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Power sector overdue for a dose of reforms

Power sector reforms are apparently “doing great”. The power
ministry has even put out an e-book on its achievements and
initiatives. But look closer, and the state power utilities seem to
have hardly reformed. Reports say that Rajasthan power utilities
plan to raise working capital funds with a bond issue. It points to
moribund finances of power utilities and the triumph of hope over
experience. Who would subscribe to such bonds? It is not an
isolated case.

Reportedly, distribution companies in Uttar Pradesh are also set to
float a bond issue to meet ‘operational requirements State power

' - utilities are so broke that they are unable to raise worklng capital
funds on their own. Gross open-ended subsidies and giveaways have, for years, wrought havoc in their
finances. Reports suggest that of the 16 states that are involved in the Centre’s power distribution utility revival
scheme — Ujwal Discom Assurance Yojana (UDAY) — at least eight have been able to lower the gap between
their average cost of electricity supply and their respective realisations. But it is entirely possible that the
utilities concerned are actually running up higher losses due to increased offtake. We need transparency on
utility bottomlines. The data must be published regularly.Short of superior political will, the powers that be
would continue to provide patronage for open theft and diversion of electricity. And politically mandated tariffs
and reckless giveaways lead to poor quality of power, which, in turn, stultifies growth and development. The
way forward is to purposefully reform power distribution nationally. There is certainly a case for subventions,
but these need to be budgeted and well targeted. To begin with, the utilities need to be mandated to announce
quarterly results and follow-through action.

Date: 21-10-16

The need of the hour is to invest massively in India’s cyber
security

The malware attack executed reportedly via Hitachi card-reading and
money-dispensing teller machines and point-of-sale equipment has
compromised some 3.2 million debit cards of at least five banks. The
data gleaned by this piece of malicious software has apparently been
used to buy things and withdraw cash in China. This is a powerful wake-
up call to the perils of the connected world. The point is not to go offline
but to use ever better technology, systems and safety protocols to
protect data. If someone wants to harm the economy, all he needs to do
is to mess up the data for assets held in bank accounts and demat
accounts.

The Bangladesh Central Bank experienced theft in which the thieves obtained email passwords of key
personnel to begin their chain of fraud. The old saw about a chain being as strong as its weakest link holds true
for the online world as well. Every company will have to invest in acquiring the hardware, software,
intelligence, training of staff to adhere to strict protocol and customer education to secure not just customer
data but their very existence. Contracts with all kinds of vendors would need to be rewritten to include penalty
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clauses to cover systems compromise because of what they supply. Insurance and reinsurance would need to
factor in the costs of expensive data breaches or learn to limit their exposure explicitly.The entire area of
security in the connected world calls for technological mastery by agencies amenable to national control. This
calls for determined leadership in the government, apart from dedicated and ample funding.

Will use of biometric data read off fingers or eyes make for greater safety at ATMs and point-of-sale terminals
or will malware just capture these images and replicate them as well? Are our telecom networks vulnerable to
quiet eavesdropping? Can we throw this open as a challenge to our IITs or anyone else who wants to come up
with credible answers? We have the duty to keep our powder dry, even if you trust the power and integrity of
thirdparty security firms.
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Dirty picture

Karan Johar’s video exposes the weakness of government and the cave-in of
Bollywood.

A video over the upcoming film Ae Dil Hai Mushkil has been released — but it is far from entertaining. It
features director-producer Karan Johar, taut with tension, attempting to explain casting Pakistani star Fawad
Khan, then pleading for the film to be released, even as the MNS threatens violence against theatres screening
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the film. In the video, Johar states how his “country comes first”, how he “salutes the Indian army” and how
he’s always expressed “patriotism” through his work. Johar “beseeches” observers to know that his film
involves the “blood, sweat and tears” of over 300 Indians and was shot during happier India-Pakistan times.
Going forward, he says, he will certainly not engage talent from “the neighbouring country, given the
circumstance”.

Karan Johar’s video is a sobering moment for India. Recent years have seen growing attempts by non-state
actors — political groups, caste organisations, religious bodies — to browbeat filmmakers into shaping or
breaking their creative works. In 2008, director Ashutosh Gowariker faced protests over his movie Jodhaa-
Akbar, by groups in Rajasthan angry that the film showed a Hindu princess marrying a Mughal ruler. In 2013,
Kamal Haasan was hounded over his film Vishwaroopam, the filmmaker so appalled by the bullying — and
losses — he faced, he threatened to leave India. The same year, Sanjay Leela Bhansali faced protests over his
movie’s title, which certain religious groups found offensive, forcing a mouthily renamed Goliyon ki Raasleela
Ram-Leela instead.

