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The EcoNnovic Tives
Date: 24-10-16

The jungle rules when the state bows

The government is not just an institution that allows some
individuals to play leader and enjoy the perks of office.

The authority of the state is what separates order from
chaos, progress from stagnation, pursuit of knowledge and
civility from primitivity, and the rule of law from the
maxim ‘might is right’.

The Fadnavis government of Maharashtra has knuckled
down under threats of violence from one political party
that got all of 0.8% of the vote when it contested elections
the last time around, when it colluded in postponing the
release of a film opposed by the party on threat of violence.
This is most unfortunate. The government has
demonstrated that the threat of violence can make it bend

the law of the land.

This makes room for the law of the jungle. Intolerance comes in the way of normalcy and industry —
in the sense of being industrious as well as doing business — both of which are a government’s job to
facilitate and enhance. Ratan Tata, a fellow Mumbaikar, at a function on Sunday criticised the rise of
intolerance dubbing it “a curse we are seeing of late”. He is right to be concerned as a citizen as well as
a businessman.

When an elected government abdicates its duty to protect citizens and their right to free expression, it
helps the rise of intolerance. Of course, this is not a new phenomenon. The Congress governments of
Maharashtra have traditionally allowed the Shiv Sena to take the law into its own hands. Indeed, the
rise of the Sena owed to the desire of the established political parties of the state to see an external
force physically break up the militant trade unions that threatened to give the state’s politics a
leftward tilt.

The state’s patronage of the Sena’s practice of physical intimidation stems from this history.
Tolerance and diversity of thought and opinion are virtues in themselves in a democracy. That apart,
regimentation of thought would stifle critical thinking and its permeation into the economy that leads
to innovation. Endorsement of intolerance is bad politics and bad economics.
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forsT e &5

ATdA ol ) & faerT F1 781 3§ TAT § FIS 3R

AraTfeleh dehl Sl FATAT &1 Feht IX-fovearied aRETTcTan (TAHIV) A gl & FolTg Fea &1 oI 6l &
facd a¥ 2015-16 F ST dhl T ohol TAUIT T 9.5 HIHEET &1 3T SAdTh 3% Ueh ATl Ugot Tg Aol 5
BrECT ATl TH A 3T AL B R 58 HIhel & el & foIT oRlaR Au-AT far 9er fhe o @ 81
SIS s & 9y fasiie T o 87 gTel &1 H Ueh o7 [aur @M 8| 3egiel Has [EUcT & EXhRT bl 1 @rer
GEEd 81 STl & d1G Qlall o1 Ao el T GETd IWT | 31T Fgell § foh 38 Taerd Ufshar & el avE
Yo B STl & 916 3T WEATRIS Sohi ol Y 38 fHer Saar ATl

Date: 24-10-16

BTclieh ST GHW & SoT Glell dohl o ATH G ST § olfehet HITSAT RUIE o HATISh IoTeh! SART S 3T
S3ier 3R o 3T 3T T R UT| A 319eT FYaereT & oI HAGT TIHRY Sehl 7 defs 3HTh wrsher v frerely
SER IS ¥ TfoId o o T H g1 &1 1Tl TEIeT & Told 1T el & ST Foit Sk Sid ST T
91 ATl TET B $8h dTdsig doh 3Tt F8ier &l a1 e ay & 3ifda TAaATEr & sehareT gierar 9sT 4T 39
fAATET 7§ &7 Fehel TANT Fgoh 9.99 HIACT I TG I1AT AT STfeh 3D Th HIel Tgel IE FgoT 3.72
WRIET @7 AT| SHHT faccliar Agcl # FRTae #lf &@at T Aell STo SHT ehdalleT 5,396 FIS T9 TR Tge 1T
STefeh faed a¥ 2014-15 7 39 3,398 S FTI T AT 3T AT| 3R & o AR TRAF ST # et ST1d
dTel Sk I TG gTeld & ol AR TdTT STTed Tl slent T gTeTd FIT grafr?

