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THE TIMES OF INDIA Date: 01-12-16

Judicial overreach

Forcing moviegoers to stand up for the national anthem won’t make them
respect it

Yesterday the Supreme Court directed that the national anthem must be played before all film screenings at
cinema halls across the country. And while the anthem plays, everyone in attendance must stand up to show
respect. The top court reportedly said, “People nowadays don’t know how to sing national anthem and people
must be taught.” This raises questions, first, about judicial overreach and second, about infantilising citizens.
The job of the judiciary, including the Supreme Court, is to interpret laws and not to make them. Democracy
relies on this separation of powers. But accusations of judicial overreach have become common precisely
because the judiciary often usurps legislative authority.

Second, how short is the journey from mandating that everyone sing the national anthem before a movie to
mandating it before every cricket match or even every commercial flight getting off the ground? This is not a
silly question. It’s a serious contention that coercive nationalism demands an endless flattening of identities
and behaviours. It’s offended by the rich diversity of our democracy. But nationalism should not just be
something angry, punitive and authoritarian. It should also be a thing of beauty, excellence, consideration for
all. The positive spirit cannot be coerced. The song dictated by force won’t be as sweet as the one that’s freely
sung. When people are pressganged to show respect for the national anthem their real feelings may end up as
entirely the opposite.

Finally, this court ruling comes against the backdrop of India’s great pendency of cases worsening with an
eyeball to eyeball confrontation between government and judiciary. The matter of the national anthem is not
urgent but is being ruled upon — while the finalisation of a new procedure to appoint judges remains in limbo.

Thre EcoNnovic ' TivEs Date: 01-12-16

Mixed up on movie hall nationalism

No part of the nation gains from the Supreme Court order mandating everyone to stand up and hear the
national anthem play before they watch a movie. On the other hand, the order takes away from judicial
sanctity, individual liberty and, indeed, the efficacy of patriotic symbols to articulate or reinforce patriotism.
The US Supreme Court ruled, in 1989, that burning the Stars and the Stripes, while an odious act, gets the
protection of the First Amendment that guarantees freedom of speech. In other words, how national symbols
are treated is for the citizen to choose. The state’s integrity is dimmed not by offensive words or acts of some
wayward citizens but only by its own failure to live up to its constitutional standards. These universal principles
of democracy find no reflection in the court’s order on the national anthem.Why is the cinema seen as the right
place for affirming the nation? Why not mandate that all members of any queue that is at least 15 people long
sing the national anthem once every five minutes? And what is the basis for the presumption that singing Jana
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Gana Mana in a mechanical, perfunctory fashion just because that is a
legal precondition for watching a movie would enhance the singer’s
patriotic fervour? Is a symbol mere reflection of the essence? Or does
it induce the essence? Will painting stripes on a dog make it a tiger?
The court’s order raises a number of questions, both abstract and
concrete.

i Experience of citizenship is the basis of patriotism and national
feeling. For that experience to be positive and affirming, social
relations as mediated by the state must be such as to make citizens
stakeholders in a common endeavour and individual achievements
enrich the lives of society at large, vicariously, if not materially.This
can happen when policy, governance and the polity at large work to improve the lives of all and induce common
stakeholdership. Then does one section’s sorrow furrow every brow and another lot’s success bring joy to all.
The way to boost patriotism is to refine this politics, not to make a song and dance out of the nation’s symbols.
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& 3T g TSI &1 &l Aol Afch @S g Al AT HY [&GIT & qT THTS 6 THT Tl Hl IHFT Z& 8 I HLAT AT TH
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T T, AGH HT THHI (T AGF & 777 [397T5)

R Ro PR

S {ed ®i ds I

Date: 01-12-16

st et it o & €7 =24, wred | off aeat i Sg o T § ST et v st gl o SAigd it s ArSrEredt ®
FTASE AT T T | TF AT T TS TG o A1 g1 ATAha< w1 T TLATHOT 21 & TSI H AT /AT H FHT A 5



&

ME ) www.dfeias.com | 5
IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (01-Dec-16)

