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"The Economic TiMes Date: 07-02-17
Customary Law Must Bend to Basic Rights

Nagaland is convulsed over a contradiction of India’s
Constitution by itself. Last year, the Supreme Court upheld an
appeal by the powerful Naga Mothers’ Association (NMA), to
allow 33% reservation for women in urban local body
elections. The government of chief minister T R Zeliang
wanted to conduct municipal polls on February 1, with such
reservations. Various tribal organisations immediately swung
into action.

They cited Article 371(A) of the Constitution, which says, “No
Act of Parliament shall apply to Nagaland in relation to
.| religious or social practices of the Nagas, Naga customary law
and procedure, admlnlstratlon of civil and criminal justice involving decisions according to the Naga customary
law, ownership and transfer of land and its resources.”This contradicts Article 243(D) that guarantees
reservations for women. Opposition, including from the Naga Hoho, the apex council of tribal chiefs, led to
cancellation of the polls. The chief minister might be evicted. Yes, our Constitution does allow tribes to observe
customary law in many social and economic spheres, a recognition of the diversity of our population.

Not all customary law — mostly codified in colonial India from oral representations — fits 21st-century India.
Naga customary law has created a political society dominated entirely by men. Since its first elections in 1964,
there has never been a single woman representative in its assembly. Its sole woman MP was the late Rano
Shaiza, elected in 1977. This glass ceiling is an anachronism in Nagaland, where the likes of NMA play a vital
public role. Half the population cannot be kept out of democratic representation. The Hoho must amend
customary law to end women’s subordination. Else, the constitutional guarantee of basic rights must prevail
over customary law
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TEARTSHT T T AT GA I LGT g AT F & F

AT T R % AT § ~ATIATIOIT 3l FHTAATICTRT 20l ST F AT STE (eI Td &7 qT8AT FeAT 92 2T gl =7 =

AT TH T2 Teh 97 SEH T g1 TAT | SATAATITRT il ATHTSTR AT %00 FAT8d *l HSHE TIHAATE & ST HEiQ

STE HTH | Bl T2 81 SHE Tgel e & AN o a2 THIE 9T ST Tl il G STAT FF116 o 37 170 Fa<T a9 e o
ST TSIt GTT STCAT e STa=T Q9N * haTeaad T 9T Thdl g ql STRTAd] HT THATA HH NI 3T T AIEE
TR g1 TFd 81 THE 918 FTALT A FedTL AT TIAT-THAT AL FAF AT W1 o0 st 7ot sfiT qfgarst
AT § garer i a8 AT ST S aTaTiorR- 2T To7 qTH S|
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AT TF TR AT TAUe a9 Haherd H7 T@T 81 IITELT 6 (70 g ALHTL T TR FeATOT TTSTATSA o 70 LT HT
AEALTF AT (AT et TG ATATAT FT AL THE [AILT | T TH IL Fo(X ST {6 @ram= &aqwor & Fega et
T ToF a9 32 a%d | =T {37 o 8, 9 ea s uguer #r T "@eeft Faw (Arssefiae F equre i At #wen)
JHTAT T T & oY Tore avg Tt a1 | i % a1, irere, grartaes i o g2 #fte & $1=r o1 wae 67 & a9 s
FTIET T ITAT Al (AT ST

T T AL ST AT 3 F T f 0% gl ATdT gl Fe UET A2 IT=et0 § ST 3T ATHTSIH-SF q2T M
IBTAT & I o7 T FTTl 7 T9reht F A TIATHRAT E &7 Gret| FE a7 AT AN qehiel e q9T Al grd| Tq TATg UHT B
T ATAHTT U F I3 UF AT AT TGl Fs ST 7 TN F I AT I Al FhU | AT HY 97 8 qeF =ararefter
ALEHTL % T &G | QT AT 7| Irgid AT § &7, "F47 T8 S 6l STarerd g2 F471 Ig 9=1d g?' Sta vt e
e 1 STt € ST STRTerdy seent FT 9= 9T fA0d g9 o€ar g d7 qehTet I GYhTe FALATRer T T AIATdT 2l
TererTiareT g7 3 TRTAdl T &dT T 7 RATHAT T 81 UAT 8 U TgH HIHAT, gl TaTAdT 7 TH AT I e hl
Frforer ¥ ofF, 98 A7 A9 1978 FT HET HIgT UTSH IATH AT TLHTL HT ATTAT| TATg =TT § A1 ~Frarefiernt  fz
TH LT UH ATAA H G T 6 (70 F970 T FIGA Hl (e w7 QAT I Fgl T I e Aradriersr S
JIReRT AT T2 ThAT| SH 7g T FeT FOF srvrerer w9 7 AT srfarnret # gae off 72 G S Aeam