Hrasifeleh dent T FEATT GURSA T TTT 31T & TXHR T [T & 31eholl Tdehod Ao T &1 T8 &
AR 2 & FEH T3 e THAN3TS 7 380 AgAN el & Forery 1 Al & T § 1 gTenifen 310 Ig | w1g
¢ foh T¢e doh T & qall Tl dohl o faorg & TR 18T &7 g1 38 Tgel W R T HHR
THITATC dehi T &1 faerd g1 2T 3R g Y 37eTeT-37619T ATHGT o YR IR el giar 27|

Ife; frdt B¢ 3 &1 379ar IR=TT aTel SolTehl 7 3= Bia § 3R 98 3= R J arfad S g @ g ar
3GhT fohdY 93 S & AT fAeTT T ST 3oeT Adtat Y & TehdT &1 T3 93 &I 7 foedT sa7a & [Avi-
TATOT feRAT SHhr e T g AT § STk BT 9o 379 ol STeg el T AT T@T gl &1 HHASR 3T
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dTehdaR & faer &1 T3 IS AT & ST FHIR TS T T I ST 81| gTelTh 3 TihaT J §a 15
STS gol & o FHESAR &1 STt &1 RS 87 & dhl T Ao gl W 311 UaeeT H Scolid & 1 &
@ T T IR 8 & 81 ST &1 5 Tg W & T ST T g1 o THANINS R Fg el et o
e & STe; 0T $ I & AT 612

3R T &7 AAG d1dsh TR R fG@me & foIv ve ardafae d& $r 937 doid i gifier = g ar
3T oI Tk gifesr ot 941 & 3R gAfra ol i aR e O off 919 57 I &1 3T FTHAT TR
TR Aot gfeham st sreefetr 8t et Ts9Tm| faor & ToTdie SHt hoereseT sl FHEaT 379a1-3T9 &Y +Tel 81 Sireit
g1 8T, ST TIHR I TG Thgal ol Hishl ST [T SATTIT T 376 FHHSIR Sl Sl TEAT HF & 715 1 JfeheT
S T g gTeld aTol Sl &l hHAI Jehl T ST ISTT ISt &

IREYTeT YeATAHTOT o Fehdie, & Teh TR deh SeT1aAT 8 3cialT €1 [ deh § Faiifeh qaf Al denl & vardiw
81 TATATIR BT ST 1feh I AT O @ 39T A Y& FX Feh| IR e Tl Y I[0Tdccll H HIg dGold
oTET BIAT 3R TSTalticteh THE It ek H &1 AToT{eIeh dehl &bl TRETTeIcT hict B & dl HHI Slclal & ATY
el & aTg Teh IR T & Aepse aRAY Tl 1 (&R ofaT SIrear|

o SIS S & THT & &7 F 3737 [eile T S8 FFATTAT AEH T dohl o MY Jaersl o =7qeT 1 foa=A T
|9 37T § | 350G & T SEA AIdotfeteh dohi T Sicfed e 3118 lfarel witell sl [Hel Fehalr| oifeheT So1 et
Y S TEPIT T oTal H olalT Tebcl oMM | b SIS ST ITSeT U Sehl o HEFH Eoll o TatleT o oty ufshar
H AT FUR 8T W1 T fFerm|

EA e dehl & TTHA FAT-HAT I Yol &l oY 3T dTell [GFehdl &l TR & WIHA Seholldl FATA
TET & Toh 3oTent fAsiientor X fear ST | Sifehet 3131 & TTIRILT sont T 1S TWIGR AGT [Heldl| &2T & oo
H TSEIhT SohT T SfFR TgT Tgel &1 T &1 IebT & | [echar FATARIeT T F1efeh e & 3T sgTed 7 I
S T g€ doh ATHIH @ & | 319K 3T TG gl I1g g & 1o Tdolfoleh dehl & [ASi1ehIoT & o1 Idret 3T
gfadal & Sl &1 TIT W@Wﬁ&gﬁ@%ﬁ?*ﬁ?—ﬁﬂﬂ?mﬁ?@%ﬁcd g g1 ST &r
Hohd & | 3T ToIT TIPRT ATl ol HY TIRRT I AT et dTelT 81T AT | FXPR I 93 TILhRT sSepl
H A T H GFATTSAS dleh F eldel Hgal HT VAT Folledl AMRT| greliteh F& A-get bl
Ardsifae Ea1fdca & 3t ©Is &1 A1fe T difes fordlt T 3mmara Feufa & 3 & 3m o | $fer amef o
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Sfehl T TSIAHIOT IS feh HROT F fhaT 2AT| RATT ST dTef Y TS aTell THR SeAehT FATHT T
WA el H 51 dl 161 81 Hehell o |

