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AR IARET TSHT AT & HATaRigd Alel A & JEEUTT hr e ﬁqg’qﬁ & AT 8r
gfar & T fAAT-oerd & @GRl @1 Agler Tarenfdes g1 TAE AfAREAdAsit 3R MRt
%Eﬁifﬁ\?smaao?ﬁﬁwaﬁwwﬁdl el & FdelG U Aol & B i Ig HIAATS!
WWW&TW%M@HWW@&A@*Q&H@T%IsQ-TF-R‘@’EFrgT
AP BRAST AT 37 U T Wielel H AR AT & @I ¢, oeleh aR & I7
FAIST 39 T IHeAoled T6T AT T U=l TATST T Iolg & 30 37 el T IR foheh
A foT| SRA A & gl @ Sd o d9h 98T g1 & AT gg&afa Sl JgH 1 el
mm%ﬁ?mﬁqﬁméwmﬁ@%;H—H%;H@?g@%,ﬁawm
Sigel WX 3TER 93T &l oftheT @ g § T ggeafd ot vsh 0dm a1g &, S ARASS & g
dr e AlGe &1 gfAar F gl FEAR AAREA & TR A HeUaA13il & IR R Felr
YRUMAHT & T 39 3R i ead oy &1 e F3 @ o & forar 3R 319 34
I STl & HER §H JgEafdd I 96 Hl F Slelel & HEld W TS gl 3T 2.7 3RS
fehell#lieT &1 Y dF ol JeEdfd @raiaﬂﬁqgﬁa@’ra?a’fwvﬁéaﬁvaﬁa?
T&cdThYUT, e &1, agHASH H Ul T HlGeall Sl el SRIT SeaM| Hielg & el
R FT TE TTeT 33Tl oI I FAGlAl b 39 U b Jdd TFh @MU AR I SATeAet
T pifRrer v el & gewdfa @ AT FH g3m aml Y I’AReT IR 37A Hg FE F
IR H ATAA-TFsT & fAT 3as 93191 FU v g, dfhd I8 ggell IR § 39 38 g T
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WW%WWW@WWm,wmaﬂquﬂq AT & /LT AT
THA AT T HIAA M| SHDT Hged shaol Je&Tcd oeh AT =161 | Hfeh JeEITd T
fAAToT T FF F G THH TE §3I, FHIAT AT & ART FHHT eI HRASA &
ST TR & A, 3ThT cFaEdT AR ARSI F FASS H FAcg wem| fFE A 7 afer
I Tgers Tt & TR A F& IRelfhes UROMSNT & A & & 3T carer o gl
et g1t AfheT AT & @el TTHT J ST 3T dhellehl 3TeIfeudl & 3e7 GROM3T Fr
U T g3l FIeA YE FN A 3T o Ah &R @ A 3dAReT I & fardr Hr o
FAS & I 0 § afch S8 AT & A 3R IHRT &THAT i oY eTel AIHA 3T @
gl Ml @ ggEafd & IR H Sledal & HhdG ¥ g8l Sl & Tgol el w1 HaRer Ired
AT UT| Afehe ol HAT deh d6T I@el & SAS[G S dehoileh] WA $HT Tolg § HIS a3
Hecd I SIelehl HIHA Fg1 3T Hehl AT| S8 Sdsle ellierdr S IETATT 58 §9 H § &
3T ST & IMUR W oA T 6k &TANT & o F T I 319 <@ ¢ foh i &g
1€ Sl Sid §gEafd Ag & aTdaRoT H GAT Y WA §laN, 3HY Ugel dg gfadm T gahr
ifde 3R TarRfas T & fFa ggd @ & HUr g

