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THE TIMES OF INDIA
Sack Pahlaj Nihalani
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In its latest act of tyranny, CBFC refuses to certify a film for being ‘lady
oriented’

The film Lipstick Under My Burkha is written and directed by
women, and stars eminent actors Ratna Pathak Shah and
Konkana Sen Sharma. Like its title its trailer makes no bones
about the film being provocative and bold, inviting the
audience into a hidden world of women’s fantasies and desire.

As the opinion essay on this page elaborates, our quest to
become a modern and equal society demands liberating
female fantasies from puritanical shackles. But the Pahlaj
Nihalani led Central Board of Film Certification has refused to
let India watch this film. He must be fired and the board must
be reformed.Director Alankrita Shrivastava understandably
suspects that CBFC members don’t understand cinema. After all it must be surreal for her that while Lipstick
Under My Burkha is being celebrated at festivals abroad, at home it is being denied certification because it is
“lady oriented”.This is as baffling as why 89 cuts were demanded of Udta Punjab or why “double meaning” was
declared objectionable or indeed countless other acts of scissoring by CBFC. While films live in fear of being cut
and mutilated, the censors never face any repercussions for their arbitrariness, incompetence or brutality.The
tyrannical writ of this “sanskari” CBFC has run too long. There must be no further delay in reforming it as
recommended by the Shyam Benegal led committee. In essence this means the board should stop scissoring or
obstructing films and remain restricted to classifying them — like suitable for over 12 years of age or over 18.As
Benegal points out in a free democracy where all adult citizens have the power to choose their government, why
should anyone usurp their power to decide what film to see and what not?
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Time has come to enact strong privacy protection law

The Unique Identification Authority of India, which issues Aadhaar cards, has registered a complaint of
someone making use of stored biometric information for Aadhaar authorisation, raising concerns over how
securely information collected from citizens to build Aadhaar, the unique identity number, is stored and used.
The Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Act says that
impersonation or intentional copying of Aadhaar data is a criminal offence.

Those found guilty must be punished. Security of personal information goes beyond Aadhaar. India should not
delay an unambiguous law to protect citizen’s privacy, given the judicial interpretation that privacy is a
derivative of fundamental rights.It must be modelled on the European Union’s approach to privacy. The EU
has common rules to ensure that personal data enjoy a high standard of protection across its member states —
a citizen has the right to complain and obtain redress if her data are misused anywhere within the EU, and
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organisations that collect and manage personal information
are mandated to protect it from misuse. Rightly,
Aadhaarseeded bank accounts are now used to transfer
benefits directly to the beneficiary.

People must share information as it is in their interest to do
so, but absence of a separate law on privacy raises the chance
of Aadhaar being misused, for example to connect the
separate silos in which medical, financial, legal information is
stored. Indian residents need a guarantee that their personal
data would not fall into the wrong hands.A telling example is
the reported sale of phone numbers of girls at mobile recharge
shops in Uttar Pradesh to men who then stalk these girls. Call records or transactions stored on assorted
messaging applications also pose a threat to privacy, underscoring the need for a strong law. It should specify
the circumstances in which privacy can be breached by the state, and separate silos must be merged only for
national security and after following due procedure that includes judicial sanction.
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Strangling of universities will dent innovation and
intellectual freedom

Few would dispute that universities are under threat today, though we may not agree on the nature of these
threats. Recent events at Delhi’s Ramjas College are the latest in a series of intimidations, attacks and coercive
measures faced by universities in India over several years. So it is worth noting that the incidents of February
21-22, because of their dramatic, open display of hostilities with party lines clearly defined, make for a
somewhat reductive analysis of the larger crisis.This is not to abdicate the responsibility of taking a stand on
those incidents, which seem to me a fascist attempt, on the part of a politically affiliated student body, to claim
the ‘nation’as its exclusive property, to prevent the free exchange of views among fellow citizens, and to use
physical violence to muffle dissent. That a muffler was actually used in the near-strangulation of a Delhi
University faculty member — a spokesperson for the role of the humanities in public life — appears in
retrospect a chilling, almost uncanny, concretisation of metaphor.Disappointingly, the most visible muffler-
wearer in Delhi — though he has minimised this sartorial accessory following corrective throat surgery —has
seen fit to comment mainly on the role of the police, rather than on larger questions of academic or civic
freedom.

This is unsurprising, since all over India, central and state governments have made common cause in curtailing
intellectual freedom and silencing opinions critical of state power. It was during the UPA regime that a
narrowly managerial vision of the modern university began to be projected as a desirable ideal, with several
Bills brought before Parliament to regulate higher education and transform India into a ‘knowledge economy’.
The principal means to that end were severe restrictions on the autonomy of all public universities while
opening up the higher education sector to private or foreign players licensed to charge high fees and compete
for students and faculty.

