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THE TIMES OF lNDLf-\ Date: 28-00-16

Blood and water

New Delhi is looking for pressure points to make Pakistan pay a price

With foreign minister Sushma Swaraj’s speech at the UN General Assembly, and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi convening meetings on the Indus Water Treaty as well as MFN trade benefits Pakistan enjoys from India,
the broad outlines of India’s response to the Uri terrorist attack are becoming clear. India is looking at pressure
points that can increase the cost to Pakistan for pursuing asymmetrical warfare against India. This can be a
smart, 21st century way of getting Pakistan to drop terror as a foreign policy tool.One of these is calling out
Pakistan for providing safe havens to global terrorists, and Swaraj’s reference in her UN speech to how UN-
designated terrorists roam free in Pakistan is a way of doing that. Second, Pakistan often invokes a human
rights narrative against India and it is easy to highlight Pakistan’s much worse human rights violations: Human
Rights Watch, for example, has just put out a report saying Pakistan’s police killed 2,000 people in fake
encounters in 2015 alone.

If India revokes MFN Pakistan’s exports to India will be affected, but these don’t amount to much. A stronger
signal has been sent by India’s steps on the Indus Water Treaty, where Modi has said “blood and water can’t
flow together”. The government has decided to suspend meetings of the Indus Water Commission, saying they
can be resumed only in the absence of terrorism. Second, India grossly under-utilises its share of Indus river
waters even under the terms of the treaty; this share can be stepped up without violating the treaty. Completing
the Chenab’s dams will take time but becomes in effect a slow-maturing pressure point. India can be receptive
to Pakistan’s complaints about the dams hurting its agriculture provided Pakistan is responsive, over time, to
India’s demand of dismantling its terror infrastructure.

This strategy can work if pursued in a holistic and consistent fashion. But that requires the NDA government to
take some steps at home as well. First, it must strengthen homeland security and border defences. Second, it
must improve the political atmosphere at home. There have been too many recent instances of bigotry vitiating
the communal atmosphere, ranging from inflammatory statements by BJP leaders, to cow vigilantes acting
with impunity, to BJP state governments passing and enforcing draconian laws regulating people’s diets. These
have contributed to unrest in Kashmir, leading Pakistan to manoeuvre for advantage. India needs to stop
scoring these self-goals.

The Econovic 'Tives Date: 28-00-16

Fix India’s fragmented drug regulation

India’s approval and regulatory system for drugs and pharmaceuticals is dysfunctional. A recent report by
Dinesh Thakur, Ranbaxy whistle-blower and health activist, points out shortcomings and glaring anomalies in
our oversight system for drugs and pharma, which need to be promptly rectified.
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We have a hugely fragmented drug regulatory framework,
with as many as 36 state and Union territory licensing
authorities, whereby a pharma manufacturer can garner a
licence in one state and distribute its product nationally. It
follows that any laxity, say, a batch of Not of Standard Quality
* (NSQ) drug anywhere can have national and even
, international repercussions. The report cites studies which
show that substandard and NSQ drugs can be as high as a
fifth or more of all medicines procured locally. The Central

». Drugs Standards Control Organisation (CDSCO) and the state
#' authorities are supposed to carry out routine testing of drug
samples, but the report finds the statistical methodology
followed to be “vague” and mostly nontransparent. This
cannot continue.

