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Positive Legislation

Mental Healthcare Bill provides template for sensitive, choice-based
approach to treatment

In a welcome move, Parliament has passed the Mental Healthcare
-~ Bill, 2016, providing for mental healthcare services and
decriminalising attempts at suicide. The legislation takes a modern,
sensitive approach to mental health issues and comes on the heels of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s latest Mann ki Baat address where
he highlighted the issue of depression and the need to openly talk
about it. It's a fact that mental health issues continue to be
misunderstood in this country. Those suffering rarely get access to
counselling and modern medical treatment as their families try to
hide their condition out of a sense of shame.

Mental Healthcare Bill seeks to empower patients by protecting their legal rights and facilitating access to
treatment. For example, the bill provides for protection and restoration of property rights of mentally ill
persons and prohibits sterilisation at any stage of treatment. It also allows a mentally ill person to make an
advance directive explaining how he or she wants to be treated for the requisite illness.

The other laudable aspect of the new legislation is that it sheds the nanny state approach that is the hallmark of
our mostly outmoded laws shaped by the colonial era. In fact, archaic laws remaining on statute books is a huge
problem for governance as they clog up the criminal justice system and create scope for misuse. Hence, it’s
certainly positive that that the Mental Healthcare Bill declares that any person who attempts to commit suicide
shall be presumed to be under severe stress and not be tried or punished under the penal code. Prosecuting a
person for trying to commit suicide — akin to punishing a victim twice over — is, or was till recently, one of the
ridiculous manifestations of Indian law.In this respect, the praiseworthy provisions of the Mental Healthcare
Bill should be a springboard to secure an individual full rights over his or her life. Legal sanctity should be
conferred on living wills, where a person details future medical treatment in circumstances where he is unable
to provide informed consent. Equally important is recognising the right to passive euthanasia where terminally
ill patients can refuse painfully invasive treatments and opt for palliative care. It’s time medical care started to
respect patients’ choice.
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Money Bill as ruse to avoid debate

This practice abuses democracy

The government’s move to tag substantive amendments, many
of the 40 relating to diverse aspects of regulation and
representation, on to the Finance Bill is an unwelcome blow to
the heart of Indian democracy. By incorporating these
amendments, which include subjects as diverse as the
mandatory necessity of Aadhaar numbers for income-tax
returns, removing transparency in political donations and
government meddling in the process of appointing appellate
tribunals, the Bill seeks to bypass broader parliamentary
scrutiny and debate. The government’s claim that these
diverse amendments can be lumped together as a Money Bill,
outside the scrutiny of the Rajya Sabha, where the BJP is in a
minority, holds no water. Most of the 40 amendments proposed have nothing to do with Article 110(1) of the
Constitution, defining a Money Bill: related to changes in taxation, spending of taxpayer money, changes in
Central or state accounting, etc. Many of these amendments are ridiculous. The merging of tribunals is devoid
of rationale.Thus, the airports regulator is sought to be subsumed under the telecommunications arbitrator.
Where is the logic here? Or for that matter, when the national highways jurisdiction is swallowed up by the
airports appellate tribunal? Can company law jurisdiction take over from an anti-monopoly board? And can
only be justified by the government’s desire to curb the autonomy of appellate tribunals? Removing the method
of appointment of regulatory bodies from their relevant statutes to rules to be formed by the government at will
smacks of a desire to fill these bodies with people who might well be trained as ventriloquist dummies.

The aam taxpayer has reasons to worry — tax officials have been given a freer hand to harass them. Removing
the cap of 7.5% of the average profits of the past three years for political contributions, in combination with the
wholly opaque electoral bonds, makes it possible to set up companies for the sole purpose of channelling
anonymous funds to favoured political parties. All these merit separate laws of their own.