AFARIS TAATHET o QT F AT 47 TTALMT ATRAT ST AT 20 T H ATHLT F FAT G BT il FE 9T &1 T
TR | U SAESTATS 9T o HATI® The 1% ol aolg o agd STeq AT 2025 TH 3% 39T H 40 TIAT ATHAT I FAT
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T3 TETerE &1 AN 7 § Fgd & TASAITAF WS 8, FAN1h ATATEAT & T A1 AF AN & (2 | I FH07 F:2A7 a2 37
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T IWT g1 TOT AT 2T S STt i AT STed asfl T g ST g/ IO Te 64 F ged? g 94T qr|
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T 83 AW F T G| U AT F AT FH &l gU I, 5 Ira i+ dgd qagsf ailh
T I TS T3 T TAT AT FoRAT 971 AT 1959 § THAHTLN ATHATATE
ot er T STTEdT T TTEET FIA F qT8 | FIET AT 397 T 9T FLd
AT | THH IS TF TGl 1o ST FgAT H 6T, T8 SAhT o130, ITohT ATRTEATAT 37T 3T 52 i 1T a7 F srfdr=atwr =f,
ST o6 IERT ST T2t 2R
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ToRaT TTg i [MrerTsT=e 318 o Fg| FIaT & T ST 3% GoT Aal | AT A T, SEd ARt aad 25 S,
LRI Ta [9reT, TRfehedT i Afeast arell STare AT & qTas(@ Srsi(a-41 [*2fd| SATETa AN AT =l (e & &7 4T
T T8 F FH Fd @, ST ATHAT I o T 709 29 Al 908 gaMT il TZA1 ATARIA 6 ddt T2 g€ ah
FoATAT T 1 TS ofT, oFH & Frhy stages off| T SIA-8Td gAY gl il ATel TART (SHET a7 STt ofF| T8 gam™T *
T 3= greedl § F Ua o) haei o forw a1 39 fUar &7 UTge A1+ &7 19 F2d o)

SATETAT AT & T e3Ae &l gragT 981 ofF| qrarse B off T3 aret & o o) fFesft amme, a2t 7 & 7@ 572
=g, Treee T o AT i 9 F ¥ A1 GIT F AT A o2 F [T GHE § A BT wam, av # =@
9T | AT AT [T AThel TH 6l &l A1qe @E AT Tg 7@ HE HTE T o Fag UET TTA 67 &T, TET § Hs a9 =l
TP T ST AT §| Sraiv ot ©9F AT o T27 o 7 QT TATHI £ 9T I ATeAT Ao AT T & AT Tg&H g

A ZATAT 377 TUAITE a7 Y 918¥ 39 3T A1 o ST 7 =7 g1 97| A A | 99z 7 T3 ¥ gt arer #ar #
TSI | TEAT 3T Ao TT HT FHTA AT| AR G HATIAd TEqT o @1 #hf a1 U0 7 - 2T, Heit A | qreare
STEY ATST Sga< GTT 7 ThaT AT| 08 THeh] HT &9 H TEHT g1 TAAtd of T2 off| & sTaehrer 9% ST o7, Afhe 7% 919
“IATH eI 6 QU T Fg, ST BT a7 I Trel § 9 TF § §4 [T 6 747 98 T8 A8 7 A F o § 937
HEE F TFd 8?2 UF ST {ERIA o T1 Tard (e, Tady A6 a6t at 98 g o ara #wz1 Feet v fFefy dem aw
FTeET & Ay ® g forg §) <o are Qo ot St ® &6 ... ST a8t SR Sga /Ty U SATSTE BATA AN A AT
et s

ST, Iegid q3 FTET F THEHT Uk UL AT<h o FHerar [, ST 51 § 71 91 937 Ta0q aq1aer [aeehte & a7 gai:
AT ST STHTHT F G| IT AT &, ST AT AT {IOFAT il SIS B’ g A el THT T FAT A1 TET 39 T [ AT TATIT
T TGT AT Toh F@T ol AT GHIEAT o (o0 TS % Z90 il [EATT § STHITHRT FIT @VT0 M0 FTaa e ReHam g1 FTeEr gamE
T T8 AT FRErATSt 3 R i (RO T 9 T a7 T 9

