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Unruly Gaikwad

Politicians are not above the law and Air India is not their personal
property

y: ”“f; 54 3 Shiv Sena MP Ravindra Gaikwad’s alleged assault on an Air India

£ staffer last week has led to a nationwide outcry — against how

politicians with a bloated sense of entitlement expect to be treated as
. much more special than the public they serve. Delhi Police has filed an
- FIR against Gaikwad under sections 308 and 355 of IPC. It’s very
important that the police probe be expeditious, rigorous and free from
political interference. A clear message must go out that no politician can
flout the country’s rules or demand special services at will, and with
violence.

~ After the incident, the unapologetic Sena MP from Osmanabad could be
seen on TV boasting about how he hit the airline employee with his sandal 25 times. It seems he was angry
because he had been made to fly in an all-economy flight from Pune to Delhi. Whatever the merits of his
complaint, Gaikwad should know he has no right to assault anyone. Afterwards, IndiGo, Jet Airways, SpiceJet,
GoAir, AirAsia and Vistara closed ranks with Air India to stop Gaikwad from flying on their aircraft. He was
forced to travel back to Pune by train.Government must respect that the airline industry has the right to
safeguard its passengers and crew. After all the Union civil aviation ministry is working on creating
institutional mechanisms to check undesirable flight behaviour or unruly passengers. Current rules of India’s
aviation regulator DGCA are unclear on the concept of a no-fly list, whereby passengers on such a list can be
denied issuance of tickets. The provision that comes closest is section 3 of DGCA’s Civil Aviation Requirements,
which was invoked by the airlines in the case of Gaikwad. Under this, passengers who are likely to be unruly
can be off-loaded or refused embarkation if they pose a threat to the safety and security of the flight, fellow
passengers or staff while on board aircraft.

The more it has been fed taxpayers’ money the more Air India has allowed elected representatives to treat it as
their personal handmaiden. The more they throw their weight about, the more the remaining passengers shun
Air India. It’s unusually bold of it to send a message that it will treat politicians the same as the people they
represent. Government must recognise that only this kind of independent thinking can get the airline out of its
dismal financial state.
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Making Ganga and Yamuna a legal person can help

Last week, the Uttarakhand high court ruled
rivers Ganga and Yamuna to be legal persons, in a public interest case
on pollution. When any person commits bodily violence on another
y person, it is a crime that the state can take cognizance of, without
waiting for a complaint. So, after this judicial pronouncement, any
harm done to these two giant rivers of North India can become a
cognizable offence. The state can initiate criminal proceedings on its
™ own, without waiting for a complaint by some environmentalist. This
| is a welcome development, given that Yamuna has been declared a
2 dead river and the waters of the Ganga are carcinogenic in some parts,
o o eee - given the volumes of effluents discharged into the
river.The Uttarakhand high court was following the example of a
recent New Zealand law that made that country’s third longest river, Whanganui, a legal person. This law
followed in the wake of a 2014 law that made an entire forested slope, TeUrewera, held sacred by the Maoris, a
legal person. Of course, it is not just live humans who are persons in a legal sense — anywhere in the world,
companies, trusts, etc and juridical persons, who can sue and be sued. In India, thanks to a colonial
convention, even gods are juridical persons.Lord Ram was a party to the Ayodhya dispute in the Allahabad high
court and was represented by Union minister Ravishankar Prasad in his capacity as a lawyer. In India, the
tradition has been to deem rivers to be feminine. In Mahabharata, Ganga was married to Shantanu and gave
birth to the son who grew up to become Bhishma, the most accomplished warrior of his time, who bowed to
convention and stood mute witness to vile acts of treachery and dishonour by his grand-nephews.This feminine
attribute perhaps plays a role in Indians doing to rivers that are wont to go through lonely stretches
unattended, clad, primarily, in their beauty, trusting and without a care about the time of the day, what many
of them feel compelled to do to women in similar circumstances. Indian men have to learn to treat rivers and
women a whole lot better. The law might help.
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TRATERTE, ATTEE AT AT ST T4 157 AT TH =T ITTH AT o AT AT STATT o 6 (7T Faferd a1 6 qeF qr=rat
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ATHTT STF 37T ATt i fora g2 | o1ame @Te A7 o Tt €1 27 96T g {3 T 9T {3 SATET T o7 Tt al, I STHIA
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FATAT AT AT 2T 1940 & AHT ATAHTM 2000 TFH ATHAT, AFATISRIT, IITLATET T, TTgOU[AT, T 0T, TrEEiwr
FHATE GHTY TSI TATTOT T TAT BT 1 S[EATT Foraht § = TdT ot & =F9ehd fHare S0 3{T AHieedT 7|
AL, A 3T AT & FH A5l AT 3 FIEA HI A FT TH Tl SATAT ATI 1979 H T o TgAAT TISTA9T FHl SEATTHE
FiTd o TT AR w2 3T 3f Tohrae aedl THE S HgLaTal SEATH & T g1 TATISTETIEdTT | o T AT &1 gal,
1979 ¥ FTEA | Fgee G ff 37 ITAT farng § qafom [Hear qadie & gall Aifaad &6 it B Fefee
ALEHTY AT 7GR o (o0 STRarTiaeare | T &Y 6T a8l %8 M1 1992 T 75 FHafar aaar 57 o {he searte sgeadt
FTTaST BT TN G T T ATIAATHT FHTA o TATI