Date: 29-03-17

Battery storage for renewable power

A burst of entrepreneurial energy down under promises to transform
the fortunes of renewable power. Path-breaking entrepreneur Elon
(Tesla) Musk is reportedly setting up a 100-MW hour power battery
storage capacity in South Australia, in 100 days flat. It would be the
world’s largest utility-scale power storage — at an attractive cost —
and slated to greatly boost renewable energy.Also notable is the fact
that Musk is leveraging scale economies to drive down the costs of
electric power storage. The ballpark figure stated is $250 per kWh as
capital expenditure, and about $0.3/kWh as operational-ex. Reports
says that the Australia facility would use conventional lithium-ion
batteries, for which Tesla is joining hands with Panasonic. But costs
should fall much further. There’s a paradigm shift in the offing in
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battery storage technology. Vanadium-flow batteries promise to quite dramatically reduce the op-ex for electric
storage to only about $0.05/kWh, which would amount to grid-parity tariffs here, in rupees. Note that the
sheer intermittency of renewable energy, solar or wind power, makes battery storage crucial, with op-ex
currently put at upwards of 30 cents/kWh. But this essentially ends up tripling the effective cost of renewable
power generation, not counting evacuation costs.The V-flow batteries are fully containerised, nonflammable
and reusable systems which discharge 100% of the stored energy. They also do not degrade for more than 20
years and seem eminently scalable. But currently the only V-flow battery is in Washington state in the US, of 8
MWh capacity built using a proprietary molecule as electrolyte. Proactive policies and multilateral initiatives
can well rev up storage capacity. There is other exciting research in battery technology, too.

aﬁaw Date: 29-03-17
QT 3 The T T TAd ol A1
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STTUIT| EEY 9Teal H ATS &I ATTF TATGRE T ALHT . AT HALE HFL T SqAT TST Fol ATF HIAT SAT1AF THAS
M| 38T, ATRAT T2 9 &l SITTH AR d ASTATH Fgdl & 1o [hATAl &1 GAT ST HIF HLAT T ATH [T
ST, THH I AT AT TaT gIiT, STarfeh FheTeT T SRTAT Fef TAYTT T 7T 1 Fieat 2|

T AT BT FT ST ot HIT FLAT SATAT &, IHRT EBrIar S F remia Fafaat o 9t g1 2017 F asie § fEaa=t s
et F 10 ATE FE  FU 07 o0l TG0 6HT| F Ff 6 (o0 sqdt Gt T & TAT a7 § 6 aeawr e & aw §
e St 8, STafs a2 78 ¢ 6 saer 8 Fiedt & off 77 gie Fhamei aF Tg=dr 8, S I 9 GHEE H7 83 Faal gl
THHT 75 HIEal q HY AT T TR FAAT 2 a2 7= o o g, g s # 19 fieat & Rama €t e
SITAT 81 T aHl | F T F AL O FALETSERT FATAIT, F S q9T ATeAT FART7 2 F sqaamy daedt s
FAAIT T THH AL H o o T AT 2

FRaTT o it ST Y SETEEAr ® FT0T g1 3T TR S S § FRATE o e AT T 91T ST [EEreTeus g T gl
I TeTHw=AT 4w TIET F I T | TFATET 7 it 7T FA 7 AT 63T A7, T F e BT Fedmor §51eT 3 5o
T T ¢ T o ST TRer § TRl o et | T TS SN ST H STt R /e § are g, A $3 i 7aeshd arae 1 Fwfo
AT ATHT FT A1 A9 % (70 ST TEERT AFRTAT 81 I FgT & FoF At TRt 7 a3 st of o9ft 3 a1 & a1
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HOBIHAT 398 FEUEH 7 Fq1AT o 2009 & 23 FATT FATHT 7 SATHEAT FT g1 FTATE HEY T T@T 3 g A8 o
3T 25 29T =00 9T UE 7 Qarasit i 7§ 29 = arfom & ot e i srcager adt € v qatae & 91 g
TS AT § THH AT AT g BT T2 ZITATT | TH AT HT AZHTH of Agl & o Gl A7 Tg AATAE Hehe H&Adq: IAT gall
THTT g, FF1h el &l TS aATU L@ % S-g31 T (o0 ST 72 g 7 o At i S9! 3a9T #F artore shied
T TET qlod hETHT T ATHIO TLAT %00 AT T AT ARTE 0 FIEAGT TgaT i TAd Fol Aid & UF7 6T ST 72T 2l
AT AT S ST Tt AT S Fst A1 H T ATOH, GH THH Hag g AT g o g Tredras 718 92 et a7t
T i RATd 3w feremer \fereT et w2+
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T A= T 15T ¢ el IS 93 | T 57 9hdT g1 S FTaT ag UH Ha9 o 97 w2 2 o= w7 w21 8 Sed
FAd Frs A FoAtr frT =7=F 7 e a1 ameT R ¥ AF qehdt 21 Ag e 9 B IRErTE g uw At
gfafafer g o T gerdge & e st e & Faf=a g st gt ATt omme wot & Few #7 qa92d9
e T FLEAT A 0 PIg (AT AT a7 UH FgH THTT TAT G < g1 UET A F Uk UH AT § TR geqard il T8
FRIT RO sterT e Fa =t g oo &7 9% Mdem@T ST At u)