Eih=<AE3] |
1191
A ITATAT HY ATEAT
W. ST g9

Rae 70-80 Frell # T8 F3 FT9g R 7 3hFT & Ral & 397 Ral & 39v avohg &
&, STai% e o OFT FHY Tl 131/ FAIIT IFIB de SR F g e efee & dad
&1 dfeT 557 ER GGl & STagle 3 Uk RIBEd Bl & & e 3 3ARST &
TSCTIT FINAR HPIHT @ GN G I8 8, dlfdbed ST IRAT ddged dgT el ST
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ShIeRT AT & AR & [T Teh FAgeaqul &7 T@T g1 3nhIeT AR ol TR 3HR
SIS & foIT, W & W&o I 3§ HMaTeld & fov, I1 389% e A & fow
gAT AT W|T &1 I 1990 & gk F HARA U= e IgRAEEr Afd #§ ¥
39 gUF H AR 3T* 91 & ad H Al of JUAT qJUEd b # e Aaer & Aregs
q SHAT| 95T AR AT H 37H 5T AR 963 §gA F¢ IS IR ARG, orws forw anhiehr
celf & 9 ST AT 3R gedar Rear on, 398 9 ® 137 9Rd & o9 3+
fasra & ol gehdl, 38 o1 e A & HRA A A T H TS AT §3
IRT & o Hiafors-teeifae-adaRe 8d 39 89 H §¢, el ARJ Ush Hadur dehd &
¥ H IHT AEAT AT, 3HH 3§ 0 T ST AGHEH §‘é’l 3CIEI0T & ToIU &Y Ui aTe
#A ARA & ITH fahd & ST FolT T ST &, 96 g8 I Wl A ST g Sl 8, 3R
38H o Tadwe S dafergs gerdf & Sed &, 9 d6¢ HgedquT SRR ¢, faAWRt Sl
& Heal | 3R safaw e el off v Car &7 8, SiET fageh oes 3del Ferd H‘@rg‘é
g, TSIcel @rEl & &ef & glavdientor & a1e 3hihr ¢t & arg 8t fashed @or € T oY gt
Self & TTY HUT TEHT T ARAT FT Tohd g1 A, SToied, ST, FAARAT, ST
m%ﬁqlduﬁﬁjaoﬁmaﬁtmﬁwmﬁqgﬂam?r%W%U%IW
foret waref & fAv iR AR 3nheT & T RTed ATl 39 @XE § T8 AR e ah
very S 9eiferad 3cute, 39 gcdnie S & A #Rd & AU faedhed gl §1 HRA
ST T &, FIfF & IiT Aol H AR T T NN & AT g1 39 fogrer ¥ ¥ e
R & foT 3gH ¢ #aife o o @y o gf, AFAR & a1 Jfed 3RS gor gt &7 %
fae=ll Arehcl 98 AT & ST g Fehlolel TgT HEAT R & [T dga ARS | #ARA o
2008 #H HRA-3TRRT TFAe IS fhar ar, 3R 3 saehr Wfagiiaes aeemaer o 3a
3R, Taas 3R TERe 9 & FUaRT = FT 93T fHAT =T JRA-31RRT
FAod & ¢ ARA Ygel aR, Tl ofd 3130 dF #eg o arel ¢ &1 W §, A ot
glel 62T & dR W 3 X AT« 7| 58T 9fehar & fie HRA-3nhier TaFel, SiF g3 diel
Tl o 3TaRrer (2008, 2011,3ﬂT2014ﬁ<‘»|?11FﬂT§U)W?IT—T31TU%I 3dH AR o FHAT
20 TSforge 3@ARET ek &7 FaeT FAT| Ig HRd WWHR “UF Sa¥cHe AFCaSd Hhise &
&G H INAHT T 3Tl FTA| SHb IHelTal, TET HEAT H BRI, F& FI&T FASA-
S Bg AGENER ¥ A §-9RREAT W o[ ol & folv fhT a1w| s9% ATUer 3mhrehr
Sl & S gARY fAFAT §, 389 Aok agl & Jail f«=idTd & & &t @rar dgarer Her|
T T 3relar #l S TR FASHAT W TeA Foi1l AT T e 957 g1 §U o7 IR
3THIRT 32T AR Y Teh lehditaeh dlehd & & H 3@d &1 37 99 9Rd H 39 e W
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ST & &7 H g, S 39149 & T9F NiST @ &1 U 0F TS & & H 87 3T $ i
3eish FIH Y& &, S fAfawrdaret asg § 3R 99 ge @l T diehdiEed oo & &9 &
AheIas IRefard A g1 3R FE AL AR o T 3N g5 Ao afFdT & ®T A
faea geor oY 3ruel Aiseal o or FIS §1 ORI G2 Y AR H HRA HI dge IS
ofd ¥ Ra AR AT & fT Jolel X A R AT & AP g HA THRY ¢l 3R
forehe sifasar & g 3ad AU o A T TRl ST STaSlg AT IR IHHT &
EFIT U dgd & HAes A1 Rl & W& S Adels IR F@rd & @Y sgdr &l aAfehe
$H% 3oic HRA o 30hrer & faw sy atferar & 1 ™o 70-80 @rell 7 gl S Stotg
391 3hieRT & f@dl & 39al Rl & FIR RSilg aF g, SIdieh died o AT Hhelt w181 foha|
SHfAIT 3MAIAT &M TR T SgT e Tfoe F @A & AT & F97a o STasjg | olfehed 37
AR ST & SMdelg 3eenl el RIsrrd @l & o @ 3R 3@Rer & asgufd oemar
3T & GR 0 B 8, olfehel IR aAcfed T8l gl STl & H&El Y STedl o o Sisd
g o 38 Y9G Felled ol TG # 30T dgd &1 39 SRUT, S gaAsild hdr & alk & ek
g §, af sriifeaa 81 g urd| fa% nhrer asefed ar I &g & whawsr /R Terd
wﬁ§|masﬁa"rﬁa’ra’ka§x§ma’rawu FeH gl AT Ugel 39 Tseura av| e
TS W] 3T TUHAAAT o7 W@ &1 F e 3P & o gAR aed &, 3949 Neal &
THSET 7 S HAT N, 3§ diea & foger § 98¢ 36H &1 AT S ARG & e e I8
ar fader &1 et & G & gl AT deR ﬁqgu AT & ToIgeT 8, SR & foIw & ar
Foll T & U, °g AR HT & IRYe & v FadaT & ey & g a1 gaiawor
FHSIT A7 SR ardr & F637 #| G S, S gE AT §, 3o gfoe & USeredat &
T W IE T 95€ 36A &, [TATH 30 g T 9eat & fogrsr & o 3/¥ 7 =i o)
(@@ HeX B 3hlehel TESIST, ATAY H AW )