Bills on Backfoot

It seemed as though, after long neglect and apathy, the central government had just discovered its human
resources in higher education, and, backed by a pot of money accumulated through the education cess, was
determined to bring them under its direct control. But the regime changed before most of the Bills could be
passed, and the new BJP government initially turned its attention towards ‘saffronisation’ of academic bodies,
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research councils and text books, together with police measures for the ‘protection’ and surveillance of
university campuses.Still, going by the provisions of the draft National Education Policy (NEP) 2016, the
process of strengthening a central control mechanism continued unabated. Despite the vague language of the
document, one sinister commitment is reiterated from earlier NEPs, that of creating an “Indian Education
Service (IES)”, which “will be an all India service with HRD as the cadre controlling authority”. Meanwhile, the
Mamata Banerjee government in West Bengal put through a Higher Education Act (2017) cancelling the
administrative autonomy of state universities, with far-reaching interventions in the academic domain.
Another recent Act makes mere participation in a rally a ground for possible criminal proceedings.

These measures, of course, are notionally directed towards the objective of creating ‘world-class’ institutions, a
pleasing dream for those who do not understand that innovation is linked to intellectual freedom.If this is the
background, the foreground is the site of a vigorous territorial battle, fought partly by political cadre, partly by
students, intellectuals and academics of all persuasions, for physical control of university spaces. While this
might seem a repetition of past battles, there are some new and disturbing features.First, both within and
outside the university, the term ‘nation’has been appropriated by the ruling party and its cadre as its exclusive
possession, so that all those who hold opposing views can be called ‘anti-national’. Though the colonial sedition
law was invoked as far back as 2010 against writer Arundhati Roy, the terms ‘sedition’, ‘anti-national’, ‘pro-
Pakistan’, and possibly ‘beef-eater’, have regularly figured in the current rhetoric of rightwing ideologues,
prone to fascist interventions in what people think, how they behave and what they eat.If we recall the murders
of prominent rationalists, the attacks on writers and the lynching of individual Muslims and Dalits by self-
appointed cow-protectors, it is to guard against the dangerous illusion of the university as an ivory tower, a
‘safe’ space where ideas can be freely exchanged irrespective of political realities — like those of Kashmir or of
Bastar, both at issue in the Ramjas encounter.

In Crisis

The public university in India is an open space, a space of contestation and struggle. With higher education
itself in crisis, these struggles are even more tangled in the webs of politics, caste, class and gender. Therefore,
Rohith Vemula’s death on the campus of the Hyderabad Central University (following HRD Ministry-directed
action against him), or Najeeb Ahmed’s disappearance from JNU, or the arrests of students on sedition
charges, or the police action at Jadavpur University, or the Ramjas incidents, must be seen as linked
phenomena.They are irruptions of violence that bring to light a more insidious effort to strangle the public
university system and make it incapable of producing critical thought. Recent proposals for any kind of creative
activity on campus have been met by the immortal line from Marathon Man, a film shadowed by the Holocaust:
“Is it safe?” The answer is, “No, it is not safe.” The public university itself is not safe.

The writer is Professor Emerita, Departiment of English, Jadavpur
University
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T TAT ATEA ol ATg IALH Al [&AT ST ¥@T g1 VAT qd § 5 FI2 A1 A7 aTAT Tg AT@ qonl, TS, TRATST, =TT,
TSI, ATEAT, HITH AT FAHITT, THIHT ¥ &F ST 20 3901 § =t Bram ST @1 g1 a9 T g «wrmar
staeqeft safaeT ATl qerht, 21er J1e Y SAUe Ted 39 [T Uhe g1 TS g1 Svai+ HTeid qeehl o Ja<aT
T AT AT 32 AT (AT IR FgT, "I Fgd g o IThT FISHATS o0l o TqTC ST TEIHTA gie F s (Rfhd 72l ¢
FAIR TEH ATE(T ol T¥ ST q51 GRIT| 3T AT FAT AT U FISATSRA & AT FE AT ST g AT 1T I qT8
TN @EE T TR Aol HL G FI11h T8 qg AT ST (e1d 2l STTav gl

TH AU TS T A0 7 ATAT T FgAT g T AT IfRAT A0 A ;A 7 ATEA i T F TATHT ZRIT S AL AT
AT A€ STUIT| o6 T ATgA IT | T Tg7 8 a7 IHeh a1 | Fgl SI7 ¥l @ 1o dgf FISHTSohel &l TeqHT AT AT T
FNT FXd & A7 T UF AT fSFaT 1 AT & A4 Tgl [HAT ATl =i H1 UF A7 &g a8 § & a2l 97 3T
STer ATRTE | T IATIH & s AT Al g diod IHeh AT I ATAST (4 T1ag Hl ATagd aq1dT ST AT T a1
TF g AR Tg AT 3T af 94 g o 1 AHtar =i 92 AT Scaree it S67 a7 e &7 el g &7 Fls 979 Jai ol

