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Attack on freedom

Both Bhansali and Afrin incidents starkly frame India’s free speech crisis

In Assam sixteen-year-old Nahid Afrin, the winner of a TV talent show, was all set to sing at an event. But as
many as 46 Muslim clerics issued a pamphlet warning against “anti-Sharia acts” performed near mosques and
madrasas. While the leaflet was not a fatwa, it is crystal-clear that the word of powerful religious elders, when
pitted against a lone teenager, would end up crushing her right to expression. But thankfully, the state swung to
her side. The Assam chief minister, the Union law minister and a chorus of other voices spoke for her,
defending her from the clerics.

Meanwhile, in Maharashtra, Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s Padmavati sets were torched with petrol bombs, by those
who bristle at the movie’s alleged portrayal of Padmini and Allauddin Khilji. Many Rajputs are emotionally
invested in the Padmini legend of female chastity and bravery. A Rajput group called Shri Rashtriya Rajput
Karni Sena had earlier assaulted Bhansali and vandalised his sets in Jaipur, and also broken mirrors at the
Chittorgarh fort. This incident of actual violence has not been condemned by the government yet. Instead, the
Rajasthan social justice minister has actually declared that the film would be vetted by the Karni Sena.The
Hindi film industry is arguably India’s pop-cultural glue and its biggest source of soft power. The state must
stand up for those who want to speak and sing and create, and back their individual rights against the ‘hurt
sentiments’ of Taliban-style community ‘representatives’. Instead, the Rajasthan government’s stand not only
legitimises vigilantism, it says that the custodians of tradition can actually dictate the bounds of art and
expression.

Free speech is a foundational value of the Indian republic, guaranteed by the Constitution. If a teenage singer
or a Bollywood costume drama are deemed reason enough to abridge the right to free expression, India is
looking at a dire future indeed. Bigotry on all sides, and whether emanating from Hindu, Muslim or caste
fundamentalisms, must be resisted by the state. In that sense, the difference in the Afrin and Bhansali cases is
also striking. By selectively invoking freedom of expression for Muslims, and disregarding it entirely when it
comes to the feelings of powerful Hindu groups, the ruling party is also sending a dangerous majoritarian
message. Given low per capita incomes, India’s hard power is limited. If its soft power too is degraded, what is
it left with?
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H gl AT g 3 =9 wq¢ 97 Aigarslt & AT gred it 3% a7 FIEal SATET g & 1= Tgl THATS Al gl GahdT g AThd Tg
w7E g TF 78 UF 9gw w0 ) vHAes o7 smEeiardEieans a1t F "l FHATAt F gt Aiaat aqrhT 39 A
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AR FEe 78 Y T W1 HIZATT o Fraet 7 e 981 vt 81 T T AfRaTd St & ST Faet qreriorh wreor
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FIHHTSIT HigATU AT | THE TgT FILO | ARAT Hl TGl BIF o HILUT Fg AR AT H ASTLHETST (AT 1T g 3T 3ve
TRUT % FEEY Aq9 gl (&AT SATAT g1 TS g FIAEIAT T I A1 T A o HITF gIaT gl FAWAT 1 FgdT g o6 T2l
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JOURNALISM OF COURAGE
Date: 16-03-17

For all, and one

Democracy is about numbers. Yet a democratic government must address
each citizen

There is a village named Inroak/Chinlak in Nancowry tehsil, Nicobar district of the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands. It is unusual because the Census 2011 tells us this village has only one resident. Sparse populations are
normal in that part of the country. East Island village in Diglipur (North and Middle Andaman district) has 16
residents. The numbers may not be as low as this, but villages with small populations (say, less than 200) are
found in other parts of the country too. The aggregate of such villages is around 90,000, with large numbers
concentrated in Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand, Odisha and Madhya
Pradesh.

Over time, such villages disappear; they grow uninhabited. Residents migrate to larger villages. What is the
government’s responsibility? We may quibble about the definition of core public goods and services. Whatever
be the definition, it is the government’s responsibility to ensure every citizen of the country, wherever he or she
happens to reside, obtains that core template of public goods and services.There is a village named Malacca,
also in Nancowry tehsil, with a relatively higher population of 158. The resident of Inroak/Chinlak can be told
— the government can’t provide goods and services for a single individual in your village; migrate to Malacca.
This may be a logical proposition. But it can’t be a moral one and it also violates the government’s
constitutional obligations. It is like saying, the government, with its limited resources, will develop enclaves
like Delhi and Mumbai, with better physical and social infrastructure; those who wish can migrate there.