AIFR YAl § T2

T ST & o $eXele IUAMTHAT &1 YR & Il & | Teh o Tolog oo TondT ST JohT © 3R g@ o Toieg ge fovam
SATTITT| TEY IoTE & Tob 8Tt &7 7 19 Sopt & 65 g & 318 3fae 18 I SATHRT g FU ST HF @R TH
ST AT &1 & AT Taechiar coaeem 18 el goed w7el & foh &M & 2iTed Jaier fobw o aeh 3R oy
Tl 3o & foidesl chl SHaEAT oIS ST Heh| S TSiTEIT HIHS Sl S Y QT & Afehed SH JehdleT &
THATH 3T 3730 AT LT 37T & | T Gel § Toh S8 =T & §ohT ATTAT g1 Fehel © | QMG ek hl BT
@W%%@?ﬁl%ﬁ%%mﬁ@ﬁ%%mﬁﬂﬁa TS ST et aTell & Ude Aed
I ST SoTeh! el 915 gT1 aResi HRIFRAT o TR-aR 3Maed fohar § 3 He7a § & g 1 gar
SR 38 X foharm ST | e, StATehdt 31X 31 Taeciiar dar JeTa3il i S8 wJehdTel shi RIS e glaf |
5 St NS I IGTAT T TTHAT AT IS 3R Tg 3G HAl g1l o el 3¢ e Jandre o
ECIEE]

Afehet [RITAT et aTell a1 o1 &1 TasT H Y THY AT g1 Hehll & | HATT TG & foh VAT el g1 HehlT 872
var safow #ife gAY facdar caaeam 39y 7 g H9F dTell ¢l Fs 0H 3T ¢ fod ddeaTefiel
STARTRAT &1 60 U T 31180 3f9c w13 RecgTel ToieT F §1 3T 37ITaT 2.6 FS Fhisc F1s 31K 13 Fs
HlSTSol dele #T yererel # &1 3 Tef 3T9d & 53 T6d § 3R 51 @ 1S a1 e i SEH A 95 Fehel B
TATE Bl YR deh WIATURT FeAIh1$s AT SeTHH I SEIATT A Feohd ¢ 3R S A iR s
STTeTehTRAT TUTAT W1 FEAT 3R TR A SIS 81 T & 0 Sered g Sl goir Wﬂaﬂﬁmﬁ'ﬂ”rﬁt@;ﬂﬁ
EICH I8 & | SdTT & el TeH 3iR Tarse 3% T &1s {53 S 3T 37 g I TEIT A TeT H §
TG oleT JiieTolrgeT Afehar aic § STafeh 3eTeh srolererel 3rGRIATTT glet & 3TRiehT ell Tl §| Sial &1 le
SoTehT TRTRIST IT Aerel gfehaT 1Y 8T Tehcl §| S8 ARY HIfSd caford r fordll STH 7 ol 3TH eI TFd9nd
SRR fherars STy gl

TarenTreT =it # ST e FR&TT o Hoed & a7 311 1T STCIo i Hehe & TS SWT ST Y ¢ | §oT a2t
o 919 & d918 T IR U § W@%W?\WWW%%WWWW@Q@?
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ST A 87 gE FRIAT T8 | 3e7 G2l o TR W S8 A el dTel hiol Hel ST SaEAT 1S § aifeh facchar
ATER 3TRTY 3R g8t TR &Y STed) gof fohaT ST | facdr dar gerdr 3R TReRT o Tosei yAH1foTd Far
garT fafad $r g arfes Nl i deeprel AR S 398 O 3R ITHas Searart STv| g/ JgT THT
SYIEATT 1 § | FHAT ST GIETT o foIT RIS Flefe wTgT ¢ | Fef 3 IR 7 31T fohlaT FRT&I & I8 TS
TET &1 TTSeT 3TORTer 3R ugare IRy i ROE gof dat T sgaeen & oifeheT 3oTohr IR +TgT 37 &1 e
S3IT Ugel I SR & LRI Jar3ft 3R facdiT saaTr &1 3fTarsd fhar § S T ¢ 339 g1 fohdr
oY JTTETAT Bl &1 TR SHY ATgaX IR a0l 8t Fee ol &1 HlS[aT AT SifY foSTdlr 8797 & ATl
WNWﬁ%Wﬁﬁﬁqgula & dTod Jgd cTaTUT HI T AT AR FA 6 |