TH FaH Tl A TRl 7 7g AT o7 ThaT 8 o Tate TTIHaTe & q2 U TETE g1 ITRT gHAT argdl Har & TR g FA1H
oATae FaT g 39F |1EE g T qT=aT & 751 (AT I % FHIOT e AUAT AT FT EIE gEIANT 77 o a8
THRATHT it F A § fasre Foma it ®ie it 707 73 @ A 78 F1a A SR aret g 5 ArwasT steger g qgree
Tl oA HaTet g7 4198 7 AR (0T ST & A& [9EHAT & [T EeR g4 Tedrd 92 |7 o= wear 92 Afea
A U §HE F AIAT F T gl At oTgq G fe=merd g0 2T 8t 98t ¥ 79w o 359§ T arett g=t fawmee
SN T AT | AT, TAT I=T SR TE IJ2ART § TSI 8037 F7 TTG4T g THF dgd AL [AHTHT FHIgA & A of
ITOAT T IETH AL & AT T AL o HT [0 foram ST 96T g1 g FaaT (G0 G2eam & S[ET g1 @aii & qara Haqi o
AT ATHL TTAFATE I ISTH T QAT ST TFaAT 1 TSI o gl o A9, 79 A F 1w g0 o F 9% 721 7
TqFH| LT T ATESTHE HAZIT Hl GF FIAT THATAGE B THaT g T 1oh AT Tgel af AR ATFHT il ATEAT F:T
T 5| U 9 FAT T T Taa a9 G0 8| STHERT § 9/11 %l TeAT & 918 UHT g1 adl off A 69 #ls 3297
TR Tl gl ST 6l UHT TAT 7 T G2T T TS ¢ 6 =7 a1 H Fls 21 M9 TRl ¢ (o DI ISTH 7 Tl & AT
T Tei? U H Bl off a1 9% Ifaag a9 qhar gl " HSAT 9 Fg q9aqd of@d ¥ qFe, HeId 30 3h
TR AT GAAT & & TAHIT % T WT a97g gl TFdT gl AN AT T T A5l (WA FT AT TTHTSH
TAUE F T H T AT 1 ST | Uy TAT | AT 6T TEHT g1 TAFT af Al (GHAT HATT T ST ATHI Fl AHT
qId gl & o fagd 92 STt 81 a9 2014 H g a9 98 T S UF THGET T 7 STHRhT AR STTIFRT SaT
FTT ST U ITToET 9T GAaTs | 39 AT il TUTAT il SAHALTHE FL S (AT AT § TSI q1% 1 IY A3 gl
UH H T ATAT [ATear &f SFE &f gl T aahdTl UHT el T=1 &7 F= A Jgi Sdid 2rar| I w1 &
FataT 9% i a7 1T a1 agaw) §9a g a9 (A Fiasy #§ Traware om e F a6 29 § T Fd 7917 30|
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Martyr to no god

Atheism is the NOTA button of religious choice. It deserves every
safeguard from law and the state.

