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Saffron Storm

This is BJP’s unipolar moment, but the party must make the best use of it

§ With the BJP landslide in UP, seen as a bastion for regional
parties such as SP and BSP, the tectonic plates of Indian politics
i have shifted. Of the other four state elections BJP also swept
Uttarakhand, made creditable progress in Manipur and suffered
from anti-incumbency in Punjab — where it was junior partner
to Akali Dal — and in Goa. If one combines these results with the
recent victory in Assam and Maharashtra civic elections —
where too the party did well — BJP has established its
- ascendancy in national politics where it is more powerful than
X ever before.

In UP, India’s pivotal state, BJP has performed the phenomenal feat of taking its vote share upto 40% from
15% in the last assembly election, close to three years after it came to power in the Centre. Among other things,
this could mean BJP is cruising smoothly on the expressway towards victory in Lok Sabha elections two years
hence. With BJP dwarfing other national parties one could even call it the new Congress. This is BJP’s unipolar
moment, recalling the days of Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira Gandhi when Congress dominated national
politics.Above all this UP election witnessed a de-Mandalisation of Indian politics — upending many of its
traditional postulates — as BJP attracted a fair number of non-Yadav OBC votes as well as non-Jatav Dalit votes
to achieve its sweeping victory. Moreover, parties calling themselves ‘secular’ often take it as an article of faith
that the path to election victory is by cultivating the minority vote, and this is best done by appealing to clerics
or otherwise conservative minority ‘leaders’. With too many parties playing the same game the minority vote
tends to split, while BJP is left alone to reap the benefits of majority consolidation.

That Prime Minister Narendra Modi campaigned successfully in UP on the strength of his own persona rather
than local leaders or CM candidates has drawn comparison to Indira Gandhi’s leadership style. Indeed, Modi’s
demonetisation drive has paralleled Indira Gandhi’s ‘garibi hatao’ and bank nationalisation drives in terms of
achieving a ‘pro-poor’ positioning for the PM, cutting across caste or sectional appeals. However, Modi must
now use the enhanced space and trust he has earned from Indians to different ends than Indira Gandhi. This
means ‘no’ to economic populism and ‘no’ to autocracy or majoritarianism. That is how the Congress empire

crumbled, there are important lessons to be learnt there.
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Magnanimity Becomes And Serves A Leader

Victorious PM did well to embrace inclusion

It is wholly welcome and appropriate that Prime Minister Narendra Modi
took the high moral ground in his victory speech on the eve of Holj,
delivered from the BJP party office. He stressed inclusion, political
morality, nation-building and national progress, hard work and his own
personal dedication to these goals. The only social division he spoke about
was in terms of class -the poor and the middle class. The poll-time
rhetoric of his predecessors having laid waste to the nation over the
preceding decades since Independence gave way to respectful acceptance
of their contributions. The PM did not deign to name his opponents, but
managed to make them look small, anyhow, setting them against the
backdrop of his grand vision for his party , to flourish as the largest in any
democracy , and for the country, to build a New India.

The political messaging for the BJP is twofold. At an organisational level, rally behind his own alter ego, Amit
Shah, the only BJP leader's name Mo di took in the course of his speech. At the level of ideology , shed its rough
ed ges. Those who voted for the BJP or did not vote for the BJP are all citi zens, for whose service people join
the BJP, said the prime minister. As the le ader of the nation, he would not discriminate against those who hold
a view different from his own. All this is wholly welcome. Yet, it would be disingenuous to read into Modi's
speech total removal of any room for confrontational politics. The nation is to be the new rallying point.
Implicit in this single-minded dedication to national glory is the rejection of those who stand in the way or are
deemed to stand in the way , or dare to see the nation differently from what the majority does.

We urge the prime minister to use the enormous political capital he has acquired to tackle immediate economic
challenges, such as restructuring the banking system, without which the economy cannot step up investment
and grow, while pursuing a political path of inclusion. Magnanimity in victory should elicit cooperation from
political opponents as well.
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AT TRT #AIY IALTES H TIaed FATAT ST o 918 T 3L T T TITAHAT A% Tl T ST A9 g1 THE T8l
ATCATT STaT 9Tt (AreraT) FAT oft 3T Taor & Zast "ie Straq § F18a7a dgi 2 gt of Sra«t & =0 o 39 9T *
T | e 78 STa 1 % ST Teaae 9= i FEw & U $ 7= |7 el 1 28 I g6 I qe e ST9Hd &
T H TS o <@ ST Tl gl AT T 6 T Tl TEIThd HLAT g [ JIGT T 397 § T 98 H& o 7T g S AT
THATAT TSI Gd g1 FIUE Hl GoI1d § SOd HeAT ST a7 a97 AR § 9 969 9 & & &9 § 39| grAiieh qiar
ST ST AT 7 3L T H ST ST GTHA i SHNT TAAT H FIUE T TIH IRl &1 9T 7T &l
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ATSTAT &1 FeA 312 HIST 9T ST (oAl SHT qW 2012 % A9 (4G TZMT | 265 Hiel FHT TR AT ITLTEE § 91T 7 57
HTE ST 2 STt TR 3 HSTad hl| 39T 9 § ATSTT 6l TRl AT 37 FHEH T ARMATL G209 T2 AgGH 647
ST FhdT gl UHT F2 FoTg ¢ (oreh Ford ST T FATH o AATST 36 AT ATHRYT T g 8| TEAF g T2 a9 2014 F AH
T H Tedt s it qoar § off aga aga¥ €1 59 ah AT H ATRHAT § 70 "Hiet a2 sfia et of| 97 v Savee
SUATed gl WTEAR 9% UFh UH 15T | ST AT UI-I(07d § IASAT gl & T STl ST ST e a1 a6 gl
QT TATHATR UHT (AT & T AT ATET 8T THIH ART 6l ATETEd T § 96 g1 T 6 79 § 9 U dgav,
THZ ST ATHRTEAT § AL TAST AT IFHIE SR H FIHATT Tg| IThT T S 15T TAT HT OTANT SISTIT 6 87 § AT <77
SIATTh UHT TRt Aal gIT| e SAATAT ST T %0l ST HIGT ST IeAehT ITET o oI strareaeh off Fifeh orar 3eeht fAvITg
¥ 2019 F ATH FATT UL & 73 ATHAAT HIE IHE 9T 7 T 2014 i1 5T § srgw sy Frars of) sufs fif fafor
FIO1 | T AT AT o AT T gl ool TGl  ahefl I 3 ATerF JreT ST 2| A g AT F STl AT AT H 1
A ST F I H I T 21 A IT9 T2 ITHIT AT 92 T ¢ 3 a5 onfds 9= o2 a7 Teee F47| T894 3, TSAT,
TaTEST AT forear sirfe & oo 21

