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Thre Economic ' TIMEs Date: 17-01-17

Ending railways budget should not curtain railway
accounts

The discontinuance of the annual rail budget, while welcome,
must not mean drawing a curtain over railway accounts and
performance indicators. The rail budget for the next fiscal
would be incorporated in the general budget, and a separate
discussion on railway expenditure is on the agenda for
parliamentary scrutiny and oversight. Yet, such steps are
hardly adequate or sufficient.

With annual revenues of almost Rs 2 lakh crore, and with a
huge investment plan underway, the railways do need to
disclose monthly and quarterly data on physical and financial
performance. The way ahead is to coagulate -capital
expenditure in a modular fashion that is very much linked to
rising potential for fare and non-fare revenues. Indeed, a complete change of track is warranted. To begin with,
the railways do need to adopt commercial accounting norms to properly arrive at figures for assets and
liabilities.In parallel, what is required is a time-bound move to corporatise the railways and run it in a more
businesslike manner with customer and commuter focus, revamped rolling stock and up-to-date signalling for
safety and dependability. Also speedily required is timetabled freight trains.

It is true that the railways has social obligations, and its ticketing website mentions the fact that passenger
fares cover only about 57 per cent of costs. However, doing away with the rail budget and ending the dividend
payout on the capital-at-charge of Rs 2.27 lakh crore would save the railways about Rs 9,700 crore.The
railways’ joint ventures with state governments also need to be leveraged for social funding. Shamefully, some
40 per cent of the railways freight earnings come from hauling mostly unbeneficiated coal. Hence the pressing

need to replace babu culture with entrepreneurial culture in the Railways.
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e[0T STETE T LT g1 T o =1 92 ST AT g T3 a8 T & AIAT W27 8 3T SAaeTgid AaHalg & qadTh
2 Y oY 2 97T 7 I 22 TR 81 I 39T AT FEd T 8 o6 F Ardware & eTE g1 TEiery S % ' 9T 9T
IEREETEEEICE R

T T W AT TIHT] AIAHAT 907 6 THg § artae B St v oft By B 81 seer #ear g O vEr e 1
SIS TLHT] STSTHTY AT SAEAT Tl IFHT Tg=T| ATohed TS0 T q¥ =19 Tg Fg AT g o ST AT ST qTTHRea T Hl
U AT TAUESH T TG AT SITdT g a7 SHH s THET A8l gl greAiish SULE Al af ATHAT | ITHRedTd g JraT
FEH g A F FIAT IATHRAT § =9 9T qa19 a4 56 Fod 399 Ifehed™ & q9949 & a | o1 fafa &
AT (hAT| T ATT AT Al A o6 1< | LTFATI0T 10T &l ST Tl AT HLdT gl UH FHEH ISTH & a1 91 o (o0
AT O Faw e AT GAFA gl AT 7 1A gl | AR-4 3T AR -5 ATHGIG AT SfcTieadh Terdrel (MSHEUH) FT
qreror fRaT g1 et HiTAT 7 0 UE o T S a8 A AT oA § T IS TS g gTeAiteh siAeTieh a<her H
TR T T TLT FgT 147 36 T8 erwar et & o7 1 &1 | T At Ao 7 75 g1 0 F Ut st iy Ay
e TH TV UT TgeAT ATE ATTErHRTI TTATRAT <71 SO Fal T T 6k TP JLaAT IIUE F 11729 Y19 H7 3o =+ g
STT 6 [ 2008 T qTRA AT T &M

TH YEATE HI T ST qIhed = g1 U 6 978 Ueh GEHT9] G0 o0 ST o 7@ 9T ToRaT 4T 91| 3HH 2 T4t
FT AA=AT Fd gC Fal TAT AT T 7 qobred T A a1 98 H3 3T I g o S § a9
Jferfees frETeer &1 fAwTor off T <) =0T F AT Ta<ht 7 gl o TR F7 TLIe07 UL qHEd & Joa = gl Ia
Fgl o T TP qLeAT Ifus 7 g TP SAaedT &f 8 o 9 qeHy g audr 9w dferttes Haee GwtEa w7
TqHAT & AT A1 T a1 419 X0 T AT3F g 6 =0 7 T e 1 g7 e 9= 397 At 7t i At s=vei
T 20 99y § TaT9 a9 U< 399 T FHATT T T1T form
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o 7 gt ATEd g o = qriehea e i T 3% TerIme e79aT 7 q9eT BT qTieh ST &l (FA = AT ST Joh] =1
Tg AH AT FIAT AT § AT 30 A IAT A ATASAH T F FgT ¢ AY GHEH a1 Siarsl § || AT | qg IThea 1
A FT AT T2l AT 9T 3 ITAT F2AT A7 36 Jg it qor TTAT] T80T |/ g1 AT g1 AT it a1 &7 av TJgf oT
Toread 2 T T B T HAT AT A5 AT | AT FASrarsti & q¥ e § aodTe ATHT &l TP qae e &
ST forgelY A & =i w9 & srert g1 39 NS F qga avawre fead % Sar i qihadar F g & a8t sredr o s oSt
TSI T F FFEF TR 1€ o1 T2 g1 T8 off AT aaeta &1 21 SSTE0r 21 AT 79+ £ 9% F U< q&Td a1 &7
AT F¥ TET 2
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T T AL o A1 HOeh T 0l AT STATRAT ¢ qT1h I [dead TEl HT TG FE 3T IH TF J1¢ (he IF1 ool o a1
qATH il FoTg 7 a9 &1 I I R TE FIAT ATGU T 98 AT ATHT ST FIT o S (Rl q¥g o THATT 0l g a7
T, a1 o I AAWGT T ATH ISTT | IAT 3207 1 99 Fad g Giase Zaefra Redt o eae 37 =3nfew artF
HISET q9Ta 2 21 Th| A0 7 fF A0 3 a8 9 &7 Faer THiant 7 qrieredrd & arg Rodi & s a8 <u| 98
AT T STHTERT o AT Tl TAg3aT o 997 T @7 98 FT 3| ST I8 1 9 ST 1q § 98 TTEd 7 Giiagd a9 % GggnT
& FT H T@qr ATl