saTaETaY fagmEt 7 =7 St afiadat # e wifafer % a9 § 3@, Sad smhw i o =9 % fi9 99 @
oftagg &1 92T R ofT| 7 FigaT FTh 2 aF 21 ST 9T, FAIh T1 TgTrndT 0 a1 T30+ 6T gre | o g o
TG AHHT & T TATT H AT 3T AFATAEATT G2 & T G AT| T IF1 <901 § AT [@G=12 3 Sttas et 9
st 2t ot freft s oft s At o BF ST w7 o ST 2er aae 1 g1 ST Hwifa T TATERET IEearey arerer
AT T U S H ILHATE T g9 AT SEATTHE ATl I FTAT [OIAT| AFITIEATT | 1 UHT & 30| THIS U (G917 37
FT & 37 Ie1e f39m ofiv Tom # afafa a1 T471 STATE S FgLaTs & a1+ §a18 6l e 19T & dai Tarl -
AT F i a2 B aae @ iR TAH 9gd T AT R 2000 AA-3TT T & SAORT g0 FE 297 § Togdt THY e,
ST @TET % Q90T F T STRTT o6 SATHT § Fef TAT| THEF AT AGAHATE AT ST7H goTl 3T ag I A § a1 o 27 7471 11
fdaT, 2001 FT AGTHRATE TS GHTH F AT FHHT ST TG TAT| AT FEAAT 77 730 off| ITWaTe F 9@y 32 10 7|
UT STl T UHAT Al | F 379 {24 Ehi | Hew ad 13| 390 987 1 A, AN 6T AT g2 Tt off, argirat dsaier
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BT Tt off 3T |Tgrer T LT 9T, AT FTHTIS, TS ITdH A= o gferfat F Fae & forg st &1 a3 781 &7
U T ANT-Te |7 S g1 STTUIT o0l JIAT TG T3 ST TIAT [T ST THIE & T § qfed H ¢ | I =7 a1 &l
faege UgaT Agl A7 & 89 2000 # 1960 FT HET T ATHIT T g Foht =)

2014 ¥ THTSETST, T T § ST0M9 7 T9€ 37 ¥ T AT S8 Iqarar <97 § STes a0 &t qrerqreft
(2016) & #ATfET 1 AT 8 TF STl & T9=9 3 F AT T §= § FS aTadd qgl gl Uk a%g ¥ @7 A0 ar
Faehfaat siv serearst BTt F 99 aor 1 T Fa [ T, a1 £ 721 =791 J7e F TR g 4r {6 srdwars w
GTHI THAT F U, Tgd g8 TH FHETATE AT T AT AT AT TSI SHae 9% THY TET 1 6 F5 777 T
TA - Tgars, Twmarg @, 92 dte-he #7919 UF gf §ISearal qiasial g9 gU 2| T af agad H gl 376
ST T H AT 37 Tl S qUT ST ARG aaet ITATET a1 AT T Tedl 9ae gl TAT gl 98 AT 57 7 o
TG IT A9 STAd & A1 S@d & 1% 37 ST IIILATE 0l 9T gHT 8 AeTFRIAT Lol gl HGLAd FT AAGTAT STaare o
FTATE AT TET &, AT dg LT 37T YTH T TPATE g1 AT Y hI23T FLHe 3T SEATHa ot (hIeTer| 5, S, i,
T, T, & AT off TTATE FT s 0k of AN 9 F 3T T ITTATET BT TN IAHT IS T2l 21 &, ST Rgeard &
YT ALMTF F ITTLATE THUT & ATE G AT| ST F T TS TAH gl TAT AT AT T FHT Fq07 FTA 1| IqF A8 A1
T A W A TgaTs i A a7 6 & qrrsa ==t

U T AT H X T AT T g % 397 98 75 &, ITH §IT oA YT 5| UF TLF AT TF & AT AN HgL9 T T TG
g, d7 TE aOF AT F ‘AEATATEE, HEAWTT AIL-aLraht O T T T STaT s i gd it FeadT & ge MU 3l
T § g fEAaTg ¥ oo ITaTiaat T a9 Y arfes Tuar JATEl 42 99 9% 81 SHTee 20 Ja e 75T
Fgd g T ST AT 6T o0t [ AT 3 &, ST SETLATE &l ST HAET T 21 T TTF o ART &, St Arwait=rm
TTRAT 3T 3T | FETaTE AT gl SAeh TTATE AR 3T FHSTATE AAT-TT =[S &1 ST FGLATAl g dg AT Al
BT TFHAT| T UF g | 99 Al g, FM1%h Aha =T | Tl 91 =1 AT FF el T2 FT9T q51 ST Fhd Tl 9 UAT & 72T gl 54-
TAT T & AT 312 7 AT I¥ AL SHTLT 3T o 19 faagrs 81 @ 2l

