
 

SP’s slow suicide 

Generational divide deepens within SP, Akhilesh must take control of the 
situation quickly 

Mulayam Singh Yadav has a reputation of being a wily old
within his party, unfolding in full public view, indicates that the Samajwadi Party (SP) patriarch is losing his 
grip on his party and can no longer hold it together. After his brother Shivpal Yadav was sacked
government minister for the second time in one month by his son and chief minister Akhilesh Yadav, 
Mulayam’s much-heralded internal party meeting in Lucknow was meant to bury the hatchet between feuding 
nephew and uncle. It ended with an unusua
Akhilesh on the dais. It was yet another signal that differences within the party (and the family) have grown 
beyond the point of reconciliation. 

Akhilesh needs to break free from the political shack
political standing. For his first three years as chief minister, Akhilesh found himself in a Manmohan Singh
situation where he was in the hot seat but his authority was undermined. He also inher
lieutenants in his Cabinet. Most of them have been practitioners of caste
himself synonymous with post-Mandal identity politics. In practical terms, this translated into a government 
that was akin to previous SP regimes characterised by nepotism and lawlessness.Akhilesh tried to rectify that 
anomaly in recent times by cracking down on criminal elements within SP. He has been trying to portray 
himself as a leader committed to development and middle
and youth. In a rapidly urbanising and aspirational state SP is at a crossroads: the old guard representing the 
forces of caste and muscle power versus Akhilesh who wants to modernise and be in tune with 21st 
India. 

Irrespective of who emerges victorious in the turf war between old guard and young Turks, the loser will be the 
party. Akhilesh should tread his own path and create an outfit without the liability of his uncle Shivpal or Amar 
Singh whom he has blamed for the rift in the family. He may not be able to emulate the success of 2012 in next 
year’s election, but could become a force to reckon with by 2019 if he plays his cards correctly now.

Heavy baggage 

Udan is an idea whose time has passed, lowering fees and taxes will work 
better 

Udan, a scheme to provide air connectivity to unserved and underserved airports, has been announced by 
NDA. The aim is commendable as connectivity will lead to economic growth. But is t
scheme is based on a foundation of subsidies which are to be provided by Centre, states and airport operators. 
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Generational divide deepens within SP, Akhilesh must take control of the 

ulayam Singh Yadav has a reputation of being a wily old-school politician. But the unprecedented rebellion 
within his party, unfolding in full public view, indicates that the Samajwadi Party (SP) patriarch is losing his 
grip on his party and can no longer hold it together. After his brother Shivpal Yadav was sacked
government minister for the second time in one month by his son and chief minister Akhilesh Yadav, 

heralded internal party meeting in Lucknow was meant to bury the hatchet between feuding 
nephew and uncle. It ended with an unusually direct and emotional verbal spat between Mulayam and 
Akhilesh on the dais. It was yet another signal that differences within the party (and the family) have grown 

Akhilesh needs to break free from the political shackles of his father. Delaying this will only undermine his 
political standing. For his first three years as chief minister, Akhilesh found himself in a Manmohan Singh
situation where he was in the hot seat but his authority was undermined. He also inher
lieutenants in his Cabinet. Most of them have been practitioners of caste-based politics under Mulayam, 

Mandal identity politics. In practical terms, this translated into a government 
previous SP regimes characterised by nepotism and lawlessness.Akhilesh tried to rectify that 

anomaly in recent times by cracking down on criminal elements within SP. He has been trying to portray 
himself as a leader committed to development and middle-class aspirations, specifically focussing on women 
and youth. In a rapidly urbanising and aspirational state SP is at a crossroads: the old guard representing the 
forces of caste and muscle power versus Akhilesh who wants to modernise and be in tune with 21st 

Irrespective of who emerges victorious in the turf war between old guard and young Turks, the loser will be the 
party. Akhilesh should tread his own path and create an outfit without the liability of his uncle Shivpal or Amar 

as blamed for the rift in the family. He may not be able to emulate the success of 2012 in next 
year’s election, but could become a force to reckon with by 2019 if he plays his cards correctly now.