srFee Ty orw o strar & O < o1 STy e & g & 9= AT 8 i TEire I i ST 7 @ieT g A
AEHTH TEAT AT TN A IS T A TAT & 1o & SHHT SIS AT STHIEAT %0l AT § A979F 2| FAT g AT AT o6 AT G
FT T {IAAT 82 T2t al T I1ed UHT FA1 FHIM? AT 6T a1 F2 q7 TG 6T T A0 B g7 09 F q2FT1e Fadl
o SR 39T a1 w4 g8 v R Eafaet 9t aae ot =3 5w aw Ry s e 921 2n it e oo e
ZOTT T T 17| g8 ST ATAATSA &l A< o (AT 9% grEt 981 219 &A1 AU A1 ¥ =1+ & foq @ g 3w Awe
afee § 3 U g1 W23 UH | I8 979 <91 <90 & 2 | g I3 7 378 i 'a 9 g &

(77GF [F (339 A7 FI] ARAETT F FIGRT STIET ST G115 F TR Bl &1 7@ 7 JeqT [397% 757 51)

ATHT THA FT A l, AT T ATETH

LR TA-SAAGTE ST A9 AT § Feanre g Bdr &1 seqwrer e
& IS | T 297 o &l STa9¥F 99 I gU 8| U a7 Tg T Fzew Bl
T AT S g, AT | UL IT6 UF TET AT A1 ¢ dfosh e

" ATITT & T2 T2 T = srfascattedt § UEt =TS ASahr 6l gaaqol
TR B, ST I BT SATUA- ag AT UH a<h 59 o FI=TT I3 ST 7 o)

BT AT ST 50 FIEET STaTal i AIqaTaT (FTATF, T6 AiFs T 39
WM AT ST Tl AT TAT § ST TATeAT AT ARTT AT 47 THE T 7T
AT AT &, oirg fgal & a1 S &3 Jmar §) g1 S9¢ 9°d &
srfernter TRee & @l SITaTay 9% FTe IT T T ATRTHT 3 FHT0r {Zd arer arat it @ear aedr o1 w2 g B gw aw
T T ATTATHT Aol g forfeer emesnt gT AT T ASaT ATUT & TEHTA T2 ST Gl Jrad arel ATaaTcHT U <
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FA g AT [B&T & TEAHTA ol T Fd &, FA(h Tg “ATLT il ATCHT il SATATST STt g T T 9 =TT Fd g 1o Tgar
AT |T g 31T SIS SISTea T AT &, a7 o e &7 a7 S ST &

T, FTS T AT TeAT (GaT Tl AT SATHT il SATATS Tl AT THL AT, ST AT T T ATH T8 83
FT A H AT T TE ATTHRIE &1 HEAT TLA-AT § ¢ T AT T AR T TG0 TEAT 81 G T HaTerors &
ST g, TEHRTL AT ALY, I AR AR ZH A ATETAT & THAA il ST=d gl g o TLHTE g7 97 g Lol g AT
THH AT ATEAT g1 ST TLHTT A T gHTLT ATTATIT | FIAT 8 q7 T8 THAAT gAY oI e g1 a1 g1 99 S 9 uAr
ToRET fI¥ o ATqATIT § 2T &, Sed g0 19" TS i T § F7 TR 8 af U9 & HIE0 ATIT T THA I 3T AT
@Y T STAT 8| TR 0 ST & UHT ATIT H F] ST AT, ST IHeh (10 T g AT gl ol 1o, AT o o
T 3r?

T, ATEL T H qT TLHRTT FT &Y FEATaST, o & BIH gl IT SA1e, FT AT ohl ATUT H gHAT AT 0| H o ATAGIE &
q A G99 981 ¢ -FA11h a9 g6 qaF 23 TSI § FEAT gIT- T gHA a1 AT ATITE 9 o siisft e fFah wea
TALHRT T G SATTARTIR FTAIT T STA TSAT T ATHT § I FTRL FT <l 8| THH FHISLT gL 7k gor g Far &r
fereraTfersTe 3 it I it 92 AfAardar wrd-Fererdr & s g1 et § e & Rt s #r wree ae BE H ot
F feoaforat qea-forae F w2, ST Ao & Bt a2 6 1 9si ST €, A 81 341 ST Ut AT9T 7 SEaaTer
Tel FX T g, ForaH 372 wea e gl 1 &l ITeHaer & el FiFg stfermr it Sfeet Tofidl goH Hid &l ared
FIAT, AT o T AT SR FT AHAT & IUAT A=l ST 7 [orad gi A1, Tg dg AT g e Te1 9979 ¢ oY 2a9
T Bl STTAT g1 AT AT &, a8 ST A, el TgadT gl AYERY § THHT Aaad ¢ [ T2 Qe+ &, 917 qg1| Bt arer =9
T T THE Tl TTd, FATh TGl Tl TETaT 9T STq AT | I [o10 3297 5

