
 

The parent trap 

Maneka Gandhi has no business worrying about the hormones of adult 
college-going women 

autonomy that is their due as adult citizens.

Some private professional colleges are extreme in their policing 
surveilled, and allowed to leave campus only accompanied by vetted relatives. The university sees itself as a 
transit stop between a woman’s parental and marital home, and takes on the role of policing her sexuality and 
‘safety’. Who set them up in that role?If the concern is sexual threat and assault in public spaces, then it cannot 
be addressed by curbing women’s access to public space or cloistering them away. If the concern is consensual 
sexual activity, then the minister has no business curbing the hormones of any adult woman or man, equal 
citizens who can vote, drive, be tried as adults, and are constitutionally accepted to be in full possession of their 
own selves. That controlling, patriarchal mindset has no place in a m

Democracy remains the key to women’s equality

International Women’s Day serves to remind us, lost, as we tend to be, in the
goal of equality that has not only not been achieved ever since it was recognised as a vital part of social 
emancipation but appears as remote today as it was a decade ago.Gender equality should not be the concern of 
women alone, but of all citizens who want to live in a democratic polity and an equitable society. Sure, this 
cannot be achieved by dedicating one day to the cause. But that one day should serve to re
agenda towards equality and rededicate
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Maneka Gandhi has no business worrying about the hormones of adult 

The minister for women and child welfare, Maneka Gandhi, has clearly 
mixed up her mandate. She evidently disregards the welfare of young 
women, by treating them like children who must be minded by others. 
When asked about the curfews that discriminate against college
women, Gandhi said that as a parent she would want a lakshman rekha 
to protect from their own “hormonal outbursts”.While she said she 
would want a curfew for young men too, that does not address the 
paternalist flaw in her attitude.Women have struggled to access 
education, and then to fight the patriarchal protection racket on 
campus – one that punishes them, the victims, in the name of their 
own safety. This statement comes at a time when the Pinjra Tod
movement, beginning with Delhi University, has been fighting 
dormitory restrictions for young women, agitating for the mobility and 

autonomy that is their due as adult citizens. 

Some private professional colleges are extreme in their policing – women are denied phones, are constantly 
surveilled, and allowed to leave campus only accompanied by vetted relatives. The university sees itself as a 
transit stop between a woman’s parental and marital home, and takes on the role of policing her sexuality and 

y’. Who set them up in that role?If the concern is sexual threat and assault in public spaces, then it cannot 
be addressed by curbing women’s access to public space or cloistering them away. If the concern is consensual 

as no business curbing the hormones of any adult woman or man, equal 
citizens who can vote, drive, be tried as adults, and are constitutionally accepted to be in full possession of their 
own selves. That controlling, patriarchal mindset has no place in a modern nation. It’s 2017, after all

                                        

Democracy remains the key to women’s equality

International Women’s Day serves to remind us, lost, as we tend to be, in the hurly
goal of equality that has not only not been achieved ever since it was recognised as a vital part of social 
emancipation but appears as remote today as it was a decade ago.Gender equality should not be the concern of 
women alone, but of all citizens who want to live in a democratic polity and an equitable society. Sure, this 
cannot be achieved by dedicating one day to the cause. But that one day should serve to re
agenda towards equality and rededicate every organisation to this goal. 
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                                                   Date: 08-03-17 

Maneka Gandhi has no business worrying about the hormones of adult 

The minister for women and child welfare, Maneka Gandhi, has clearly 
mixed up her mandate. She evidently disregards the welfare of young 
women, by treating them like children who must be minded by others. 

the curfews that discriminate against college-going 
women, Gandhi said that as a parent she would want a lakshman rekha 
to protect from their own “hormonal outbursts”.While she said she 
would want a curfew for young men too, that does not address the 

Women have struggled to access 
education, and then to fight the patriarchal protection racket on 

one that punishes them, the victims, in the name of their 
own safety. This statement comes at a time when the Pinjra Tod 
movement, beginning with Delhi University, has been fighting 
dormitory restrictions for young women, agitating for the mobility and 

denied phones, are constantly 
surveilled, and allowed to leave campus only accompanied by vetted relatives. The university sees itself as a 
transit stop between a woman’s parental and marital home, and takes on the role of policing her sexuality and 

y’. Who set them up in that role?If the concern is sexual threat and assault in public spaces, then it cannot 
be addressed by curbing women’s access to public space or cloistering them away. If the concern is consensual 

as no business curbing the hormones of any adult woman or man, equal 
citizens who can vote, drive, be tried as adults, and are constitutionally accepted to be in full possession of their 

odern nation. It’s 2017, after all.
 