fEeazdia

D @ e o o
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Aronfas &1 a1
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R 3R Aeifes F ST v gaEsiar 8 o1 W@ §, Sogs agd |Aeiifes 7 36T 3R 355
$T Tl FT 3cUIeaT Fer Wlmﬁgﬁmaﬁmﬁwmmlm
AT J TIHIT Teh oG Tl &l 8¢ Tl AT T gl

379Tel UTT AT H 39 &I ol T dh of Sllel Hl Jiolell A1 915 gl TUTHAT oiig AlGr I
Aol ITET o GRIeT 39 THSld W GEd&d U STUar| HRA ST JleleAT HAlolifae H Th
RaT TIr sRIAITAS ST Jollat Fr T §, ST sTadATer IRA FT &l Aol & v ghm|
ATt & fRareT ARd & AU grel &1 3cuTgsT el 3R ARG AlSTids H Ig IARE &I
fo g arell i I FH TG AeM| ST Arofelr Frdifead g Seet, af HRd # arell
HrAdr X 0T g Fera gem, Fife Wee sfasy 7 I8 GHa @ et 6 e
3cUleeT @ $RA H el 1 TR QU & Teh| HRA & ST 17 G <o Tl gX Frel Yer
gIch § 3R IE ST & 918797 Ui i ST A g1 30 FHAT 1 AT 8 Q0 fawam S
€1 9T g T Sgd S99 A g, $HA 3PR R a5 & FAT @ SO, A grell & T dsi
¥ dot 9T &1