RO a2t ZIaT 8, ST §6a § UST § 9T g 997 S=-ar= § TG AT & e arer gargw &g amaa & e w1
T T EAT| Irg i TTEH ST & GEARAT SATTT o A1 Zar § 0 foram| 7w a6 & 918 Svg, avTrell § Sare [Hedr g1 4%
g T =° I-Fag § TP AT § ST AT Haed AT qa&T dal 9Tl BT &f § AU FHT Ale UL AN HFl 6
feaTeTET TEaAT | A2-TEaT 9T A0 H AR T &7 gIT| SATAT=hT 7 T &F g 1o Tg FaH AT T STeaH
1963, 1960 F TTZATA AT STHT GALTIAFR AT ol AT I TATA ISTAT g1 TF g T TLRTE qTo0 =19 I 7AHF 1A Lol
g oY T gor e fRd % wscd &7 9@1ET a1 ST @t gIS5ET §9 T8 |1 &gl 8- fogamr 98 § & Feex Raarteat
Tg AHTH ZHT ATRT 36 o T ST 72 &1 o <0 & 2T smeft 7at uger 7 qo1 § Fgl Atersh y=aq # g1 I8 qaraH g
& ErawT-2ThT AT R4 1 FETaT & ATt SaaT Gt & T YAl FT Td ST T8l gl

HTeft-ft a1 g T Ficiiae & aoig ¥ T8 g &, S Sre=re it ot G2 & g7 aedig 9% § qg=mm g1 aferr ared
S @t & MamH! 99| &9 8 B4 & TR=T 987 75 8, F11% ol a8 AT &, [SrHH ST AT giav gl T8 & a1
ford: =Y o & RS o & Tt s 2y st A va vk zafern g, i Feamdy =g & =i zafen
el o et ¥ i f2aT 7 Feey THdF qTuT 1 ATTHT 3T T IATE T T a7 7g 8 T 9rex weme, fofr waeft fFae
Y WETa AESTaT & g FoheT 91T § 981 Arcq| oo &7 SEAATer 7 F7 ATl HAATAH STET ATITA & qrere arel 90 Tat
ua AR & St i g e ST R ff S g, tsa A T s sra I g AR v B F o aa-ag g
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AT SATTRT g THEAAT SATETT &, X9 T ZTeAd Aol 27, “FAT 390 FT ZTAT 2T & F Tl g1 AT gH aTehT oh AN oh forw a7 ot
feurfa 1 =Y foRT & Stre & #rE T 9T a8t sran e oft afe g7 waiy atefige e s g AT et em gd awer H e
STTUATT, a9 EHH T A FigU FoF g8 HIEHT 8 ZRIT J<AT..| ITOT THT il 71, FAGU * {o70 ITHLT AT ATRT| a<F & Tk
ST AT A Y A, 3 e T E A A

AT &, 39T AT F1 GGT TIAIT F FICHT H qF 3219 791 (T 7GF 77 [F971 §1)

R Be PN

TS ST H ARITHEAT

Date: 17-01-17

HAATE 10 AT & 3T FEA % 70 GIRATE G galll TTE 09 q2 I BAT AR & 998 & UF fed #
TU ATCHATAT A § THTH ARIT 6l ST FAeAT TS 3T F2 77 qTAA g1 TU| AFATEATT | TFAL GG NS aof GAd g 37
9ITH T AT ST 92 g1 ST 21 TH 2 9ok THALN h ATHATH AN 3T ATgeT T STHTAST 98 AT &, I srdent gaar
o & oo ==Y o 7 99a 8, arfe gareat i @At ferw g1 T STETEdT o TATesT HAT 7 gHe § HLA ATAT hl
TEAT 28 AT FATAAL il HEAT 73 FATS 21 FTATIH FTFATHEATT F STFAFTEY AT T 9% AL qTAL F ATEA (A S| bl
ST FH TATd 8, STAh STl T O 36 dE-9gH qaqld gl AT Sl Jadrse JTIe A Srgrg 7 arar g
o gaer | TrgT g [Reermer™ & Sttt &1 o ST arelt T a9 JaTg gl TS| U T ATeT HaT aT& STHA o AT 9T
TTEA ST T T ATHEHLIT 6T 747 2