= g T st faaret &1 et st s <91 o1 a0 J8i [0 o, S F#&T % T T9 979 6 T 9T off
g AT IV 6 AT SATTAF TG FATAT, ST AR AT o FILIT U IHeb THATT ] HIATS Fded H AIET qT1ad 2l
STehel T STHAT il GATAATU 5f SHel AT o [o17 QTHT TG AT gioi| STa § FI&T TAT AT, e a9 a1 20 ATF 7
SATET THTF AT A, ST T T FLUE 20 AT il ATl il TATH FHTS T AT a7 Tohd A| A9 947 & T U o
ATETET AT T | 9 a9 55 AT TAeHT AT ATHE 351 ge AT| TgT THeahl & (70 Uah ST qAT T §[Eara hr T2 off, e
AT STH FIETS AN dF qgl Tg qTaT =Tl

FTEIT o qHAF AT AT FLA AT AT AT (27T 3 rfehea Farsii 1 garer ST FTET o T8 T T Fd 8, AToheT o
Tt T H FTET T ATAAT F AHHT 3T A T Fgl, AT ITA AZ Fgah? Graeit gl § 38T 327 oo &, e v
FATAT T T &7 A, T IHF [ATH AT FId gU SATET dga? (ofd | g &, F( 1 qgi FF & FH Irg Ao T L@ &l
TETAT a1 et ST €1 FAT AT % STl § 7 9% Ivg LT G AT Zrarl’ U e 997 & G30d Y2904 9 9919 %
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T aga adte i &1 <6 WY AT (SwT G F Ga9 H FAT 6 T2 6 JTF I BTS20 1 ToA=1 § a9, qv
2009 § T TFS I 3T TERAT-TTGT | e @=T 27|

T8 § 7 T i FoRTE, e 7g Fgm™ & fefAere-aram & off dreg =1 73T Figd it T&q gl o T8 T ATt |
e AT, AT g TSTHIAF T, FTER(a AT AT 3 TaTeeT 6754 o SAqHT, AT Ffagrs 297 T T § Fa7 6
T SATET fodT ae fraT Tgd g1 Fer, o St 3Y F 7 SATET agq¥ siiad |T St T2 g

$
. The IndianEXPRESS

§) JOURNALISM OF COURAGE Date: 30-11-16

Cities at crossroads

Recycling begins at home

I have been unbundling the challenge of handling the garbage
that we produce as a society. The response has to begin with
the segregation of the solid waste at source (be it households
or commercial establishments), and go on to ensure that the
waste goes through the different streams of recycling and
resource recovery till the much reduced final residual is
deposited scientifically in sanitary landfills.

In India, the segregation of waste at source is rare. Recycling
is mostly with the informal sector, although some
municipalities are trying to integrate this sector into their waste management systems. More than three-fourths
of the municipal budget on solid waste management goes into collection and transportation, which leaves very
little for processing/resource recovery and disposal. This neglect is perhaps due to lack of awareness, in our
cities, of the hugely adverse impacts of poor waste disposal on the air we breathe and the water we drink.

How else do we explain this? We still have to imbibe the basic truth that waste out of sight does not mean that
it is no longer a threat to our health.

Where does waste-to-energy fit into all this? Ideally, it fits in the chain after segregation (between wet waste
and the rest), collection, recycling, and before getting to the landfill, although this is not always the case. The
energy from waste is a crucial element of waste management because it reduces the volume of waste for
disposal and also helps in converting the waste into renewable energy and organic manure. It is not necessarily
the most efficient or most economical means of generating energy.