T H T T s UH 0T gl G g AT T helel UH AT § SFH 38 T &l HE T T A Aal 96T AT TR Iam
FEAT & o S 919 ST g1 Tot a9ig ¢ o s a1 Iegiq srerfa Tere = st ooy o it Ry § 7 g9 o=
AITAAT AT T AT FT gl ATSTHA FT ATAAT AT THFHT U IIA0 gl T a9 Tgel THUS TATH AT T 6
AT § TaTg =TT 7 gl A7 3 U qaerar #1 98 Aferee g & ag yeameft F ot o a1 § S| T e a1 3q
v & feTs 35 @7 gl T8 918 AFH-FA | UF AT 7T AT TAT 37 S qaqd UahdT [e@rd gu U Hd
FATAT TAT| AXTAT o TH HTLA Bl (HLEd FT QAT TR HI &G T THH AT TERE F A § [@Gaaeag UHd
Tger o AToer # off UHT & RAfa 7 A18A7 F2AT T2T 71 396 Td o A2l & [aaTs = 7 {[&eld & oI J3ehtT
T O ATAT 0l ATF9TFHAT AT| ST (e LRI FTA T TS AAA H TATE 6 FHA FT STEL GH FHiTed 0l AL HT
qT AT ATIATAT o A Al (FEd Fd gU Fgl, 'ATATHIT T AT TETAT FEA I AP HAT gl UH FA & 0T
TS ATEAF ATARTT ATSTHIT T AHATT AT AT G=TE AT T2 AT Fed g1’ I Araqf aaT aAver T3e7 F Aoy §
AITAT 7 FgT AT FoF ST =1i3re FHvear 3 STTwTe o qHey TS TLATL AU HIA ATHT SAHT AHL GH w1 a1 ag f&afar &
o o forw gt &t =T o TH 2R

AT T ARTE AT ATHAT T ITHAT F orw AT T qah G0 g1 IHAT ~ATIUTITRT T T Z& TF Al GI=T AT T T8
srofT 1 TR o oft smered 21 ehaT & FoF i 3 S0t a7 gt St STl 3 Wi 5+ STa<h 910 8 Stafsh F qRrere areft
T ot T o A H T A5l Fgd| TZLEIA ATTATIHT Tl HT ATHTSTH-LTIHE T o [0 a9 TATT Tol HAT ATg0
Serfeh THTST I forT o7 2T ST IHF ITH AN T ITAT FI o T &rs gefi=rdy 781 81 a8l Ueh wa<r g ft wgar g
T3 sTag ST e aTer sraelt & 5 gu rstaar $fE &7 9geT A
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FT TATHT it ATt