Udan is an idea whose time has passed, lowering fees and taxes will work 

Udan, a scheme to provide air connectivity to unserved and underserved airports, has been announced by 
NDA. The aim is commendable as connectivity will lead to economic growth. But is this the way to do it? The 
scheme is based on a foundation of subsidies which are to be provided by Centre, states and airport operators. 
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ol politician. But the unprecedented rebellion 
within his party, unfolding in full public view, indicates that the Samajwadi Party (SP) patriarch is losing his 
grip on his party and can no longer hold it together. After his brother Shivpal Yadav was sacked as a state 
government minister for the second time in one month by his son and chief minister Akhilesh Yadav, 

heralded internal party meeting in Lucknow was meant to bury the hatchet between feuding 
lly direct and emotional verbal spat between Mulayam and 

Akhilesh on the dais. It was yet another signal that differences within the party (and the family) have grown 

les of his father. Delaying this will only undermine his 
political standing. For his first three years as chief minister, Akhilesh found himself in a Manmohan Singh-like 
situation where he was in the hot seat but his authority was undermined. He also inherited his father’s trusted 

based politics under Mulayam, 
Mandal identity politics. In practical terms, this translated into a government 

previous SP regimes characterised by nepotism and lawlessness.Akhilesh tried to rectify that 
anomaly in recent times by cracking down on criminal elements within SP. He has been trying to portray 

s aspirations, specifically focussing on women 
and youth. In a rapidly urbanising and aspirational state SP is at a crossroads: the old guard representing the 
forces of caste and muscle power versus Akhilesh who wants to modernise and be in tune with 21st century 

Irrespective of who emerges victorious in the turf war between old guard and young Turks, the loser will be the 
party. Akhilesh should tread his own path and create an outfit without the liability of his uncle Shivpal or Amar 

as blamed for the rift in the family. He may not be able to emulate the success of 2012 in next 
year’s election, but could become a force to reckon with by 2019 if he plays his cards correctly now.
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Udan is an idea whose time has passed, lowering fees and taxes will work 

Udan, a scheme to provide air connectivity to unserved and underserved airports, has been announced by 
his the way to do it? The 

scheme is based on a foundation of subsidies which are to be provided by Centre, states and airport operators. 
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In addition, an extra levy will be imposed on domestic 
flights. These subsidies aim to cap the fare at Rs 2,500 for 
short distance flights under Udan.Even as things stand, 
passengers on busy routes cross-subsidise others. However, 
the need for this policy is increasingly debatable. In 2016, air 
passengers’ traffic grew at an impressive 23.17%. Also, 
aviation regulator data showed that airlines are flying 
regional routes more frequently than their quotas mandate. 
Simply put, aviation in India is being driven by market 
dynamics which have provided a stronger incentive for 
regional connectivity than mandated quotas. Udan’s success 
will depend primarily on interest shown by state governments as they have to provide initial subsidies. Only 
then will Centre and airport operators contribute. Passengers are the only ones without choice in the matter, as 
their new levy will kick in regardless of states’ interest. 

Fees and cess can be as high as 37% of the ticket price on busy routes and about 17% on low density corridors. 
This raises the question of the extent to which government fees and taxes act as a drag on air travel in India. If 
air passenger traffic is growing at a pace that’s the envy of other industries, the cause of the Indian flyer would 
be better served by government lowering high fees and taxes. India’s aviation policy needs to focus on fostering 
competition and enhancing the regulator’s capability.

 

                                                                                 Date: 25-10-16 

'उड़ान' के नुकसान! 

सरकार न ेनई ¢ेğीय हवाई सपंक[  योजना के ͧलए जो लêय तय ͩकए हɇ व े

सराहनीय हɇ। सरकार का इरादा उन छोटे शहरɉ और कèबɉ को ͩकफायती 
दर पर हवाई यातायात कȧ सुͪ वधा महैुया कराना है जो अब तक ͪवमानन 

सेवाओ ंस ेपरूȣ तरह नहȣं जुड़ सके हɇ। इस Ǒदशा मɅ एक आवæयक कदम 

उठात ेहुए सरकार कȧ उàमीद है ͩक वह एक ऐसा बाजार तयैार कर सकेगी 
जहा ंनए याğी ͪवमान लȣज के माÚयम स े इन नए Ǒठकानɉ तक हवाई 

सुͪ वधा महैुया कराई जाएगी। हालांͩ क उड़ान (यडूीएएन) यानी 'उड़ ेदेश का 
आम नागǐरक' नामक यह नीǓत ħामक भी है। इसमɅ नौकरशाहȣ के 

