa # o, gt I+ 9158 & ST TEAHT FLdT AT, AT o | # ST foa Afea wwar o, s oft
TOAT H I@AT AT 9g SA1Gs AL H, ATEISTTH ©F F HIT f grar 2AT|

A ST FqAT & S FoY ST TgT| oA Tohe, 3T § G AT T 7 U Tl TTS(1E S THL AT qATd I ol ST&2d Aal ol
H SO Few foradr w@n § §9a § 9847 3T T2 T stgam gl T =7aredr 39 g &t HI1eT FIA aredl f gt d
Tgd TS 3T Tgd SATaT orferermelt 81 gf, §9 frare forelt, T fhed 97, 30-3¢ 9% 78 @ & fow amm i & ag
ZiAaT, o § T o<k SaaT JTgar AT, F9T q g Tehdl gl T UHT ATIwaT § TR §, ST 7 ZHEAT &1 FFAT &l
e Tt 8129 S Feasw 7 90+ ZIa7 od g1 TAT| 397 F Zad TRl il TS § FHHT THTa9medt g aarsans it |ff
THE Ze Lot oAt ATNHTT T aEied F ATgT TERRT FUH F a6 G F g §9% GAH gI T 1 Tg 98 TTeT Aot T, S
T9T T AT TG FHAT Bl ATAT L AT & A1 T FHASL Al T 3 ATy Tl TdqT3Al § AT AT & M@ Ha& @l o,
HAGTATAL = STIAT HA AT {07 971 F A1 H99 3T ATAGIH [Ashed| Fl aaTer ¥g T Seai+ drdt g oY F59m@s o9
TATAT % AT AN 70, TEAT Ied@ 17 Ahed o 9T TANT F AT A 90T TITHAT Aal gl [T FAIET 3T T3gd
ST T, S aaT 78t o7 36 o 7 T U 9 FH FT L B

=0 A9 FHE T AT A T2R8E T & F 4T O G w1 AT F 907, STSTH T E A2 T a7 3q4T &7 S o
FH FH T FHH FAT ATT| SIAWT H ITHRT T [T Irg 3% h A< | & HaHrer of T2 arsroeft = 9ot § § §69g § o7 i 921
TTY 2T 7 T3 AT A Rl deil F TG T 2, aqT T g0 g 81 AAHgT % ¥ AR, TgAT a8 o gl
FATHT ATLT I TEAT UTeh o <97 | AT (3T 3T THL F 99 Fg 7€ HT (@377 STHAT (ST T 7@ qTAT § ITehT TLRI I Fool|
T o1 3T o ST e 2@ d Y| Tg U & od il Lard =TI TN ARG T AT S Tgell a1 FTT0rdey &l
AT TSI | THIAT & 9T STHTT T FRT (5AT| ATSTIAT T TZ= ol [T TFIT AT ST 6AT| JIET F T 0T
foram 3 21T 3 o sifrer § %7€ e AR 81 o TSI S AE AT Y SR B, U AE oA ueas i avg wer av
TET T ol THILT BIESHT FAT TAT AT| ATEATaFwar ar 7g o T o a7 37 Fodadr & &= Ford T8 29T 9 F UF of 6
F T TE | AT SET ATl 9T IAST-TAT|3H o1 | AL Rt 7 ot oot Q@7 2 foram| s+t a7 721 78 SIgdTe g1 1r
o7 7o & T FoudT aread § FHT S99 # I g 921 AF 9 AW F o«man o8 o7 9ee g qifiiead 7 407 Fed o,
S| T a7 & TS qaTe® 99 GFd g o e I ohd 9% 99T AR, TgT qhd gl AT FHedarsi wf
TRt Tt 1 e § i sroeht et F G qHad g d@T| wiEadar F TS U 9T S T |, BTt 9
Freatasar e w® €, sfaem 7 o, awea 7 swfie, wy i qere-awTs, "rere M ar 7 artefhtome eforete a9
SIY HTE 21 72 &1 39 AT # 9% 3T T Y a1, el T W 99 el o) T SATET & SATET ST 99 TH7| TH -
TFAT O FLF| SHae UET af g1 UHT g1 fHeravsti  9rer gae Sty #iam 2