Rty SpaTeY W Tl gorgiaY e & Wy AR

GIfETTT &1 HAdT- Uil X @ JAT TaT & FIIAT Hddhdla FT g &G & ST 337 ST TifeT IR
HNT H IEH [T T TR FT 1 F caiasT da #¥et dI Hellg & 6 & §HIN Gy

mﬁmmﬁsﬁwaﬂtﬁrﬂﬂ‘rg‘é%% gioTehel TCISH" o d1G gHe UTThEdled T F¥H '3TAI-ToTT FT
f&am| T 9ger ar AT 3R SEager o 337 gFe AT far 7 3R R feEor Yar (Tesie) 9 Sarer
HIETS & Hd I gAR L& F TAemar| {6 Alreient ot 5@ Afga 7 A g1 7 3R 38 9RA & AT &
SH AT SEATATSIG H TEATdT CaTH HEHClT 7 QATTA §lol H IHASAT ST T | Y& H IAHA 7ol 317
oTqTel ahl 8T ALY 3 G&TH T SgSeh el UST| U 3 gl ST Hehcll & Toh TTfehEdTeT 3TelaT-2eldl S I-T §
3R a O A STET0T TR A oY 0T o €1 8T § | 8Tl Tg 318fl e 3Tl TaTel ¢ fob 337 gl
X 3 foleT et 7 ugel Aeieht 3 aTe 3 AuTel ST I 41 18 a1 |

LT FET ¢ o o & Ut o 351 H AR A fEehTel O JTciehT gl T Tol WAsal & AT 38 Tifehedllal 1 3R
Y TohT a0 GH o & & AT I, STelfeh TEhTer 2 TH R Hell fohed & ciehalq o Hast & 38T
faRrer e feW | ST8T deh 9RA & STareY AT g &Y a1 & ar 31Terier & 39 ux gfafshar & 781 & a1 i
3 for=oT 1@ W Melany 1 ars & dik R & fordm, Siafes $o 58 W 1S o gat ot & 59 @ iR 3w
RE 3wgie UTichEcllall &Td o1 &1 HHYT TohaT| HYeFeT o FR&T TRE o U TR Heed H § haol &4 o
g1 3iTcrehy TRITART Ix 7Rl I STaTell haTS T Gol il R A fonar| O 8t 381 I8 ST 18T TH foh
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a UTTehEdTell all & AT 3Tcieh TARILT & #A1H WX §lel dlel & TCATE & JEHTEI i TG o Y ol vl §
O THY & TeIT TTeT 61 S| FH TgT TR 3Tl & Toh OTfehEcTat 3iTcTeh T YTaiTSTeh wTg1 dioeh g& SHeT AR
gl

IARPT 57 THRD &1 3HTcish & [Welth gANT 5T T FH 87T 3R & G fob araAt =it s arelr
AT I ATY JTAT AIMGT| ATAY ST ITORTET T FeTdm el g1 3R S NS gl Sefeh a1 dhged & T o @
graTT| fsiet 3IR P o UTfehecileT oht ATH ToIT Tl HIATT HEHT 3 37Tcieh &hT FHWTThd | S7a7 I fehdly off
SR & WTfehcTet T fReeh &9 @ Sl 61 AT oI foh §H 38 AT TA W@ 6 |

et ' Teh 37eTgar Aol 31 €1 3Tl & 31X drfehedtet & A1 38 R 98¢ WA § | Tifehedled & 0T
Hianfore Rafa 1 ar oz & 9T 9Ra & s wF §RAIR & &9 7 off wiferede 67 efaaa &1 I
gooh H 7AET of HehclT| UTfehEdlel & AT HISIET T&TT AT o 3T ITfehEcilel ST TSI I&T HTSTATHTEA
et & 81 31T § 3R St Rt & dier TIsei YRATI] FEeNfarer § 3R TRAT] G cTehoileh o &1 3 8 et
T SaTeTseT ST B |

g F1faRfirerar &1 379=T 3EfATa §1 9 3efRad 7 gTd-ThegTa seara 31 61 Fis FHTaT off AT §1 T
o Tregafe off RIeTthat i Agccarenial IRATSHAIN 7 & 'aof See, I A3 (NNINIR)’ g A &, i Do
I R TRIAT & &Y Siig <ol 3R 58 AT o d9a 3R Wi gt gy §1 a8 doen
qTfehEclTeT T HTINERY & TolT T 81T HeTa oTeT & | & et 7 =T FiAA1Sr T faehrg o T 46 3R ST
& foraer @ det-urferedrer 3nfde o (FdSE) 1 AT X 6T &, ores arferedret iftghd weafit
(31Th) & 81 3T AT faehre fomam ST 8, TS 819 9X &3 3191 graT i 30 8 3R Jg7 dh & o
THY Ugel deT off 38 faarfea &= Arefar |