But amidst both predictable and arbitrary demands, the consistent feature in these bullying scenes is the
absence of the state, or its weak-kneed response. Even as filmmakers face groups threatening to vandalise
property and hurt people if their demands aren’t met, the state mostly remains conspicuous by its silence. This
silence — from Devendra Fadnavis’s government — is deafening now. In a diverse society like India, there will
always be underemployed groups rushing in to attack creative expression. This is exactly where the state must
firmly step in — and it is vital that the state of Maharashtra, which has seen an inglorious history of recent
cave-ins, from dropping Rohinton Mistry’s novel from the syllabus in Mumbai University to letting strife over
rationalists like Narendra Dabholkar grow under its watch until the latter’s murder, now speaks
unambiguously for freedom. The more the state recedes — or lends tacit approval to goons — the less good
governance it can claim. At the same time, powerful voices like Karan Johar’s mustn’t quiver either. His video
bows before the same bullies filmmakers must stand upto. How a filmmaker works is creative, free choice,
which must be defended consistently. Otherwise, no matter how many blockbusters Bollywood makes, it
cannot have a happy ending.

b0 TPT )
THE HINDU

A new censorship

Date: 20-10-16

The extralegal pressure successfully brought to bear on Bollywood to rid
itself of all Pakistani presence is nothing but a triumph of mobocracy.

In what has been described by many as a hostage video of sorts, film-maker Karan Johar on Tuesday pleaded
for his film Ae Dil Hai Mushkil to be released on October 28 without violence or disruption. The assertion of
his patriotism — that he puts his country before everything else, that he respects the Indian Army and the
sentiments of the time — may have made his detractors gleeful but it was disappointing to see a powerful and
influential Bollywood personality brought down to his knees by political bullies and coerced into saying that he
will not engage with talent from the neighbouring country given the prevailing circumstances.
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It happened on the same day a film delegation — comprising Mukesh
Bhatt of Vishesh Films, Fox Star Studios CEO Vijay Singh, Disney India
managing director Siddharth Roy Kapur and Apoorva Mehta of Dharma
Productions — met the commissioner and joint commissioner of police in
Mumbai who assured the film all protection against the threats by
Maharashtra Navnirman Sena (MNS), that has been targeting it for
having Pakistani actor Fawad Khan in a small role. To see Johar go so
defensive then reveals the utter lack of trust and confidence in the city
and State law and order machinery. At another level, it is also indicative
_ of how a wave of hysterla can sweep away any signs of rationality in the
nation and the soc1ety And, if thls is the case with those in the film industry who are supposedly empowered
what to say of the smaller film-makers who have nowhere to run and hide? Meanwhile, the MNS, it seems, is
still not in a mood to relent.

A long history of bullying

This ‘capitulation’ may have elicited deep disappointment and outrage but is also not such a surprise especially
if you look at the past and find Johar facing similar pressures at the time of the release of My Name Is
Khan (when Shah Rukh Khan faced Shiv Sena wrath for questioning the non-inclusion of Pakistani players in
the Indian Premier League teams) in 2010 and Wake Up Sid (2009) with the MNS objecting to the use of the
word Bombay instead of Mumbai in the film. Unfortunately, there are no assurances against such bullying in
the future either.

Johar is not the only one. There has been a long history of cinema falling prey to mobocracy aka
extraconstitutional or extralegal censorship. Unofficial threats against films have been springing up at the
slightest provocation despite getting cleared by the censors. In 1988, Govind Nihalani’s TV serial Tamas was
targeted for ostensibly disturbing communal harmony. Film-maker Hansal Mehta was heckled, his face painted
black by the Shiv Sena for an innocuous dialogue in his film Dil Pe Mat Le Yaar!! (2000) taken amiss by a
community. Rahul Dholakia’s Parzania (2005), based on 2002 Gujarat riots, was obstructed by goons at the
Goa film festival. In Gujarat the multiplexes refused to play it fearing riots. He was reportedly asked by the
multiplexes to get approval from Babu Bajrangi, one of the main accused in the riots.