Sidier 74, TR 7AFR 0T o7 [Faiar (7 a@% & 597 @91 1)
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37 T o TR & ST ST TH i <AT g

5 ACHRTY GIT Ao 3g foreqor geqret i Tt 7 3o § 37 forer v
Rt 7% ue a1 T % e &7 sraee e g1 Erafemnet i sewie
IET § AT BEe @ S (TSR uEEl) T Igdr e
TATATTN | AEATSUEHT 7 ol q0g F = 3T gAvor = o | ooy
TAT F9TT T 21 2015 § S Tgett are oo TR & wrea o <1 foreqor
eI 7 Tgt 200 Fafaeme= § svg et of qa ardsmsuast &
FAT 147 T AT| AT fooeft =60 g1 § 179 F 7 92 of)

YT ol A@A T § TATGLATT Ags Al % Zd F el =AvT § gaL T 9T A F 39 AN I =797
RO ST 28 Sgeae iy erafaames i1 I9ETRAT T TSST Fad Tai TFd ol THY (2T, Fife fBmel, gorm ¢ Re= %
oI fereaTa =/ 9819 & TeATIR, BTAT T A ATeF dgd? HIH HLA #hl IO (e TR 7 3 Foreqor seqrait i
T T e Y g e a7 i {1 g, w2 e a8, 6 v g i awr wire s dw-
LR TEAT Y AT SATT A=T gMT| 2rd F s q91 H =9 qvg i T Ae-aeardy 6eqmo ot 81 6 o, 36T v v
AFHTITHSE A & 3GT AT Tl g

o gt foreror weaTet i agaw aforme I Y o ferft avTe A IERT F SR ST FEH ST AR AT, el
LT IAT SFHTG Al ST g1 2017-18 F Fote # 37 forear & o1 shaer 26,038 FIE AT &1 TG 63T 147 g1 TE
fOge av % 26,855 FUE T H FH gl UG a5l § 10 ALHRET 3T 10 A IFEALNT TEAT3A hl TITIAT FT TIaT
STATAT AT | 39 Q9T § o7F T IS S16F FIH qg! gl gl Fd (o T Jo(l § TRt ATHAEAT | TR Tl IHT ATAT
STEYAT AT AT H T FH § FHF &7 T ST F Iusel FIAT AT0| T FreAT 3 Fq § T Tl gl ar T 397 T
AT FAshTe 58 ¢ STURTT, i eh HATaTe § srefeaaeqTu Seae siT9 Ad1d g7 W&l gl

i §| E‘ | I El égé Date: 05-04-17

[ERRECRERHNIECICAEEEIRICIE ELEIN]

FT 2017-18 FT FxT a9 ITIRA Fd THT ST HeMerd FohU 77, 37 9% 9897 i 91T UL 39 979 UL hiad Lol (o il TEhTT
T T AT FAAL § qIATd A A FGTw F Ay SEwe i w2 f g AN JIRT = ard g F A ww F fiy
TR arotg forearaTe off| UaT zafery G sra i S Semret &1 3 @ees, S ge awe @ o+ fB3dwe 8, F ar
SIS &l 3vg I a9 % Tgef 11T TAT il WX %l SAFeTHhal Agl 18 Tel




&

ME ) www.dfeias.com | 5
IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (05-Apr-17)