Despite legal protection accorded to the freedom of religion, the assault on rationalism in general and atheism
in particular continues. H. Farook has joined Narendra Dabholkar, Govind Pansare and M.M. Kalburgi in the
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ranks of the martyrs to no god. The only difference between them is that he was not a prominent rationalist,
but a Coimbatore scrap dealer with a strong sense of identity. Farook’s father has offered the finest tribute to
his son’s memory. Disappointed by an orthodoxy which will not brook dissent, he has decided to become an
atheist himself. Thus, he has expanded a question pertaining to the freedom of religion into an issue of the
freedom of speech. It is not enough to be an atheist; one must also have the freedom to proclaim it without fear.

While this instance involves Muslims, it is not a Muslim issue. When political events turn religion into a focus
of identity, atheism and agnosticism threaten orthodoxies across religious divides, ignoring legal precedents
which safeguard religious freedoms. The most significant precedent is a 2014 judgment of the Bombay High
Court, which held that the government cannot force anyone to declare their religion in an official document. It
also observed that citizens have the right to declare that they do not belong to any religion. This is really not
unusual, in a region where numerous schools of atheism have flourished from antiquity. While Buddhism and
Jainism are commonly understood to be heterodox, the Carvaka and Ajivika schools of Hinduism are
unfortunately known only to scholars. This is apart from the numerous atheist and agnostic groups that have
flourished in modern times, often as part of reform movements.

In modern times, of course, the right to be guided by the senses and the intelligence rather than scripture is a
given. So is the importance of tolerance, without which the ideal of a borderless, globalised world would be
unattainable. The intolerant persecution of the atheist is a special case, along with honour killings and caste
abuse, since victims are attacked by the very community they were born into. Religious identity is only one of
the many personas which are assigned to us, and which we should be free to change or discard. At a time when
identity is central to politics, this freedom is as fundamental as the right to change party allegiances, and those
who would constrain it are enemies of democracy.

I I ":‘I E I I Date: 28-03-17
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AT FTE Tl AHT TATY ARTAT T ATSAT HEAT AT AT TT 3 TLRT o (o7 T HASHT g TGTAT 7 Fgl g o TLahTe T T
FTTRTL ATSTHTAT  ToIT e 18 T TfHard T80 997 Tehc il Sra<T darad 7 a8 off Fgr 8 3 A-arashrdy i
qIAT S GTaT Gred AT o w7 e arfee #3 F Fafier § awa s #1 9 Ty 8 3T SE VAT A F T80
TIRT ST TR Tl T HEeT UH 9<h ST 8 ST 8T § ohg T A s, FodTUIRTET FTSTHTSAT o TorT S &7 (faar aare &7
TATH TR o, ST a8 ey &t SATHarEar #7 T adr 9216l &l gl e 8, 36 FaTag 9% 9+ {7 73T 81 At
THE [o10 a8 Ga EHETE g1 STeTE il GaLTEadT il AT & ATt AT T 91 § qarg Jarad § dfad gl aq o
AIAT § FHA-THT U Fg AqH T qATT g, T FHT AT FeATIHT TISATA § ST HTE I AaTd I a0l
TSI A5l &t off1 I, TH A af e R &

T, AETAT o ATSIT Bl F IAk (TGl Rl ol L A 0T gl SIAT F SATerHTT T T HiToreh ATHRTE AT 6 07 &
AT TS %0l GALTTAHAT Il ATTRT 6 ST ST FAATAT &F TS g ST I T SASTAT 7 AT T Fal of el &, Tg ATAT ar 91
qEed Gfaem dTe g, et 7o fhage qg1 gor g e St w1 712 #3| [fdaw 2013 § qa1g saraq 1
AT GATAT T TS T et S araTie gt TSt F O e 7 Fr AfHard Al AT ST /At wed
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2015 ¥ ITAT A Y THT ST HT FEAT GATATI THh TS &l TTg J1F AGTAT o AAM, Heord, Araey ey, wem=as=i 57
&I FTSTHT AT [ ST HTE T SIS 0l SoIToTd T &, T a1 H Tg AT Fgl o6 g T =0 g[T AU, ey qgl| A
T AT FHAT F ITASE TLFRE UF F I8 U, AW FT ATAarqr £ =72t et 721 -2 @, g w7 Har
AT, JaT TTEST Taed  GaT T FHE AT, TAAT AT AT, Thighd a1 [&aTe TSET F dgd aad arel
STTEAT FTHHRH, ST SUTEATT HATET ST, AT ATH FTART & FHT ST a9 F agi bl (WA areft gragr
e, SATLT Al ATAATH FATT ST il FLHTL ol (972 | T | Al T