Ig AT Id7e SSLETg 9T AT &F STdT &, St DeT al ey 3RS IR & Siedr §, g arbg A &1
g TR & Il 31T &1 387 IRATSTAT 1 AT 3T Iifhedial alel & forT 37er9T-31c1eT SRl § 3efaad
g, T AT e =1gl 3Rl ST HehdT| TdTe 3R 3AT IATHIAT Ak HiasT & deT & TR A7
SIS oI TR &eT Fehcl &, ST AleA-UTiehedTel Rl & Teh H Holedd el g1 391 TaRITerehrd asie &
Y HRA & FIAR S3Td & 38 R & T ST T Tl IGAT SHTAT g1aTT| Tg IS g0l bl &l 81 fob
gTel & Il H Hooot Terd ST o FoAoled & ST Gl ST H HRA & s T & SIdo[g diel o AT IR
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HTcishare, HeeT &l Siisel H 35 o fET| 319N g Aishadr 3R AT Bl ¢ el dl Aok H 391
RTSTeiTcreh aReed h T2 T g1aft | HIR ST shael Scfail &1 oTei 6 |

TTfehEcllel IS BICT IUTHTINeh ST 6T & | T 17 IS T JATEIET dTell 2T STHTeT T AT Zehsl 1T 71, ford
3THT-YelaT fohaT ST Tk | Ig #1 8T ofereTT =1TRT foh G Ta 3/ g T 3MTciehl 42T w61 R g1 & TG,
ST §AR AT FIS SATCAT 8T BT AR CollTdoled HIAhAT AT EHART FheAT 3 TTfehedTell hellhRT UX
Sfeer ST gl TR@rady gl 3N sHd A% §ART 31gH IS¢ 819N Afehel SHY Ig 3o7 ST T Aol &
3TAIT-AAIT T6T 8T ST, S FINAR ST TTY FIhIAT H ATl dord el | Ig I ¢ b gl & ast &7
HRAT el T AR & Teld FHo Iiad TRIATS T 7 gARY HAeeTNeTd3i S TS Y& fhar §
ifehel SHAT T5T HRUT Teh 31T AT & F H AR T 36 3N 3H SR H HiS[g AT HATGATT §
3R sHH R g T 313 AT Ifhedia & Ufd ST I9AT 8T §1 STATTHSG TEANT HIST (3N3S)
IR §AR Rl IR FHORTET 3R AT o il bl TN il T6T &1 Tg 38 3haArd 9§ eIie @,
mﬂﬂﬁéﬂmwﬁ‘q’ﬁrgl Y ST aredidehart g1 ofedlef3e T8I § o ST or T aaAfda
HTcehdle & &G H I THRT decd & 1Y o 0TI & HIY HIHA HAT §, 38 Huee # gAR T 391
SATehThT glaT|

T H HdTel 35T & Toh HIRA ol T HalT AMET | HEH Tgel ol §H TTThEdTel ol 3eldT-2eldT el &l [T
OIS ST TGV, 7ol & 8 et e HITAM & VAT T T 81| g@y a1t FE7 foh TeAr o | fopafy o g ohr
3T HRATS HT Ve TS AT ST AT NERT J&T o ATfohedret al TH S & &9 7 SI¥d FHLAT
TIfeT SN TAR &2 H 3MTdhdIg I heldT § 3R 388 T8l aE & 311 olelce §¢ X ool ARV | AT FeH
g g o agt Tea¥e gfafaftica sa fomar ae 3R a1g # Jgr off ¢ar & g1 9raal weA Ig 8 6
IRl & AT O e Rl 8 qXE T aTclT YE g A1 AMYT ST e o anfereciiad gary ol
STEEdT o STT$ ST, STl HS Aol Tgel STeilel ol HARE o Sc1s AT 7o IriehedleT R & et
3T tellel 7 379 STHT T SEAATS LT 81t ST | 3 ST TgT & FHollhRT Sl GARN SollldoTel HIRIHAT
3R et & w1 & W@ AR T, S T Fe@rean o g ol Y oIt aY 7R & oAfehet 20 I ol AT | TE
o 7EI SIS 7 AT o SRS 7 U TeTeTa=T 7lg AT & HINOT & 8 3(6T&T §| UTiehEcret I
3TCT3T-2eT3T Filel Y o3I STl it ATRaeh aEAIhcT3i AT 31T TSIl T HSTGRET T oI g
THST I 9T STelet aTell g |
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AN FHECEEAT Ak
SSDsNE/e (I

A

THE TIMES OF INDIA

Date: 24-10-16

Privy Purse Gone

SC curbs BCCI’s financial powers, uncertainty over Indian cricket should end quickly
now

Taking another important step towards reforming cricket’s richest sporting body, Supreme Court has
tightened its purse strings and appointed an independent auditor to monitor its financial bids. BCCI
is now mandated to get an approval from the court-appointed Lodha panel on big ticket contracts and
disbursements. This should help a reluctant BCCI to fall in line — especially as this significantly
impacts its plans for a new 10-year IPL contract for media rights. The current deal ends next year and
is worth $1.6 billion, while the new contract is expected to deliver up to $4 billion into BCCI’s coffers.