UHT FIAT 2¥ 12 | SATIRISIAE AT| FLE 10 UH TAT-TAT HTAL 1 T e H A7He 6T 37 Soreg, s et ot
g O farer e 7 [REAT T51 T71 ST Fha T AT| LR AT TS FIH 397 o6 3g & ol Gorolrd (a1 &) VAT FA 7 o1 Tl
A7 foF TR T A9 § 7 T TGATA1 % 2149 37 Ta ATHT T T9T T T T IS Ag 0 g7 7gi o7 g 7 var
T T Fife 5T 9T § SHET agHd Tol § AT a8 qgi LTl &l AHT & I dgi FT T 1| Tgerd, o0
FaH o e o TSI it &7 et T 9vg |2 981 ST ST G| 9ChTT A9 Te7 § TgT It < et g o =7
TEATAT aaATdl § & TS (A /[ 6 ds(e AU T {ZE0T o 38tery 391 o [@aas § orfie 31 T9q Tal gl At a8
TATT FAST g AT TOH T 910 A Al 2l ATATTELETA THT A1 a7 Thad T2 grohe SWLAT 2| TgeT, T Iar
AT ¢ T TAeT Trsreifae =l r T Frael FHSIT 1 O, THE <97 & (HATH T SEATHT o0l HHSILT arad gl §
T AT, THE AYRTE T UF AT GF Tl oA Tohel STIAT STHTT T HT shl FITALT AT AT g1 GTATR AR T el
#T 7g FATIE AT AT & TR0 g1 A0 29 AT T&gel 9% w7 32 27el| =v0 aamw G o et § agoma 9 &1
TTET AT AT F AT § 99 2017-18 T F9TE J9T FId THT ET T FL QAT AT T T8 33T & oF T & AT 31 T
reft Tror i faes o o7 2 T O TafE T8 S 9w w1 T A T W@ AT? ST Grarefy F TR A g9 o o d % 97
T 3T HLATER AT FLed FT AAEL (SAT| S FA0eq qaeh grav oY HAT 0T AR THIST F A H=19 (@raT grav
T ATSra 1% U< U9 Tord FAT9 7 T § T&<0 7eg (0o Jahdt o)

g T T 7@ ATl 919 g T s gt aaara S o foreTe & 97a 21 & 918 o0 § S0 396! aardad &7 F &7
TS AAM- TATE] T RISET 6 AT [T &1 STTOAT| TAH F T4 q=re et 7 Rt e it M sxaem #7 Ber
2 UH ¥ 75 [oTHEl 7 FTH 79 I GG T GATE I G19 [@AqT SATUIAT| THH Fieg TATE] I TqTAI 6T €9 F FHH
T FTH T TTUIT| T2T U AT 37 T FLA AT g| HATHFRT T Uk q=1e F°7 g9 H Fery oo e 3 a0 # v orsx ot
Tel FgT gl ST A F Fire Ay 981 30T 2 g9 40 a1 78 € & 39 Mt i e a1 of & @t @ &1 oo
T2l ¢ TSIk 99Te 9% o1a I 73 GATEl T AT T<<h H1H & a3 A1 F7 TAT g1 FF F FF Tg qaT a1 34T af AT g0 o7
3 T =9 yeaTiad faer s &7 3197 39% FH 9¥ T8 T=RUE AT arhaa7 o gt e a6 w5 gwdr § 28w
STRTSIT g, A Tgel AT AT | AT ST HhaT gl 39 a<h T2t (o e i 7ag ¥ seetens stfafaea & geired we
T drey ge T ot Fith ot d% 7 2ot Ay el 7 3T om a8 st uE awre sie wasie RemaeE o i T oaw
auE % forg 1T g1 U ST a7, oS YHATEr 1 His@r 9=Te # faeg fGEmar g & 9w ST 9 T # @l gl
aeeRTe AT a1 9% 29 99Tt o FHATRAT T8 SO THTH AT 7 F¥ Tal g1 AR I i a1t 919 98 8 & =
FEdT T TET THT ATAITITRT T G g1 ST T gl UAT THTU i TTawier d=ret Sl sreqeqdr qartaea =araefter &
T &1 & MY 3T 315 GATEl & HIS[al 9eATHI § AT & a18 =9 Nrdl § i< srfers FHuT Srusir| {3 JalT S7&07 Sieeft F &gl
g T =71 AT RgRAAT & JTHer § ~AraaTiersT § TerfaT BT SIS Afeh T8 AT SATaTed g F#11 TATaT a1 9% a@m
ST T ~ATITTTHT G& 4R HIGT HYERTT o SHET F& GIeT HLd & TATH T (ST Bl TS | STATh ATHLLATT 3T ATl
T TETAAT ATl HEATT T U g STateh ~ATAATIART ol T@AT ATl SEATHT T AR FHAL gl 5l
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THT 3T T I