FTrS AT et FT2T T TAAT | T8 F(T 37 Ser o AToer § dT 9 o1fare Frradt €1 30 998 7 g8l a2l & foru qeferg
T 8 3fT 7 TZUOT T&T A ATAT 7| T UF =7 AATART IATE g AT TAH A ARM T (0 &, FHT /1{g F7 Faer
TFIT € SR STAT ITITE AT | AT S ST s SrstaTe st sirord fHer it 21 A1)

e o = SET aHeAT - % gEred & au F qre o off) S-Raer F |rer ft == At 18 € & 7 yguor a8t
FHATAT| Il AT AT AT AT TAAT § Fgraad &7 AT g1 TAMe< g S JgTal (&AT ST ATQY arieh sAfel § g are
TGN UX L7 RIS ST 8k 31T 397 o Qg0 § A= SHSATSN I ¥ (AT ST Teh| qTieheh aTq Ig g (o0 Sl el &l J0as
T H FAT H ATEY AT ST 3T ITehT ST S-1LFIT T F@TaT (QdT 10 & | S~ &7 [HaAe 921 o 18 # fae '
I AT T 2014 § T 9T TJael FIT AT T Fo1 T GEF Taga g1 o st 7 =7 e & foeqa Fre=r
Ter FT| STer AT HHE 7 Ueh A T FT S-1VFT AT T F97 T3 T 77 F 397 F 2 Uge) | Gstiahd e Ao grae
FTH T T2 2| Fgel 7 aread 7g g T afag Famwes 5 9@ T w0 981 36T St a6 srarera & sreer 921 faam) el &
T 249 % T H STOATT a<h ST TG §AT ATI TT 99 HEF Tagd G 7 -FFT 37 -F1E FT TR=T * forg axfie
ST Feet T v F q<h A (23T o) 93 ST gehrra 7 8 5 oroft ot rfit g7 9% FerStt #rars w5 g ¢ i
THH ToT0 AT AT It gl ATIAAT & qgd 1od TR il Tg SoTTd 91 g o o =7 ATl &l T @I AThl AT @1
aEwt 9% AT F forw sta aRees e aard) - & aR=mee &1 e w21 &1 i T S i i T g
TaperT T TEAAT AT STERT-3TeRT 1T § STERT-3TT g1 BT § THahT SEIATe J[EATAT ST | ¥ g1 AT 9AT| gL ToATahi hl
T L AT ATAHRTAT F ATZLT TATHT § THHT THRC TEAHTA gIaT & AR gL H AL

g o & 27 e 3@ A1 [en qge § A & g1 Sy Sagiaar § a6 a9 A0 Sath ga) § FEE v gar
At T AT fRgd 9 ¥ 2| a1d Fed @ TagH & UF a¥ieh i S Q3T a¥g JaTarl 3i¥ S&d & qaATiad offohel
T T8 MAAEI g1 0 aTg I el a¥g il Aa¥ wie |l Al gidi| Tg UH qE Hl HeohdTsee o (e g o a0 |
FET STAT E| T ATEH AZTHAGT TATRT | FAdT g 1< ATHI A2t ¢ Y| THH U Wl qT2 6 Iga1 9% AFST F1 =T
F=T AT SITAT 21 39 97 SATEET & A1d-318 AT 98 ST 81 ST S5 e[ A1 1 99 & J47 gl 2l FdT gl Tg SIord
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T AT g AT G 3T 3T N7 TaT FaT g1 T I TRl Hiewareiher ¥ ST 9T STaT 81 999 A8 a1d S 39
HATEF FALATH AT & a2 Tg [ SHH THAA 5 ol HAEAT Tl BIAT § ST T & T I FH FdeA 6 (0 Joe i FAGeqT
BIAT 21 TH el I FH FTh gl LIHT ST THdT g1 FH AW 6 FoAd Ag AT g1 Tg TET 6 (o1 srael Aread g1 oig
TRTwe % o197 | g THeAT & SAITEH a7 8 3 a1 & G Iguor ¥ FATar 81 I9 2014 § AITAT 7 =4 A1 I¥ Tfaae
FT T ATeer AT A7 AT TS ATl | ST HATAT ST g1 UF AGA & qaATiers qI=e ¥ § &1 a0 qRT
TEAT FEAT TS 1T T 2