Often the extralegal censorship gets backed by the States citing law and order problems. The Supreme Court
was moved after Vishwaroopam (2013) was banned by the Tamil Nadu government as some Muslim groups
found it offensive. Da Vinci Code (2006) was banned in Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Tamil Nadu, Punjab, Nagaland
and Mizoram for hurting Christian sentiments. The Mayawati government in Uttar Pradesh stalled Prakash
Jha’s Aarakshan (2011) on the assumption that it showed Dalits in a bad light. Madhur Bhandarkar’s Traffic
Signal (2007) didn’t get screened in Himachal Pradesh because the State government found the word “kinnar”
for eunuchs objectionable as there happens to be a community of the same name in the State.

Those in the small, independent and documentary field fight extralegal censorship as a routine matter. The
screening of Rakesh Sharma’s Final Solution (2004), on the Gujarat riots, was obstructed at Jawaharlal Nehru
University by Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad activists and by the Hindu Jagran Manch at a film festival in
Bangalore. Sanjay Kak found a private screening for friends of Jashn-e-Azadi(2007) stalled by the police in
Mumbai.While the film industry, quite rightfully, has been fighting for an overhaul of the Censor Board, it is
time it also braced itself to negotiate censorship by fringe groups as well that seem to operate akin to the
extortion by roadside goondas portrayed in countless films. It needs to learn subversion and defiance beyond
filmmaking, business acumen and managerial skills and stand together in opposition.

But that is easier said than done. While documentaries and smaller films can take recourse to subterranean
rather than mainstream modes of release, the big-ticket films become more vulnerable because of the big
money riding on them. No wonder Johar spoke of “300 of the cast and crew”, how it was not fair for them to
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face turbulence. It gets even more problematic when an already divided film industry finds itself as polarised as
the rest of the country.

A new narrative of nationalism

The MNS has capitalised on the Uri attack and India’s “surgical strikes” to manufacture a new narrative of
patriotism, confined only to cinema, which implies eliminating everything Pakistan. Opportunistic
organisations like Indian Motion Picture Producers’ Association and Cinema Owners and Exhibitors
Association of India followed suit without pausing and thinking things through. Zee Zindagi has been working
towards replacing Pakistani serials with more “international” content. No wonder the Pakistani classic Jago
Hua Savera got dropped from Jio MAMI 18th Mumbai Film Festival with Star on a complaint by a city-based
organisation, Sangharsh. A pity when the festival otherwise scores many a progressive point through its
selection of some radical films and by honouring the political, Sixth Generation Chinese film-maker Jia
Zhangke.

Not only is the current cultural exchange being jeopardised, there is an attempt to sidestep history. This, when
we are technically not at war with Pakistan, when the government hasn’t really stopped any exchanges with it.
The purging of Jago Hua Savera then is quite in tune with the unofficial sanitisation drive of the times. Ae Dil
Hai Mushkil has just one Fawad Khan. The 1959 film, directed by A.J. Kardar, however, is a confluence of
talent from the then East Pakistan, West Pakistan and India — the screenplay by revolutionary poet Faiz
Ahmad Faiz based on an original story by Bengali writer Manik Bandopadhyay, Indian music director Timir
Baran co-composing the music with Pakistani producer-composer Nauman Taseer, and an outstanding
performance by Tripti Mitra (of the Indian People’s Theatre Association).Ali Nobil Ahmad recently wrote on
the film in The Guardian: “With Faiz’s poetry, their pro-poor message of justice, solidarity and minimalist
riverine aesthetics would not go amiss in today’s subcontinent of bombastic nationalism, chauvinistic religion
and unbridled capitalism...” If only one could have seen it.