QT giedn F HRA & U TET U g, STET W AT S 997 g€ A alell & U gl
HRAT 3U-HAgIedd o 3Helldr STl gfadm & areil dr @ud 95 HA gidr &, safav 5 3y
cRit 3 grel 39S el €, 9 HRA @l AT el & v g 39mg Sl &1 Ood $o avt &
R #H el 6T AT doll T F¢T §, STdich 3T &G o 3cIee olgl dal gl U &, 3iecior,
eATSl, FIAR 3R F rhIr AT @ alel AT T Sl 81 JReeforar #Rd & fow arelt
1 937 fdiceh B, dfehel g0 Aol Jieeforar & warel 3redt 787 g3 &, gaiaT o art &
FAd T &S &

SR &1 Aol AT TRIS 8 & el 3cUleed el g &, Tg o7 foheerd A v aof8 &
TIHR & ATl Tg 8 & T areil o g 93T TIATT HSR W1 1T, fSieel SEdATe ard
oo a1 RRufa & &t & Ausor & @ & v 537 &1 @6 379R THR TEHT al-ars
AT T ETell T HSR IW Toh, Al T GIAT I FHITAT el H FRIR & Thdl gl TIHR H
gioter I8 ot § T =EAR @ o Aeifas & atg 1 g&sitar har S|

Ug AT § 6 8RT & erell Y @ud 39T 3Te-eH ATl dh 9¢ 3R R agl R &
U] @Y FGel T dol IR GRART H 3 Fuld # gur g, oed 3o dioe &
AT T AET Foar =l
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SIS AT HTeT T R Y MTeTer o oerersT o g1 Sieel, forash o a#y o1e gret
@Ud ¢ §gT 9¢ & S| TR A 37 fae & % grai & fow & =1er, it @y qJerdf
& TAIT TISTar STl a1fgT, Fifeh et FHGIY & ATY =Tl T Tad HA Bl Sl §
AR 3T Wiy gerdl 1 T Tl Jr g1 T H, 3R 10-20 €T & folv S 3R
3cUTest @l HJfId e & ATl §A1$ ST, o ST fohdreil T wrger gl 3R s
& off Pral F 9T 3AR-TIT T AT AGT PAT BN Arofitaeh 3R FIFAR H RE
e 3cuiceh ST @l 81 38 AISTAT T 39T T ST Fehll &1 Ueh FHThe qLan#dl WiedTee
3R HN A qaq=T gord H T B

Date: 07-07-16

difer g a=d & A r<ar faem

gREY Tgdd), sTF, eew

TCIT & YR R TN ST, A fAdr 7 R HT Thell RaT-caqedm A1 & are ggi a1
o gl 2T 15 o Fhell A 26 S T Ued ol IoT 15 oW Feholl H 11 1@ HHNT
3R IR oM@ grgde Fhe gl

WSFE Thell H UG dTel IEATThT hT HEIT 85 1 &, Sleial & 47 1@ 37eqT9eh THRT
THell A FREXA §1 G aY Aol qU&THT 7 9 FU3r doad 96T & § 3R 3 Iemhe
YT g 8, ol T8 g 3R 3T §, 5 aard 8 1 gAY Tepell R dearcas &9 @
frcralt o 3T 5 @ &1, W UNcAS &7 § 3HH Td o S Al °of Tl g1l # R
@r12ﬁ£r$éﬁmﬁa#§m§m,maﬁaﬁra§ﬁf§maﬁrsmdWduqduﬁmsn
Hhdl &1 3T ToT A T« YSAY Fpell & ded RIeThl & Atndl FIfdd wter & fow
qreTT off IS, At Riarer o S @ aFeher I 9T AT Tpelr G H géar G R dw
WNfAT ALY §, FF IT SICET TS I8 TgT 81T o

Uoa #ge geavgs @fafa @ o &5 Rem Aifd o Adier g foar, sa8d el e &
e e, adae fufa 3k afasy fr aemaant ) Frhr Jear @ sar Gu v g
390 38 HAIG & TEATEl W AT FIHRI AT T of S @ &, Fifeh Tepell RAGT
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SAGIR [AT=0T 5T TSRT FT & g1 JToer & a1 e Aifd ar I’ 1968 31X 1986/1992
# OIS 6T IS A| Tpell RIS H HalIeh Agcaqul &lefel 2009 H HHG G@RT aiRka faam
=T, fo 8 Re 1 3R iffas & a O ST Srar gl