                                             Date: 08-03-17 

Democracy remains the key to women’s equality 

hurly-burly of daily toil, of a vital 
goal of equality that has not only not been achieved ever since it was recognised as a vital part of social 
emancipation but appears as remote today as it was a decade ago.Gender equality should not be the concern of 
women alone, but of all citizens who want to live in a democratic polity and an equitable society. Sure, this 
cannot be achieved by dedicating one day to the cause. But that one day should serve to re-examine the work 
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In India, the next step towards gender justice varies, depending 
on one’s location. In some parts, it is ending female foeticide 
and getting girls into schools. In some circles, it is progressing 
to paternity leave. In some religions, it is ending bias rooted in 
personal law, in others, it is bringing tradition and practice in 
line with reformed laws. In a place like Nagaland, customary 
law precludes women from political leadership, putting it at 
odds with the basic spirit of the Constitution. Unlike in 
countries with a relatively more even spread of social 
development, in India, the relative liberation of working 
women, especially those in the organised sector, from the 
drudgery of unpaid, unrecognised domestic work comes at the 

expense of less fortunate women, who are still redeemed from abject poverty by the menial jobs they perform 
at other people’s homes.But all women live under the shadow of sexual violence in India, whether actresses, 
call centre executives working late in the office or returning home at dusk, rural women stepping out to relieve 
themselves or just about any woman deemed, as per the norms of patriarchal tradition, to be transgressing 
codes of propriety in terms of dress, place, time or the gender of her companion.Yes, there are horrid acid 
attacks by spurned men, but there are also women who increasingly break the glass ceiling or fight back against 
sexual harassment at the workplace. Stronger democracy is what all women need, along with men.

 

Date: 08-03-17 

Don’t link school meals to Aadhaar 

Requiring schoolchildren turning up for their midday meal to 
flash their Aadhaar cards is absurd. Aadhaar makes sense in 
many subsidy schemes, because by transferring cash to the 
intended beneficiary’s bank account, much fraud and waste can 
be eliminated. But this would not work with the midday meal 
scheme implemented nationwide in 2008. 

If the aim is simply to make sure that more and more people 
enrol in Aadhaar, this would be the wrong way to go about it. 
Without coercion, more than a billion Indians have already 
obtained their Aadhaar numbers. Forcing young children to 
enrol themselves for Aadhaar to get their free meal at school 
would make any kind of sense only if the idea was to transfer 

money to the beneficiaries, instead of serving them a wholesome meal. But cash will not do in this case.The 
midday meal scheme has multiple goals. It incentivises attendance, whatever the standard of teaching. Some 
teachers do teach and the improvement in attendance after the midday meal scheme came into place, has done 
more good than bad. Transferring cash, in the hope that the money would be spent on a nutritional meal for 
the child, does not guarantee either the meal or school attendance. 

If Aadhaar and cash transfers, in place of midday meals, are inflicted on poor and very young Indians, it would 
mean backtracking from two other goals. Midday meals make children mix with others from different 
backgrounds. It is also a way to break down barriers of caste and religion differences that infest society today.A 
meal shared among kids, irrespective of what neighbourhood or mohalla they have come from, and irrespective 
of the caste or community of the cook, can break down artificial walls set up by the Manusmriti or new, divisive 
politics. Aadhaar-linked transfers are not everything.
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                                                       Date: 08-03-17 

ब कग सकंट स ेिनजात क  या ह  नीितया?ं 

मजबूत कंपिनय  को अिधक स ेअिधक ऋण दनेे और भारतीय रजव बक के ज री सुधार  को लाग ूकरने स ेब कग संकट स ेिनपटा जा सकता 

ह।ै िव तार से बता रह ेह अजय शाह नोटबंदी और बजट पर चचा अब कमोबेश समा  हो रही ह।ै व  आ गया ह ै क अथ व था को द त द े

रह ेअ य मसल  पर बात क  जाए। मसलन िनवेश म ठहराव, सरकार का ठीक स ेकाम न करना, बैलस शीट क  द त और मुनाफे क  सम या 

ने कंपिनय  को द त म डाल रखा ह।ै बक  क  बैलस शीट तनाव म ह।ै वतन एजिसय  के वहार ने िनजी े  को जाम कर रखा ह।ै फौरी 

उपाय नाकाम हो गए ह और गहरे सुधार  का कोई िवक प नह  ह।ै ब कग े  म ा  सकंट के िलए तमाम तरह के हल तािवत ह। 

सरकारी बक  के िवलय स ेकोई बदलाव नह  आने वाला ह।ै एक बड़ा सरकारी बैड बक (फंसी ई प रसंपि य  का पनुगठन करने वाला 