T T FIEH ST &F 39T 6 STARTT TATRT H ST Hehe ol LT gl SATAT gl TH qY FTeATd SATET @ gl Johl & F11eh THh
T ATTHTT ST & FTRT SATET L@ AT A ¢ AT T AT HHSAT L@ 0l a1d gl ST Lol gl 5 SATRl § GrEaiT
U Z9T o FIETUIT TAToh! § a9 2014 & AITATE T@T TS 6 0T T %00 HITT FHHT | ST AT o6 TATIorh AT & Tl
ATHAT I g1 ATSAT AT AT & T TE qTSTA Hohe 37 T BT STTUIT| 3T ZTATT H GLELTST SATHRT & ITHT ST ATAT gITT
TR ST 3T 7 aH ST&vd T 921 & 9l

SIATT 39T 3 91 T2 AT & oreft AT ST 7 T ATHTT & T, SATET af 8 AR <97 o Z(e707 § F2ora 31 Stereray &
ST T FTHRT FH g1 T AT L T, TATTHT, FeATe, Feel AT THaATs | Boaa g1 A7 3% 3T AT F TATH o
TRor et AT 7 T T 8 AT T AT T F2 ¥ STA9TFAT g1 SRTE ST IHF ATATE % TATH § Y ST Fq€ A1 o
7 T2 81 T T 1o Feledh SanTe o §ohd & [T 2 T ag TATH aTieel el i 9% ATHAATS &l 20 aTal Hradt T4t &
T T g T A AT T TR 1 T K I, WA ST Tt TRt H oft qret v = arawe F qra-ary 98 w@r
gl AT W AT & qaria® 297 % F5 oAl § 50 F ATF UH 5 & S o F FULh oY q@ HiEH | 9ga Aaw
TATIT T ATl g1 TAAT af Al RIFH FHT AT AT AT F2 (Aot et F off wgr g & =0 a9 7iqge #7 T am
H HH TZIT| FATTR TfT TH SITAT AT T2AT & IS ST areht g1 HIEH [Faqmr F ofF A9 7 T Sratatd & A g7
Tl FohT &1 SH =aradl il SAAG@T qgl hl ST qohel T 2|

HIFH [N F Bl # &F Farast @ af 2T o oS 3 72 ST0eqTsha TH SI¥ (5% T530 a7 =4 A A1 § 7999 04 #f ®ls
Tiatater Tei GERtt TAT Jrae e T, 9Taq 9L0Eh, S, TAE=d ST 7T S AT &= H TATET FHY qohal gl
9 1901 F T8 2016 TFH TH TF AqT| [ 2017 § T Afer THT 77 a7 e T Fued F forw @rer adi qemer
BIT| ST arere T 3121 | 3@ 7 THF dga¥ TeqHT, THETT Hl Thed TAT gL g3 F G o [0 Tged F TATE AT STl
gl 9T F TqTes & T "HiEH AHnr 9 weicdT sraEr yeay ST, YR sl Y Afedwd st Ath AT &
ATy e UF @Eqa w1 AT G 00 g T THT o6 HIL0T FH F FHF THa gl qrasiad e 9% 913, ThaAl &
THT TIAAT, FETATAT § TG AT ATGAT3N o6 ATE A= o0l HioTed T ATHAT 3 AHI-THT 9T HHT H [T AqTAAT ST Feel
STET ATE ATH TS &1 AT 6 [o7T SITET o I J9T & aof 9 THAT H & § 98 T 61 STg dT aA1 g TSohig 3T
TS 7 e RETege™ & Tohe o Y 91 Fgl g1 11 TSAT 7 THT 3T ST Tehe & fAqeq it 1 FIoET 997 T o1 2
Fg TR AT AT o6 a8 177 ol VAT A T gl IH TIAT TRIEE Y A7 AR 7T a9 1,100 FARTE A Froror 734 & 1
TS o) 27 A T A g AR
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GHAT T | 98 98T i TEd