Ǔनयğंण, तमाम ĤǓतबधंɉ, कृǒğम एकाͬधकार और Đॉस सिÞसडी (िजसकȧ 
वजह स ेअ¢मता आ सकती है), उपभोÈताओ ंके सम¢ सीͧमत ͪवकãप, बढ़े हुए ͩकराये और ͪवͬधक चुनौǓतयɉ का भय हमेशा कायम 

रहेगा। योजना का सबस ेअहम त××व यह है ͩक ͩकसी नए हवाई माग[ के ͧलए सफल बोलȣ लगाने वाल ेको सरकार ĤǓत सीट 2,350 

ǽपये स े5,100 ǽपये तक कȧ सिÞसडी महैुया कराएगी। इसके अलावा 500 ͩकलोमीटर स ेकम दरूȣ कȧ उड़ान के ͧलए ͩकराया 2,500 

ǽपये तक सीͧमत रहेगा। कई अÛय सिÞसडी Ĥदान करने कȧ योजना भी है। उदाहरण के ͧलए ͪवमानन Ƀधन शãुक मɅ ǐरयायत, लɇͫ डगं 

शãुक मɅ ǐरयायत आǑद इसमɅ शाͧमल हɇ। सरकार नई ¢ğेीय ͪवमानन कंपǓनयɉ को åयवहाय[ बनाने के ͧलए èटाट[अप पूजंी पर भी 
सिÞसडी कȧ åयवèथा लाग ूकर सकती है। सवाल यह है ͩक Èया भारत सरकार को हवाई याğाओ ंपर आगे और सिÞसडी देनी चाǑहए? 

वह पहले हȣ एयर इंͫडया जैसी ͪवमानन कंपनी का सचंालन कर रहȣ है जो बीत ेकई सालɉ के दौरान करदाताओ ंका काफȧ पसैा डुबा 



 
चुकȧ है। सरकार अपने बचाव मɅ यहȣ कहेगी ͩक
नकदȣ सĒंह स ेआएगा जो मौजूदा ͪवमानन कंपǓनयɉ
जाएगा। èवाभाͪवक सी बात है ͩक ऐसी जबरन
आगे और कमी आएगी और उसके सामने यह जोͨखम
जाए, या ͩफर वह पहले स ेपǐरचाͧलत मागɟ पर
काफȧ हद तक ͧमलती है।  

 उÈत शãुक ͩकतना होगा इसकȧ घोषणा अब तक
आसानी स ेशãुक चुकाएगंी। सरकार को खुद स ेयह
करने मɅ कामयाब हो भी पाएगी या नहȣं? कहȣं ऐसा
लगाना चाहेगा िजसके बारे मɅ पता हो ͩक उसकȧ
अलावा Èया सरकार न ेमौजूदा बड़ ेहवाई अɬडɉ 
लɇͫ डगं अͬधकार देने पर मजबरू ͩकया जाएगा? अगर
उड़ानɉ के आने के बाद हवाई यातायात मɅ और कǑठनाई
Ĥभाͪवत करेगा। दसूरे शÞदɉ मɅ कहा जाए तो उड़ान
हवाई सपंक[  बढ़ाने का केवल एक हȣ तरȣका है
मजूंरȣ। 

लेन-देन मɅ डर का साया 

जब ͪपछले Ǒदनɉ यह खबर आई ͩक एक खात े

èटेट बɇक न ेकरȣब 6 लाख खाताधारकɉ के एटȣएम
आपका चɋकना èवाभाͪवक था। आͨखर एक खाते
कȧ सÉंया इतनी Ïयादा! जाǑहर है, जो कुछ हमारे
अलावा भी था। यानी जांच के बाद बɇक को लगा 
दो, सौ, हजार नहȣं लाखɉ मɅ हɇ तो उसने यह 

Ǒहसाब ͧमलना बाकȧ है ͩक कुल ͩकतने रकम का
खबर स ेहमारȣ आपकȧ ͬचतंा बनी हȣ हुई थी ͩक
30 लाख स ेÏयादा डǒेबट काडरे के ͪपन नबंर और
ͪव×तीय आंकड़ɉ मɅ अब तक कȧ सबस ेबड़ी सɅधमारȣ
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ͩक यह तमाम सिÞसडी करदाताओ ंके पसै ेस ेनहȣं आएगी बिãक
कंपǓनयɉ स ेधन लेकर बनाया जाएगा। यह धन एक अǓनवाय[