7g 3P off ZRMT FF AT o St 91t =0 9 T iTa e 9ot &1 SETHTT Fed g0 1 STl &l # &g TSI el
F( THH AT @AEATT 92 &A1 e, T T@d gu [aasfl [Haer & &= &l 3T a9TT, Fof & a1 § T Sl 6l gred
TETIAT ATS ATHA §| ATEaal & Fad Al S oF A § U 48 § TR w07 g1 UH | T8H Fl Tg T (0o
THAT ¢ T a8 el 9 92 90 (8 F gHATIY ¥ AIATU| THF FATAT a8 AT TTATEAT AT 1AL T Gaefl FgH
FRITATE IST ThdT 21 THR THTAL g1 AATTATI et 7 Hiwa Fohar sroem =g &= a1 @& 79 & 2R & @rer
G H L 39T HT TeTHHAT T3, 7 T et v T 2o srorar et @ o &7 97e w2 aTel a9arT F|

ey —
JH1EId ]
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farer AT o Tameiamar FEHT & I BT Tae Tt i TaTaaal Tieg JIal Gf ST § A1 Sesd sl Tsreni g I1=7 |
AT TET g G| T GTATT AT Fareht H orrsad fA2rer siie €erd &7 A1e2ar a7 g HIar T Siaeargiy feiid
ST U ATt A fAw T e i Tg 7 g, e s afth-aeaet § awear e gr @ I SEeA-ATAT AT T5
afere g1 AIer o TUH a9 F 918 4719 I 736 I 39 o aer foreft oft €9 % SI1 9 g1 1992 H ST 29 F &= qur
T Farel TATAT U I, IHeh J1 A48 HIGT AT & Tgol TITTHAT &, ST el ST Tg &1 THOT ST THd T gieaT
#1 feTT 39 J1Y aw TR oY ST & e v €, 399 anar 8 T atsrm uforr & v o A e aF gF Hfifea
TR SR UAT g7 AT TRTOrEd I o I 91 &0 ST I A1 Tal ©, SHeh TaATd o Hohd g T T THSA hl Lot T
AT T ST AT AT FR{TEd I o F=UT o T THAT STAT o o707 Fgi 997 A7 FLd | TSI o 97 6 50 ATAT T
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AT TRTOrEde a7 STIAT JWa AT 9T 377 T8 Fl AR 397 JIAAT AT| Tat a91g Tl § o STHIVHT 3% 40T & qara &
AT F THSH bl T HIAAT &1, AT hored i Taea T SaeeTgia 51 U< ST 99+ a7 Tgar1 ol =fadr iy et
e fRferedie s AT & FdT TTE SATET T et SESITie o1 R oftd Tg % are Faaw T 1 afige ofF
FETAT g1 WL o AT A ZAIT AT TASAAT | AT TIATT AT 8, ST 3o AT AT FT ML T TATET FAT gl T
FIFAT FT AHT AT, ALTHUH 317 THTA & A4 H Ggd THAATG 8| AA-SEHE a1 AT SEATHT Aqraateaal 4
o ) gEvTe & HarTtes SeaTd &7 TgAr oY Begell a1 ¥ 99 g1 TATq |1 T SeATH F @<l gl od: AT 900 a0l
FEAT AENI g ATSTAT-H9 FT g ATAT THEA 6 Vi FhTa TaT FATl 211991 § g2 ST oifd a1aT oY o a4d « 918
THTA % Ui qead 290 w1 ff ¥ aaet a7 g forar-weht ager qieers 2ot 3 = o1oar w9 &1 s F forg gfaerat
TE TRl gl TH S ATH T I AT 81 T@T gl UF 3T THal T7d, FHaT 7 FHd SE AT 9ga 39 8, S 240,
HITAT 3T ATHTH % BTATHTE TSH (ESTedT T TH &5 § THTF Fl el & [0 THTA AT GHAT F7 7 21 U § qAa F
Tg AT FAT T AT AR 6 98 Toree fir firma a2 fhRfoed= &1 awed= Fear w@? a9 € frfoedh= e F#ase
TEAT AT ET gl TH o9 THEA AaHaTg ¥ HATs 0 oA4H &A1 § A & (o0 ITART TgAR(T AT ol g1 o
TRforedie & wia SEifas agrgaiaqel Fiid il SATagTd T3 Hil ST AMGT| THI % q7F THed  ATAGIIE Ted[TdH
Taer g it fRem ® sgar =rfu