We need to overhaul the oversight regime, given India’s potential to be the pharmacy of the world. The Thakur
report is categorical that there is no mechanism to ensure a nationwide withdrawal of a bad batch once it is
established as being NSQ in a particular state. A more centralised regulatory system is possible by simply
amending Rule 69 in the Drugs & Cosmetic Rules, 1945, the report avers. It also calls for a national NSQ
database to vet credibility of manufacturers, and stresses the specific need for a public procurement law to
regulate and mandate standards in the procurement of medicine. The bottom line is that proactive pharma
regulatory reform would boost wellness, trade and the overall growth momentum.
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T I8 e & 2Ier 9 e AT FIA M G g1 T§ ST g fF SR T A 916 o 37 v R
§H T AT $EH T &1 R el A FeAYT F Y WA Fd W, Fhifh 58 A A HRA 9416 &
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3T HATe ol §1 AT 2000 H S # HY AT # oF1 qofiel T FE&AT 13,106 AT AfheT 2014 # TE
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faeafaeare @ ugaR @dee arer ganit & fAv AR & Ale @k &7 & saq § Ak st
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freToT T HE I W AT & AT g1 el W AW ;T S e § A Wl & 3megfAen alk-
Hept @ dRaFT o= arer rqaue 1 Nearfed far ST a|
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BT §, STafh dffeels T w6 @ 25 GIARIT @I 37Ul Felicsh & fhaeT Shase@en u= & ¥ T 7
e
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Safes dffices & e Rerflar & 3R @ I a0 © &1 3YaT Foled i 30 @ 96 @ @ s
fraret & carr e i Sl §, Sefs affemrg & aiw 93 fraet garTl W@ 7 Fees B 3ifte gl
ST 'TOTEId AR 3 g dead ag § 6 36 fAeHid 1 cAredr e Hide g1 @Y Tsg F GEd
# qar feyia fh g g@rT gEX &3 1 AV gife ' g 1 S IAT &l S Fefled gaRT IA
@ e Ve f&ar Sw o dffesng i wael @ Smee 3 N & Gl F el 93 Sean| dfAeeg @
U gifer T gl W R A AT Fedlesd @ FA RN oA ¥ dffeeng & e & 9" &
U W IR A & o e g fAear g1 #3158 Qv gifer #gr o1 dehar 82 3 59 fReyuia #r
M AR T HfSA & TT Ig & 6 IR & STar A RS 3 FAewid 3uersy [ B

HIeleT & YR T Ul T TIROT Sl & HideT 81 JUAT FH™ET 3B STl off GaRT §ATT AT e
& gl AT § [ JAWSET el H WRET 39ANT & g 3MUR AT >0 g Fgi o 9 g1 S Bleer
ST | 1975ﬁWW$WWWH@WWWTﬁW@MIWWH&W
@ S A Wl & 3R 9T AR GIRT BRI R Sl ITed gl SAan| T 3R §HEdT dgerdr
aRfEfadl & 81 S gare a¥ qd Serel® SYer AT AT IS $H AT H TR F AT §1 AU @
foaieT o ST @ AFedI A Ile[® HT Ayl ANTERT g1 RRT T F& & Ulelel HI3T Al STef®
fasra =67 & Ther| A Uit & faaRor &1 I8 Rgyid o 3d%a gl sy g fF ar e & &g g &
SearT Rl Afden 3rar FeE IMUR T HG g1 ¢ 3cid: Ul S SCaRT dihd & 3MUR W gl STl g
S FoRITA GaRT JATEA AGT & 8o UfArd Ulelr FI 3YINT & I@T &, Fifh dg drhdar ol

Ul T IARSAT SRl dichd & 3MUR W 61 fhdT ST Wbl 1 Felleeh T dffAcg Th ga@ &
fa%ey geur 7€l B3 Thd g1 I IARSA Sl fadiel # &g WHR P 3G dlehd B UL Hlh
0T ST g fawy hael deliesh o1 Al g1 AT g A Gie oUr gRAOM & e Heelof AT P ol
ez ¢ NerR & Rerma § & 39 9 & ael & =g 3R sRa e a8 @ @ & &
Wﬁaﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%wwm?mﬁmﬁlé’»amqﬂ{@u—mw|%ﬁ—7
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SCART Fel T IS S TAGHUIT 3T =gl §| 3 aldl qaT ARl & W9, 9 oty =g o o <1 0
# &g WHR AT A @ FOaT e & W Ig 3@ Al <o & fAv g g1 3 & & Tsal
& @l & S I € HeAHcra YeT g1 ST g1 S Fedlesh H g 1§ dfA Sl ST TSR HTATHAT
T IS TET &1 37 Fg THR A Ul & dear & v qreRlf sgawar saeh g