EITCTAT AT HeAT (HTITA-3SIT o SATES) % a1 & TEEIIATed § ©TE g1 A7 § [ 9a § Sahara o U 747 S o
T 81 78 T g © ST A= Tfaasar & o7 AEuHarsus i JaaTzel F TR o T2l | FL Hs Hed ATgeal &
T 7 9g TTHA AT AT, Tfew JTETSE F AT AT Fe TI9T o WIeHH 6 AT 91 FdT gl g aa i F=17 &f 781,
afo v T it demstt w1 fF e FR-a<reh § Fifasy THadT AT T JovTET % UAr e T (Tde
S gt &= off aurfEa @) i 97 1% =9 99Tk % G i A tRat B avashs F 9F off 7 E "5eT #° 9T 2,
AT THHT GAAAT 6 QU o T ST TRATT I gl AT Aol adT 9T Tg & STaieh qId il THH T TSt (9747 57 o
F1 2 | 1T HITAT T Srershadl ST < Tl gl

AT FT THLT Hhe T8 ¢ ToF T2 3T IS 8, gl AR Taa=IdT T {21 A gaaaeite F9T1 STar g1 UH | 3R 9
H orifa T WG IR T@AT g a7 Tl oI gRIT 36 ASTS &l a1 gaael 98 AT ST AT q&d ATAF T
AT (SHH SATATHAT 7 3TI 7T TTAAqT Tohe ST T ST TATT| GIRAT T Tl ST FIATG A TAITTHT 6 TETH o0l Jof
I FAsR (o AT NI, A Tohel <197 o GIRAT AT il AT o (6T T8 H9T Aol g 31T AT f el d HeT T S el
TSIHT T T T AT TEATHA TT FIARTL (HIF07 TG F AT TAT 1T qAT0o6 o TSI aamd | 7 30| Fwg, 797 o0
SATH &1 ST &7 % [T aaqrd g arer F:33, 9% T8 T80T 6l 7T & SA=AAT AT S UF 90T 390 T o6 FHAE 97 GE]
2| AITA-3 2 faehe & arffer smafuat § & Uk aii® T aqmr & Sa = e § S0+1 gl Jraeme a9 #7 a0
oo @il e St e wveror 3 fore weh ot feerae fifRer &1 qre R #weqe gfem % RS & a8 gear =|
GATH | Tgel ‘AATT FAh o [GATE &1 l T AT| Tg o soATES T THT ohT &THAT S€ FHLe o (o0 AT 9T ST 7eT T hl
e AT TH UF STHT AT JedT aaThy 2aMT ATgal AT, AT 8@ § daiTT USruH 6 39 &9 &1 ST 913 #ht
TIE s Heldl | =0 ATl I & d1e At 2T | TAAT & AGATRTT 7 SATES FileA o T TG SATITH (A€ TT Fie R Tl
FT TASHIT) T¥ ST “SATHRT T AT THADT o6 AT H TATAT (o1 Z3LTATE UETUH T TEATAT Fi5 He |l & & FT 37 AT
HEATAT S AT S T TH SATES ol JTd qAqTS AT v TTAT A T AGHTH gaTT| TZLETA HET TR9T % qIole THE Fl =
ATATRAT T ST FATS TS| TLIAHA TNTAT 20T 17 T & Tgel AT Ivg RILFATE T qhaT AT, TT I A5<l% Tgd gU a8
TATAT IT g STAAT ATt 21| A1 T TIE He |l G1e; o9 L@ & qTas[g@ ST AT &l AT o T7T o H U FlF IS FiT
I3 & FTE f TEUH IH F GTE qHA & At AU % AL A RAL 0T o5 T AT st § F UH FT a9 o F 3 6
T2 9 2T AT 21 T 319 &1 J1A 9zl A, 2015 § T G2 T AeAi{eh 22w | AEUaarsue XA Igdl #7718 (B
AarzuFsTzs At aied) ofidw: & uE a7 o foraT 91 39E a1 T g § =9 o i == @ g 9 Faqmr 5 o3
TN STAHATT HT5T THAAT ¥ TETETE 39 TLICNTT qL0h F (ASTATET 7 6 FITqer G@arqor Sad af qgl, afeh
s % forg femmersrTet ot 21 FhaT 81 ek 7 SATERT F JehTel 9 TPt aT SAETHT F FIT TG TS STARTIGT FT
SATEe d97 (Hh ITHAN) g T THHET 3T ATAHST 937 F2 QAT IS 7 9HTH T TeAT AT The TT A HAT 6
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TEEATETEA il AT ol ST 9T <97 il TH@ TS (A1 &0 TT TLR § GHAAT RIT| T9F TAd 37T IR 7 (TF 757 6
TEHT T BIZHY) Tl AT TET TETTH T TSl IT A8 TAGE TATHT gNIT| TH =TT 3 AT S qeT=T TEUH & Hgidl
STavEEd TATE | gt NHd g0 a7 AT ST Teh| T ST a7d & o6 o1 T Fald USiHal i 979 g1 s Tsa1 & grnar
TrIT 3 SRT {3 ® -2y TIST IO ST (ed a7 T8 8| Tg THT AT AT o | STTET TIAT TATAAT il FLTEA
AT 2o & T Ted T G T 1T =TT T et g8 397 & foer gforam a7 99 & oo 92 ffar war oam a &=
THETE AT Tl FHELaT AT ZIATT AATT AT TH TATT T TIAAT FIIAT, T AT FEATSLr § &7 T3T AT 39486 § T o
AT STARTE o FT 9-THUH il &7 Taed il Giiar off 37 ag AT et a8 I-FTA T gFETe S= arer 97 &) a9 a9197
Treld Se¥Ae UY IUAsY A & HET oT| TaTs § ATH gall (o6 F a9 1 S Udesud § YA o 377 S0l aaarzed
TG A THT TATT & Tgd 8 TATH F FIALE | SAF F Tl T T ATART TS F T SEATHT GATET ATHA T T
T & o0 708 @1 off| T9H AT SArdeht ATHe 91 TTH UF SpocTg {1 4T 37 AT-9472 7Y gh, Triaer o7 s
AT T % Fs heATH e g2 [T (FTeRTTETR) & T TU| T EFAE TAFT a1 & ATISEATHS ATdHaTs & Gred
& oI 9=TF =T § UF 90 5 Al T6d & AT T 5 AT 6 AAAIHE ATATAAT ZTET of AST ST q6aT g 57 &
THTH TAT F AT 988 qEa-36ed HLd il TLHN ¢ AT Fa7 TS[ AL AT ATEAT FH g 6l g OrEH qeaar &
SoeTferat % wia rE off SERAr 7 e S vy 32 g1 AT Y q9 A § oOifS agrer AT qiwer g seeite®
TTSH o oI@ € HT @ THT @AY 6 T (9 T ARG FAT 2
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The Past, Made In India