सं थान) राजनीितक प स ेबेहतर िवक प ह ैले कन वह अिधक गहरी सम या हल नह  करता। गैर ब कग िव ीय े  के गितरोध दरू करना 

बेहतर होगा और साथ ही अथ व था का ऐसे व  पर समथन करना भी जब क बक ऋण म इजाफा नह  हो रहा होगा। इसके साथ ही 

आरबीआई सुधार  को अंजाम दनेा भी बेहतर होगा। दशे म बक  क  सम या यह ह ै क इनम गलितय  को िछपाने क  वृि  ह।ै ले कन इस 

बुरी खबर पर लंब ेसमय से यान नह  दया जा रहा ह।ै अब इस बात को लकेर लगातार समझ बढ़ रही ह ै क अ छे और मजबूत िव ीय 

ि थित वाल ेबक  को अंगुिलय  पर िगना जा सकता ह।ै जब क शेष भारतीय ब कग व था या तो दवािलया होने क  ि थित म ह ैया फर 

उनके पास पया  इ टी पूंजी नह  ह।ै एक बुरे बक का टेट बक म िवलय तो टेट बक क  इ टी पूंजी का काफ  िह सा जाएगा। अगर बक क  

बंधन मता  क  मदद स ेउसक  इ टी पूंजी का इ तेमाल कया जाए तो दशे को लाभ ही होगा बजाय क उसक  मदद से नाकाम हो चकेु 

बक  को उबारने क  कोिशश।  

कंपनी कानून और सेबी के िनयमन क  बदौलत वतक  के िलए सावजिनक अंशधारक  के िहत  के साथ समझौता करना खासा मिु कल होता 

जा रहा ह।ै ऐस ेम हम टेट बक के सावजिनक अंशधारक  को यह बात कैस ेसमझाएंग े क यह उनके पैस ेका सव म इ तेमाल था? िनजी े  

म िवलय स ेमू यवधन हो सकता ह ै य क वहा ंआकार मायने रखता ह।ै उदाहरण के िलए अगर दो उ म  म स े येक म 100 कमचारी ह 

िजनम 10-10 आईटी कमचारी ह तो िवलय के बाद बने बक म केवल 15 आईटी कमचारी ह गे। ऐस ेम पाचं पद समा  कए जा सकते ह। ऐसा 

पुनगठन सावजिनक े  के िहत म ह।ै सबस ेबड़ा मसला लंबी अविध स ेसंबंिधत ह।ै अ य सरकारी उ म  का सफर जानकारी परक ह।ै 

वीएसएनएल, सीएमसी और यूटीआई का अंतत: िनजीकरण कर दया गया। एमटीएनएल, बीएसएनएल और एयर इंिडया क  अ ासंिगकता 

को भी इस बात स ेसमझा जा सकता ह।ै भिव य म हम िजस हद तक कुछ सरकारी बक  का िनजीकरण कर सक  वही बेहतर होगा। छोटे 

उ म  का िनजीकरण आसान होता ह।ै इस दिृ ï स ेदखे तो सरकारी बक  का आकार छोटा रखना ही बेहतर। दशे के ब कग े  म करीब 30 

फ सदी संपि या ंफंसी ई ह। 

 ले कन बड़ा सरकारी बैड बक फंसी ई संपि  क  खरीद वा तिवक मू य पर करेगा। ऐस ेम शु आत से ही इसक  हालत खराब रहगेी। िव  

मं ालय करदाता  के पैस ेका इ तेमाल अगल े10 वष तक इसक  भरपाई म करेगा। बैड बक इसक  ब त बड़ी लागत करदाता  पर डालेगा। 

कोई नह  जानता ह ै क यह सम या कतनी बड़ी ह?ै अगर हम यह मान ल क 70 फ सदी नुकसान होगा और फंसी ई प रसपंि  100 खरब 

पय ेक  ह ैतो करदाता  स ेकहा जाएगा क वे 70 खरब पये चकुाएं। जािहर सी बात ह ै क करदाता  को छोड़कर हर कोई बैड बक को 

पसंद करता ह।ै आरबीआई को भी यह पसंद ह ैऔर इसिलए तमाम पाप मा कर दए गए ह। कसी तरह का कोई आरबीआई सुधार नह  
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कया गया और करदाता  को एक बार फर दशे क  ब कग व था क  सफाई करने क  िज मेदारी द ेदी जाती ह।ै जािहर ह ैहम एक बार 

फर अगल ेब कग सकंट क  तैयारी कर लेनी चािहए। बक  को भी यह समान वजह से पसंद ह।ै यानी सबकुछ भूल-भालकर एक बार फर 