ST FIA & dgd g AN Ao WHRT H Ig Jonfas SFAey & 75 75 o qu4a¥ 6
3G & g Ted B YRIAS Ram o &0 § 6l 0@ T # & S, ser @’
eI HAleTsh G Bl 8l ST Flefel & dgcd < ol Tehol H 25 Yidrd ¢ 3 &9 &
gt @1 & seal & AT RS $r 715 §1 gefifeh SAGIR IISde Fepell H SHDBI UTeled
8k X A gl TR I

FIHAUIH HATY caRT S5 a5 #1S 6T Afd & a1 &2r i Tepell RIeT H AR FHEEAT
O & AT H TeA gl SUI? 3 o R 9gd ™ & o d@fque #§ og @ 1499 1 3y
& @ Sl Y HiAa RIS RNGT o7 TIRE & &2r 3180 ek Fd7 G A& Y 9
FAt 3T o el I3 T YRS e § e &2 or@l Tl 3R Jrsde Tholl 7 37T
o1 giaarer Giawn, S s1ae, beire, f1eTen, Qtererd, fohdld 3ucistr #1gT ¢ a1 oI5 e
M 7 s fov gafEa fad daruat @ caaear fr 78 2 71 Thell et i ot @
IRIETOT & IR # i Aifoew faar fear amr g2

FeAvgA AT 1 @e@ Sa1er IEd gera Rem @1 e dfafags, 2009 7 oy fHe
AT IS HET deh fRaT o faeardi & el o A & YTaYT I deofa] iadl Hell d&
AT & g1 FIATT A S8 @ 3Madl el T Ygis H HAGRK dodi H GURTcHAD Hitear
ol AR olreT 9T A & T AR IHEER & @ geud AT g1 TS Tpelt 7 25
TR T I G97 o gedl & T RIS el & Traere HT oAvgH FiATT 3 &R
W%W%ﬁ?ﬁmaﬁiwsiaﬁmdkwﬁw%suq fear g

fRretr &1 AR Jifafeza, 2009 7 Tpell et dr Farfody FURA & ad II5dT Thell &
oI o1f A, a7aeT, fR1eTeh, ®eiteR, favgeh Sl #geIdH Alleh oMe] T T &, 3T ATl Hl
THNT Fholl 9T 8 Fech & oo & &7 geara A g1 aver 1968 T ey & 3icwta
o] TR AT T Bl & JReqoT fhaeads W o GeAvTH HAE AW §| SHHRN Hge
¢ T dradl as e Sl 1 ATGHT 7 & S AT AR TAAS TR W g@l AT
YT ATEAfAR TR W NG AW & AT HT JFR ToT TWHRT & IR D3 e S
e, it R W @ WS Svors W@ @ s ¥
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goaAvgH QAT & 1087 T w6 H U HAgeaqor IRad w1 A &A1 g1 ek 1087
e & %o g9 aTe SR s A0 T oo Awat @ g & safov s & vt &
3 & TE F T&A-TF FAC SACH- iAAEr 3R 3T TR ezt @ et & 4 Fg o
URA- el T faehed M| HATT 1 vk 3R 3T geia fAs-s-#fier istar &1 104t
de & Tholl A AEART w &1 g1 GRS &1 a5 off @gen & fF Ratet a1 Ass-drar &
Tl @ HFd W S0| FATY o Faa@dr iR o qeumsi @ Ig disf=n darfdd
XAl I Fel gl

Tpell NG & 90 AR F31 ¢ e, T § A 7 38 9 § F$ 30cAT o
S8l UIT ST 81 3o7eh foIv Ig 8% Asl-UET &1 A g1 A o Ig AT § foh Tepoll
fReT i Farferdt gURS #1 THATT 3UT FE & b ReTRl w HIF, wgadaq Qe
FRI&TOT 3R 9 & G IR TS # IUcHs FUR HlaAT| Fiser Retet H g a§
#A Uh IR FRAGTOT S T g fer a3 § AR wfasy A v Rgreht @ ot & faw g
aiiT Thiehd ST/ATEE-ANTs HE E o H @eRer off & 7% g, Sriodt 3R 12dt &
SIe F g1l AIATT & Thell aredshd 3R qEdal & g A fafed dal & srefiery v st
famier #r gl