Punjab minister’s proposal to decolonise history can be a beginning

Manpreet Badal, the Finance Minister of Punjab, through his “law of historical memory”, has decided to erase
the domineering memories of India being a country of losers and focus on the grand achievements of Indians.
Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder Singh has since claimed that Badal was expressing a personal opinion. Badal
though is following the time-honoured strategy of sporting coaches: Think like a winner to be a winner. After
all, things that are deemed to be real, often have real consequences.By suggesting a new law for historical
representation in public spaces, Badal has done what the Shiv Sena, BJP and the Congress had feared doing,
even as they went about twisting history to their liking by renaming roads and buildings, and punishing anyone
who wrote a history of which they disapproved. Not that professional historians were different. Irfan Habib,
among historians of repute, has been on record saying that professional historians select facts that fit their
narrative and ignore others. That does suggest that history writing is open to being diddled by anyone who
chooses.
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Long ago, the Congress government had started writing history textbooks under the aegis of the NCERT with
the stated objective of moulding young Indians in a manner approved by the government. This unleashed a
barrage of history writing. On the one extreme were crackpots whose research insisted that the Taj Mahal was a
Shiva temple or a Rajput palace. On the other were historians who explained away mass killings and temple-
destructions as stray events driven by political expediency. What was common to both was the tremendous
whining about exploitation by outsiders. Such outsiders, like the Turks, Farsis and Afghans, who settled here
were exempted from deep criticism and attracted appreciation for having contributed to Indian culture. Special
venom was reserved for the English, partly because they went back to England, draining some of the fabled
wealth of India. It did not matter that the days of India being the soné ki chiriya because of its hand-made
cloth, saltpetre and indigo were already over.The people were more interested in knowing about other issues
from the past. But the historian, even while accepting the importance of myths and memories for
reconstructing history, considered it beneath his/her dignity to allow scientific investigations into myths.
Rather, they took ghoulish pleasure in thwarting research into topics of popular curiosity like the Ram setu, or
a search for the vanished Saraswati.