SC is also seeking a response from ICC chairperson Shashank Manohar, to put the record straight on
whether BCCI president Anurag Thakur had sought a letter from the international body to state that
the appointment of a CAG nominee on BCCI’s board amounted to governmental intervention. SC held
the view that prima facie the BCCI president had tried to create a record to question the legitimacy of
the Lodha panel recommendations after the court accepted them.

Meanwhile SC has ensured that no state unit will receive funds till they accept Lodha panel
recommendations on conflict of interest, one man one post, three-year terms and a cooling period for
all office-bearers. This is aimed at a grassroots change that will eventually reform BCCI’s
administrative setup as the cricket body is run by officials representing these state bodies. India has a
packed home season with English, Bangladeshi and Australian teams scheduled to visit over the next
few months. BCCI should focus on preparing a blueprint for accepting reforms rather than delaying
tactics which have led to dark clouds of uncertainty over the future of Indian cricket.

Faking Nationalism

Don’t punish film industry in the name of jawans, don’t extort in the name of army

Petty political players act as if India is at war with Pakistani actors instead of Pakistani terrorism. This
is perverse and self-defeating. We are a proudly open society and surely don’t want to emulate
societies where jingoist bullies have brought down the walls on art, song, debate. A vibrant diversity
and creative freedom have given us a cinema industry that stands tall in the world. Caging its creative
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freedom will ruin Bollywood. Surely that’s not in the national interest. So when Ae Dil Hai Mushkil
was threatened just because it features Fawad Khan, government’s job was to unequivocally protect
the film and uphold the law. It's deeply worrying that Maharashtra CM Devendra Fadnavis has
instead mediated a ‘settlement’ forcing filmmakers to kneel to jingoist thugs.

Raj Thackeray and MNS have been at the forefront of those threatening to attack cinemas screening
Ae Dil Hai Mushkil, and now they are loudly claiming victory because film producers who have
already cast Pakistani artistes have been told to pay up Rs 5 crore each to the army welfare fund as
‘penance’. But the army, to its great credit, has distanced itself from such mafioso nationalism. It
doesn’t want welfare funds from extortion or coercion.

Just as the army is no fan of unseemly politicisation of the surgical strikes, petty attacks on soft
targets like actors are not its game. Its nationalism and secularism are more confident and tolerant.
On the unfair targeting of soft targets, diverse observers like Mehbooba Mufti and Abhay Deol have
noted that while films attract so much sound and fury, the rest of India-Pakistan business proceeds
broadly unaffected. Actually over the last 12 years, trade between the two countries has grown nearly
eight times — from just $345 million to $2.6 billion. Importantly, Indian exports are four to five times
Pakistani imports.

Will MNS now take up cudgels against Indian businesses selling to Pakistan and creating jobs in
India? It’s time politicians redefined their job as improving livelihoods of people rather than engaging
in fist-shaking displays of simulated patriotic fervour that hurt jobs and businesses. It doesn’'t
demonstrate bravery of any kind to pick on soft targets. So don’t punish Pakistani actors and Indian
films. Don’t hurt and seek to extort from but help businesses.

‘We ourselves don’t know what Uniform Civil
Code is ... merely started an academic debate to
know what people think’

The Law Commission’s move on October 7 to seek public opinion on

whether triple talag should be abolished and if a Uniform Civil Code (UCC)

should be enacted has triggered a national debate on minority rights though

the panel emphasised that it is seeking to address social injustice rather

than do away with the plurality of laws. Former Supreme Court judge and Chairperson of the 21st
Law Commission Justice BS Chauhan spoke to Aarti Tikoo Singh about UCC and Law
Commission’s thinking on it:

What is the historical significance of UCC?

When the Constituent Assembly discussed it for the first time, many people were not agreeable to a
UCC so BR Ambedkar left it for the future. That is why, in the Constitution, a specific word was used
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in Article 44 (UCC): “endeavour”. The Code is an aspirational idea. Most of the Directive Principles of
the Indian Constitution like education, healthcare, nutrition and environment have been enforced by
way of various Acts. But there is no conversation about UCC.