ST ATHAT STETAd | A 2T, T TEhTE T SHT g8 dF ST AU T STET T AAH Feel e ad T| ATohed T F U
AT T AT ST FEal FT a9@ of 7 ol [A=aaT 7 g T e 1 &7 9 7 99 | o ared Ig 3aATaell 31T
faf=r 3caTe *1 yeedl ua UHT urdl 7 Ry o e § w2 gu smam ASET F Sty 9% 949t 3519 | e F9Y Agl
TIET o1 T F BT ARTE 7 1g i 7 U fAfrg ug=me qa¢ arefed s it Troar 70 avwe 7 9% $i7 off sfiw
THH Torw TAfere ag=e TIfesheor (FEMSSIUSS) T T AT AqT| T T AT ATSIIT 6 T dal 3a¥ el AT 3 Iq6
FaTA 7 TEe F aw ot &7 arge off TEdhy s srerr=ar di ot st SET AT At § RBe-are e o 81 "=
H AT I IHHT TG T ST o6 s, 31T ST Q0 ST Tl g1 T AT & HTHA H I A AT GITA TEAT AT T AT o Zor
#¥ TATF STaTAT 7 FAT HHAT 7l T 2

W=
HeEIT1l
CIERIEIRSIER ]

FAET AATAT STHTAATEAAT T SATEAT il T TIT 6 ATE H FHgl STTAT AT, “HTHT a7 § 907 A/ g, 77 T qT agam qet Ao
AT IAUEE gIThIe 7 T Hl “Torf& T T8 T U S arediashdr Jud T I07 FT gH Faehl J7a7 719 o7 g1 o7
T SIS ol TG  ATART TG T AT 0l T ZANs A4l &l “TerfawT ufedt &1 &= a7 am FHT 07 v
AT AT AT “THTIH I S FISIATA I GAT FANS TH FA F 18 AT v ¥ T L Trad ITa=T 97 FT qfa=T
et orfia 21 =fter ars off| stfe 1 % oo s F are swiie & O s&foeher & S aamem o gt off s =1
FT T ST AT o ST T THU G0 GRT 4 99, 2008 FT IWT FH ST 74T F 9 &0 [ & q1E 9
STTEE gTEahie il SATIHIT TISTE 9TAT 37 AT et [Hg it @SH1e 7 UF Faq AN J2d gU T &f Aal aiod THAT
T AT “TerTaT T8 T 38 ATHATIEHT o T FHAT & (&AT| TRT-THAT % VT Ta=T &l Toahd HeAT AT I [T FHeAT qm
FILAT STH TTET &1 STTUAT, A ToheT ST TRIT =€ e | ST (el &7 THATT Fedl g af 39 92 AT & a9, o a9t
TIT| STETAT o FH & IT-THAT 1 Al Aok SLATTHAT o6 TA-HA o HA I STA-E I HAT BT Fehl THTH TGN T ZaT
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& T SATAATITRT %67 AGAT T FHEAT ST THRdT gl I T THA! = TETaT! qeeard! a6 Feg! Fwrai! STorfea gt 2
T FHT AT I-THAT % FHT f I 2|