TT 2017-18 F ATH TSI THA T o (o] H TLHTL il AT | T TTILT TETH FT AT I A€ AT 8, ST FEaang gl
TUEATHT HH FXTRT AT AT AR o6 (10 FHY G HH I o TITE Al SHT 21 S@T ST ATG 0| TELGT, AT [=araqi sf
T Y AT HLTLTH Tl T =ATY FH Tl gs 8| TEA I AR Tl Tg GHAAT T o T TATEA =l YT i Iqeht
FHAY TATARR! AT F ML H FEEqre 981 A1a7 7 96t 8| afesw gehrhd | 8T 32T ot gral g1 & e & 52
TTALTAL F STEATT &l 5 a7 81 e § #gr 747 § & fUse [t & w2 oo & 9maer § #37 stfearted) &0 9=41e a1
Fv ITTArT % qHer off g T Aa9TF Tgi g 3 AT A0 IRT VAT o7 foF 2 o Attt =1i<n sra=r aReatre
T T2 198 YT 99T F3 qTeAT € F911h Tg STATaal il o7 T Iocr=d FLdT gl 3T AR LA qTel TTARTET
T AU AT g T S8 919 I8 AT i TATH a97g ¢ AT 39 g 3739 ¢ T "atea =t afeatat fdr wr g ar ag
T GISTH I T A9 TR TRAT g1 A A FHETF Fq a7 77 a7 =9 oty oy wfear o7 987 v S e g
T H T TITHA T Th{d U AT AT AT GIIT| SAAT &1 Ael Fg qTd TLHT Al TH 914 % UHaH A2 g [ 98 =0
& § SAfEreTia AT & T TATHA I FLETATSN 6 Aqha adT AT2dl gl Ay Red sfiv §% |rdr &1 f@Fgur 78
FaTaT g o UET #3 F o Aree geqeT 7 w9 F FHaL FeAT g B 7 BT g aw stee i Aot |9 ge s
AT T I ATAFRTE T TATaRg 9T AR T & a1 8 & &Fdaes & T Iraeme 9t & 26 a7 7 gF g1
FIA 8 1o a8 ATATIIA 0 FH 3 o0l TORAT | g1 3 Taee aramiig i &3 fohe S7 3 8 a7 st &1 &< stfarenTat
T ST T ST ¥ET 5| Mid &7 F ST o0l s dF ToRaT 9T arei 9% sra1id gt argu? UH el F FiT
FEEAT | AN T TrsaTe Fgrer 2R

ATHAT AL I <@ ST a7 FLRTE AT AT Tg gAT AU 1o STTereh & TTee FART T AGedT | ST gi 3T T Toh1e o
=T sreeqae T 7 f2Ear 9| FaaY § g2 3g od a1 #il Aleaal & a7% 92 TH" 9T @rdl | STHT g g1y 37 =6
TFY H AT T AT ATHST & 918 A0 0 TORIT & FLF o AT F I ITET A Aot gl T U ST FT SETHTA
ATEFLTHIIES AT SET AMRUI Trg Tt 3T Saraag a9 M1 AR S/ FT AL F7 EGede w247 g a1 F7
TTHA & AT (ash SEINTd T T STATHEHAT 9 FSTH 34T g1 T TARAYY ¢ T asie | = fRo & 9ga offas #eq
TG AT Al (Tl TG T AT o araeh ¢ o fhergrer fafersr smfoersmmi & o weaer % & F99 390,000 TTHA A fad 2
T T qTHAT 7 areaeff &7 & ¥ Steal 2o BT ST 8 7 A0 qrel! § HAHE SAAg 2@ i Aet (eIl 37 a1
STATHEAT &1 ST AR TN FT G997 U THIT FHEAT | LA HT 6 T2 g Tl g T & T FT G417 HH FLA & (o7
T2 A 7T IqATE ST ST 37 0 H T TMEA G ST BT AT A1 ATAT FATUIAT| T TF SHHT (A% 2T (A%
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Gl HR®GI
= 71 TS T2 &= § 92 99T T Gehd

AT T 9 ZFAAT MO T ATAT =1 it e foraver et F weaw 1 it e SUw-16 F7 92901 F3h
STqT 23T 8 o a8 TR & |7 U T & ofaqE | IAAT &l JATL gl F 7 Fgl A7 g o 20 T Ff SHTe8 277 6
TP 9 F T8 T F FT FALT STTET ATET T gl AT g AT TIAIT T Terie ¥ Fqrear iy oty sfiw sfeet ravs 2

Date: 07-02-17

AT, T0T 7 T 6T 7T A F 978 qT2aT F TgATA F 7 Hi¥| THH T SATET Tdeh g7 AT 37T I qreare & a1 gt
FIETOT =9 AW | STIHT TFARTSN AETS 8 STk STH T T THE Al FedT| AT T@aAarsit 98 9Teq ° AT i<y sars o
STRY 8 Tiagal 2 3T THERT T TOHa S AR g9 & A1d A1 |1 == % [ 72 81 f&oree e e semea o
U AHTEA(ATSIEead U= HHSH A TATHe) THATT & 18 d ATLT STHIHT & AT el  FHeT [HATHT qA &l
AT 159 dgd 7 T8k e AT W=y 7 Sa= -8 R atodh ST Bt 3 e S 9 §H 9% a9
BT TEHT| THICTT 3T A ST o [awg el T il 87 TATE FX 1@ & IT THIEHT A9 & (965 g VAT FL @1 g
AT AT 3EF Tog-qL TATA & T Al Tl FATA Tg & T ATHAR IT A9 FIE AT A7 T2 F3 | F2rsganet
FATAT ST BT 3T TR AT BT TS 82 T8 & 37 g Tl 3