The Supreme Court has also been asking in several judgments why UCC has not come into existence
as yet. The last judgment came in 2015 and it is in that context we got the reference to initiate a
debate on it.

What does UCC mean and why does India need it?

We ourselves don’t know what UCC is and what is required. At this stage, we cannot anticipate what
should be its template or model, what will be acceptable to people and to what extent the government
is willing to go ahead with it. We have merely started an academic debate because we want to know
what people think and what they want.

Why did you choose to go to people directly?

The Commission is only a recommending body and we believe in democratic procedure. We did not
want to recommend something that people do not want. After collecting feedback, we will be able to
draw an inference whether the time for UCC has come or not. Our recommendations will go to a
standing committee, then to Parliament and ultimately it is the government’s decision whether it
wants to implement it or not.

How will the Commission process massive feedback from across the country?

We have assigned staff to deal with feedback from day one. We have received thousands of letters and
emails. This is not for the first time that we are conducting such an exercise. The Law Commission
recently asked for opinions from all the lawyers across the country on reforms required in the
Advocates Act, 1961.

But several religious minority groups have protested against the initiative on UCC.

Our recommendations will not be made on numbers alone. There will be deliberations with political
and religious leaders also. | have already assured minority groups that nothing will happen without
consulting them. We are not in a hurry. So i would say it is too early for anyone to protest.

Critics think the Law Commission questionnaire is loaded against only one community.
Do you agree?

If there are bad customs and practices in our society, irrespective of religious community, and if
people point them out, we will certainly consider them.

Are there any other customs and practices like ‘Maitree Karaar’ (mistress deed) among
Hindus which need reform and inclusion in your questionnaire?
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There are many customs across India which need to be reviewed and reformed. For example,
polyandry among Hindus is probably still being practised at some places. But how does the new India
look at such practices? That is something we would like to know from the people of the country.

Will UCC impinge on the fundamental right to religion?

That is the question the abrogation of triple talag raises but it is pending in the Supreme Court.
Whatever the court’s decision, we will be guided and bound by it.

Do courts have the authority or power to interfere in citizens’ religious practices?

Courts and governments do not have a right to interfere in citizens’ religious faith. But there is a
difference between religion or faith and religious practice. Practices such as untouchability, devdasi,
child marriage, polygamy were bad practices in the name of religion and therefore banned by law. For
2,000 years, same-gotra marriage was prohibited but Hindu Marriage Act 1955, permitted it.

Child marriage is still rampant. So what is the purpose of reformative laws like UCC if
there is hardly any enforcement?

Even if there is low enforcement of laws, the aggrieved party should always have the recourse to knock
at the doors of judiciary. In the absence of law, victims have nothing to fall back on.

% PN

Date: 24-10-16
gﬁa»—er g‘é 3T
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FellehRI & <FAT TheH! H 1A SHlsl & STdo[G ot &1 IS JTcehl gHel BIdT &, F3AT AT 3R HZTIAT &l T
8l STl € Teh 37 she Tears Ig &l § o Sl arfehedelt foheheT AT dhellehR IR & Woled A7 fhT JgT b
AT 3 I T Dl ATATAT B & 3oThT Hhde JAT HHATT &idT &, o b TgIT Fer| 387 7 Nvur-ga
HTThT gH el X fREY UTfehEdTell ShollhR o HAcsIT & &F 2T6G alelel ST a1l THS R I 334 THT 31981
$1 IS A F MAHT TATT ST Tl ol |