Which technology is most appropriate in converting waste to energy depends on what is in the waste — that is
biodegradable vs non-biodegradable component — and its calorific value. The biodegradable component of
India’s municipal solid waste is currently estimated at a little over 50 per cent. Biomethanation offers a major
solution for processing biodegradable waste. If only we were to segregate our biodegradable waste from the
rest, this could reduce the dimensions of the challenge of solid waste management to half, at one stroke.
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“Biomethanation process degrades biological or organic compounds to generate biogas and manure. Biogas is a
mixture containing carbon dioxide and methane in varying proportions and a small quantity of hydrogen
sulfide gas. Methane is a harmful gas if released in the environment as it is one of the four major gases
responsible for global warming. But it is an excellent fuel.” This is how Sharad Kale explains the phenomenon
of biomethanation. He was the force behind the installation of the first biomethanation plant in Pune using
nisargruna technology which was developed by him at the Bhabha Atomic Research Center, Mumbai. There are
250 biomethanation plants across India which use nisargruna technology of biomethanation. ranging in
capacity from 0.25 TPD to 20.0 TPD, producing biogas and manure.

Some years ago in my column, ‘Postcards of change,’ I had written about a major initiative of decentralised
biomethanation cum power generation plants in Pune. The city has taken new initiatives to try biomethanation
on a medium-scale. While the decentralised small -scale biomethanation cum power generation plants have
increased from 17 in 2012 to 25 in 2016 and their total capacity has increased from 83 TPD to 121 TPD, they
still treat only about six per cent of the total municipal solid waste in the city.

Notwithstanding their limited share in the total waste that needs processing, the decentralised plants have
made a significant contribution in solid waste management of the city in so far as they use methane as a source
of renewable energy to produce electricity which is used to power street lights in surrounding areas. Not only
do these plants provide a major energy saving from reduced transportation, but they also generate additional
annual revenue of close to Rs 3 crore from electricity generation besides meeting their own demand for
electricity.

A major new attempt at scientific management of solid waste has come forth again from Pune where the Pune
Municipal Corporation and Nobel Exchange Environment Solutions, a private company have come together to
commission a bio-CNG plant with a capacity to convert 300 TPD of biodegradable waste into 15,000 standard
cubic meters of bio-CNG. This plant takes the process of biomethanation one step forward. Using anaerobic
digestion to produce biogas and organic manure, it further processes the biogas to higher standards. The gas
that is obtained can be used as an alternate fuel for natural gas vehicles or can replace other fossil fuels such as
LPG/CNG and diesel.
Sources in the company indicate that the plant at present is processing 170 TPD of biodegradable waste and
generating 9,000 kg of bio-CNG per day. While this is being sold as industrial fuel, the plant is also attempting
to generate bio-CNG which could be used for city buses. This requires further refining of the processes to meet
the necessary standards and also setting up of the requisite infrastructure with the help of the Pune Municipal
Corporation.

Another medium scale initiative in biomethanation is the 400 TPD plant of Organic Recycling Systems,
another private company at Solapur in Maharashtra. Based on thermophilic biomethanation process, this plant
is currently accepting 200 TPD of biodegradable waste and generating 2 MW of electricity and 40 TPD of
manure. The company has been awarded a contract for setting up a plant of 500 TPD capacity to process
biodegradable waste in Pune.

It is too early to tell how much difference these new ventures of biomethanation will make. Will scaling-up
work? In any case, the solution will only work if we are able to segregate municipal solid waste at source.

Reform must begin at home.

Isher Judge Ahluwalia The writer is chairperson of ICRIER, Delhi, and former
chairperson of the high-powered expert committee on urban infrastructure and
services
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Securing a cashless society

With the current cash flow deficit, people are being forced to
make digital payments. Without proper precautions and
security policies, the highly reactive nature of cybersecurity
leaves us vulnerable to cyberattacks.

One of the biggest financial data breaches in India, exposed in
late October, had compromised the financial data of over
three million users and victimised major banking companies.
The breach occurred when a network of Hitachi ATMs
infected with malware enabled hackers to steal users’ login
credentials and make illegal transactions. Following this,
companies issued new cards and asked customers to limit
their ATM usage to those operated by their banks. However, a few weeks after the breach, the demonetisation
announcement pushed people to do just the opposite — rush to withdraw money from just any functioning
ATM. Till date, there has been no communication from banks or the Reserve Bank of India assuring the public
that the infected ATMs have been taken out of service or fixed to prevent further breaches.

