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Ig a1d 930 Sad § TR TP SAdifEe ey (IMe19T) AR o9 T 313
oY, 38 AT HAoATAh-Taoll ABIGRT (FHIT) FT Alsel IRAEEAT H AT| FATAIT
Widfa @ A afe a1 3fde gfg & for gfaadr e & fAdwr fear ser &
dl IE A AESIHD T § & | S8 30AT dhell U A & v gan &
GIAT BT BIIST 33T & 32T § PRI fAbral & g dsiel & Alse dl
foear e &, S 3aRIAATN AT| 50 YR TAR Ui gdgdr Il ufers-ufess
ORI YT HIISTTAh-HTdol e TSGR &l Al IR & AT &l

QUG ! 3 BE PRUNT § 3T AT ST FhdT &:

(1) 3" PG &b X W 6 TART SUhAT Pl 37 URITSTATI H IhA I dhr
solleld T SIdT &, See foharfead e @1 31feR 3R faQuerar 38 Wary
ATIER & U &, 5t Yol & HATHS H HAAR B

(2) 380 URIASAT AIR B I Hafy HTHr wH & ST & FAifh A a7 Hr
hUAT B IRIASTAT S8 H TR 87 @l Hr it ot 3R w1z gferar & §,
3H ATHS H 39 T IORAT U

(3) 3T T TIHRT Pl AEERY AT Aldr fHerar & 3K 39 e gad Had
geh fAd S &1 3 geh §, T AR IeRA &1 HABR|
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(4) A IWT U W fASH 817 Pl A ol FI [dhed RMR T &, [Haadhr
HAcG SolagReT Ta AT 31Uar gREre 3R I@W@a & forw off ST @adr &

(5) 3HA & TR FHY IATTAT Tgd SAedl el STl & s TDRT o Pl
HUA & HUTAIT B AAM W g HRRP T 2T Bl

(6) AR FATST H Ram3t 3R Ao gt F R & T g Wb F
Y TohdT &1 T F ol Tt & Feh & & @l a2 i ”iar @ & 3k
I & HATH HATY B s d T arell [Ash Huladl & et Jleiar Baa
3R ASAS aEGIHT BT AT eg A W@ AT P S A ©

Turi s fh gar & 3mv dydigdt Afed F 361 BIGT BT SEAATA I B JIg
forar a1 &1 ®1 ST

foeR fifa:

I AATAT o AT 3UhA HI HUAT I & foIT Sg T=AT - 3N, ASRTE,
3T URT, hlol, TGS 3R AT A TIPRT & 1T FHST W g&aer fopo
&l 3 PUfadl d FIST 3R AR Hr 3redr-3medy federy el

Yol FATST o 3T &7dT drel 2,000 el & @l 3R 3qfa & fow @rer s
forfdes & @1y gaslla W geanR 6o 2

WHATY] Sl (FMUA) [A9TF, 2015 FAc "EIBRT HUAT T SR IS Dl &I &
drfeh 3 WA Soll TRASABN & [T HARAT WAY] FaT Hod 3R 3
ISt 3UshaAi & S HIST 3UhdA IATT ST Th |

AU 3R URA 3diT SToraAnt wifdetor & ¢ & gdf dc & TaddRT &
2,100 AIMIIC &THAT dTel BIeFhT fdSTell HIF db DI P gars & fow FaAsia
R gedier few €1
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AR AT IIfIaRoT (TU3ms) o T &s gdrs 35sic RAfgid fhe §, B
I U TIPRI & 1Y G 3UhA A AP Hiam Iredm &1 598 HMAIR
(3R USA), G916 (TTEAT ), SIRGIST (3fsem) 3R RRE (Fermy) afda 2
dafafdia IEhTe JARET Tag 373Bid FH TS & ATY GG WHR B I}
Arerelr &aF g ufdetor 3tk sRamon el e widetor Hir off a=ed &

P Alded FAIAT & e W HARAT WE YT HUT BT USiIhI0T HIAT IR-AT &
IE PUAT de3amal Dl 3Jfad ©R db TUudh e diad Hl TRITSTAT GHTIN |
SHH 100 TS FAY Ui T Ugell fhed U@ deomel gRI & Sraf|

feaTTer Ueer, 33 ueer 3R gk & aRAeanw Tefia &= & fow g
STfagd Faft A9 3R Uo7 WHRT & G dgdigdr o1 3ugier fear a2 g

TR JAifSd qdadt aRare= aitd, 5 3@ @ik 3 ¥ grax ursae
fafdes & ad fGar = &, wadididll, e 3R ASE T faga a8 & o
3Uhd dTell HUAT &l
PR &1 Afsd & dh & WHT 7 E | IHATWET TR W N gl A o
3GIe0T ¢ 1T §:

STUTT &9 & Tl SUhdAl Pl PIfehdT Piel b HATHS A AN T Fr
HAPHG QU I & [T AT Pl a8 ursae faffcs & Tumgar & 78, St
qol, TP seurd fAora fofdes 3R @t sf3ar fafdcs o1 asn suma g

JITTELT UTaR 3doiudic dis 3R Taddidr fr 50-50 BIEET ATRIERT drell 'diTeeer-
sf2ar Hhefu TR wuT usde fafdes &1 e fhar = g1
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ST # AEER Tde9NE & AP BT A sBIT UIgd Tdldd Usde afdes
BN TE PR & TACT dTel STaTedelldl Jg& Uic efe 3R Fisdr de9me &
ST 3Uha dTell &huel &l

4

afer TIT Sfeiol &l Usel ARl ST ATeTicahR # JUaaa! aAdg Al o AR &
HITGEAT # FdSATAS 3UhAT HI HfAG W Th IR R SR GA1| 3r@ar &
3R eeled el . Adeliae & AR Al &7 aat & agd e sfde
fAarel §1 3T AdSfAd &9 & THUS Uooll el S5 TAhd... awraeia
HITaEAqT # o &1 H BRI SUhA!T 1 o IfHHT Bl T’

Trie T 5 ek & &1 S )@ €, 393 I8 dg ™ & b PRI oF H &
el BT 3 Th gHY & {Y WHGRT H BIH B Bl FAT 3816 &l 3o W
ad §, offched & 'SeolW@dld ST TUT '3NYTAh AR & HicI' dlel de® &b
g & AT TEelrdr 1 Afehed SHPT HGH q@a Pl SR & 3R Y &l i Ig
AT g for ddgdt & #Alse IRASTAT QI Xl FI GHGIeT alienr o @
ThdT &, Afhad Tg JITATAT & had Aol gR F M| '=PdaH A,
3ITARTH UATHA' T TATI dTcTT T & foF 3TA9TcaT TIPR &F HRIOR A g ol
PIg ATl & el &l WUUT &l T el W o & T g aTelld Jd JdIR
P H ST & i el geit aur Bsh saa & fane 3R 3ucsy #sR &t
QIIRT 1A W ST ST Hh| dd deb Y AA0T & 58 HA F drgagdr
giaursiee 3R Ul AeTH
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aIel I drell delrg 3R Yelieptor hr Tsr=ifda

MAH WA F IRT A FeUHEID FHGE & HWGeleh H Uie-Uiea &1 & fou
I GIedl &1 dleTl T 36 a1d &l YA & &6 Sid 3R 9 & Ferl # ac
STRUC H YATAIoT H TAH Yosd & 3R TTANAS coT 8 BISAT JAdl ITed|
Fifh o df 39 FATST &l AU H GT 1T dihdiias AfAGRT & =Kar & 3R
a urieat ol sHifore el Sfaar gt & for asdt € ar wfr a9t anfaat & o)
AT 3UA FRIEd &7 31T & fow ozar aredr § ar Todifde gl 30t &1 &
forw| fRIedr &1 319 39R Tar &1 el 9 ST ar 399 diedr &7 & qhdT ¢l
QAT HT 5T § TIaford AipdilEe JATS 39 THAT USTS @ oIrdl &, od
T & 3RT F 3@Ad & GRAR W T THIEIHR gl Hl AT

I & Y aId & 16 2013 F ATFRIAIR GI1 T @A AT I Tardd & d1g
g ol STaw FYu A FRRAE g H RuiE 38 ¢ 5 aed & famer aig @
foram aram I G T AL T F AG H AT TIN TANT Togd ey &
S HRAT STelal UTel & Sl 3r@elteh & URAR & Ufd fFY 3Mmepreres & a1w &) 3
38 ffzd gRaR W 3 RE A FRAB A AT T T &, T UPR 5T HA
arell UT T 1S | WM TPR o TG Pghd 3o 3R ThiHAB B Bl HidT ¢
fear & F & fopelY &Y 37U UdE &1 WIS e &l &b & 3R @ia-urd Hr
fafaerar ey depfa 3R Aedy & Rear ) areqg & aof 3R s &
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TEAT3HT Y ATeirret #iwt H gfd & AU F9 Terfae g @S e & o gerer
Uh ke A AR e e & 3R FdeTda Ff JATFRAIR ST Bis @I §
dl T ST T B HBl &b 3T el W AYT ST AT G usdl &1 3R AT
&l ToisT o HATST T THAH ST Bl FMRA b AH W G b Soo
HeudaEas FAGH ¥ fAeEr & o aATardr urél o sfderd wwetor 3R arfde
YARIOT & TeT AT Sidad DY ASAAT TATAT &1 FTH THUT BT AT T
ISH Y Tl &, SN AT D ALAGINA HarseAl ¥ [Aehrereht 3myfaies Harsar A
aTelelT dTedT 8 3R [T Hbde U HeHTd HIHA BT o
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SieH NSt ol TIfeT 9% Aifa