जबरन Đॉस सिÞसडी के कई पǐरणाम सामने आ सकते हɇ। या 
जोͨखम पदैा हो जाएगा ͩक वह पहले स ेहȣ अिèथर इस 

पर याğी ͩकराया बढ़ाने पर मजबरू होगी। इस परूȣ योजना

तक नहȣं कȧ गई है। बहरहाल ऐसा लगता नहȣं ͩक कंपǓनयां
यह पछूना चाǑहए ͩक Èया ऐसी योजना वाèतͪवक उɮयͧमयɉ
ऐसा न हो ͩक इसमɅ रातोरात उडऩ छू होने वाल ेकारोबारȣ आ

उसकȧ सिÞसडी एक अदालती आदेश स े ͩकसी भी समय ख×म
 पर इस योजना के Ĥभाव के बारे मɅ ठȤक स ेसोचा है? Èया
अगर हा ंतो Èया इसे भी काननूी चुनौती नहȣं ͧमलगेी? चाहे
कǑठनाई होगी और लगने वाल ेसमय मɅ इजाफा याǒğयɉ के
उड़ान योजना का लêय जहा ंसराहनीय है, वहȣं इसकȧ परूȣ
है-अͬधकाͬधक हवाई अɬडɉ का Ǔनमा[ण और हवाई याğा

                                                                         

 मɅ सɅधमारȣ के बाद भारतीय 

एटȣएम Þलॉक कर Ǒदए तो हमारा 
खात ेमɅ चोरȣ और Þलौक काडरे 

हमारे सामने आया सच उसके 

 ͩक सɅधमारȣ कȧ सÉंया एक, 

 कदम उठाया। अभी इसका 
का वारा-Ûयारा हो गया। इस 

ͩक दसूरȣ खबर यह आ गई ͩक 

और अÛय जानकाǐरया ंचोरȣ हो चुकȧ हɇ। सÉंया 65 लाख को
सɅधमारȣ है। यह सÉंया और बढ़ेगी। कãपना कǐरए यǑद इतने
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बिãक इसका कुछ Ǒहèसा उस 

अǓनवाय[ शãुक के जǐरये वसलू ͩकया 
 तो ͪवमान सेवा के मनुाफे मɅ 
 कारोबारȣ ¢ेğ स ेबाहर हȣ हो 

योजना मɅ लाइसɅस राज कȧ झलक 

कंपǓनयां ǒबना काननूी चुनौती Ǒदए 

उɮयͧमयɉ को अपनी ओर आकͪष[त 

आ जाएं। ऐस े¢ेğ मɅ कौन दांव 

ख×म कȧ जा सकती है? इसके 

Èया उनको इन उड़ानɉ को सèत े

चाहे जो भी हो लेͩ कन तमाम नई 

के ͧलए इसकȧ उपयोͬगता को 
परूȣ अवधारणा मɅ खाͧमया ंहɇ। 

याğा ¢ेğ मɅ मÈुत ĤǓतèपधा[ को 

 

                        Date: 24-10-16 

को पार कर रहȣ है। यह देश के 

इतने डǒेबट काडरे मɅ स े कुछ 
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ĤǓतशत का भी इèतमेाल कर धन Ǔनकला हो तो वह रकम ͩकतनी हो सकती है। बताया जा रहा है ͩक य ेसभी काड[ ऐस ेएटȣएम पर 

इèतमेाल ͩकए गए हɇ, जहा ंस े मालवेयर के जǐरए सचूनाएं चोरȣ हो रहȣ हɇ। वसै े तो इस सɅधमारȣ स े सबस े Ïयादा एसबीआई, 

एचडीएफसी, आईसीआईसीआई बɇक, यस बɇक और ऐिÈसस बɇक के खाताधारकɉ के पीͫड़त होने कȧ सभंावना है। लेͩ कन दसूरे बɇकɉ के 