In the 2014 elections, polling stations were set up for only two voters in some parts of Arunachal Pradesh — it’s
nodifferent for the core template of public goods and services. Article 280 of the Constitution is about the
Union Finance Commission. Article 280(2) states, “It shall be the duty of the Commission to make
recommendations to the President as to (a) the distribution between the Union and the States of the net
proceeds of taxes which are to be, or may be, divided between them under this Chapter and the allocation
between the States of the respective shares of such proceeds; (b) the principles which should govern the grants
in aid of the revenues of the States out of the Consolidated Fund of India”.

There is a difference between (a) and (b). The Constitution doesn’t define grants in aid. But we do get some
idea of the rationale for grants in aid from Article 275(1): “Such sums as Parliament may by law provide shall
be charged on the Consolidated Fund of India in each year as grants in aid of the revenues of such States as
Parliament may determine to be in need of assistance, and different sums may be fixed for different States:
Provided that there shall be paid out of the Consolidated Fund of India as grants in aid of the revenues of a
State such capital and recurring sums as may be necessary to enable that State to meet the costs of such
schemes of development as may be undertaken by the State with the approval of the Scheduled Tribes in that
State or raising the level of administration of the Scheduled Areas therein to that of the administration of the
rest of the areas of that State”.Notice the expression “costs of such schemes of development”. Perhaps the
Constitution felt no need to define grants in aid, because the idea was implicit in Article 142 of the Government
of India Act of 1935 and in a now-forgotten 1936 report titled the Otto Niemeyer Indian Financial Enquiry
Report. On tax devolution, this stated, one should “fix the scale of distribution partly on residence and partly
on population”. But also, “Some Provinces are intrinsically better off than others and at the moment less
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urgently in need of additional resources; and it is both fair and inevitable that a certain measure of corrective
should be applied, even if it means that Provinces which have been able to attain higher standards of
administration should now to some slight extent have to progress more slowly.”

In Article 280(2) of the Constitution, there is (a) and there is (b). Conceptually, (a) is formula-driven, but (b) is
about grants in aid. Through a formula and its weights, every Finance Commission tries to “reward” and
incentivise good performance by a state, based on indicators like tax effort and fiscal discipline. But it also tries
to factor in deprivation through indicators like population, geographical area and distance of average income
from mean — this is like splicing together two separate objectives. Though I mentioned Finance Commissions,
this was also true of devolution through the historical Planning Commission, formula-driven as well as
discretionary. But that’s history. With the plan versus non-plan distinction gone, all Union-state devolution
now devolves on the Finance Commission, apart from restructured Centrally sponsored schemes, which no
longer have a discretionary template, apart from some special dispensation for Northeastern and Himalayan
states and Union Territories.A Delhi mindset is deeply entrenched — how do we know states will be responsible
and not profligate? It is this controlling mindset that led to the proliferation of Centrally sponsored schemes
since the late 1960s. I have resisted part of my impulse to quote George Santayana. Here is what he says in The
Life of Reason: “Progress, far from consisting in change, depends on retentiveness.”

The writer is member, Niti Aayog. Views are personal

THE HINDU

Date: 16-03-17
‘Attacks on Indians isolated incidents’

Case discussed in detail, says Sushma

The recent hate attacks against members of the Indian community in the U.S. were isolated actions of a few
individuals and do not represent the sentiment of the American people towards India, External Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj said on Wednesday.Speaking in the Lok Sabha , Ms. Swaraj said the government has discussed
such attacks at the highest levels of diplomacy with the U.S. and has been assured of an investigation into the
causes behind the incidents.“People-to-people contacts are the foundation on which the India-U.S. strategic
partnership has been built. Broad sections of the American society have expressed their deep sorrow over these
incidents reassures us that despite these individual incidents, the American society values the people-to-people

engagement between our two countries,” said Ms. Swaraj in her statement.

A warm welcome

Ms. Swaraj, who made her first appearance in Parliament three months after she underwent a kidney
transplant, was greeted by her colleagues with a spontaneous applause.Ms. Swaraj said the U.S. had
condemned these attacks at the highest levels. “The Government has taken up this issue with the U.S.
Government at very high levels and conveyed our deep concerns. We have called for necessary measures to
ensure the safety of [the] Indian diaspora and expeditious investigation into these incidents.”The response
came after a series of attacks on Indians in the U.S.. In the first attack in Kansas on February 22, an IT
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professional, Srinivas Kuchibhotla, was shot dead. It also left his colleague injured. On March 2, Harnish Patel,
a U.S. national of Indian origin was shot dead in South Carolina. The third attack on March 4 injured Deep Rai.

Live
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