R Bo PR

& T FT AT ITET07 TIEAT

e g0 =9 7 T9gT Aie § T8 39T BT UF TR Ao (56T, S geT SEeT A THea & aEat
=T AT AT T T | AT, iR, 4, SO ST SrRTHEaT | forewd it off| ek uge TH A w wm
gt arer fawee & oft e Zert 1 vk e et o, S =i i ariEea arfie g o wtenr f 9w § vE 6
T AFATIAEATT T2 IHH AHA ([FHAT, 1979) F Fld 38 AW & A2 g2 gl g TH il ABITAEAA-A 1 | Teh Tgeaqur
FEATT FT A | fadaw | g0 TFIeAT | STBTAEATT T &7 T FATE ST AT SAATHAT A oF I8 TF o TH AT F THIAT
T TTILT TETAT AT THH AT, L AT AR 0 AT T e 7 71 A1 ST AEd T JehTe o |t feveae #
G T T FATT AT T & UALTST STATAT 9T 3T FgT AT o UH TATH | I g T@HT gTATd il T H 783 qgl (9
T(T| A T TCH | ST FATT ST U A, IHH ATH-HTF Fgl TAT AT {3 e THT ara=1q =l HT Tl gAY, T THHT
TS ST AATST ARl (Hohet T T, FTH THIAT Fehishd SdTe o o0 AETIETT T 2t e Tiafafer aves § wisg 73t
ZIfewe® & Fve § 70 a7 9% qgata aet off 5 wraer sie arferar & s onify st v agrar a7 F forg s g TR
U 74H 7@ AT ST ST Feg, (qTICTaT1) SqATst 0 Th TP il Traaterd o1 o ag Hrar S|
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AT qowhl 7 ARTAEATT H SEATTHSE T2 AT AS0H 37 gL AT [t Fif Fdt afafafesy 9w f=ar ar ez 7 &1,
X AT &1 T8 AT Tl T e uH o Taars afaes a2 # qUea UF o7gH (hea gl S8 FIed & arf-a7e 9% faed
STE 3HR AT FLIET ATIAAT T A=A FT (AT IR = 91C AIEh! Fgl SATT T AT IAT T 1G0T F AFITH-
T SATRTAT T T AFHAT § T o« T 7T FSAT, STefeh STHTHRT ST ATl T THH IEa a1 Tl TFAT | Tg
AEATIAEATE % U BT 3T 747 1% 9 79 qooh | STV it qIHFT il Fa €7 GF qF HL| TEHAT | TRITAEATT o
ArH-ATATAAT S o o | Y 9T 1 @ e F forw 297 it g 71T avehal & 190 § 98ATd i % gl Aadd g
o st # o feer arer e wae a6 ST ag o=t o a0 e ®§ ETREaE T sy arferaTe ST ¥ arferar
* 39 fAmet F faers oft stoer " A Sar, St Bara w1, A9 i wifEeam w3 @ g ST e h
sTafAter Tw sTere T T ATF Al | Fgar o7 T arsy o ertfa-swiram £ 7rg § v a2t it T 390 g1 o= i
L SATATRAT o AT Foeh el el AT T2 THA FIAT | ATAFHATE AT GALT gH Faoh TTHA g 37T T &5 T9H F 73T 2
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T Af g0 T e AT THw [T gear ¥ @1 A1 21T, 97 gHY 290 F sdwara- AT T F e w8t S T,
STET B9 99 ATgd g 'S9 THTH aTdl T TaTATIaH dI¥ 9% 9 faoett o @7 Fanra BT S99 70T § STRT=ear & 9qcd §
Y ITF ATART ot qorg TATHT T AT FET= 9T A2 227, SorEH Srmfaear  2red e Bafuai £ e a9 75 #3
#T EN AT 39 979 1 Th T Frgerar & srertaea & fearss onifa % oo o off a8 =50 & & agreiw § 21 oft
ATATRAT AT I el FT et ot qvg &1 qetera amr 7 e \f@Eawr ag g & afesr § 78 a¥0a 39 a< gall, 5
TEATIEATT S ITTREaTe 7 A<l Rear o gas gaa 3 § 2| Reay § 92 g1 oif® ufoar avie § =t a1
TEd U AHRATAEAT & TPATT FTF FAAT F Iheard | I [eer &ir off & ag srdtrar & o a\qee aq v
TFHTTE FATSAT STl § H&d HATe H| TAT 1 a9 T2 9T FgT AT T SAFATHEATT & A % {70 SEAH1E1E 7 50
FUE AT STAT T THITE FT AT ATaT AT 8, Tga¥ ZRT SEHT TEAHTA 9 TTHRedTHT ST & STRATHEd T I gHeT
FEA AT TETATGT il GH FXA H Hi¥| A A AT AT BT T8 UF oF A& O ATART gHAT o T TTTHEd T  STEATIAEATT
U AT AT B T3 a8 I I[@T 9T R A0 6 o0 T TATE Tl F2 T2, ST ST STHIA & ATkt T faferam e
TTTHEATH T AGARTT FL Tg &1 AT FBIsT & T STa TTeh-3THRIT HIHT I AT TAT-aIT6E AT Zahel F7 fAT 5
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