HR T Tholl RIGT T ITST T Fottdlel FUIAROT, Acfed AT, HRAS Faeid AR fager
HHTUAT I SR 8, IHA TS TEEIR IFAVIA FAS 7 NN A 77 @ | arer
1991 % dTe 3ENIROT & R & g 3R AT S IR TWHR Tepel & 7 gur H
TSI-a3T ST FaATell &, W 3edsh el fohdleddsl H d QU g ATRHAE T &1 SR
HT FROT Tholl & & FRART & I Tl gwor AfFd &1 Adia e g g
gANT Tpell RIGT Ah R X Fal-faenser 3R Aranfos feema &1 R 81 &0 & dueat
91 3R RIS FATgaeiia aRart & st & v #ga 3R 3MeNereT Fhol 87 gL H IUclsy
gl

TE gEd 3R, T T Nos 7@ & aed 30 W A1 Tl Tpat 7 el U 10 &, STt
fearady dv W gfaardr g ar wsr g, g ger-faws @6 aw & faw g g1 gewvaA
afafa @ Bwmel 7 Qe NS #2047 @& fr Tl & HET Tl H T FE S B,
T 3GH Fg T ToT TR FT S & g1 g FT Th ST 3 Farfadr i e
AR el o faT TSFAeR g1 S« 17T g

@ A@F & 3 TR §)
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SThe Indian
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== |OURNALISM OF COURAGE

Date: 07-07-16
By Jupiter!

Within a month of entering orbit, Juno will begin to lift the veil
on the gas giant.

After a voyage of five years, Nasa’s Jupiter probe has slid into polar orbit with perfect accuracy. It is not
the first spacefarer to show an interest in Jupiter — Galileo stayed with the planet from 1995 to 2003.
But while Galileo sent a probe down to Jupiter’s atmosphere, Juno will barnstorm the planet, braving
magnetic and gravitational fields which could fry its instruments. But now, they should be able to see
through the cloud-wrack which muffles Jupiter and, for the first time, look into the heart of a gas giant.
The mission is aptly named — in Roman mythology, only Jupiter’s wife Juno saw the god as he really
was.

Juno is a triumph of Nasa’s New Frontiers programme, which is focused on planetary science. It will
swing into action in August, when it approaches closest to the cloud-tops, and will settle into a
comfortable rhythm months later, when it enters a stable 14-day orbit, which will last until it drops into
the atmosphere and burns up in February 2018. In this time, it will study the very phenomena which will
finally slay it — the powerful magnetic and gravitational forces in play, and particularly the
magnetosphere at the poles. But it will also attempt to gather data about the surface, which may have a
rocky core, and the atmosphere, whose turbulence makes an Earthside hurricane look like a light breeze.

Juno has nine eyes and ears pointed at Jupiter. Will it shed light on Jupiter’s most intriguing feature,

which fascinates both scientists and schoolchildren — the Great Red Spot, an anticyclone twice the size
of the Earth which is at least as old as the first telescope? Space exploration is the greatest adventure of
our era, but every discovery it makes does tend to take the edge off the universe’s myths and mysteries.
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Date: 08-07-16

How to rein in soaring pulse prices

India has a peculiar problem with pulses. It is in demand from lots of Indians who seek to raise their
protein intake, a corollary of rising incomes in a country with lots of poor people, but cannot afford meat
or avoid it for cultural reasons. The consumption of pulses in the country is over 22 million tonnes and
rising. Output never crosses 19 million tonnes, the balance is met from imports. No other country
consumes pulses on India’s scale. Exporting countries have to produce to satisfy Indian demand. Any
dip in output or imports results in inflation. This has to be tackled.

Yields are low, because pulse crops are grown in rain-fed areas and little research has gone into
producing high-yield varieties. The government does announce minimum support prices (MSP) but
these are both inadequate and redundant because of failure to back them up with procurement on the
scale required. Importing pulses is tricky because of irrational stock limits. Forward markets have been

banned, deleting vital price information.