अगल ेब कग सकंट क  तैयारी करना। दशे के मौजूदा वतक  को भी यह पसंद आता ह।ै उनक  िव ीय सकंट म फंसदी कंपिनय  को दवािलया 

होने क  या स ेनह  गुजारा जात, इसके बजाय उनको अगल ेएक दशक तक के िलए कसी न कसी सरकारी बक स ेमदद िमल जाती ह।ै हम 

एक ऐसी ब कग व था स ेजझूना ह ैजो मौजूदा व था को जारी रखने क  िहमायती है। बैड बक दरअसल करदाता  के पैस ेका दु पयोग 

भर ह।ै यह सुधार  का दबाव ख म करके दशे के िव ीय तनाव म इजाफा ही करेगा। हम सम या  को उनके जड़ म जाकर ख म करना होगा, 

बजाय क करदाता  स ेयह मागं करते रहने के क वे घाट ेक  भरपाई कर और ब कग े  बार-बार उसी सकंट के िशकार होते रह 

। आगे क  राह या ह ैयह जानने के िलए एक दो ख वाली नीित अपनाने क  आव यकता ह।ै इसका पहला त व ह ैदशे क  अथ व था क  

िव ीय सम या  को हल करना। िनजी े  के बक ऋण क  बात कर तो उसम ब त धीमी गित से िवकास हो रहा ह।ै इसका एक िवसंगत 

िह सा दवािलया होने वाली फम  क  ओर जाता ह।ै इससे अ छी कंपिनय  को ऋण नह  िमल पाता। अ छी कंपिनय  के िलए अिधक ऋण 

जुटाना होगा। इसके िलए चार गैर ब कग चैनल खोलने ह गे। ये ह पूंजी लखेा का उदारीकरण, एनबीएफसी, बॉ ड बाजार और तनाव त 

प रसंपि  फंड (एआरसी)। िव ीय े  सुधार क  मदद स ेइन किमय  को सुधारा जा सकता ह।ै दसूरा त व है आरबीआई सुधार। आिखर हम 

हर दशक म ब कग सकंट का सामना य  करना पड़ता ह?ै बक आिखर खराब ऋण दकेर हमशेा सकंट म य  पड़ जाते ह? इसक  वजह ह ै क 

ब कग िनयमन क  तकनीक  िवफलता और आरबीआई क  िनगरानी।आरबीआई बोड के काम म भी सम या ह।ै िनयम बनाने क  या, 

लाइस सग और जाचं क  या और दिंडत करने क  अ घ याियक या। आरबीआई ने एफएसएलआरसी हडबुक को लागू करने क  बात 

कही ले कन या वयन के मोच पर कुछ नह  आ। आरबीआई के कामकाज और उसक  भूिमका म सुधार क  आव यकता ह।ै उसे अपने दो 

मखु काम  मू य ि थरता और बक  क  मजबूती पर यान दनेा चािहए। आरबीआई सुधार क  या पाचं वष क  ह।ै इतनी अविध म एक 

मजबूत बै कग व था हािसल हो सकती ह।ै तब िनजी और िवदशेी बक  के िनबाध वेश क  व था संभव होगी। जब क गैर बै कग चैनल 

खोलने संबंधी पहला त व 2017 म ही प रणाम द ेसकता है

 

Date: 08-03-17 

अदालती मामल  के व रत िनपटान पर देना होगा यान 

दशे के नए मु य यायाधीश के शु आती ह त  के कामकाज पर उ तम यायालय के व र  अिधव ा  क  पारखी नजर लगी रहती ह।ै 

इसक  वजह केवल सुनाए जान ेवाल े फैसल ेही नह  होते ह बि क इसस ेअिधव ा यह अंदाजा भी लगाने क  कोिशश करते ह क कसी 

यायाधीश का झान कस तरफ ह।ै हर कोई जानता ह ै क हवा क  दशा म नाव चलाना अिधक आसान होता ह।ैउस पमैाने से दखे तो उ तम 

यायालय के व र  अिधव ा नए मु य यायाधीश ज ेएस खहेड़ क  कायशलैी को दखेकर अिधक आ त नह  ए ह गे। वजह यह ह ै क 

यायमू त खेहड़ लगातार नए-नए मानदडं बनाने के इ छुक दख रह ेह। मु य यायाधीश क  अ य ता वाला पीठ अब परुाने फैसल  पर कोई 

थगन दनेे के बजाय एक सुनवाई म ही उनका िनपटारा कर द ेरहा ह।ै 

 ह के मामल ेलेकर आने वाल ेयािचय  पर जमुाना लगान ेका फैसला तो काफ  नाटक य रहा ह।ै िबहार के एक पूव िवधायक ने 23 साल पहल े