U a7 T T =9 TuRE ¥ I g AT gT gAY 7 Hued oY 37 Hgdls JTaE o w1 JA g1 FiH A9 F &
SferaTAT 7 S1-16 THETE ST IHF AT ATSAT Wehe FE & fAfaer gHEEmT #1 Y29 F3d gu I8 Fal & [ It 78
freTeer Ft foETee | SATaT ST AT et g1 AT o a8 oft g1 "ear g 6 25 #7778 v ywe £ Saradt g
=1 o ATHITH Tl TEARTSI 7 | g AT 3T Tl g (9 SATITL 5 & § AN qET ol AT 5 Tl FoI1d T o SAHHE &G
H HTH FATHT ATEAT gl AT RATAAT H AT HT ¥ HaH GHATT A & U T & gl T@AT g, FATh SAHehT (Hehedl
& ATH =T & T % HI0T @I AT T 2|

Date: 07-02-17

JEAT ol JIATA § UH 9a &l g <91

afeade g1 T i TRt TSt = Trg 7 arfeis g 7 Foi 81 G F Faw1 0 et & 390 T Gy =l g T ol 7
FET F AAF TATH gl TATAHAT HIET i TASTT qLRE FT 2014 H TAT H A % 978 F TART LT gl ITIHICH gIomr
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TOTTAT | ST Tgedl aTL STATT T@hT HIH HLeA aTAl HT TGH TIERL 6 (o0 T4 T TSI = H TREar i a
TETAHAT AN 3T ATAHAT S FEATAT hT HTATTAT H FATALOT AT T RITALT FE T g1 TG HITAL Z9HT [T TAH
TS FSTE T9T HWA T IEFILT T TSI U g1 SATTF aoie 997 F3d § ff FAereht g1 Famieafaards afadd 7 76w g, g
FZaeff 9TeH T Hheq & 919 WY F ATTF f8d § Tad= AT+ arel Fhel ofd § TeAH 21T 3, FA11%h 3o e waref I s
Tl 2rd &l

I T2 ISl Fl 98 FIA AT 397 AT TES FT T AT TIATT TIHAT & &3 q, ‘TRt (), ThiE (39 e
TR (FITATOT)’ F ATET of gl dgd¥ Faey & oI 9ed & ®I1ar F7 IIET EA ool § 2t fare g o,
S TEa ST SR T G FTeh AT ST TS 3 747 =1, ST q9re SEreem A Sl S #1 &
Hiera =T g HATE TIFeH 3T FITAT G F AR o0l Greaeft et ff THT 8 9ger off, S a3 & @oi § Jrai
FE BT AU TE AT THT & I AT H IRETT ATATHT TERAT % THEH Idqe AT| T5AT 'l 42 HEal T #=9T

TALTET HEATH 1 5 FIAET HEH I %l 149 (A TN il RIS T TATAT FH R HIAT HANTCHE SHATE ST S
AT Y ATAAT H AIIST o E-TaaTe 7 T8 2l