NAMRATA JOSHI

Date: 20-10-16

A closure of the Indian mind

A video released by film-maker Karan Johar pledging not to work with “talent from the neighbouring country”
is obviously a last-ditch attempt to salvage his forthcoming production, Ae Dil Hai Mushkil. With the effect of a
Rorschach test, Johar’s pitch can be read in divergent ways. At one level, as an outright capitulation to the mob,
angrily led in Mumbai by the Maharashtra Navnirman Sena, as well as to a wider audience currently consumed
by a low-grade intolerance of anything Pakistani. At another, as a cleverly coded defence of a film starring
Pakistani actor Fawad Khan by drawing attention to the labour of “300 Indians” on the project who face unfair
rejection. Either way, the larger issue is the ease with which a boycott of people from a particular country is
enforced, so that everyone is intimidated into falling in line to a Tebbit-like test. Mumbai has, of course, long
kept Pakistani sportspersons at bay. Three years ago, the Pakistani women’s cricket team at the World Cup had
be shifted out to Cuttack, diminishing not just Mumbai, but India itself for the failure to uphold the spirit of
sport essential to a liberal democracy. Last year, even Pakistani umpires and television commentators were
compelled to pull out of their duties at an international match in Mumbai. It’s not Mumbai alone. In 2013, for
instance, no team fielded Sri Lankan cricketers in Indian Premier League matches in Chennai.

But the current, post-Uri rash of objections to Pakistani artists is widespread — concerts have been cancelled
from Gurgaon to Bengaluru, and the airwaves crackle regularly with some film or sport personality averring to
keep apart from his Pakistani counterparts. However, it would be under-reading the challenge to India’s
syncretic legacy if the political silence around such boycotts was not highlighted. It is not enough for officials at
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the Centre to say that there is no change in the visa policy for Pakistani citizens. When the political leadership
— in government and in Opposition — does not take the lead in persuading the silent majority that barriers to
cultural and academic exchange are undemocratic and represent a closure of the Indian mind, it renders
vulnerable the scattered individuals who are willing to stand up to bullying. On Pakistan, the ambivalent
attitude to snapping cultural ties highlights important foreign policy questions. Do we use India’s incredible
soft power to win over Pakistanis and others to the ideals of democracy, liberalism, secularism, syncretism for
the greater good of the neighbourhood? Or do we reduce all people-to-people contact to unrelenting enmity?
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3ohT HY qIfREdTer W AgHT o

58 IR TS/ o AT TEATT o T AT| Ig AR M TR & A3 & forw ves At o1 foh 3 &1 3R et o aAcged
T 91 Y 3R 378 3 g7 & Tt & Tifereara o I gAY AT T &THdT & 37397 0| et ofarar § T 3m9e-
3 fRal Y de A glat ger 37eft WAT IR 3iTdehare, & forw uifehearer & faer e 1 il 181 o= argd |
3TeAacdT, T &7 8o 7 3res 3R ARAT & 3Tdehdic & @ dasall &7 318 3R 39 W AR & T g1idel
femam arar §1 sHent veh 31 I o § o6 319 63 Ig AT T8 € o Tl TUsg Y oA} ek ATl o o Fe e galt of
iR TRIAT & ETelle f99TS 8, TSre shROT G981 T 3MTciehl HIMST o1 TR Torar §1 T HaTaeT 379 531eh, WRAT 3R
TS 518 Hoohl A HIH I IQ ¢, IR & TR 5T HeTT sTA AWTIH F &

5 e & 53 319 & 3R N 1 AT 7 e Foret el 37 &t & arer gfaveir Red @ve e F &3
TIIET 6T BleY aTel §, SHTIT IR HALT AT et T glell AT | STET A FH &I ATH &, o 3T gAR N
& T8 &1 IR hergrel [As fRal T aotg & ag urferedared &1 3iTela=TT & TeT &7 ¢ | SHfoT &9 & 37 fgdl & IR
ohT TR HISeT T HIRA Glell AMET, ST Irfehecllel & SIS &1 SHA AR o BRICT &1 S o gRIAR F TRAT] Fail &
forT TaifAs T & T gAY Acg Y ThdT ¢ sﬂﬁaﬁﬁ@w@ﬁ@ﬁsﬂﬁmﬁwmﬁaﬁmaﬁ
STET 3TeY aTelT|