छपी एक खबर के बारे म िशकायत क  तो पीठ ने अदालत का व  खराब करने का दोषी पाते ए उन पर 10 लाख पये का अथदडं लगा 

दया। मु य यायाधीश ने िविभ  मामल  म सरकार का प  रखने वाल ेवक ल  स ेपूरी तैयारी के साथ आने क  िहदायत दतेे ए कहा ह ै क 
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बार-बार थगन मांगने पर उनके िखलाफ कड़ी कारवाई क  जाएगी। उ तम यायालय म सबस ेअिधक यािचकाए ंसरकारी िवभाग  क  तरफ 

स ेही दायर क  जाती ह ले कन सुनवाई के समय सरकारी वक ल नदारद नजर आते ह। जब यायालय को यह पता चला क िवदशे स ेलाए गए 

खतरनाक अविश  को भारतीय बंदरगाह  पर खपाने के मु  ेपर 1995 म दायर एक यािचका पर सरकार ने अभी तक कोई िव तृत जवाब नह  

दािखल कया ह ैतो उसने कड़ी नाराजगी जािहर क । यायमू त खेहड़ के इस स त रवैये क  चपेट म कॉप रेट जगत भी आया ह।ै उ ह ने कहा 

क कसी भी कानूनी मचं स ेअपने िखलाफ अंत रम आदशे जारी होने के बाद इन कंपिनय  म उ तम यायालय स ेअपील करने क  वृि  

दखेने को िमलती ह।ै िपछल ेसाल ही एक पीठ ने अदालत का समय खराब करने के िलए तीन कंपिनय  पर 25 लाख पये का जमुाना लगाया 

था। ले कन ऐसा लगता है क हालात म कोई खास बदलाव नह  आ ह।ै लोकतांि क संवैधािनक व था म उ तम यायालय को सबस े

अिधक शि शाली माना जाता ह।ै हवाला केस, 2जी पे म घोटाला और कोयला घोटाला जसै ेमामल ेसरकार  के पतन क  वजह बने ह। 

हाल ही म अ ा मकु क  अंत रम महासिचव शिशकला को आय स ेअिधक संपि  मामल ेम दोषी ठहराने के फैसल ेने भी तिमलनाडु म बड़ी 

िसयासी हलचल पैदा कर दी थी। इसिलए ापक राजनीित असर पदैा करने क  आशंका वाल े मामल  म अदालत  को भी काफ  

संवेदनशीलता दखानी चािहए। अगर उ तम यायालय ने शिशकला स ेसंबंिधत मामल ेम एक तकसंगत समय के भीतर फैसला सुना दया 

होता तो हालात इतने खराब नह  ए रहते।  

सव  यायालय म इस मामल ेक  सुनवाई िपछल ेसाल 7 जून को ही पूरी हो गई थी ले कन फैसला सुनाने म आठ महीने का लंबा व  लग 

गया। अदालती मामल  के िनपटारे के िलए उ  यायालय  को जो समय-सीमा दी गई ह ैखुद उ तम यायालय को भी उसका पालन करना 

चािहए।अिनल राय बनाम िबहार सरकार वाद म सव  अदालत ने कहा था क अगर मामल ेक  सुनवाई पूरी होने के तीन महीने के भीतर 

फैसला नह  आता ह ैतो याची अदालत स ेयह अपील कर सकता ह ै क फैसला ज द सुनाया जाए। अगर सुनवाई परूी होने के छह महीने बाद 

भी कोई फैसला नह  आता ह ैतो फर उस मामल ेक  सुनवाई कसी और पीठ के सुपदु करने क  बात भी उस च चत फैसल ेम कही गई थी। 

ले कन शिशकला मामल ेने सािबत कर दया क खुद उ तम यायालय भी अपने ही बनाए िनयम  का पालन नह  कर रहा ह।ै  

 उ तम यायालय ने िपछल ेसाल दायर क  गई उस अपील को खा रज कर दया था िजसम सुरि त रख ेगए फैसल  क  सं या और उनक  

अविध के बारे म जानकारी उपल ध कराने को कहा गया था। हालां क कुछ उ  यायालय तय क  गई समय-सीमा का पालन कर रह ेह और 

सुनवाई परूी होने के बाद फैसला सुनाने म अिधक दरे नह  लगा रह ेह। आम तौर पर सुनवाई परूी होने के एक महीने के भीतर उ  यायालय  

म फैसल ेसुना दए जा रह ेह।  उ तम यायालय म एक और अलग वृि  भी दखेने को िमलती ह।ै कसी यायाधीश क  सेवािनवृि  का समय 