U THE Tg THILT ST TAAT & [olT AETIEaTT § Herg? off, oI oSt ag ST gTed § g1 a8 SAFATEaT il Jaiar,
ATEET 37T AT TG HT AT o T2 B TH i ie Uk Fheareie? i g1 9% & SARTaear it 75 9698 g=1 gl 37 9ed
TCHTT F TATAT 21 T T TETTAAT 7w TSl F U THTUE H TH AEATHEATT 00 F AT AT ST 3 IFE F T oF &7 H
TZ AT AT TALHAL g1 10 STHALT il TRTAEATT o Uk GAL AZT FATE H AT TH GHTHT §3T| AT & 1 A eh A1  Teh T
& a7 99 [T T AT AT 39 g8 H AR & Uh T Ta97 gaTd SISl 3 396 AT §4<h 7
STHIITT o STRATIEATT | ST JTA 1 T, ST T Uk Thel Fad HT SHTEA FiLed AT I

el WY AT eregel oTeft ot T /i &7 TS| 6 d7d THIIT T af § FedTd deTaee T AT Ardharal a13s
THATIRH T FUTRT Tl STed LA & (1T F=T § AT AT| ATCASATT 0l ATIE A Sg12 7 AT FHeme it oeAr 6 e « 1 g,
ATHT TEH ATUHATT T TATNT AT FT ST B & THIT A1 (AT ST Tl gl THT &7 AW F F2 68
AT a7 off qrferam™ 7 gaer ) gaiv & arq € & st argata aers stam ot e & €9 7 srdsdars 9 aed
TEATIEATT T GISHL AT T &1 TG ATHT TS FLEAT AT 7 Fohaar T QURTH 2 o, AT SHehT ST ieea e -aTehea e
T i =g agTE 21 ASTHT ITTHEATT F G TR A AT F ATCREdTH T (oA ATl AT -ALFH Fg T T 7 |
TR A5l g0 TRUMTHEAET 37T ARATHEATT SATAHATE 6 AATE Hhe H HF AT § 3 L & | Tah qIHH AT hl
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Rufa far g1 12 81 srRTTREaTT ® 2% foF [RETT ST i ST & g1 AT 98 2T 21 29T Adeda T, 98 99 Y 3g
SITITY, HTEF T il TERLT, TR SATEAT T 2 ST 777 AL TiSd JUre it a7z 3 TE g1 Rt 3971 7 =9
AT FEMT gl AT T TG T TS F T 3T T8 T Nar¥T ff q@ed § 98 99 a1 g1 T0iaFwT ger
TEATIEATT & STAAT FAT T ATTE A T AT FH, AFITAEATT T TALATE H BT, TN ATLEAT T ASTGLAT TETH
FIA H THY FTA T HOH SATET ATH TTHEATHT FAT ¥ IHF THEN T TA T ATIASTT T gl | STFATAEAT  [AAHTT 6
T/ 9% o e T

SIATT s &+, R i faaer i = o=t 7 sgT2e g™ &l AWMAEAE § q5d Ga¥ Hl o Hid & (o0 qrishedT=
& fgars Teritas, =, 897 Fars F & qq1g & o @ Tgaid giHE Fss F ARITHEdTT e & o
TR &l TSFETE 38T AT 3T ATAHATE & [GATh ASTS Fl THTH FLd 6 [0 ITRed T & [T FEars Fed @l
AT A ofF, stfor T 7eft smrg =ef afaa gu) s i Rafa srer It & fanrg @ 81 urtrear Ru s gwtda
AT ¥ <90 § TTAT g¥ & gHT i g 8| ATeraTT & A1 92 T/ I ITihearel 9T % STt ¥ STari & g
2 T T T 3TE 2

3T T3 TR qeaT a1 | gaTgdl sl ST ag 8 IAET AAad 2& AT g ST 7% ATTAT HHF g1 a1 gl T T T
T9T H T T ATATALOT 81 I AT TFATHAEATT | ITHheaT fRord smaehariaat & s aedt famr w21 g, df
AT FT a7 g o6 SahaTiasl &r o7g I ATl ITTReaTT JAT 3f¥ g TdT FITH aTel T3al T & Vi IaTaT (a@m &l
g1 IS qTferaTe $iT g qTfehed ™ | TR g qIerd g 3 SHF ATaehT STRITHEdTT § qTihed e 3iT J3at oIvd %
TSI FT AR] 2T 77 21379 gy giaar £ e srifian & 9u agafa SHee 29 F Fu €, #9106 Iraid sasarg i
TEATIHS FLHGTAAT H THTH FLA FT ATQT FL TG gl GIATh qAIAATT 0l AT T THel TTARAT g =l AT 3FIE gl
AEATTHEATT TPATT 6 TATGHE F & H HIT TAT Fgdl g o STRATHEAT § I a1l g€ TG AqhaTal gaai §
TTfeRETe T FAT T IRT ST 81 TAATIET SABITIEAT 3T T H ATTRATET ZHAL oh GIT 26 &7 | T FTAT FHLAT
AT g 3 T o forw arefes &= 99T A1EaT 81 90 F 390F § FeH T H dhars Ferd o forT seuass 7 sasharar
AR RFATATE FT TETAEATT o U ATt 59 | s FFam om v a1 6 397 seudens 9 A =eae § a9rd
TR 1o ® 90 &A1 e A AgiRe 2MT, sEhe § U agata w1 AT gET ST SEHEEd™ § UE & 978 UE
FNTATE FE AT ZHA BT F5 Fohd I g | TEAT, TTTHREATT AT THE 7 TR HEATH-T TR TH-STT & § Tg F7 &l gl
T, TTThEd T TRl &l ST A5l JI 1T gl TTET, TTREaT o &5 § e HIAH Fdd i AT T FT &1 g Sl AT,
IE & TATET ol TLEAT [T AEH HT AT g TR 27 THeh T ATILATg A1 g0 dl Tg IThed e o (o0 BIAEHE g
T T TAT AT o forw griaerreen| afe arferedT & feTs F3 17 ¥ STI=Tur a1 a7 7ehar g & s arer ot o
T AU THATT S HT [0 | TEATIHE STAHATE 3L AN 1 (GEqaTal A1 Hl @d g0 A ATAT 90T T3 THHT afed
T g 3 forT Tt |ATfad g aTAT €1 a1 SETHT & 1S qU7T 6 a1gL T3 & a7 O Taeht A< qgatd a7 9 foh
TS 21 3T § T =g oo Aret o7 et g 39w 2