$8 FaEYT & oIl fdg ST 7 Feved &1 gl g N & gl & &1 §ARY TG ST AT A 3@ Fafed
TTATARAT & TS &1 37T U Ul I FATLH Wl & AT JTaeThdi-(aR HEfed e wiige| AW arel
& Y R{REY I WRT & AR I&fed fRar o #hdr g1 Uod g8 anf & dear & "W ' AT ST
ThdT &1 AY 3 REY A sfemedr Fet aifiRe) 57 Tsg & gl fr 31f@F 31aeTewar g 9 50 @lig o
A NAT Fefleh H Toh M =l @ 30 9§ &1 WA 3cu1fed giar g1 dffcerg # 38 v ofed gl &
70 8 B My SR RN ¥1 WY F AFeTg TR T R AT TER F AR Q| WY Ay wT
WRT & YR W AT 1 fIROT Seeldl S| Ife fAerarg o wadl s 8o Ffderd Stel Tier ar 31
arel AT H W & IETER 6 g arel MY Ul &t 58 3Heqdid & 3mdfed frar smeam| & & fow
Ig 1T T WleT g1 Ulell T IUANT d T g el 3/ HARdH IcUIee gIffer g gl el 7 aqger A
IS A FH 3TART Fafd TA & ol Gaeer & Ja & v fFar s asar g1 el 7 gae a=at
1 o SIS oeTey T IaER AT ST FhaT §1 Y Y& U F 3RS Hed TH B AR @Y g Hrad
A& & Ul B GlEH [ASFATST o ST el §| U GART SgHeT WAL gl FHAT IUIT TE el
MR @l STY 2 T HTFdH 3cUleeT A Ig Taryr Rl &1 fFlt ToT A Rea 787 & Johal
g & 3u% 3IRFRT FT g4 Far = g

58 Hedt A UIfehediel & &Y U6l & dear W 3 YATauR fhar S @hl 81 Ta & U # g4 Yy
STol Gf AT AT SRS & 3GIeX0T J TASE & SAar g b gt Fr 3Rl seart afdd & 3R «®
giar &l gA Y S A F el & ART #X Fhd §1 el S Fhar ¢ & aRfFufaa sqa o § R
arell & fARoT W gAFEaR e iR, Afthe @awr § & e aur Aurer & @y ¥ & 3ol 93 HehdTl &
Teh TR H UliehEcllel YT STl &l Sl alell Afedt & MY X Fua § o q@dy TG A9Te, e aar
AT & 3 arell A & W W 3 wifreds w Ry arédy v afedt #r a6l 7 & § D & faw 3@
fReyia 1 3ggd #Xd gV g FeAYS & U6l & dRd A 1 I AT S| AfheT A A seanr afed
& YR W & 8T ¢l 39 e & vy w [k o= =ikl

AGF SN s FASATen, 3w ATl F v § 3k sz daew A Whww w 9F §
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The Indian EXPRESS

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE Date: 27-09-16

Yea-sayer

India does well to stop dithering on Paris accord. This could begin a new
phase in its climate change diplomacy.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s announcement that India will ratify the Paris climate accord on October 2 has
ended an uncertain period in the country’s climate change diplomacy. Three weeks ago, at the G-20 summit in
Beijing, India had refused to commit a firm date for ratifying the deal. China and the US had ratified the Paris
accord in the run-up to the summit. Last week, 30 more countries, including Brazil, Argentina and Mexico,
gave their assent to the accord and there are media reports that the EU, as a bloc, will join the treaty by
September-end. Fifty-five countries, responsible for at least 55 per cent of the global emissions of greenhouse
gases (GHGs), must ratify the Paris accord for it to take effect. Last week’s approvals mean that 60 countries
responsible for 48 per cent of global GHG emissions have ratified the accord. With its dithering, India, which
contributes 4.5 per cent of global GHG emissions, risked being the villain of the Paris climate story.