STETAT T HQLT 39T T THTH T gIdt ST Tl = At Tty et o forw o g1 s=ierd emeor & A ohe et aeq &
TSI HIAT, AR H g FIAT, TTAAT %0l GHAT, AHT FHLAT A TSTAT FIA o6 STF [0 &, T ag TN aeq AT ATeq Al
S UF T F T T 0T T AGT I T TAH F T AT g U0 ST g1 LT IEH F FAAT g T T aF I A1 o
AT g5 ST €| SHH FF=d HT 07 T &, AT qT a8 AT | 5T Ag\ne aF 9g= SATdT g1 SHE I & a1 &7 of<h
2t &1 IHT T of<F | UTaT g8E A 2, A7 Aol awdt 81 a8 FF ARITors SeAArsh 6 97 ¥ FF q¥g i A
ATt €1 38 off ST 7<) T3 Sfaeradt g1 a1 & Stifad arferd w7 % forg araveristt & Io=a 3 sqaifash s
ATk ATIES W7 2T ST &1 JATe & faa &% @ i @it | 6o g areil =6 AgAal I97 7 Hi-a7 fGer
SHfara g T ®I9-97 AR g1 FT T2 T BT 8, T8 =aq &1 fauw g1 fAewaer a8 g & 9 & gavm: B & gfa FHar
FXA o TS IHh QI o TS AT (8 o (o0 shae (AT ST gl

TR T STAFART 3T AT ST AT STALTI0 FHEAA H FAT 5 AT KL il FATe H SAEE GHATAT & AT 917
T T 665 (427 ATFAET 3T 238 TR F) worfora<t £ AfRrawrsi & sraet =t Fra7 9% et g2t g1 T Foudr F
T 8 o6 5 FoITT Hiex il SATE § T g5 STALTIAAT FUheT § 300 HIeT it FATS IT IATAT T T A1 @1 o FHILIT
TRIT T T TRaET T=E ST U STeqa F ATETE AT FT1 @t 42 Hiew wfa FrT. i stersear &7 et 48 Hie afa
T, 21 TorereT gTer R stfers g, SHET A7 3T af AT ST I FT T2T Igada 39 wa=g T [Aue aardr 2l
STH Qe JAAT § AT T THT g ST 9Te AT STTar gl I07 99 da93W 8§ 99% e & o amm s w3t g, ar
SEERT T AIHH & AT AT, FHT ZT T ILATT § HEHAT 21AT g1 T A AZHT 6 (o0 AT |7 I99113, gt a1 ahr
e off 9T 2rdT g1 3RER & a18 T 7 J&8d Al g, ¥ AR SATgrang | JHAT | ¥ % 972 df ag
FIAT-TIE T ST AGIAAT T STg HHTAT ST (@l g1 ameaa | F@l o Uah Jar &l S-St a1ar g1 T 6 a1 &
T T I F qT IR 9L ATTT T T A a7 fAreqor Srar 21 ST Foeranet foeTa ot fAereqor grar g1 i ==t g 9
H ST STE 0T 7T o 0 ST | TR U ST sl TIH ¥ &1 % 18 “THTH I A1 o =Feit 797 1901 |
ST YT Tt IEH o &F A1 & qTe| T oF HTTh STALTES H ¥ IT AT oF A7, el T ST 14.90 FE AT AT
gt famr et 727 21 28 8.20 FUE wtex "iaw foar fiede % & v & warfad g1 wr1 21 97 FohATe 3 ovresT e 7
FT SATATET 14 ATE g1 ATLETH ATAT & &I SATETET T I979 16 ATF qF Tg o ATdT 5

FAT TG MATUETE o 39T § AT I TZUT e a1l 1360 I2ART F=EAq 70 €1 =89 T § STEE * 33, I TG40
F 432, 8T ¥ 22 3T IFHH ST F 56 FLETT ATHA 8, ST I F S GadATh A i G471 7 Faar gua s
T T TATRA F¥ ¥ &1 TH FIAIL 6 76 FWST F@re o onfaer &) T, ST sREre 3% Tl [ =T 918 %
Strae T srfersrter fREaT FAE § &7 a1 81 F2 FaarHa=T Are-aai i Ty TiEae Ygia & [e 9¥ savwEs F
qrEE TS T 8, T I00T | g T2T el Svg A9 Aai ATl I F7 gd w7 § gge & #2 araq € f5 755 81
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