चपेट आने स ेइनकार नहȣं ͩकया जा सकता है। ͪपछल ेǑदनɉ जब Ĥधानमğंी नरेÛġ मोदȣ न ेअपने ‘‘मन कȧ बात’ मɅ कहा ͩक हम देश के 

आधुǓनक बनाना चाहते हɇ; इसͧलए धीरे-धीरे देशवासी नकदȣ लेन-देन कȧ जगह Üलािèटक मनी यानी काड[ का इèतमेाल करɅ तो उनके 

Ǒदमाग मɅ शायद यह बात नहȣं थी ͩक इसमɅ यǑद खुलापन है तो असरु¢ा भी। यह घटना साǒबत करती हɇ ͩक चाहे आप सरु¢ा का लाख 

दावा करɅ, Ēाहकɉ को ͪव£ापनɉ स ेया एसएमएस स ेसचते करते रहɅ..इनका पणू[ सरुͯ¢त होना असभंव है। िजस मामल ेस ेइतना 
डरावना चोरȣ सामने आ रहा है, वह èटेट बɇक ऑफ ğावणकोर के प͠म (केरल) शाखा का है। इसमɅ एक मǑहला न ेͧशकायत कȧ ͩक 

उसके खात ेस े3 और 5 ͧसतàबर को 55,000 ǽपये Ǔनकाल ेगए हɇ। जांच स ेपता चला ͩक ͪवदेश मɅ िèथत एटȣएम स ेपसै ेǓनकाल ेगए 

हɇ। चीन के ͩकसी एटȣएम स ेऐसा हुआ है। माना जा रहा है ͩक जो डाटा चोरȣ हुआ है, वह चीन स ेहȣ हैक ͩकया गया है। कुछ ͪवशषे£ कह 

रहे हɇ ͩक ‘‘Ǒहताची पेमɅट सͪव[स ͧसèटम’ स ेजुड़ ेएटȣएम का इèतमेाल करने वाल ेलोगɉ के हȣ ͪपन चोरȣ हुए हɇ। Ǒहताची पेमɅट सͪव[स 

यस बɇक के ͧलए एटȣएम नेटवक[  चलाती है। कहा जा रहा है ͩक åहाइट लेवल एटȣएम स ेफैला मालवेयर अÛय दसूरे बɇक Ēाहक के खाता 
को भी हैक कर सकता है। िजन खाताधारकɉ ने ऐस ेएटȣएम नेटवक[  Ĥयोग ͩकए हɇ, उनके काड[ कȧ ÈलोǓनगं होने का डर है। इसे देखत े

हुए अÛय बɇकɉ न ेभी अपने Ēाहकɉ को सचेत करना शǾु कर Ǒदया है, ताͩक उनके साथ धोखाधड़ी न हो पाए। तो यह कहना मिुæकल है 

ͩक ͩकतने बɇकɉ के ͩकतन ेĒाहकɉ के काडरे के डाटा मɅ सɅधमारȣ हो चुकȧ है। हमɅ पसैा Ǔनकालना है तो जो एटȣएम सामने आ गया, उसमɅ 
अपना काड[ डालकर Ǔनकालत ेहɇ। हमɅ Èया पता ͩक दरू बठेै ͩकसी कȧ नजर उस पर है। वह हमारे काड[ का हȣ Èलोन बना सकता है।आज 

के समय मɅ तो बहुत कम लोग सीͧमत धन Ǔनकालने या जमा करने के ͧलए अपने बɇक कȧ शाखा मɅ जात ेहɇ। सभी तरह कȧ बैͩ कंग 

सेवाए ं एटȣएम, मोबाइल और ऑनलाइन उपलÞध हɇ। ‘‘नेशनल पेमɅट कॉपȾरेशन ऑफ इंͫडया’ न े ‘‘नेशनल फाइनɅस èवीच’ और 

‘‘इͧमͫडएट पेमɅट सͪव[स’ के तहत एटȣएम मɅ ĚांजÈेशन सरल और ͩकफायती बना Ǒदया है। दावा ͩकया जाता है ͩक सेवाए ंसरुͯ¢त हɇ। 
लेͩ कन धोखेबाज इस पĞालȣ मɅ सɅध लगाकर Ēाहकɉ के खात ेस ेचोरȣ कर लेत ेहɇ। Ǔनजी खातɉ स ेचोरȣ के मामल ेपरूȣ दǓुनया भर मɅ 
सामने आ रहे हɇ। भारत मɅ भी हम इÈका-दÈुका ऐसी खबरɅ पढ़त ेरहे हɇ। यह भी ͬचतंाजनक हȣ है। एक åयिÈत के खात ेस ेयǑद 

