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Diaspora: Beyond blood and treasure

The Pravasi Bharatiya Divas must not be dismissed as a three-
day jamboree or a side show for Indians living abroad and
people of Indian origin. Instead, it is an opportunity for
engagement.The present government’s approach in this regard
is most welcome. Nearly 16 million people born in India now
live elsewhere, according the United Nations’ International
Migration Report.

The World Bank estimated that remittance flow to India in 2015
was to the tune of $72 billion. The ‘pravasi’ Indian is an
important resource, and occasions like the Pravasi Bharatiya
Divas should yield partnerships to aid the social and economic
transformation of the country.Across the world today, Indians
— NRIs and persons of Indian origin — are in leadership
positions in businesses, academia and policymaking. The overseas Indian should be seen as more than a
potential investor.Given their location in the mainstream of their adopted countries or their sheer numbers, the
overseas Indian can play an important role in presenting a more realistic assessment of India.Governments
and institutions need to make provisions that will allow for such partnerships to be more than good intentions.
As the government crafts its engagement with overseas Indians, it needs to augment its outreach services for
expats, especially as the Gulf countries such as UAE, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Oman and several African states
have emerged as important destinations for emigrating Indians, besides the US, UK and Canada.

Given India’s ambitions as a global power, the diaspora provides an important entry point for India to work
with countries across the world big and small. The government’s outreach to the expat Indian community
needs to be more than pomp and show.Neither should the size and volume of investments become the only
measure of success of this partnership.Instead, the expat should be a resource that can be drawn on. That
requires work from all stakeholders. It also requires a vital and transparent adjustment of expectations that
stakeholders have of each other.
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ITET THATE Teh! F Tl HAadT o gt THef T Tt 2l

i l -l I El égé Date: 10-01-17

o d

LSTATTd R F<T AT

TETAHAT 4% Tl F I7 TAT % (AT AT T F T8 TEE1 F (Qrs FH7 wd «F g Omer Gt awd saar ardt
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FATRT ATrh TS T AT ST AT AT HATTOTT TGl i Heh| TSI IAT 3 (o710 AT FISAT FAT T gNiT (o o
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TqARAT AT, T ST ST S ATHATA ST TETATL TGl S [Hamor Searat & &7 fers® qstgd a=aT S| 379!
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2t g 3 2017 # T8 A & AW AT SO, AT 2016 ST AR T AT TGS 7 ST Toh| AR T ¢ o T A
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waHE T GeraT AT AT TEET ol ff gea § gwed gt AT S '@ 81 aa e 25 a9t 7 srdwars f gartagt
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THE AT TP AT TATHT T ARNERT 6T a1q 987 § 71 2| 78 g@s g & v aut & artrear aafia =21
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SET §1 AT &l TF FIAT gIIT Toh FAT IHhT TR STELd F T8 TATHT 2l T2 31 FIT 2016 H TSI €215 * a1%
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TEATE TRT ST 78§, AT BTeTa oTsft A81 aael g1 T&T de (o 2014 H TT | 31 & 1% & g TITHAT TIat T =4 14T
T ITATRFAT & T e F2d T2 2
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Tqoh| TELET (U=t &1 0T & 2 T @i Tiear FRroms=a @ 81 Taer-ararel! 9 g1 3% eqedr & arawor § foroe
AT |iat A gfrar v Aot Jey avRe gy diow w9 A S arh g1 9 S @ 8 5 www & gdw ahEar |
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TR gl 7 a1d & o 9 it TP qET 7ar | Fs T GIHAT ST HIHIT H STTHGAR ToLsarst (AT Srar
TZTE| THH H FT q1 Z9H1 ° HIS[E gl TTH F T3, Hl TgATH ST Irg o0 Usie H FUL L@ o (o7 HIGT L1 hl TeET
FT AT AU AR =T Y a7 7g 8 T g i @ 8 o ameiad 7 92 S| i2adr & arad 791 o 7@ 2l
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[ FGF 1. FEaTeR, feiegE HK % e us garfatad ¥ 3w E 7 &1

Q}
. The Indian EXPRESS

f) JOURNALISM OF COURAGE Date: 09-01-17

More than outrage

Radical public policy reforms are necessary to end crimes against women

Four years after the rape and murder of a young New Delhi resident
supposedly transformed our national consciousness, stories of
India’s grim war against its women continue to be reported with
metronomic regularity: The assault on the streets of Bengaluru on
the New Year’s Eve is only the most recent. It should now be clear
that outrage, high-sounding speeches, or even the most perfect laws
will not make Indian women safer in the absence of thoroughgoing
public policy reforms. The government’s data speaks for itself. In
2013, 309,546 cases of crimes against women were reported to
police, rising to 337,922 in 2014, then falling to 327,394, suggesting
that after an initial surge of hope, women were losing faith in the
legal system. The reasons for this aren’t hard to find. In 2013, 114,785
rape cases were pending for trial. Of the 18,833 prosecutions that
concluded, just 27 per cent ended in a conviction. In 2015, despite
new fast-track courts and new laws, 137,458 cases were pending for trial, and convictions had risen only
negligibly, to 29 per cent. The bleak truth is that for a woman seeking justice for a gender-related crime, very
little has changed.

The path forward is simple, provided the state and central governments have the will to take it. The first step
has to be making public spaces — streets, bazaars, public transport — safer. There are many ways to do this, but
the backbone has to be law enforcement: The greater deployment of police officers, backed by better training
and lighting and surveillance tools. India needs to take a hard look at whether it actually has the capacity to
even begin to do this. Just last week, police officers seeking to protect two Delhi women harassed by young men
were attacked by a mob. The country now has 144 police officers per 100,000 population, down from 149 per
100,000 in 2013, and well below the UN norm, based on orderly societies, of 220 per 100,000. It also needs
more gender-equity: Only 122,912 of India’s 1,731,666 state police officers are women.
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India can’t, however, expect change, unless it’s willing to invest in it. Enhanced community policing, for
example, needs radical improvements in training and human resource standards; constables hired and paid on
scales for unskilled labour cannot be expected to deliver modern policing standards. Forensics and
investigation skills are, outside a handful of states, conspicuous by their absence. Finally, deep institutional
reforms are needed so police forces become accountable to the communities they are meant to protect, to the
law they serve, not governments: Filing a complaint to its processing has to become easier and woman-friendly.
Most importantly, any crime against women — and not just rape — has to fetch severe punishment.