TP TOrE @St § T69g § & sfsraroor § Fwz7 o7 & @ M [y o ga-areifas Tasm=d T qmErie Saiaer
FSTT T FT AT AR (RE@TAT , T Toh o0 aeaq s it q¥g § ¥ HE AT % o0 S2orT| |a9he F uger 2 | & <4,
T, T, AT, AiEaT 3T ASIgXl & Hed ol &l ST Haal af gl [T FHreer & o7 So-o9 3 Tem=w=(1 g7 ST
STHHT ¥ 9T 9gd IS TATE STAT gl -89 % T8 26 FUE il AATLTT H&IT § AN 6 8% @Td @il T0 5 A qa&T
AT % T2 FIe IAHAL %l 2 AT FUE TG GEAT F0C 2, SEH 7 70 Bt qiger =it #1 fer 21 agd ar” g
T S[HAT &, Faog AT %% o FAST&l® &l g HT AgHTH | TANT & T qF T 7 T & ATl Faog AT (9T I
TS 3T 9 e faeT |t § T=adT F UEea Il Uge Y AT Al (2AT| g AT U g A TA-3ATG AT gl TohT g1 A IeT
T8 8 % 450 & SATET 9127, 1.40 AT (4T, 77 AT 3T T 75T 7 G& A7 Gol § rTre T F ATHATT F T A10T FT
3T €1 AR o T H Seaae 1T 98d1d | g 999 gal 2| e & qga 3 F2Ie & SATaT eigele Afia gu g

‘Frar =z a0 At ff AT F7 TEAT TIAT T had Tgd gl TI TRETT F FF T2 TUHAT F7 T4 F 975 1.20 FE
STATHTS 7 THIS I 6l AT AN &I gl 9 &, SAATL-HIATSA 6 S e Gl § FroaeT 1T TgATT il JrorT o
36,000 FIE AT FT AT THT 7T 3| THY T THIS 49 Tleast Tg=1 it gAar & qa a7 T geaia<o i ‘qge’
TrsrT 7 foreer 31 a9t § 21,000 FE 0 ¥ 999 g2 g1 geft & a1a & & Fg $iv sv sre S waf@e g =foa
TU 21 2022 TF THATHT T FTOTHEAT TNAT FXA F a1 il ATCHZATT, Lehel o TLHTT o (oo & [0 & &9 § et av
T TS STH TLTAHAT FEA ST ATSAT 37 TTHHAT F =TS TS0 T8 o= AT & Tol o) et ol srar
S ITASH FIT o [T ATATE T e TRAT T 41,000 FIUE AT F AT TAT 5| ToAH X IATH THAT oA TETHT 3017
8 TG o TAGH @IIEHT I A I § AT TS B

T FATAT, ST TRTe FoTed AR TqaTd il HHET U2 hiad SATALRET Tgd gl TATHHAT GhedT Gl AT & dgd
11,000 FIIE FAT F SATET &l TTF T FIES & SATET GTAT | STHT #6f T g1 TG ASTAT ATTCTRTSAl T GIeTd TIaoT e
FLAT g1 THAAT ATgATA 6 [T AT TAHT 12 TFT T TLTHT 26 FHT AT TAT &1 TETATL T A FIA & HI ATgL
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AT % oI Areaal 1 TGdqd A ATAT FEH ISTAT AT THH T TAT S0l § 3 TAT g T GR(06 | qHhal 6 39
STASHAT o FHTLUT AT 2¥ FHH gAY ATH AR Al KT ITASH T T@T gl FAALI il =7 FAT H AT (AT ZeThd HiT
T T TaEEd ATHRIAAT THAAT T Fs FEMAAT T T Teh gIFTTAL0T AT FTAT TIoTT30 § T Y, T T2 F o
SHUEET, ST T SATT AT (18 B9 [Ae@ei Tat § & 11 g9 &7 e, Fwmdt o7 9% 20 F7E
UASST T8 i oATE (THH ITAH F 10,000 FUE FIT T9), TFT 6 SRR T THEAT TSTAT, AT, T A AIZAT
SATHAT % o0 T2 o7 SRAT AT, 1100 T FIIAT AT GIHT T 400 X [Hahe ToeT § ga 3y 10T, =IAaH 1000
FU T ATTEE TIISTET UH SRaefie oY Fifdarl Fadi ff g4l ATIF ©, qal Tg Fgdl TAH T [ TAS T qLahT
e 3 Fweg AL % &Uiaei ant o fEasfora 72t 2t goe forg a8 22 oo § Sqiachi) weq 3ot {5
THRTLTHF T Aol 3T FATRITAaTT 7 fohaeit 21 ST s 7 ST

FHIT ATTE, F1T TFAT TATIT Fi< AT Frare 741 (7 7GF & F97 A9 81)