On top of this, there has been a tendency, of late, for the retail price to stay inflexibly high, even when
the wholesale price has come down after a spike. The government has to take short-term and long-term
remedial steps. Replace stocking limits with a transparent system of stock reporting. Reintroduce
forward markets in pulses. Encourage substitution of scarce varieties, like tur, with cheaper imported
alternatives like yellow peas. Initiate a challenge open to universities and plant research companies to
produce highyield varieties of pulses. Institute an extensive market intelligence scheme and make good,
via direct payout to the farmer, the difference between the MSP and the price trade is willing to bear.

The point is to summon the will to act.

s
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Modi in Africa :

Date: 08-07-16
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India must walk the talk in its outreach to the continent

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s ongoing four-nation Africa tour to Mozambique, South Africa,
Tanzania and Kenya marks a continuation of India’s outreach to the continent. Following the India-
Africa Forum Summit in New Delhi in October last year that saw more than 50 African countries
participate, the pace of two-way engagements has picked up. Modi’s visit was preceded by President
Pranab Mukherjee and Vice-President Hamid Ansari undertaking separate tours of African nations. All
of this highlights a new sense of urgency on New Delhi’s part to boost its Africa connect.

This in turn is driven by the insight that Africa should no longer be viewed as a basket case. The
continent is among the fastest growing regions of the world. Consider that the Credit Suisse Global
Wealth Report 2015 found that since 2000 the rate of growth of millionaires in Africa was faster than
the global average by a factor of four. Even more critically the report highlighted that the wealth of
those above the lower middle-class threshold in Africa had grown by 140% compared to a global
average of 113%. This suggests a growing African middle class hungering for goods and services.

Against this backdrop, it’s underwhelming that India’s trade with Africa stands at just $72 billion when
China-Africa trade has already surpassed $200 billion. True, India and China have very different
strengths and approaches. China’s Africa push is powered by state-owned enterprises while India’s
outreach is driven by private sector companies. India has the advantage of a sizeable diaspora in Africa
which Modi will seek to tap during his tour to serve as a bridge between the two sides. In fact, a people-
centric approach focussed on services will put India-Africa ties on a firmer footing.

Towards this end, India’s Exim Bank is looking to disburse close to Rs 10,000 crore in Africa over the
next three years with an eye on services export. This will provide a fillip to sectors such as healthcare,
education and IT — areas which are seen as India’s strengths. Meanwhile, India needs Africa’s natural
resources to power its next phase of industrial growth. But African nations have long complained of the
Indian side failing to walk the talk. If the two are to synergise their efforts to combat common
challenges such as poverty, they must go beyond the rhetoric and start delivering.

Date: 08-07-16

Upholding free speech:

Madras high court struck a blow for freedom by defending
beleaguered writer Perumal Murugan

Freedom of speech is threatened when identity-based groups appoint themselves as
community guardians and arrogate to themselves the right to decide how their
group can be portrayed in print or film. In a judgment this week, the Madras high
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court struck a blow for imperilled freedom of speech when it defended a book of
beleaguered Tamil author Perumal Murugan, who stopped writing following
intimidation by caste organisations.

Murugan’s acclaimed Tamil novel Madhorubagan caught the attention of some
caste-based groups a few years after its publication. Subsequently, the author was
hounded as “sentiments” were offended. The upshot was that he not only announced
that he would stop writing but also asked his publishers to withdraw all his work. It
is this situation that the court judgment reversed by taking a stand in favour of
democratic rights. The judgment does well in pointing out the fallacy in a line of
reasoning that has become all too common in India. An identity-based group claims
its sentiments have been hurt and threatens violence; the state then steps in and in
the interests of “peace” bans the work of art or advises its author to withdraw it. In
doing so, however, the state legitimises violence and fails in its first duty: to assure
the security of its citizens.

One aspect of the judgment needs consideration. Recommending guidelines to help
authorities to deal with a similar situation, the judgment said an expert body could
look into the work. This is a minefield as assessment of a work of art is subjective. As
the judgment itself says “art is often provocative and is not meant for everyone.” It’s
best to follow the advice another part of the judgment proffers: “If you do not like a
book, simply close it. The answer is not its ban.”