नजदीक आते ही अचानक फैसल ेसुनाने क  गित तेज हो जाती ह।ै संिवधान पीठ स ेजुड़े कुछ यायाधीश  ने तो बाकायदा  

इस पर आपि  जताते ए अलग फैसल ेभी दए ह। उनका कहना ह ै क अचानक फैसल ेसुनाने क  दर बढऩे स ेवे फैसल  के मसौद ेको भी ठीक 

स ेनह  पढ़ पाते ह।मु य यायाधीश को व रत सुनवाई करने के साथ ही फैसला सुनाने म भी तेजी लाने पर यान दनेा चािहए। परुाने मामल  

क  सुनवाई म तेजी लाना भी उनक  ाथिमकता म होना चािहए। उ तम यायालय के सामने करीब 61,000 ऐस ेमामले ह जो कई दशक 

पुराने ह। सिंवधान पीठ के सम  भी सुनवाई के िलए करीब 50 मामल ेलंिबत ह। सिंवधान पीठ म कम-स-ेकम पांच यायाधीश  क  मौजूदगी 

अिनवाय होती ह।ै संवैधािनक मह व वाल ेिवषय  पर सुनवाई के िलए बड़ ेपीठ को सुपुद कए गए मामल  क  भी अ छी खासी सं या ह।ै 

उ तम यायालय को िपछल ेह ते पाचं नए यायाधीश िमल ेह। उ मीद क  जा सकती ह ै क यायाधीश  क  सं या 28 होने के बाद उ तम 

यायालय अब अिधक तेजी स ेमामल  का िनपटारा कर पाएगा। मु य यायाधीश खेहड़ को इस ि थित का लाभ उठाते ए एक अिमट छाप 

छोडऩी चािहए।
 



 

Choppy waters, unsure

Indian Ocean regionalism will need India’s impetus, but Delhi does not 
seem up to the task 

and due to the negative impact of the Cold War. Today, the IORA underlin
own future.Pragmatists will insist that the IORA’s success would depend, to a large extent, upon what the 
middle powers of the Indian Ocean littoral, like Indonesia, Australia and India, can do. Together the three 
countries have already breathed new life into an organisation that few had heard of. Those who did had taken 
IORA for dead. 

It was India that took the diplomatic initiative at the beginning of this decade to revive the moribund idea of 
Indian Ocean regionalism. That move suggested that Delhi’s sea
recognition of the nation’s maritime imperative. India’s growing sea
the Indian Ocean compelled Delhi to pay greater attention t
littoral.As it began to reinvest in Indian Ocean regionalism, the Indian Ocean forum identified some priority 
areas, including maritime safety and security, trade and investment facilitation, fisheries m
risk management, and promotion of tourism. If the new found interest in Delhi put the IORA back on the 
regional agenda, Australia that took the baton from India in 2013 as the chair of the forum gave it a new name 
and fresh energy. It helped rechristen the forum that was known until then as the Indian Ocean Rim 
Association for Regional Cooperation (IOR
activities. 

Jakarta, which took over from Canberra in 2015, deserves credit for
One of the main outcomes is expected to be a “Jakarta Accord” that will define a broad framework to promote 
peace and prosperity in the Indian Ocean. The leaders are also likely to identify an action plan of spe
that could be implemented in the near term. The summit is also likely to approve an agreement to strengthen 
counter-terrorism cooperation in the littoral.
challenging task ahead. The ideas of regional and global integration that held sway since the turn of the 1990s 
has taken some beating amidst the resurgence of the dark forces of de
had guaranteed the regional security order after the withdrawal
looks terribly distracted. Internal turbulence in the littoral, especially in the Middle East, has unleashed forces 
of violent extremism that bring anarchy and instability. Pessimists would say the reviva
come a little too late and brings too little to drive the littoral’s future. While Indonesia, Australia and other 
middle powers are important players in the Indian Ocean, their regionalist priorities are elsewhere. As the 
largest economy and biggest military power, it is largely up to India to shape the future of Indian Ocean 
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Choppy waters, unsure navigator 

Indian Ocean regionalism will need India’s impetus, but Delhi does not 

 This week’s gathering of the Indian Ocean leaders in Jakarta 
has drawn a mixed reaction. Optimists see the Jakarta 
summit of the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) as a 
“game changer”. For the pessimists, the IORA is a talki
shop that is unlikely to turn the diverse littoral into a coherent 
region.Realists will concede that IORA is not yet a credible 
regional institution. Yet, they would also acknowledge that its 
existence is a reminder of the untapped potential of Indian 
Ocean regionalism. Nearly five decades ago, in the aftermath 
of decolonisation, the attempt to bring together the Indian 
Ocean states faltered amidst deep divisions within the littoral 

and due to the negative impact of the Cold War. Today, the IORA underlines the region’s agency in shaping its 
Pragmatists will insist that the IORA’s success would depend, to a large extent, upon what the 

middle powers of the Indian Ocean littoral, like Indonesia, Australia and India, can do. Together the three 
ntries have already breathed new life into an organisation that few had heard of. Those who did had taken 