R R IPRY

Date: 07-02-17

qarae & f=faa F3a grema

TSI HhTOTaT & F1eor giorqe it 7 B3 fAmaa & i #3@ 2F eame 1 81 7fe wemes= =8 9 greft aforqe &
HATU A7 AT S9-Ta29T § g7 THRTETHT T ATUITIINT U FLALT F ATAS F &l gad a2 et FITAT 3T ST oI
T2 g Fgl TAT qATd FAT ST 37T qaHAT T Ao i qeAT % forw g aeare 9 79w Fder fRu &) dmrE +
FATAT FAHSAT ot | T FoRre @91 ger 21 Farfa 3a+t favre 2 g f& ot feprr e oft fAeeq & T /w1 2
=T | U= 16 auT & T 0T HET1 % 919 Aol gU &1 79T 71T 6375 %l TR 9% qarg AT 7 33 Siaerd qigdr
AT & A7 STF FATa F & Faer [RU O =7 FAmEi & @Oy § T St w0 {er St w7 g9 &, ST 3ve
TfareT T 9T 371-U F T8 BIEA gl 37 @1 7 AT | FA1E % e # a7 arariorg fomam By y=ei= sreda su
B 9T Iord ¥ A& § &7 4917 a9 |/ 0|

TH I18 [ZAT AEF T2 | ST {154 I Figd g0 fag 9% 3Ia< oy FoF wfgarsit % o sieeror 39 Taenwrd s
ATEHTT & T 81 1TITAE o AT AR T SIESTRd T ST 397 3 77 I F SIS a1l TSTHEI o 98 g it e T foT &
S 2T 8| UF daa¥ &l AT T IATEee AT FISed F S 9 F7 Srear 6A7 o7, 98 9 oI G979 q51 gl g1 T
FIITA T AT g T AT Y FRE Gt 7 97d A0 e a77d G077 I qAT1E Aai off ofF ¥ =9 ot & a7 f2at uw
=T Tg=AT| AR AT g ATTF AThaal Ta9M hl ATF FHL AT TS &f Tl o, I of A7 AGT AT Ssiiad LT g oTed-
e T AT g1 A0 T TSTITHT SR AT AR A & TgIedl & ToT gom g| agi 924 a0 § S & o0 Fae &l
TISTHTT - TTSTHRT §&AT 2 T 371 366 SAATaT T T Har 92 fag 71 1 7 100 frenfiex 6t 9+ azasml g2
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TR TEAdT 81 T A1 2t HEI & Q41 ST SISl 1 =Je4 T FfEqdt g1 o ST 9T 39 AT 9T Ta2re 97 7 T 81 25
TAST Tl AT FISTHA o A MR HIHS AT TATE AT TR AR il [NEFITLT % 18 FATHI Al A T e
AT I TIAAT STRTEIT TSTHE & &5 T (=T T 37 T T 100 ATST 397 6T He 92 o 2|

TH AT ATehaal o HILU AL § AT &I 0l THT TETAT 6 GTH SATEHE g T2 gl Ui 250 F0F A2 | SITET &0 9T
for Tt 81 Feslt, T, 4, ATET, I ST ATAA T v Te0 ot Td| ThA-FicTsii i 99 gl Za9T gl forees a9 § grar g a8
FOT g1 AT T, FIARTAT ST TgLTEH NF AZL § Tg AST aqT &, AT qTehT TN STAdT FT H? T 7L qhed T g 3T T
ST TRt 1AL S I 29T ST AT &7 HISIT A9 % A § T g et &7 =9 ara & o 78l 3 e i
AT & a1 § 90T STl & S0 S qft Teiae ol i 57 Ararei § e H00| 6 9 @ & g9 |
TTHE Tl g ar a8 Fa9 qod &7 9 (70 qa9 a2 @ T H0T a9 SATUIAT| FHYHT & SATET ATHATE ST FTaars
AT 3] AT § T TET &, STal ST QM1 TaH BT av Tg &= T Qa1 T o 7w frea7 siiw q2fes it 999 q69<iar
AT TSHET a7 AT AT| SThel AT | ¥ 17 & STH STAATET TS T 6, oo & TE 1o araeii g
FTAT 8| T FTAT ATH A T FAT o6 ATH 9T e foravas sl T g1 agf Tad 17 &0 it STEeaT §eud: s91% 2|