धोखाधड़ी हो रहȣ है तो ͩफर दसूरे स ेभी हो सकता है और यह भारȣ सÉंया मɅ भी हो सकता है। मगर इतनी भारȣ सÉंया मɅ डाटा चोरȣ हो 
जाएं तो मानना होगा ͩक इस åयवèथा मɅ हȣ ऐस ेदोष हɇ, िजनको दरू ͩकए जान ेकȧ आवæयकता है। यह इस पĞालȣ कȧ असरु¢ा को 
समͨझए। एटȣएम काड[ ͪपन के साथ काम करता है। हमारे खात ेकȧ और दसूरȣ सचूनाए ंडǒेबट या Đेͫडट काड[ के पीछे कालȣ मÊैनǑेटक 

िèĚप पर रहती हɇ। धोखेबाज इन सचूनाओ ंको चुरान ेके ͧलए èकȧͧमगं नाम कȧ तकनीक इèतमेाल करत ेहɇ। इसके जǐरए काड[ के डटेा 
पढ़े जा सकत ेहɇ। बɇक हमɅ अनेक Ĥकार कȧ सावधाǓनया ंबरतने का सझुाव देत ेहɇ। हमसे िजतना सभंव है, बरतत ेभी हɇ। ͩकंत ुधोखेबाजɉ 
के सामने कई बार सारȣ सावधाǓनया ंबेकार हो जाती हɇ। आͨखर 30 लाख डǒेबट काड[ धारकɉ मɅ स ेसबने तो असावधानी बरती नहȣं 
होगी। तो हम Èया करɅ? हमारे हाथ मɅ तो कुछ है नहȣं। आज एटȣएम मशीनɉ को इस तरह बहुपयोगी बना Ǒदया गया है ͩक उससे हम 

अनके काम करते हɇ। हमारȣ आदतɅ भी ǒबगड़ गई हɇ। अब अपनी शाखा मɅ जाकर चेक जमा करना या चेक भरकर पसै ेǓनकालना तो 
धीरे-धीरे परुाने यगु कȧ बात हो रहȣ है। ͩकंत ुयह साफ है ͩक आज कȧ पĞालȣ िजतनी सुͪ वधाजनक हुई है, उतनी हȣ यह असरुͯ¢त भी 
हो रहȣ है। सुͪ वधाओ ंके बढ़न ेके साथ आज छोटे स ेबड़ ेधोखाधड़ी कȧ आशकंाए ंभी उतनी हȣ बढ़ गई हɇ। भारतीय ǐरजव[ बɇक न ेएक 

सकǽलर मɅ यह तो कहा है ͩक बɇक कȧ असावधानी स ेयǑद कोई फजȸ लेन-देन हुआ है तो Ēाहक इसके ͧलए िजàमेवार नहȣं होगा। यानी 
नकुसान कȧ भरपाई बɇक करेगा। लेͩ कन ऐस ेलेन-देन कȧ ͧशकायत 4 स े7 Ǒदनɉ के अदंर करानी होगी। Úयान रͨखए, बɇͩ कंग धोखाधड़ी 
मɅ Ēाहक कȧ भागीदारȣ है या नहȣं, इसका Ǔनण[य बɇक हȣ करेगा। Ēाहक ऐस ेमामलɉ मɅ बɇकɉ के चÈकर लगात ेरहत ेहɇ और अͬधसÉंय के 

अनभुव Ǔनराशाजनक हɇ। Ĥæन है ͩक Üलािèटक मनी को जीवन का अǓनवाय[ अगं बना देने के बाद इसके असǐुर¢त होने कȧ िèथǓत मɅ 
हमारे पास ͪवकãप Èया है? कुछ नहȣं। अत: सरु¢ा कȧ िजàमेवारȣ तो बɇकɉ को हȣ सभंालनी होगी।

 



 