g 3 GHST I TR ¢ Toh ARATT TheaAm F gIfehedlail hellhRT Sl Hiehl SHTT AT SATAT & dTieh 3a7ehT
HEMERY arell fhed rferedrsl # off 3marei & RelleT g1 @ 3R 38 atE ATARTd FATS $HT o T | Ig
RIS d1d =781, eAfohe] TG SAdTel I IS AT gl [oh TIRETA hellhRI & [oell HRAT Thed 3eTTeT &
HIH AT el HehdT| e ITfhEdre fohehed 3T FelThR TATaT o 3MTehiall § af 37¢ Ga § T§ Farel el
gIaTT o oFaT Ig Tera & o ITfehecraly et il 8TR el o ReiTh 37 Ig 88 T8 3R fthe ot I8l 3¢ ATeT-HeATe
AT @2 3R T HATART TITSaAT I TIETUT Sof o TTh oA & I7ATST FAT 76T 36T Fohdd o1l s
ATTehEToAT 33T g &2 ST HaTell & STas]G S8 AT ol T AHY FET bl ST Hebll foh et SilgT T hed e
FoToAT U g5 AT ST ST ST & T AT | Uh o T2 Tg H & o ATihEciledt helTehRT Y $RA
oAl 3 1A el &1 Ao Ge PR o fear ar| 0 7 58 e & Ay & wied 3mur 787 & faned
a1 o S@et IT 3T AT tet R 3TPT Reliot & [&eh FR-STeRGEAT I FERT ol H R & | IaT
oTET FT HS TS ST 3T Y $eT ST &2 IST STehY hY ATET T Y ATIS Tg T €1 78T Toh T eehcll[3h &
3R AT ITcATehcliTeh? Tg Sleh § foh HERTSE o HEIHAT & EAaTT h dTe; Ut ST o H TWhod & 397 fader
T 3T1eT B1S fT, AfeheT 3 waoT & 3¢ for g o id & S3TeT 3TAad fAodr R ag S gl 59
ATHS 1 el 3TAh IRIFT Ik A GASATA T 3Maegenm | 0T T €T 8 FebT, 37 T Tl gail
R e wifgul [ FeT qarehT |
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Q_ﬁ m Date: 23-10-16
qad $T ool "HIAH A dddle &g FT AW : HoT JarfaFa

SRANT THIT F IR GifFsecral faen # 4t 7 faar var & ab Rt fseat 1
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fohctell TSI, fohcell AT gIefr 3o7 Selt hr Serstferd, S AT & foh
A e BT Tk hed H 38 ST T 37 Igac &1 Fgd ot § F ol

f‘ P‘? 5 e T ¥ e § AR T favier A 1 € AR A & WA @Y et 7 1@
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Iert mtishi:il feam Sream| et S & WfAE Feher 93 Hag v @l W AaAAT
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'3 a1 & B 3R 31T Y ¥ Ry & AfRemor Refior 1@t @l &, o gt
BT SRR 1Tt 1 18 G191, SIRAetTolr JTTRIeTai o1 7t 19T | oTaeet o el
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A% 8T &7, HRAT fhed 3eNeT &1l

IR FFIAT I 3R Gifehedrai feall & foralt of [oier T@r g af fear hear | a1 fohder 8t deira &r gt
GRIT & &, TRl fohes agar Sirell & fopdit o ol e wTgik 3R Tl & SToTRE 3| ST SAeer oerell & $oieh
3T IR, A IR F 3T ST § ITfhEcl=lr A & Flel SR A | H g IR eR A1 FId 7 g, S
AT IR ToATd TRA G 7| o 81 oleee REY fhedt @t § A ganreil 7 3R Y Theat & et Goiot
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qTfehEclel H Sog foh AT S TART FXd ¥ foh 3eTeh ST 3oTehl 31FHI-37eq Fgel & el ATAT-[AT g
CEl

QAT GHT STaeie 38 o fSrT Sof-geh o G IR BT b=l & 3RS Tgohel 3R AR-eh helled Hr
Hea-31EET & g H, 3T 3FHIG T fh 0T Flal § g1fehedisl ol Redr AR & I1 HHFSIR IdT S|
UHT glel w781 T STefigs o 3R ST &l IR H Shgd & HRd Sl FIFe T’ AT 3GR AT | ITichEciiair
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TR dTeT | TG ST 3oT AT bl hll HSIS ST, ToTeTehT TSEATE SclelTl +ATeleh %%Wﬁﬂ?ﬂweﬁwqgu
Tl &
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HAT ST 1T o FHLRT o1 YeT T IYATH T, Fiifeh Jg O et o181 &, Forad 58 fonedt ot afean
STl {cIeh BIIET 3STAT ST | FENAH o Ge; goT AN T 1T, olfehed o1 SeTehl §lehcl géﬁ?ﬂ'g?rén‘;ﬂﬂ
AT A g S arat S TERar & forar| e A of AT

HAGY TR o Tg el el foh 3eTehl AIhR Selad & STe; Hell T goJHTeToN o AT TN T 38 o &t a1
Soalel gl Toh Alolahdl TS il T fGFAT 37! TH T AT@T3TT T IR0 JhT Fell g1 T I1d ey &
T 3T ARTT Y 37eTeT 8T TohaT ST W8T §, S o T8 & 3N 1 &1 |Y & 61 3eTehl 1S aredm g2 U ared
el & Seol IO BT, IR TETTHA §ART Yol T ATF Teled W AT &| o §AR STalaAl o I Y feh
g § 3R o &1 3o7h arw 3y aféa §1 3met off g v St aféan ueetet §, I 3RS & STAe
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TET AS T
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