Professional historians were soon sucked into the game of shaming Indian culture and civilisation that the
English had begun in the 19th century. The English might have had an ideological agenda in showing up India
as a country needing a dose of even-handed English justice and equality but, what might have driven the Indian
historians? For, soon enough, the shaming game evolved into one where it became fashionable to define India
as something that did not exist before English rule. Given our weak traditions of history writing and the
copious accounts left by British officers and history writers, we are stuck with a one-sided view of the past. That
Indians should accept such stories is not so easy to understand. Could such self-flagellation be the result of
them being a demoralised people?By proposing the new law, Badal has ensured that the public will be told
about, and positive stories be associated with, the Indian past. It is time that the colonial narrative of India as
obscurantist and oppressive was tested against historical evidence. It is true that history tends to be mostly
about winners, who get the right to suppress truth. But outsiders cannot be used as reference points for
historical memories by a society.As if to underline the extent to which we look at outsiders to define our
history, we have the report that tells of how the last survivor of Jallianwala Bagh praised the then British Prime
Minister for his condemnation of the event.Hopefully, what Manpreet Badal is now saying would focus our
energies on our internal resources for nation building. Minimally, this would help people to stop complaining
about the past and show some sense of confidence in their abilities to manage the present.

The writer is professor at the department of history, Panjab University, Chandigarh

THE HINDU

Date: 04-04-17
Welcome assurance

Help in tackling the backlog of cases could radically improve executive-
judiciary relations

The importance of cooperation between the executive and the judiciary in dealing with the unacceptably high
number of pending cases in the country cannot be overemphasised. For over a year, there were indications of
an impasse over judicial appointments between the two branches of the state, mainly after the Supreme Court
struck down legislation to establish a National Judicial Appointments Commission. That phase appears to be
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coming to an end. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s assurance to the Chief Justice of India, J.S. Khehar, that his
government would contribute its share in reducing the judiciary’s burden is a positive gesture that will be
welcomed by the legal fraternity. Speaking at a function to mark the 150th anniversary of the Allahabad High
Court, Mr. Modi gave the assurance after observing the pain behind the words of Justice Khehar over the
increasing backlog of cases. Justice Khehar’s “ dil ki baat (talk from the heart)” on the problem underscored an
institutional anguish that has gripped the judiciary over time. Successive Chief Justices have brought to the
government’s notice the state of affairs with regard to both the alarming docket situation and the chronic
shortage of judicial hands in the superior and subordinate judiciary. The previous Chief Justice of India, T.S.
Thakur, had highlighted the point in public functions as well as during judicial hearings, once even wondering
if the government wanted to bring the judiciary to a grinding halt by its reluctance to fill up vacancies. If the
Prime Minister’s latest remarks represent a fresh resolve not to let such an impression gain ground, it will
surely represent a new beginning in the executive-judiciary relationship.