Making cities inclusive

The challenges of a rapidly urbanising world and of providing people with equal opportunities in cities were the 
central themes at the just-concluded UN Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development, Habitat 
III, in Quito, Ecuador. As a once-in-a-
member-countries for the next 20 years, and attracts wide governmental and civil society participation. Yet, the 
process has to be strengthened to evaluate how countries have fared since 
issues such as reducing urban inequality, improving access to housing and sanitation, mobility, and securing 
the rights of women, children, older adults and people with disability. Moreover, as services come to occupy a 
dominant place in the urban economy, the divide between highly paid professionals and low
majority, has become pronounced. All these trends are relevant to India, where 31 per cent of the population 
and 26 per cent of the workforce was urban 
towns each year. Urban governance policies, although mainly in the domain of the States, must be aligned with 
national commitments on reduction of carbon emissions under the Paris Agreement, a
Sustainable Development Goal 11. 

 India’s ambition to harness science and data for orderly urbanisation is articulated in a set of policy initiatives, 
chiefly the Smart Cities Mission and the Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transforma
little evidence so far that these could achieve the scale needed to address the contradictions of building 21st 
century cities for 20th century industrial technologies. Today, these conflicts are reflected in the lack of 
adequate parks and public spaces, suitable land for informal workers who offer services in a city, egalitarian 
and non-polluting mobility options and new approaches to low
for the Quito conference, the Ministry of Housing and Urba
redevelopment of slums (which represented 17 per cent of urban households in 2011) involving private 
agencies, and low-cost, disaster-resistant, prefabricated constructions as key to the ‘Housing for All’ policy.
This important programme should be pursued with a vigorous annual review that ranks States on the basis of 
performance. The Centre should also take its own National Urban Transport Policy on developing cities around 
mobility networks seriously, and liberate cities from the tyranny of traffic. UN Habitat plans to review country
level progress on its New Urban Agenda in Kuala Lumpur in 2018. India’s performance on improving the 
quality of life in its cities will be watched.

                                                                                   

वƨृɉ के ͧलए नंबर एक देश 

एक 90 बरस के वƨृ åहȣल चेयर पर बठेै हɇ। उनकȧ
कȧ सुͪ वधा भी है, वाई-फाई के साथ, िजससे वह
उनके डॉÈटर को फोन लगाता हंू और यह बताता
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Making cities inclusive 

The challenges of a rapidly urbanising world and of providing people with equal opportunities in cities were the 
concluded UN Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development, Habitat 

-generation event, the Habitat conference sets a guiding compass for 
countries for the next 20 years, and attracts wide governmental and civil society participation. Yet, the 

process has to be strengthened to evaluate how countries have fared since the two previous conferences on 
issues such as reducing urban inequality, improving access to housing and sanitation, mobility, and securing 
the rights of women, children, older adults and people with disability. Moreover, as services come to occupy a 

nant place in the urban economy, the divide between highly paid professionals and low
majority, has become pronounced. All these trends are relevant to India, where 31 per cent of the population 
and 26 per cent of the workforce was urban according to Census 2011, with more people moving to cities and 
towns each year. Urban governance policies, although mainly in the domain of the States, must be aligned with 
national commitments on reduction of carbon emissions under the Paris Agreement, a

India’s ambition to harness science and data for orderly urbanisation is articulated in a set of policy initiatives, 
chiefly the Smart Cities Mission and the Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transforma
little evidence so far that these could achieve the scale needed to address the contradictions of building 21st 
century cities for 20th century industrial technologies. Today, these conflicts are reflected in the lack of 

ublic spaces, suitable land for informal workers who offer services in a city, egalitarian 
polluting mobility options and new approaches to low-cost housing. In the national report prepared 

for the Quito conference, the Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation identified subsidised 
redevelopment of slums (which represented 17 per cent of urban households in 2011) involving private 

resistant, prefabricated constructions as key to the ‘Housing for All’ policy.
This important programme should be pursued with a vigorous annual review that ranks States on the basis of 
performance. The Centre should also take its own National Urban Transport Policy on developing cities around 

te cities from the tyranny of traffic. UN Habitat plans to review country
level progress on its New Urban Agenda in Kuala Lumpur in 2018. India’s performance on improving the 
quality of life in its cities will be watched. 