[ &% Hif3ara<ia ga. digil, TEPeT & TFIa & TRY TAFFITE JIX 77 A0TT J189FR7T 5 |
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. The Indian EXPRESS

§) JOURNALISM OF COURAGE Date: 16-01-17

War minus shooting

The Jan Lokpal Bill was accepted by the Congress government in 2013
with amendments and was renamed and passed as the Lokpal and
Lokayuktas Bill.

For all its tough talk on corruption, the Modi government’s actions
have only weakened the anti-corruption reforms in the country.
Demonetisation is the latest in the long saga of failed promises of
the government, which includes putting Rs 15 lakh in every account,
making the names of Swiss bank account holders public and
penalising those named in the Panama papers. The government’s
manipulation of legal norms in the appointment of the directors of
the CBI and the Enforcement Directorate, the deliberate delay in the
appointment of the Lokpal, the dilution of The Whistle Blowers
Protection (Amendment) Bill, 2015, show that the government’s
promised dedication to fighting corruption is just political

gimmickry.

The Jan Lokpal Bill was accepted by the Congress government in 2013 with amendments and was renamed and
passed as the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Bill. Three years have gone by and the BJP government is yet to appoint a
Lokpal. Their excuse is a minor amendment to the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act 2013, which would allow the
leader of the largest party in the Opposition in the Lok Sabha to join the five-member selection committee, is
yet to be passed. This reason is hypocritical because earlier this year, the government passed a similar
amendment in a different bill, The Delhi Special Police Establishment (Amendment) Bill, 2014.There is no
reason why the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act could not have been similarly amended. Even the Supreme Court
has reprimanded the Centre for delaying the appointment indefinitely and observed that the law to have the
Lokpal must become functional soon.

The government has moved additional amendments that are against the spirit of the original Lokpal and
Lokayuktas Act, 2013. Earlier, all public servants were required to file annual details of the assets and liabilities
of their spouses and dependent children. This clause was intended to aid in the investigations of public
servants, or any person on their behalf, who are in possession of a property disproportionate to their known
sources of income. But the amended Lokpal Act in July 2016 removed the clause for public servants to
publicise the details of their spouses and dependents.

A similar fate has befallen another anti-corruption legislation, the Whistleblower’s Protection Act, 2011. The
Whistleblower’s Protection Act was passed by Parliament in 2014 and received the support of all major political
parties. Instead of making the Act operational, the government moved an amendment bill in May 2015 which
severely diluted the Act. As per the new amendments, whistleblowers are barred from revealing any documents
classified under the Official Secrets Act of 1923, even if the intention is to disclose acts of corruption, abuse of
power or criminal activities. These amendments exclude disclosures which “prejudicially affect the interest of
the sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of the State, friendly relations with a foreign State”.Left to a
bureaucrat’s imagination, the interpretation of these amendments is ambiguous and can be used to target
honest whistleblowers. The government is clueless about the amendment bill’s status. The MoS in the Prime
Minister’s Office said the bill had been sent to a parliamentary committee; an RTI application revealed the bill
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is not pending with any parliamentary committee.The Modi government’s appointments to key agencies and
institutions show scant regard for well-established procedures and norms. In the case of the CBI, the tenure of
the former director came to an end on December 2, 2016. The rules of appointment indicate that the
government should appoint the next CBI director based on the recommendation of the selection committee,
consisting of the prime minister, the leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha and the chief justice of India.

With less than a week remaining before the retirement of the former director, the seniormost officer in
contention for the director’s post was shunted to the Ministry of Home Affairs as a special secretary. The
seniormost officer had the requisite experience and was supervising high-profile cases. A Gujarat cadre IPS
officer was appointed as interim director. The appointment was questionable because the selection committee
was bypassed: The concerned officer’s history indicated that he was chosen by an earlier Gujarat government to
probe the Godhra train burning incident. Many allege the appointment of the interim CBI director was
deliberate. The alleged aim was to postpone the meeting of the selection committee to a date after January 4,
2017; after January 4, 2017, a new CJI took over.