Date: 08-07-16

‘Accountability Bill is RTI Part Two ... people are
frustrated with basic govt systems ... officials must
heed citizens — not bosses’

A new movement demanding an Accountability Bill has emerged from Rajasthan,
where activist Nikhil Dey of the Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan, along
with Suchna Evam Rozgar Abhiyan, is on a ‘Jawab Do’ campaign. Dey spoke
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with Anindo Dey about ‘good governance’ discourse overlooking accountability, a
national movement for implementing citizens’ rights — and ‘RTI Part Two’:

You’ve been on a ‘Jawab Do’ dharna for weeks — what is its purpose?

The dharna follows a 100-day accountability yatra across Rajasthan, demanding a
strong people-centric accountability law. During the yatra, more than 10,000
grievances were recorded and uploaded on the government portal for redress — they
illustrate the deep distress and frustration of ordinary people with the failure of
government to provide even the most basic services and entitlements.

Subsequently, the nature of disposal highlighted weaknesses in existing redressal
mechanisms. The dharna sought to move beyond the rhetoric of transparency,
accountability and good governance — to create a practical framework of
accountability to the people.

What issues are highlighted here?

Public hearings were held to petition the government on some most serious
shortcomings in the delivery of entitlements in various sectors of development.

It’s a struggle to have even the most basic guarantees implemented — for instance,
more than 70,000 sanctioned teacher posts lie vacant in government schools.
Unregulated mining has destroyed a local ecosystem and is afflicting thousands with
terminal illnesses such as silicosis. Also, 10 lakh pensions have been arbitrarily
stopped, leaving vulnerable elderly people without the little financial support they
had. In the name of better efficiency and inclusion, biometric machines have caused
havoc with more than 50% beneficiaries unable to authenticate themselves.

Poignant testimonies from marginalised communities detail their inhuman living
conditions — and their exclusion from governance. In the most severe drought
conditions, people have to agitate to implement Supreme Court orders.
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It’s time we gave space to informed debate — and made our public officials
answerable for every act of omission and commission.

What are the main features of this Accountability Bill?

The Accountability Bill seeks to build on the enormous progress made by people in
enforcing transparency under the Right to Information, across India. While
information opened the doors to citizens’ participation in governance, these
platforms need institutional and legal support.

This bill creates a mechanism for the redressal of grievances by enumerating
people’s rights through citizen’s charters — while holding government officials
accountable for the violation of their job charts.

It ensures people participate in making law and policy through a pre-legislative
consultative process. Platforms like social audit and the right to hearing are used to
ensure citizen-based measures for redress. Information and Facilitation centres are
designed to help people ensure accountability. Independent appellate mechanisms
provide a comprehensive oversight framework. Independent authorities can fix
penalties on officials and provide compensation to citizens. A Janta Information
System (JIS) would ensure proactive disclosure of information about expenditure
and governance — at all levels.

How has the government reacted to this demand for an accountability law?

Well, the government of Rajasthan promised to pass a good governance law two
years ago — but it has been put into cold storage.

They promised to initiate discussions on the Accountability Bill we submitted — but
there is no real sign of enthusiasm.

Nevertheless, government officials at the highest levels met representatives and held
discussions.
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Is the campaign for an accountability law restricted to Rajasthan?

This campaign will be fought both at a state and national level — the law addresses a
framework of development and governance that’s common across the country.

The NCPRI has been advocating a strong grievance redress legislation. There are
also several campaigns for accountability in different states.

Their synergetic coming together will make a robust legal formulation for
accountability.

Isn’t this just another law to add to a long list? How can we be sure this will be
implemented?

The RTT has shown us that when the people own a process, they drive its
implementation — with all its shortcomings, the RTI is used by almost eight million
people a year across society.

A large number are determined civic activists who use RTT to extract answers out of
a very opaque and closed system.

This law is an RTI Part Two.

People found that the RTT alone cannot ensure accountability. In many ways, like
the RTTI did, this bill simply turns the accountability of public officials from their
seniors towards the people.