FATEAT § ATH SEHT AR o TTT qHIHT 2, IIATE ITHT A IR Z1 ST ART g o2 T2 8 3T Arha = o IS FHfeag
2, Sve =9 TFMRT &l Tgel & F FLaAT g, IHFT [ F TATTRT FEAT gIIT| 3eh T T4y g T o S & fope 7 52
S IHAT STETEAT FT 97T HT AT AT 37T ATET & SE | TG UF TET AT &, ST e AT & AT 92 FHT STt
SIFETATE T AHA-HTH HT TG 272 | IHHT AT AT I AT T AARTL GHAT AT TEAT, FATTh ST SIAA grer @v
IAT | STATE BI<T & 12 §, SAETHAT T 18 gl THAT [3aTe | Fgl ST 9dT g o6 31T ST AT §, 9 T &f gl &
IEATE & ol T T, FFITh IEATE gl T TH(d % AT &, Te g AT GHT-STThT %0l 9T S fZorm e #
AT g1 Tg T T 3T T AR T AT o7 2
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FOT A ZATT ToReT e = 3 qrfered T o sferer Tierame it o 91 s aTihed ™ | 9a 6wy g1 121 81 78 46 9
TIAT T T ATSAT & ST ATaT SZT T FTA-TT%H qTTRedT F FT-97 gL T =1 o AR s & strem
g FTST o I g5 TISHT “T dee, T S F o el g o8 ST J4 T TIAAT 37 €9 21 gT 2T o 91 AT
FTEAT g1 F9 &7 THH qTeqH F 2 TP Zal 1 qreET 81 92T, UiAT § 91 &l "dqierd we & foI7 qrihedrT &
TATEET ST AT A1 7 FZEAT W8T 81 37 98 T8 TeraTe o HIEAH F SEATHTETS 7 (3T &1 747 femmhe Rz $i
TR FHITALT FT TGT &l TAY, qg AT ATATE (Gal T e THEr TEd F T STHAT el § FAT A1l § F1h
T TETT IT AT T TISTHT T97T T ITQaT 1L, qg T 0TI dI¥ I¥ TgH e Farfad 71 s arer
FeHIT & Frafire-arfoeeara & g o 727 7, ST A agt & e o[ 7 32 5| s9ed § gU T 949, e
foer, sqpf=reaTe o Rerfie arfeesar it srstrar & forg smarst It arer wtatatast F e formm o, 7 ot =9 wiermme &7
AT Tarer gam e T off o =7 e & T =1+ 3T USTTa o AR 0 RIEET @71 sAt ST e Hgare oo o
TH TIOIATY T ST ZELTAT 3T Fgl foh THE gAY SEhid Y Tg= @ g1 Srustt| B ey w9 % =Joeady w=Er
Wge AT seifera g o =1 g1 % Ja1ed! & Fqeare HT| Mafie-arfeesar (9w B & Teqey Toitad ga- ol 61 Tgr
T Z| AT 9T 7 AT H AT g9 o forw =h=-arfered s gama e1e ¥ g1 =19 9 U< 919 a1 & forg &9 & off
TR o 6T FITrer FT 2T g ATRT dT3irek a7 Aoy f3ear 81 U8 o a8 =7 aiasHT § 3 oTfier 21 9hat 22 39
= a1a it AT swerT g o fe-urthear & wrdars % oo oo wieram T SEaHTer ¥ qhd g1 TH ST i vt ot
Tl TRt ST TR Tl = ST FIHAT & TS § ST & SATRT Haaqefier Tgar g, A ga¥ it qearg a8l FedTl greith
4 FTaT FAT g o AT F F=fAd g i STEd dal g, FIR Ag AT H-ATorroa % 1T g1 The of 78 wararta® g &
AT TOIE &5 9T 94T JTaT F3AT AT §, @i A-TThed el Th AT | i AT g ThdT g! Tl F =1 Al
SEATTAT “a doe, a9 UL § AT S T ol (24T g1 3T ZHHT Fl5 AT TqET IHLAT §, T, T TAAT & o7 ¥
Tz i Era 8 a1 9Ia 7 3y 3 21 qehar g1 S =T I T T ATET F< o THHRT Afeh STTRT A1 1T 3¢
AT TS, ~faaY AT T AT {EI 9¥ 9 AT BT &1 &= wad & SHmar g a1 9d @ 389 o= iar &
AT FHAT 2|
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