Similar rumours cropped up when the appointment of the director to the Enforcement Directorate came up.
The post had become vacant in 2015 and for an entire year, the BJP government could not ensure a proper
handover. Instead, an officer was given additional in-charge of the ED. He received three extensions in one
year before being named the full-term director.The silence of the BJP government over the Vyapam admission
and recruitment scam, which involved politicians, senior officials and businessmen in Madhya Pradesh, is also
telling. Corruption must be eradicated. Clear laws, strong enforcement and an empowered citizenry are
necessary for that. An independent judiciary, autonomous investigative agencies, a vibrant civil society and an
impartial executive are also essential. But that’s not the way India seems to be headed.

Gaurav Gogoi The writer is a Congress MP

Date: 16-01-17
Crack the cocoon

Our school system does not prepare students for university. The final
year of ‘Plus Two’ should be a preparation for college, not an
examination.

Our universities are witnessing a great deal of turmoil. Having
straddled the world of both schools and universities, as it were,
it seems to me that there are a few basic issues involved here.
The first is the almost total disconnect in our school system
between the curriculum and the reality of this country. School
curriculum, for the most part, is totally focused on board
examinations. Of course we teach our children all there is to
know about physics, math, history and what-have- you. But do
we teach them about the bitter caste divide that plagues our
country, about the spectre of famine that stalks large parts of
our land, about gender sensitivity, about the possibility of
atheism as a choice, about the rights and emotional needs of the

AR\ /

LGBT community?

Equally important, do we teach them to ask questions, or do we teach them only to passively receive our
wisdom? An oft repeated complaint from teachers to parents is: “Your child is extremely disruptive in the
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classroom. He is forever asking questions!” We do not, because apart from our obsession with board
examinations, most of our teachers are woefully ill-equipped to deal with these issues.

Most teachers hide behind the fig-leaf of “where is the time for all this?”, when the truth is that a well-informed
and imaginative teacher can easily weave these lessons into the delivery of the regular curriculum. Schools also
do not deal with these issues because few schools dare “rock the boat”. What if the parents complain? Of
course, some of the “better” schools have debating societies which “debate” these issues. But, as the name
suggests, they remain at the level of a “debate”. Once the trophy is won (or lost) the issue is forgotten. And, in
any case, how many students do these debates touch? A handful, who, rather boringly, appear for every debate
on account of being the school’s “best” debaters, whilst the conscripted audience yawns through the
proceedings.

If the teachers are ill-prepared, the principals are even worse off. This is because today, most school
managements want “managers”, not “leaders”. I was helping a few schools recently in their search for a
principal. In the hundreds of CVs that I saw, there was a monotonous similarity. All of them had the statutory
MA and BEd. Some even had a PhD. They all claimed considerable “experience”. Of what? Doing the same
routine things over and over again.Not one had dared to step off the trodden path and explore uncharted
territory, professionally or in their personal lives. What kind of leadership will these principals provide? What
kind of dreamers and visionaries will they inspire?And there is all this talk about India being a nation of
entrepreneurs and “start-ups”. What does all this have to do with what is happening in our universities today?
Lots. From the cocooned world of school, the adolescent finds herself/himself, almost overnight, in the
wonderfully unfettered world of university. Here, she/he is swept up in a turmoil of ideas, influences and
ideologies. For someone who’s been discouraged from asking questions and forming an opinion, this transition
can be a painful one, riddled with minefields. The young mind can too easily be caught up by peer pressure,
rhetoric, macho imagery and powerful demagoguery.

I disagree strongly with those who say that university students should not be involved in “politics”. As budding
leaders, they have every right to be not only informed, but also involved. But this involvement must come with
a deep understanding of the issues at stake — an understanding that is possible only if we “catch ’em young”
and train them to think for themselves.It is also a well-established realisation amongst educationists across the
globe that the new world order demands “skills” more than “content” — skills such as problem-solving, creative
thinking, team-work, leadership, empathy. In our country, the child is forced to dive into an ocean of content
almost from nursery. By class 12, the volume of content is frightening, leaving little time for anything else. Add
the pressure of preparing for a multitude of entrance examinations, and any thought of “skills” goes out of the
window.

One possible way forward, but one which will require considerable political will and imagination, would be to
scrap the current class 10 board examination (which is not taken very seriously anyway) and have the final
board examination in class 11 instead. The “Plus Two” system was introduced with the hope that students who
were not really academically inclined would opt for the vocational courses on offer and not bother about formal
university. Given the Indian penchant for a “degree” and our aversion for anything remotely resembling
manual labour, the system never really took off.Class 12 should then be treated as a “college preparation year”,
the curriculum for which could be drawn up in conjunction with universities. This curriculum, broadly
speaking, would try and develop all the skills a good university requires of its students — critical thinking,
analytical ability, research, reference . In the process, students would develop the maturity to be independent
thinkers and take informed decisions. University life would become that much easier and meaningful. Of
course, a lot of the fine print would need to be worked out — but surely we can begin by just debating this issue.