Digital transactions

Over the past week, digital payments have hit record transactions: PayTM said there was a 200 per cent
increase in its mobile application downloads and a 250 per cent increase in overall transactions; MobiKwik
said its user traffic and merchant queries increased by 200 per cent within a few days of the government’s
announcement. Companies such as Oxigen and PayU have also seen a rise in their service usage.

This trend is certainly heading in the right direction if we are moving towards a cashless economy, but the
speed of technological development and its integration into our economy far supersedes the speed of defence
mechanisms and protocols that could mitigate cyberattacks. Cybersecurity is unparalleled and reactive in
nature, which begs the question: is it safe to utilise these new payment platforms?

PayTM, for instance, is certified under the Payment Card Industry Data Security Standard (PCI DSS) 2.0
certification, which is the current industry security standard set by American Express, Visa International,
MasterCard Worldwide and a few other international dealers. This is an essential certification for companies
that store credit card information. PayTM and other such companies also use 128-bit encryption technology to
crypt any information transfer between two systems. It takes more than a hundred trillion years to crack a
password under 128-bit encryption. Needless to say, transactions via these companies are fairly secure, hence
there is little doubt that companies taking advantage of demonetisation are employing their share of
precautions for secure transactions.

However, this does not mean that these precautions won’t make us invulnerable. Apart from login credentials,
hackers target other things. For example, just a few weeks back, hackers breached a British mobile company,
Three Mobile’s database, putting at risk the private information of six million users, which was later used to
purchase mobile accessories at the users’ expense. Other uses for stolen data include underground sales,
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identity theft, or targeted personal attacks such as extortion. According to the 2015 data breaches study by IBM
and the Ponemon Institute, India is the most targeted country for data breaches.

While these attacks may appear sophisticated, there are easier methods that anyone with basic IT skills can
deploy. These include creating fake mobile applications and spyware that steal information, or social
engineering tactics that make you reveal your login credentials. Forums on the Internet are flush with step-by-
step instructions on how to create fake websites that imitate digital payment platforms.

The larger concern, however, is that if companies like HDFC and ICICI, which are most likely proactive in
updating their security systems, also experienced cyberattacks, what does that imply about unsuspecting users?
Most new users, especially street vendors, have been forced onto the digital payments bandwagon. Are they
aware of the security risks involved? And even if they are, what precautions can they take to minimise the
potential damage from attacks?

Collective responsibility

Companies, customers, and the government should collectively participate to mitigate cyberattacks and
minimise its damages.

First, all companies that offer platforms or services enabling digital payments should increase awareness
among their customers of the risks, and educate them on ways to secure themselves. They must employ
behaviour analytics and pattern analysis at their fraud prevention departments to predict suspicious behaviour.
They must be proactive in looking out for any fake applications or websites that masquerade their service. They
must monitor discussion boards, social media platforms, and forums that discuss hacking and fraud tactics,
and implement measures to thwart such tactics.

Second, the government should check if the current policies regulating these platforms are adequate and
update them regularly. People must be educated on the risks involved, strict policies must be enforced, and
companies accountable for not meeting security standards must be held. Benefits that come from overlooking
security precautions must be minimised, and public-private partnerships on live information sharing about
cyberattacks and fraud should be strengthened.

Third, customers should educate themselves about the risks involved and take precautions. They must
minimise vulnerability with two-factor authentication and change their password frequently. They must check
the authenticity of applications by looking for the number of downloads and read reviews by other users — the
higher the number of downloads and reviews, the higher the chances that the application is legitimate.
Customers must also check for other application releases from that developer. For instance, they must check
the Website’s authenticity by searching for the proper spelling of the Web address, check if the Website is
secure by looking out for a green padlock symbol on the left side of the Web address, and keep Web browsers
updated so they can recognise illegitimate sites easily.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently asked people to embrace the digital cashless world, reiterating that
digitisation of economic activities is here to stay. In the midst of going cashless, we should not cast a blind eye
to the security aspect of digital payments. We all share a collective responsibility to build a safe and secure
digital infrastructure.

Puru Naidu is a research analyst with the Takshashila Institution.

Ranjeet Rane leads the digital policy team at The Dialogue, an online policy analysis
portal.