T T TR § ao0rg {Eg e 3 Sgd Ud SR0Erl Y= aTeT Taey a@d w (AT g1 a8t Mg St w1 #ie7 siw
AU T 9= &7 T AT FA ATAT BT T Fgl qELT g IITGLIT A1 THel ThaT| q1 3L AT (o0 FaTae i
TASHTL ZIEAT ZF AT GreAT T A0l TR g1 TSTHITda FhTordT 6 FHTL0T A it 7 25 fAavmwa & wfa &7 g7 &=
TAT 81 T TIHEAT =7 a1 el 0T § AAT 97 THHT 297-FAaer § 988 T §397 ST A9Tae § av 9
TAET™ T Fa9 BT Haad T 3hT 99 TGl gl Fad 19 ATE il TAEEAT AT 80 TAerd ATear arel o7 &< Jaor #
foger AT SO & 99 § ST 9 adl 394 AvTee S1eq The i TgATRIAT & dT-A1e HiH, AT, &g 3
TAHT o g2 AT oTHer g1 T=F 27 Tg g o F9 * 8 g g, ™+ 7 v hfeve 9= foaw 3w g1 7@t 1952 & o=
% A | 39T | T B T (ARGl sAhaTal e €t I LT g1 T4 %7 TgT g2 &7 § a9 g 3f¥ ATaaTal sfiare=
T 3T T | TFIAT g1 IThT AT FEAL AT a1 ohl ¢, e 700, s/ Y srevrm=e & |7 F B anfeer
FT AT T Rl 81 T a9 AT AT ST ST qRaaT o folT Teaest 3% "/idl F agd UidgTs Faq ST a1 aa=ATar
TR o, forerer gt oo g fRe ot 97 & #1999 ST TSIHITasd S0 T ASTCSaTST AT ST A
THAT Ud HGI9 % (o0 agd J8T GaT a9 1@l gl A1 ATg 3L T & gl AT AT o, HITSIT 3T 3AH STdT &1 I 419
S 9T & Tt § ol 9 T 9% AUTerd ®9 § 41 dal ad| A3 @ HLa< sTrsehal Y e § StadT Y@l af Sed
T FET Tl T8 ThaT| 1HTO0E ST AT § ST hl [T gidt g 1% AT T % ART v 94T Agl AT 31T ST o
Has 9 gLl § AR AT URTE 6 (o0 ST & AT S |19 HSATH gIaT gl GrgAT T ST TN T97er 7 IR =t ST,
At Ragsede & A ga¥ AT AT TR0TH FT 56 A5l w71 T AT gardt arafamar agae & g o< Gl gl Fo
e wfFAoft T FaTsl & [T TaeaT 397 3 9T AR & 90T 7 T 37967 F TRl 8l

(FGF TITHT F G G qFE)
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Date: 07-02-17

Ry et o R

71e FARST TZTIa 797 Faeal & Ga¥ H 5G9 197 g1 #Iq 13 FTH 135 THIT T
FIT X GSIT T1 508 FARFT 357 91 T97137 FX7 %1 F941 7T @ TFaT 5/

AAFATE [ el o [T T I % AT *F AHHT ANTHA TL LT TLE L I 6 AT SIS 2 o FHael &l
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A chronicle of reverse metamorphosis
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The last column, “Is past the key to future?” (Jan. 30, 2017), was not about the fortunes of the news media
industry. It was about the rupture caused by technological disruption in the value system that governs the
information ecology. The story I am sharing now is hard to believe and I would have dismissed it as fantasy a
year ago. It is about a bunch of teenagers who made money by generating traffic to websites through
sensational fake news and, while doing so, played a role in upending an election far away.

In the political imagination of the developing world, undivided Yugoslavia represented the ideas of non-
alignment and peaceful coexistence. One of its ancient cities, Vilazora, was renamed Titov Veles at the end of
World War II to commemorate Josip Broz Tito. After the disintegration of Yugoslavia, the city became a part of
Macedonia and it was renamed Veles in 1996. The lies and slander that have been produced by some of its
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youngsters in the recent past were amplified by social media platforms to alter the rules of public discourse.
This inconspicuous town became the unlikely epicentre for fake news in the run-up to the U.S. presidential
elections.