The writer is director, student development & welfare, O.P. Jindal Global University
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T TART 6T a<h

UH a<h |, S I g2 ATATAT o AT 619 FT [AFX 3, Tg @I G AL a1 T [ gl Tl & T Telesq 7 eihdh S(TH
T =31 qI AHTeT 31 T8 918 39 92 & o0 GTaT 11 21 76T 2, o = & At et € = s <y 3 afe=t
o o gu 81 7g =9 3 & 7 agav & 1 =oer a9 o F forw St afeat S2ierg w2 ST F19 SEdAT AT ST Jehar
21 TH TEEAT F U U ATeT o] ST hl &, ST d21 ATTord g, THT & Fia F IRl 98 F w5 SU< a7 317
T qYE q¥E & AT 3 AqFA SR THH =g AN 95 Tkl SHHIT ¢ T f-aaew 19 &7 78 7909 o0 ) %y 7t |
HTRTY T T T & ST T8 I TTgd aqT [d@Ts <9l 32 F U & a1 | A=t off a2 oo o+, 99 J51 ¢ 6 o
<o STTH o HTH § WiF % 9a9 @40d Mgl | AT gl 59 a3 g7 o 397 &t sfraef fufaat # 42 = #19 #3d 8, qai
T T ATAF & AT 45 HE TTd TG SATH T §e T ST gl FaH ol FgT 2897 I @F gl T8 AT H AT HT 51999
Fgl SATAT g1 TET AT Teh AT o SEd 101 H T HATE o i H 91 &G T A AT U A AT &l Tg aq aq &, I I
9Tg¥ STt STTH o T o THTT TTL ATSTHT T 2| UH §, 75 @IS gt HIT THTEE < Tl 8

TATA g o GHTY 397 | UH AT ATHA F7 Al ol g0 ? TH HATA %l SASHT a6, T ST AT JTH o1 2 &, 89 v
ot TR AET T Q1 9T S <9 |, T AT STH 37T qTehTiors qaTem it Tfd 08 S| 19 gaT @1 al, 98f
T AT A= il T gl Hed B ATH U UAATAFHE 7 g2 A qEd ATgel T AF9T A, HTaST 4 STaIe % SEIHTA
u¥ S 3 3 Ay ag ot gerre T o G areafor Y Taerw i o, S g7 avg i giaemd g & e # a9eie
27 A5 % forg aree 7 s a2 et # site-Sam wigar off U € v Soe om geier & 5§ saarae gen an
T o AT H FIAT AT AT 31 FSvg, AR T2 o 375, A AW, Ieg, T ATHIAH asTgl o ST Agl haT ST o7

S HI-TTF F0 &l | I FATAT § F a7 TITAL07 Tl FHIE AT (A TGl 8, T TA T S | g qiF TH T AT FT
et g o 2o ag? &fthe o g & fRA-3-3 Samar & SA7aT &7 gid ST 32 g1 924 Sl St 9% af ST a=1 Jal a7
FAAT Tl | UH H, STAANT T 227 72 g [a@T TFhdT gl U TTNT AT, TATGIETE, FIAIL, TeAT, AT, TETS, ST
HAT STATET AT T § AT FAL T TFd 5, ST T [HHAT TS g AT STAHN il AT THET & 419 q5! TI7T| TGS, STl
g the I 3 o0 Tt & 9T ST ST YT FTII S AT 8, Fgl TTHdr H aTaY ST T AT AT 0 ATy TS
TFHAT g1 TH TANT o TorT T &% 9% =R =201 i1 e i 9ga ot FT00 g1 T g1 TLAE, A JI 39 -
T 3 TR ST ZHTE T2l i1 ST o e Ut &1 S AT ST 7 %7 a%h 2| AT AU Shishe, AT T god
HIETE BT Tl 8, T IF TANTT [ 5 T8 § 7 STAHY, T2T T4 [&AT 70
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AT TH Aol (HAT Utgd AHAT & AT FHT STATH

e AT il R’ &l SATST U AT T2 21 T@T gl AT T AT Al g o6 Uled a1 o UAT 741 haT? STara o |7 f9ar agt
T T ST Fd T SASTE HIAT TT? 2ETAE TAATHEl H 16 THALN 2015 Tl GHAT 7 AHSAT Fd THT TF AdT Al
TIET AT S TH T=7 30 21 arar 9rga sfaesy T aedie forw auer &1 = I & 72-9% 9g== «@m 39 == 7 uF
AT T ST qT < 2T T var-forat afor siasaeards g1 a9ar 81 et Tg araueft o7, a7 § steeahearal a7 9Tl s
ST 3ET FLHT 8, AT ATSIT T TR & 52 ¥ [&ara gt