It was India that took the diplomatic initiative at the beginning of this decade to revive the moribund idea of 
m. That move suggested that Delhi’s sea-blindness was finally giving way to a belated 

recognition of the nation’s maritime imperative. India’s growing sea-borne trade and a historic power shift in 
the Indian Ocean compelled Delhi to pay greater attention to securing a sustainable regional order in the vast 

As it began to reinvest in Indian Ocean regionalism, the Indian Ocean forum identified some priority 
areas, including maritime safety and security, trade and investment facilitation, fisheries m
risk management, and promotion of tourism. If the new found interest in Delhi put the IORA back on the 
regional agenda, Australia that took the baton from India in 2013 as the chair of the forum gave it a new name 

elped rechristen the forum that was known until then as the Indian Ocean Rim 
Association for Regional Cooperation (IOR-ARC) and brought some urgency and intensity to the IORA’s 

Jakarta, which took over from Canberra in 2015, deserves credit for hosting the first ever summit of the forum. 
One of the main outcomes is expected to be a “Jakarta Accord” that will define a broad framework to promote 
peace and prosperity in the Indian Ocean. The leaders are also likely to identify an action plan of spe
that could be implemented in the near term. The summit is also likely to approve an agreement to strengthen 

terrorism cooperation in the littoral.As the “ugly ducking” of regional institutions, IORA has a 
eas of regional and global integration that held sway since the turn of the 1990s 

has taken some beating amidst the resurgence of the dark forces of de-globalisation in the West. America, that 
had guaranteed the regional security order after the withdrawal of the British from the littoral in the late 1960s 
looks terribly distracted. Internal turbulence in the littoral, especially in the Middle East, has unleashed forces 
of violent extremism that bring anarchy and instability. Pessimists would say the reviva
come a little too late and brings too little to drive the littoral’s future. While Indonesia, Australia and other 
middle powers are important players in the Indian Ocean, their regionalist priorities are elsewhere. As the 

and biggest military power, it is largely up to India to shape the future of Indian Ocean 
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Indian Ocean regionalism will need India’s impetus, but Delhi does not 

This week’s gathering of the Indian Ocean leaders in Jakarta 
has drawn a mixed reaction. Optimists see the Jakarta 
summit of the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) as a 
“game changer”. For the pessimists, the IORA is a talking 
shop that is unlikely to turn the diverse littoral into a coherent 
region.Realists will concede that IORA is not yet a credible 
regional institution. Yet, they would also acknowledge that its 
existence is a reminder of the untapped potential of Indian 

cean regionalism. Nearly five decades ago, in the aftermath 
of decolonisation, the attempt to bring together the Indian 
Ocean states faltered amidst deep divisions within the littoral 

es the region’s agency in shaping its 
Pragmatists will insist that the IORA’s success would depend, to a large extent, upon what the 

middle powers of the Indian Ocean littoral, like Indonesia, Australia and India, can do. Together the three 
ntries have already breathed new life into an organisation that few had heard of. Those who did had taken 

It was India that took the diplomatic initiative at the beginning of this decade to revive the moribund idea of 
blindness was finally giving way to a belated 

borne trade and a historic power shift in 
o securing a sustainable regional order in the vast 

As it began to reinvest in Indian Ocean regionalism, the Indian Ocean forum identified some priority 
areas, including maritime safety and security, trade and investment facilitation, fisheries management, disaster 
risk management, and promotion of tourism. If the new found interest in Delhi put the IORA back on the 
regional agenda, Australia that took the baton from India in 2013 as the chair of the forum gave it a new name 

elped rechristen the forum that was known until then as the Indian Ocean Rim 
ARC) and brought some urgency and intensity to the IORA’s 

hosting the first ever summit of the forum. 
One of the main outcomes is expected to be a “Jakarta Accord” that will define a broad framework to promote 
peace and prosperity in the Indian Ocean. The leaders are also likely to identify an action plan of specific steps 
that could be implemented in the near term. The summit is also likely to approve an agreement to strengthen 