In fact, India’s recent reputation at international climate negotiations is none too good. In the last decade, its
argument that the historical culpability of industrialised countries for the current levels of GHGs in the
atmosphere enjoins on them the greater responsibility for mitigating climate change has been challenged, not
just by industrialised countries but also by countries highly vulnerable to climate change — Bangladesh and
Maldives for example. As an emerging economic power, the country has been asked to take on more
responsibilities to check climate change. India’s insistence on eradicating energy poverty has often been seen as
an alibi for the profligacy of the country’s rich. Last year, in the run-up to the Paris climate summit, India
showed its willingness to shed its traditional fossil-fuel centred approach to energy. It announced a slew of
measures that included a greater share for renewable sources in the country’s energy mix. At the Paris climate
meet in 2015, India sought $2.5 trillion in aid by 2030 to fulfill its climate-related commitments. The response
from the industrialised nations was lukewarm and Prakash Javadekar, the then environment minister, is on
record saying that India signed the Paris agreement in a “spirit of compromise”.Prime Minister Modi, though,
tweeted that the Paris climate meet was a victory for climate justice. India’s attitude in the months after the
summit, however, showed its lack of enthusiasm. Such prevarication would have done the country’s cause no
good. India stood the chance of being upstaged by countries like China and Brazil on issues of finance and
technology transfer. In recent times, India has tried to signal its commitment to renewable energy by taking on
leadership of groups like the International Solar Alliance. India risked its credibility in such bodies with its

indifferent attitude to the Paris accord. The PM’s announcement is a step in the right direction.
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Get real on Russia

As it draws closer to Pakistan and China, India must stop taking it for
granted.

“Every school child in India knows Russia is India’s best
friend.” That was the essence of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s remarks when he first met the Russian President
Vladimir Putin at the margins of the BRICS summit two years
ago in Brazil. Although Modi was on his very first diplomatic
assignment outside the Subcontinent, he had got the popular
Indian sense of Russia just right.As Russia conducts its first
ever military exercise with the Pakistan Army this week, Delhi
has to reckon with the prospect that Russia might not
necessarily remain India’s “best friend forever”. Rethinking
Russia’s position in India’s strategic calculus will be heart-
wrenching for many in Delhi. Moscow’s new warmth towards Pakistan may have, wittingly or unwittingly,
begun to nudge India towards a relationship with Russia that is founded in realism rather than inertia.

Until now India’s Russian relationship seemed immune to change — internal and external. Governments —
centrist, leftist and rightist — have come and gone in Delhi. The Soviet Union, which had such strong influence
on the formation of modern India’s worldview during the inter-war period, simply disappeared from the map
in 1991. But Delhi and Moscow seemed to carry on after the end of the Cod War. But by letting the sensitive
Jammu and Kashmir question into its current play with Pakistan, Moscow might have dealt a big blow to the
popular enthusiasm in India for the Russian relationship. At the heart of the Indian perception of Russia as the
most reliable international partner was Moscow’s attitude towards the dispute between India and Pakistan over
Jammu and Kashmir. The Soviet tilt towards India on the issue in the 1950s amidst the Anglo-American
maneuvers in favour of Pakistan helped put a halo around Russian heads in India. During their 1955 visit to
India that laid the foundations for an extended partnership between the two countries, the Soviet leaders
Khrushchev and Bulganin, travelled to Srinagar. In a public reception there, Khrushchev proclaimed that
Moscow was just across the border and if there is any trouble in Kashmir, Delhi should just give a shout.
Moscow kept its word and exercised its veto in the UN Security Council to block Anglo-American moves on
Kashmir in the 1950s.