TEY ST e Y, T SHRT AR gt F AT foh g I EclTeT T AT 3| gTeA(eh S HGaT 3 NS A gAY ST g5
off, FIR A Y 38 AR TaT F T 8T @) et 4, 319 er-gferan & S grend dget @ €, 39 AT fr
T TGN § T3 SEATATEIE @ 38 ST BIACT 81T | 319eT 3TTeh fRail &l 91 ahet 31X anfaredet & STaiet & 38 372
Y dTel 3TcihT I[ET TX oAehel il & fIT ag 3T AHERT T 6T 8| FHTAIT g et T sl A1er Hevel &, 51
HISTeT SedTgeT g golcaTied el A= Safed a TSR & gARY sheaha ISt 3N wRare = | AT HifAer Tgr
gl TR fob wifehedeT & et &l ST BIer &Y @7 &, 3T & et g off 39 &, st 9 gAR Rl & LA W@
SRR, HSh, Yol IT Soil-TA AT & &1 # el &l FHIAT §AR TIT BrIGHe g1 Thell | WWWE@H
GIRERIE RS
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X3, 3TST TET it e, el T UTTehEclel & FHIGITIT BT &1 SHePT Teh dolg dgl o ITEUAT 811 &1 Folfre,
fTeIfaTe, areh 318 ek S &A1 3 gTelTd IR 9973 I §, 3R FoTehT STeal HATHT Y 76T gled aTell | AcivstcleT,
1T T T8T SATET Yoil oT3TTedT U8 Hehcll & T8T, GE oW Nef-Trfeheiiet 31T aTferam st oeht i aifehedet 3rmarA
A A-FANE o771 76 T &1 Tg 39 Iiehecial A [a7@ T Hevel &1 0 30 GAST A 3T {6 R & g & €
W%ﬁ%ﬁgﬁf%‘l et Y Tg FHSTAT ST Fehell § T TTTehEcTal Ge 3HTcishale, @ T o ST 6T 8, 369 dgl &l
ST 38Q FARTST 81 Fehell ¢ | ST e, FEAYT S AT & ATty AT el b1 AT g7 f9eHH 1 Hee I gzt
Tehdl &, FIh e T F& AT formeh Gt &7 o St 81 W a1 Der-faRred sisger Argler 6, A et scuret %
farer shr g 31 et o o) Aeh €1 W@l WIS T, 38 ALHRT TR TR SAF] o FohdT ST 3R FHR hT T & 1S
Arer-faRedY s 3orT a1, Y g daTe [2d SATIR Hetae & fEer-fadelt & Seoraet ¥ Seid fawe

TS IS T AR §H 37T HI (ool D IWeAT ATGT| FHTA, T 3R et 1 IARHT T qiRe#HT et & farer
&1 T T ST&T IIfhEdrel & ®T H Teh aied 3R U §19IR 6@ T@T §, 6l &9 317 T AT ¢ 76 3T Igr 3mdehr
TEAT3I G ST GTfehEdTeT Sl AT hT oINS ST Tehell § | 3T TTH 3THRET Tah 7o T dE § | 3TN TATATT ahr
A3TS H 3 UTfhEdTeT T TTY ToIT AT| 3 3T g T THST Tohdl ¢ b 927 g & 3R A T 3TelTar=T &, 7IR
3 AU §H AR S8 qfaHT SRt o1 8 TaRelVoT shetl =R, SiY UTiehEdle chl JTelTeelT & STas]g SHehT 1Y &l
8| TET $eteTr TfET o aiRE# 2if & S 3ACrE urferedret &1 fAercl &, 38 #HUW 3! 3Teqae AT Toich §, STaih
Ao @ A 30 U1 5N 3R FHreahfais a &1 & Aal 7 8 Fee el W &1 FogTsm gaAmy ifer et 3K &4, gt
I 3T TTY AT T @il AR

Ig I AT fob IIfRETT TR ool AN, HIR SHA AIST doFcd SN | 3T H, §H 3MTclehdlq, oh HE, T ATfehEcllel i
3TOTIT-YoldT el H TEW SITET 1ok 3R SFaes 20t F FAce, el W §1 &3 58Y NI 9T 31m9Y SeaTr a1fgu| 3R &
o7 &RIT o AT 371 R HTET ol &, ol TIeT, &, AT SIET 16T dlehct 81 58 T HUA 0 foh R T 58S
g 22 & IIfehediel & IR & 58 dE & R &1 92 grfreare aT 9faeer oo S, afoied Tess o
3RS e HT 3STT IV, AIR SHS ATT &F g AT o ATY sdfed iR BAART (Wcaga g galcared) &r
FeaNfar 3 HTId TotTs ST | eTeT g &t T o iferectret & 3e7 3ot & S ey WU W E, 35% & QU A | STRA TE &
%%ﬁé@ﬁaﬁmﬁwu&g@wf&wm R GaTd FATIT SATT | FIR 8T, 319R g3 g WY STEH ol T AT FIATE,
ol 3HPT FHgalls STaTe &1 & ol g8 Igol o Y |
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