Mr. Modi did not spell out whether his assurance to contribute to the process meant his government would
expedite the process of appointing judges, but there is no doubt that this will be the most significant
contribution as well as the government’s responsibility. Official figures show there are as many as 437
vacancies in the High Courts alone as of March 1, 2017. It is incontestable that any effort to liquidate the
arrears of cases would involve a significant increase in the speed at which judicial appointments are processed.
Mr. Modi also spoke of the use of technology and digitalisation in the judicial system, a point that is of
undoubted relevance when one considers the magnitude of the task of reducing the backlog. There is much that
the use of technology can do in both liquidating arrears and expediting processes such as filing of documents
and serving of notices. Meanwhile, reports suggest that the government and the Supreme Court Collegium may
be close to agreeing on a new Memorandum of Procedure for judicial appointments. If differences that caused a
prolonged stand-off are eliminated and a new procedure agreed upon, there cannot be better tidings for the
institution.
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Fel Tg ST 20 il Aifd F7 GEar av qg1? AT srsel Trhaaed & forg st Jor afaeat 7 s+t oy ot 72t
TEHET o TR T ST T = 92T BT § o AT Sl Trheed & o S HIHT Fd gu a@i i wdid
AT FOTAAT IT TATHIT AR 7 ST TSI I T G419 ST ST 2T g1 U &, 912 6 7 ary swet dufaat fBfy s
39T | BT TATIA AT g BT FT T2 Fig®W AT AT TTRHH o {70 FAT Tohe aa GTHA AT g1 29 &7 a3g o
TGT ST TdT gl UF qT Hrer-wrer 78 o R ofF srafeanr £ 7rg =71 927 3fT I o7 97 T AT 1 ST+ AT 30 T2
Y 7E T =8 TR & UF A7 & =9 H F7 7 a@T S0, F(h T 7 g1 of H o TFe F gaTal ad gU ATIH &7 9T
AT AT TRt (Freeiy) T awdter i ara w27 =, o 397 o o =@av F =9 % 3@ 21N 9wa |7 g 18

THTAT TR FT AT g1 AT HATIL AT Tg FaH HIe-HTel IT THATT FT e @, ST Fgdl g [ AT 3901 o 1= o1
AT 9T THEATT gU &, ITH TS ShIAIHE A1SH <& (SUACT) IT HIeT Al gl

TR e g aul # aredt & § S5 dvg 927 St aqae 39T 8, UH # I T AgaThiersl &l SWIAT
ATATIAT ARl gl WATehed RRITT &I A5l AT ATRY T TH qT 9 THET Al gl THL, IHH TGl HIH HA aTel ATLAT




&

ME ) www.dfeias.com | 11
IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (05-Apr-17)

AT FAQra=Tt ST AAAT ZEAT 39F oy @ret qiwer areAT |Ifed g TAAT & Al IHHT SAAF grar ff FwA T
AT o AT AT 9 9% § &7 7fs 9 7 R & 9 e -=aia 92 #6737 3 a9 97 90d aa@ol l, ai 369
GTET FIOFAT T ATHAT FLAT TS THAT 2

ST FTEATT ATSET T T THA qgd (AfAT B 6 T=LT A2l gl AT FT G 42w whgar g & dwra=rd w4t
G Al grdi| Uk HATAAT TH T g, qT FALT ITT AT g THTHT 3 T 7 At st Srpereed it JersT 97
TS O o7 <7 8T, % 378 WA Agl 2T AT FaTenT S 397 T2l af g o & o af srefent usnay dism ara
AT &7 AT, a7 o I8 0" TgT T@aT ATed| JFanT 38 AT 2907 % S ATI-Hael il 37T T Fed hl
TATAAT & ® § 37 72T | HiFTah! STHT 92 HATEAT0 AT 31 &, ATehed ATLA 1T HT 0l =qr qgl 71 § a9 g2 g0, 99
TH I [oTT 391 § g1 a2 a8y ITeed il G| Tg 99 g [ R Sl R S8 9718 g9 979 39 a7 o0 &,
ST F9T F 60 TTAAT SSTAATIT US[UE TSR | TT 3| TLAAA, T&Ad q1%h TGeT | AHAHT 3T TR FT 75T TH
J[EATT F & H o il T&d gl Tal T0T &, T gH SAqAT H&T Tl TAL AT H ST ol aoI1T I I 297 H g a1
YA FAAT GIIT| Aot TehT AT o 717 92 Fgeft areme &1 wig S 3ot F7 TI=mT g, Afhe a8 ot 99a g, 99
AT TSI § ZHTY &1 SS0HF<l o a9 I OTET 9T SS9 HI9@ gii| #eF 3 ST F ST T STHIA o HT TgT 9af
T g1 ALAT AT HelT o for Siv 7 Uy ot Afq =71 927 7, 98 o7 32 721 (6 g6 a8 #av 9 qz-forat it agsmm &1
ATHAT FHAT T=T