Anyone familiar in Moscow with the special role of Kashmir in the evolution of India-Russia relations would
have balked at the Pakistani proposal to conduct military exercises in Gilgit-Baltistan, that is part of the
Kashmir claimed by India. It is entirely possible that the Russians did not see through the Pakistani ruse to lure
them into Kashmir. Others suggest the decision may have simply been a bureaucratic mix-up. The Russian
embassy in Delhi stepped in to clarify that the exercises will not take place in Gilgit-Baltistan. But the damage
had been done. The timing of the exercise was bad enough. It comes at a moment when India was trying to
isolate Pakistan after the Uri attacks, coping with fresh political violence inside Kashmir, and drawing
international attention to India’s claims over Gilgit-Baltistan. That Russia was unwilling to postpone these
exercises in deference to Indian sensitivities at this critical juncture suggests something fundamental is at work
in Moscow’s approach to the Subcontinent.That Russia has sought a normal relationship with Pakistan since
the end of Cold War has not been a secret. So is the fact that Indian diplomacy often prevailed over its old
friends in Moscow to limit Russian ties with Pakistan. Moscow’s reluctance to defer to Indian sensitivities this
time suggests that a new phase in India-Russia relations is finally with us. Only the sentimentalists in Delhi will
be surprised at Russia’s decision to redo its South Asian sums.
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That a sovereign has no permanent friends is part of traditional wisdom around the world. Nothing illustrates
this more than the evolution of Russia’s ties with China and Pakistan. Few countries in the non-Western world
have done more damage to Russian interests. The Chinese alignment with the West from the 1970s and the
Pakistani jihad against Moscow in the 1980s were central to the defeat of the Soviet Union in the Cold War.
That was then; Moscow now believes it can play the China card in enhancing its leverage with the US. Some in
Moscow may also bet that cosying up to Pakistan would help caution India against drawing too close to
America. Others in Russia might point to the unintended consequence of pushing India into the arms of the
US.

But India has no reason to be drawn into that argument within Moscow. Russia has the sovereign right to
choose its friends. Nor should Delhi assume that Russia’s current orientation — warmth to China and hostility
to the West — is a permanent one. At a moment of great turbulence in great power relations, Russia is rightly
jockeying for position. This demands that Delhi must stop taking Moscow for granted. It must focus instead on
reconstituting the partnership with a country that will remain a powerful force in Eurasia, on its own merits.

Raja Mandala

The writer is director, Carnegie India, Delhi and consulting editor on foreign affairs for
‘The Indian Express’

THE lllNDU

Joining the climate high table

Date: 27-09-16

The Centre’s decision to ratify the Paris Agreement on climate change on October 2 is a welcome affirmation of
India’s commitment to join the global community in reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. As an
emerging nation with a large number of people living without access to electricity, India’s predicament of
having to generate more energy for poverty eradication while simultaneously curbing GHGs is universally
acknowledged. But there is no denying that the country has adopted an approach that is predicated on a much-
too-high use of fossil fuel-based technologies. This needs to be addressed as all nations look towards the next
phase, when the climate agreement comes into force. There is near certainty that the decision made in Paris
will become operational before the deadline for signatures set for April 2017: 61 country-parties responsible for
47.79 per cent of emissions have ratified it so far. What remains is for individual countries in Europe, and the
European Union, to review their commitments after Brexit, and sign up to reach the target of 55 per cent of
total GHG emissions. India’s decision to join, overcoming a reticence that was apparently linked to the failure
to enter the Nuclear Suppliers Group, is commendable. It would, in any case, have come under pressure to do
so since the Paris process is sure to move ahead with Europe’s entry.

With climate commitments becoming almost inevitable, a national consultative process on low carbon
strategies cannot be delayed. In order to comply with the Paris process, every aspect of energy use would need
precise measurement in the years ahead, which several sectors of the economy are ill-equipped to do at
present. Upgrading the electricity grid to take in higher volumes of renewable power is an urgent necessity if
India is to realise the national goal submitted to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change to install
100 gigawatts of solar power capacity by 2022. A bold new policy on urban design to curb emissions from
buildings and transport has to be written into all relevant legislation. Such far-reaching steps can be taken only
with the active participation of State governments, many of which remain on the periphery of the discussion.
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That needs to change, and a blueprint for action has to be drawn up, if a convincing case is to be made for
assistance from the $100 billion a year that the rich countries are to put together by 2020. Fundamentally,
national policy should mandate even higher levels of taxes on fossil fuels and transfer the benefits to eco-
friendly options, be it solar panels, efficient light bulbs, bicycles, green buses/trains, and greening initiatives.
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