As the “ugly ducking” of regional institutions, IORA has a 
eas of regional and global integration that held sway since the turn of the 1990s 

globalisation in the West. America, that 
of the British from the littoral in the late 1960s 

looks terribly distracted. Internal turbulence in the littoral, especially in the Middle East, has unleashed forces 
of violent extremism that bring anarchy and instability. Pessimists would say the revival of IORA may have 
come a little too late and brings too little to drive the littoral’s future. While Indonesia, Australia and other 
middle powers are important players in the Indian Ocean, their regionalist priorities are elsewhere. As the 

and biggest military power, it is largely up to India to shape the future of Indian Ocean 
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regionalism.But India’s handicaps are real. At the time of Independence, India was at the heart of trade and 
capital flows across the Indian Ocean, deeply connected to the rest of the littoral through multiple corridors, 
and the very centre of regional security management. Thanks to the deliberately inward oriented policies after 
Independence, Delhi marginalised itself from the region’s economic and security dynamics. By the time it came 
back to into the play in the new millennium, it finds huge obstacles for reclaiming the regional leadership of the 
littoral.The rise of China has meant that Beijing has become a powerful economic force in the Indian Ocean. It 
has the resources and the will to develop regional infrastructure and connectivity. Purposeful military 
diplomacy has helped Beijing carve out an expanding security profile in the littoral.In contrast, India’s 
economic liberalism is too weak to let it drive regional integration. Delhi cannot match the resources, financial 
or institutional, that Beijing brings to bear on Indian Ocean connectivity. Its political class remains hesitant 
about building coalitions with other powers to improve India’s regional position. Delhi’s defence establishment 
appears utterly unprepared to build real military partnerships in the littoral. 

Two years ago, during his travels across the Indian Ocean, Prime Minister Narendra Modi promised to 
overcome all these limitations on India’s maritime aspirations. If he does not quickly match his articulation of a 
vigorous Indian Ocean regionalism with a significant restructuring of India’s regional commercial and defence 
policies, Delhi’s handicaps can only get a lot worse. 

The writer is director, Carnegie India, Delhi and consulting editor on foreign affairs 
for ‘The Indian Express’ 
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The Tawang test 

Delhi and Beijing must manage tensions and focus on the big bilateral issues 

China’s statement that it is “gravely concerned” over the government’s decision to allow the Dalai Lama to visit 
Arunachal Pradesh’s Tawang monastery in early April, and that it would “seriously damage” bilateral ties, is 
unwarranted. It is also an unacceptable escalation of rhetoric over an issue that India and China have engaged 
with each other on, including during the visit by Foreign Secretary S. Jaishankar to Beijing. The controversy 
over the Tawang area goes back to the Shimla meet of 1914, when the Chinese representatives just initialled, 
and didn’t sign, a trilateral agreement with British India and Tibet. Later, in 1959, when the current Dalai Lama 
fled Tibet, he came into India through Tawang.  

He has not visited Arunachal Pradesh since 2009, when he retraced his 1959 journey. On that occasion too, his 
itinerary had evoked threats from Beijing, but eventually bilateral concerns outweighed them. The Chinese 
government would do well to not allow tensions with India over the issue of Arunachal Pradesh to spill into 
other spheres of engagement, and perhaps to also recall its own talks with representatives of the Dalai Lama 
that broke down after nine rounds in 2010 when it seeks to castigate him and New Delhi for their engagement. 
Beijing’s objections over access for the Dalai Lama as a spiritual leader to a religious shrine obviously cannot be 
allowed to intimidate India into restricting his free movement.At the same time, New Delhi must calibrate its 
moves to avoid misperceptions that it is indulging in political power-play. Recent developments, such as visits 
to Tawang by American diplomats including the U.S. Ambassador, and an official dinner at the U.S. Embassy 
attended by a Minister and leader of the “Tibetan government in exile” based in Dharamshala, could be 
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interpreted as messages aimed at China, even if they did not signify any policy change. Beijing has been touchy 
about visiting delegations from Taiwan and the grant of visas to those it perceives as dissident activists. 
Pinpricks cannot substitute for policy and New Delhi should keep its focus on the major issues between the two 
countries. The bid for Nuclear Suppliers Group membership and having Masood Azhar placed on the UN 
terrorists’ list have occupied much of the bilateral canvas, while the larger issue of the boundary resolution 
hasn’t been addressed adequately. Statements last week from former Chinese special envoy Dai Bingguo, who 
suggested that flexibility from India over the “eastern boundary” in Arunachal Pradesh could yield flexibility 
from China over “other areas”, that is, the western boundary in J&K, are significant. If the statements are an 
indication that the 20th round of talks between the special representatives expected this year will see an 
opening for progress, then that is a more worthwhile goal for New Delhi and Beijing to be preoccupied with.

 

 