Craig Silverman and Lawrence Alexander of BuzzFeed spotted the role of this small city in the sudden spike in
fake news (“How teens in the Balkans are duping Trump supporters with fake news”, Nov.4, 2016). They
identified more than 100 pro-Donald Trump websites being run from Veles, which has become a sort of cottage
industry. The youngsters from Veles had created websites with American-sounding domain names such as
WorldPoliticus.com, TrumpVision36s5.com, USConservativeToday.com, DonaldTrumpNews.co, and
USADailyPolitics.com to ensure traffic, and began generating fake news. For instance, a story on
WorldPoliticus.com cited unnamed FBI sources and claimed that Hillary Clinton would be indicted in 2017 for
crimes related to her email scandal. Trump supporters used social media to generate more than 140,000
shares, reactions, and comments for this baseless story. These numbers, in turn, became a source of revenue

for those producing fake news through their Google AdSense account.

Creating fake news

This easy way to earn a substantial amount of money has, of course, a chilling, darker side to it. The Financial
Times reported that a particularly inflammatory story was put out by one of the Veles websites on December 6,
2016. It claimed that Syrian terrorists had attacked New York, when no such attack took place (“Macedonia’s
fake news industry sets sights on Europe”, Dec.16, 2016). When the FT correspondent asked Slavcho Chadiev,
the town’s mayor, about the websites credited by some with helping to elect Mr. Trump as U.S. President, his
opinion was not really different from that of the teenagers who were generating fake news without guilt or
responsibility. He said: “No one can be sure, but it’s nice to think we could have changed the course of
American history... Some think we should now be called ‘Trump’s Veles.”” The FT report documents the total
absence of concern for truth. “One of my best stories said Trump had slapped a Muslim guy at a rally,” said one
17-year-old website owner to the FT. Another website owner said that he had “created more than 10,000 fake
Facebook profiles to post links across the social network and used an automated tool to schedule millions of
posts.” The FT report also cites one of the Facebook groups managed by him called “American Politics Today”
that has more than 85,000 followers.In its magazine section, the BBC profiled some of the youth from Veles
who are actively involved in generating fake news (“The city getting rich from fake news”, Dec.5, 2016). One of
them told the BBC’s Emma Jane Kirby: “The Americans loved our stories and we make money from them. Who
cares if they are true or false?” He added: “Teenagers in our city don’t care how Americans vote. They are only
satisfied that they make money and can buy expensive clothes and drinks!”

Role of technology companies

My concerns are not restricted to the activities of a bunch of teenagers from a distant country exploiting
political cleavages to earn some money. They are also about the role of major technology companies, which
have become global platforms and the carriers of traffic to news sites. The Washington Post’s Caitlin Dewey has
meticulously explained how Facebook repeatedly trended fake news (“Facebook has repeatedly trended fake
news since firing its human editors”, Oct.12, 2016). She reported that Facebook, on August 26, 2016, laid off its
editorial team and replaced them with engineers to vet news. Earlier, editors verified trending topics that were
thrown up by the algorithm. Now, the engineers were asked to accept every trending topic linked to three or
more recent articles irrespective of the source.

The automated streams push advertisements to fake news, which in turn undermines the financial
sustainability of credible news organisations. That is just one part of the tragedy. The shifting of the crucial
editorial gatekeeping responsibility from humans to algorithms undermines democracy. In an interview to The
Guardian (“Facebook’s failure: did fake news and polarized politics get Trump elected?” Nov.10, 2016), Claire
Wardle, research director at the Tow Center for Digital Journalism, said: “Facebook stumbled into the news
business without systems, editorial frameworks and editorial guidelines, and now it’s trying to course-correct.”
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But a closer reading of Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg’s statements reveals that he is still not prepared to
concede that his company is not a mere platform but a major news organisation. His company’s “engagement”
metrics are oblivious to that all-important line that divides news from misinformation. The answer to this
disturbing reality may not lie in more technology or mathematics, but probably in a question: how did the
social media, which was a hero during the Arab Spring in 2011, reduce itself to a villain now?

readerseditor@thehindu.co.in
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