At TaT § 9-193 F T8d =0 9o § 989 g1 Tl gl 989 i y[&ard ¥ §4 f&aaer & srarg B o fF afoa ga,
SIS, TATEHTT T TLAT T S| Hl We T FRTAT ATU| FH-FAT g7 a7 1Y a9 AT & T T 91 6 STagTe &l S
ST 21 ol Afaat & SITfa-2TawdT & dgd SI=aTd 2raT o ¥gT g ¥ o off S g1 Tafory | 9e7 7 gedT &7 107 41
ST 5T /T STAT I il AT I SAATAT 51 2IIT| 39 FAafeamer™ TR § ATHGAT FT T A1dT ATHAT g 3 SATara
SH THT g 8, T g | LA ST ITET il TEhT Al 1| STHT T SHFETT § FHIL07 g2 I 91 4698 § dg] g2 g 3%
e afaes & o g i FaramT 78 F g9 81 Tae forg et ardl faery & Sreva sgemr g £ o § 9= H
AT FeT STET &l gTISTE g9 T8 gUu, al SAaii=ra ATH STt SAqATs| Sas 1 57 JIT H gaTl &Y qgl 9% T8
ST AT gl AT T THEATE {9 81 ITRI STq STIHT TST & A Tl HeA TR AT AT LT, FIST, Hehre, Foream,
TS 3T TR TATIR| I AZT ATHTONR SE9Td A8l AT, THT agf % 1sd AN & (2 § 19 FT Th| AT Tgi
S 3t o 9= St 8, o "arfer s i ey T 1 s+t =i off, sfE var 98 gam 7 5 s sae g
SreraTT |11 T2, 78 Aeaaqot 21 o o 1S Sraerd o & 997 A81 81 T AT avwr ff Sw w7 qdl g, 9 vaEr
FHAT o AT g1 FATA H 7T TS T ST 1 SHFT TZH L@l g AT ATAT-TATHA S8H SATET 9L ISHL (64T Al
STAT| STl & T3 ST A, AT TererT-aqaet a1 ({iae arEreet =0 AT ol T w2 hagre et § I8 a9ar Ta1
T ISATaTAY T2t o J-9¥ T Tgl FRIHT & o AT AT AT B 8 AT THehT aoTg & Ik g ATl T F Fi=ra
2 T2 21 7 qAtug foreror geerrent § oft wrwr Far w@ar 1 9w siw Shfaafin, @gr 9% G w9 A =T smer § off
Fiora-siaam o fIe=E e % 97 979 =T 1Ay g1 S AR GrEd g B sreeror 7 g1 gt €, Sve a8 ST g
g F9T T STTE o ST I o ToIT qardy qTohaa F3t 810F TG0 9T, T ATZLT SATHHTHRTLT AT & A1 92 o s
T A I, TN FIT H THEA [ SHTL FT5LAl | qTehd Agl 0T AT TEART 376 FH AT? GHATAL AT AT AU, ATE I qT JTA FHleAT
ofT, AIBTT T AT FIAT AT, &1 FT FAST, TTEHT 1 Feo] TATIS FT FHIH 5l HIAT &AT| 3 T AN SAAAT H & T3 3T
AT qg! ah HITHT Toil ATl & 912 T F&9 FASE gU 2| AT F ATST-agd Taehl ATHT-TTH § AR 7t 3T
AT B T A= T3T g (1| ST W F1=d ¢ T T8 STTad A9dT 9 384dT 9¥ Iiasdel T8 929, 3w o9 #aT
AT SIITI AT T2T SATATST T AT T2t & STUI, a7 6 o<k gl o usty, Sreewr e wae some 7 fFm a
&2 AT 7 FOTE T 7 IAL AT AT AT, T THT ATHTSTH-ATEAT H IAAT §3T 8| 3G 3 1% T FF d% GAAAT 52

TR T, TIHeTHT T (T 7GF F 97 1397 5)
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IHLAT AT 3hTHT

ShTRT WETeer gy T a9F 99 FEUT T 98 2T 8, T a7 bl Fed % (o7 gTe o a01 § Uk qera< ‘ShiehT TeionT #1 g4
TETATE 2TaT T2T &1 TERT AT I AT AT T AT &7 2, ST T a1 T2 2 T arsfirerr Y aweard gadt ot & fhag
Foft ITH I AL AT TRAT| ST, T UH ATl & ar §, oad 54 3or q97i2a 8 o oed f#0a v seg S waeg J
ATEH RT TEd &, T AT o FIOHI ATA-HLATHT &1 Tehld, FAITAT Sgd SATET T Tgd ATh &1 IIEL # ToIT, FHM
ST ST ® Aledi 7 FATEl § G076 T Tl STIae H (3T, T T41 of qoai & TPl 7 I8 SIS ¥ AR FT
3T =9 I AT H AARTATSN % O AN Tq-HEAH gId gU dgl & TPATd o eifaqor qLieh o FLET @retl w7 &f| ao
AT Gt Tt o T AT Arett sfvr ey e oft st ST wareEt F ST F FwHET g7 8, Tath S5vg a0
e areme 1 B 39 fr arearsrar g1 g i 16 Freet et arer snfar £ 3w fegreatar § feer
HEST &7 IIA9T g1 AT 2017 § TET GATAATG (4@ ol | STIRIhT <901 7 6 HTe AHa< a A0 Hglasl il {h AT &
FATH FT A& TF AT 21 ST AL FTH FO BF AT, TTZEHH T SR § TG A, HATAT S AW 61 AT T FTHT dS(T 7
TR THAT AT FIART F & T BT THAT 2, S (ATHT ToATh! § TV AN =171 2w 75T 81T TATh H0 H7d § 78
TFHATE T TETHTA F TG B, T SATEIT o AT FHAT o AT H TR QAT FLAT, TSHRT ST AT SETHTA, HIT FoTT
TATrorT =TS -2aa=AT GET F3AT, F2TS il A% dhA1 ATATET T 2107 F EATSE TR o ST FHAT T AT FA7T0
AT, FIT T F=a-Sat & qveAv i T § ggd Fiaq 6w Graar Tg1 aqd| AT bl TRar § 3T off sgq
qfET 2l

7 fBergT grsa qifazs, saRksr