                                                                                        

उनकȧ आम[ चेयर पर एक èĐȧन है, िजसमɅ वह  अखबार पढ़
वह अपने पǐरजनɉ स ेबǓतयात ेहɇ। उनके एमआरआई मɅ 

बताता हंू। डॉÈटर उÛहɅ अèपताल ͧभजवाने कȧ तयैारȣ करते हɇ।
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The challenges of a rapidly urbanising world and of providing people with equal opportunities in cities were the 
concluded UN Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development, Habitat 

generation event, the Habitat conference sets a guiding compass for 
countries for the next 20 years, and attracts wide governmental and civil society participation. Yet, the 

the two previous conferences on 
issues such as reducing urban inequality, improving access to housing and sanitation, mobility, and securing 
the rights of women, children, older adults and people with disability. Moreover, as services come to occupy a 

nant place in the urban economy, the divide between highly paid professionals and low-wage workers, the 
majority, has become pronounced. All these trends are relevant to India, where 31 per cent of the population 

according to Census 2011, with more people moving to cities and 
towns each year. Urban governance policies, although mainly in the domain of the States, must be aligned with 
national commitments on reduction of carbon emissions under the Paris Agreement, and to achieve 

India’s ambition to harness science and data for orderly urbanisation is articulated in a set of policy initiatives, 
chiefly the Smart Cities Mission and the Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation. There is 
little evidence so far that these could achieve the scale needed to address the contradictions of building 21st 
century cities for 20th century industrial technologies. Today, these conflicts are reflected in the lack of 

ublic spaces, suitable land for informal workers who offer services in a city, egalitarian 
cost housing. In the national report prepared 
n Poverty Alleviation identified subsidised 

redevelopment of slums (which represented 17 per cent of urban households in 2011) involving private 
resistant, prefabricated constructions as key to the ‘Housing for All’ policy. 

This important programme should be pursued with a vigorous annual review that ranks States on the basis of 
performance. The Centre should also take its own National Urban Transport Policy on developing cities around 

te cities from the tyranny of traffic. UN Habitat plans to review country-
level progress on its New Urban Agenda in Kuala Lumpur in 2018. India’s performance on improving the 
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पढ़ रहे हɇ। उसमɅ वीͫडयो कॉͧलगं 

 छोटा सा Ħेन-Ǒहमोरेज है। मɇ 
हɇ। मɇ वƨृ स ेपछूता हंू, पǐरजनɉ 
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को बता दूं? वह कहत ेहɇ, ‘Èया जǾरत है? करना तो सब आपने हȣ है, और मɇ अभी अखबार पढ़ पा रहा हंू, मǾंगा नहȣं। यह आǑट[कल 

पढ़कर बता दूंगा।’ गजब का कॉिÛफडɅस है।यह हाई-फाई åहȣल चेयर उÛहɅ सरकार न ेदȣ है। वह एक ‘ͧसकेहेम’ यानी वƨृ मरȣजɉ के घर 

मɅ रहत ेहɇ। वहां तमाम सुͪ वधाएं हɇ। उनके ǒबèतर पर एक सɅसर है, िजससे वह जब लेटत ेहɇ, ब×ती धीमी हो जाती है। उठकर बठैत ेहɇ, तो 
ब×ती जल जाती है। उनके गल ेमɅ एक गजेैट है। अगर वह घमूने Ǔनकलत ेहɇ, और एक खास समय तक वापस नहȣं आत,े तो नस[ को 
फोन चला जाता है। उनके जीवन कȧ िजàमदेारȣ सरकार कȧ है, और वह उÛहɅ यू ंहȣ मरने नहȣं देगी। कुल ͧमलाकर, नॉवȶ मɅ बढ़ुापा मज े

मɅ और ǒबना बÍचɉ पर Ǔनभ[रता के कटता है। भारत मɅ कई वƨृɉ कȧ पीएफ, ĒेÍयटुȣ बÍचɉ कȧ ͧश¢ा, शादȣ इ×याǑद मɅ साफ हो जाती है। 
मझु ेकोई ͧशकायत नहȣं देश कȧ ĤगǓत स,े मगर वƨृɉ के ͧलए अͬधक स ेअͬधक योजनाएं हɉ, तो बेहतर। नॉवȶ अब तक मगंल पर नहȣं 
पहंुचा, सारȣ रकम तो पɅशन मɅ लगा दȣ। 

अजूबा नॉवȶ मɅ Ĥवीण झा

 

 