At g rec@ioar, @i surcget

HBRE FAS Bl IR HAFGIAT Pl aIgH AP PV FAAT J HTST HIA fRAT
8 W 39 3TH o9l & T off Sreel| 38 ARQgEar # di diei o [AaiEg
P P AT Bel TS ATl Ugell, ST UM diell T DA DIl GEL, T dog, AT
At & [ arel & Uhe W 39 ATl & ATfold Pl & ST arell Iha |
AR, fi F S & FTED ARl B ddeld b ASHd o TIYT BIIG-
BTl Pl el T THR AT F a0 TG, foreram saAdr daure & faduor &b
el
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Ueell AT & fob &ar AT sl &1 Al & FaHa Har amfee? 3R Ig
AT fRIT ST T fh HAT A A § SUHRDT D diel TEd [Feior 3R
3P 3P F T Fmelt T 3TN, AT Ig AIFUT A & AhAT ©| TTeAIh &H
Tg o S § T Heg AIRd s & diel & [Aeffd R & g 3R
HfasT & 3 @it & 3gfa ganfaa g §1 0 wrEdalk & A &9 A7 g,
ST AlSET 9T & A1 AeAT I BT Agcaqul Ad &l AT 2015-16 F TS
Td # dIEr dura & i B FIRT RS B el T ATAAAT HT IS T ZHA
Bel AT & fop 3= diall T g8 IUAYdT ol Ik & W ST o 3R &
SITA-AT 3ARMET 31Meb I[ATET 1 HT AFAT & 6 FATGT gRT ISIT T Al &b
e Pl 74 BIEST db HA BT CAT| AT HAGT B AIPRT RS T dhedilh T
arel a5 fopeH & et AARAT FA Pl A 3T a Thd B

7

3T H, A0 Jal B TARET FAT Th WAl BIA &l SITH caaTalion STToT AT
3 AN B, 6 a8l ol AT Th GI&T ATADl d AT H S &1 92Ah
% o PAET IdeAd T & dT-TAATART B FHAT FE B Fopdl, FAIR et
T AR ITYFT BNl e, 39 o A% Seer WX aar Y A0 forar a1 depan|
EART AIHT Iarar & fob fash &7 & &9 Scurea & dgav & fomam &, 3R 3ma
3t Y Ghar &1 AT & Urg & MY T [Fprg & fow gqar 981 o & 5 a8
AR PN AJHYUH URVE & Fol Tolc BN AT dodT & SR &, Aol a7 &
HYTAAT Pl YIcHTRd AT ST | eTelifd Ig dofl THa ghm, Sa fAsh dufaar
Bl Ig (G &1 ST o 396 [T W 3 aren Rea Hraaar & [af¥a fee
ST & HROT YHTIAT Sl 21|

CEYT HaTel I% © b orar Ig A UE difgeh Huar AR Afd & IFgeyu &2
STy URadd & HBTem Bl & o & & b diat & o fored RAefaa
g, Y a7 IR M TE Fb 3N BA U F deax UgaR ¢ Tkl 39 foeeT @
SUA dehelich BT Aecaqul &1 ITe IRD ded g GIan Fadt [Kiam dar & &
HAIR I Shuad St FASQY & 1 ufehar T&ad a8 ST, O 38 FAEIT A
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JIUTA fABre S Thal &1 3R T IR 3R et FisR & 7, O R %
gafEa frar s e s dlafadr fefaa & §, 39 gafe Rea e sma
A, & 0@ ARl g9 T1feT, S AT el & g 3R AT & ticafed
Y| AT TFA Ueel AFASH o T TE difged duer 3R Jifa & FAsr
forar &, 3Tet s It & o SARE B Wicdifed i & o T TR &2 I%
A 3MITPRT &b FTARIAIOT W SR &l & 3R AU &, 0H AR Pl
adhTeId B &, A Te A d< b 3nfacerent & AR H gara 8T H
ST |

G AT &1 At & forw aifge duer 3fQeRt Hhr graT uia fhed g pus
HRIBR FeTor (NNATHIR) HRATH & dod S &1 T8 aifge duar
PR Afd F ot sHdT TUT Jeo@ fRIAT 17 &1 37 IAFIFH & ded, 30K
fopely cafeh ot oot § b didl 6 frear 3R foraar & 3ReRT & 2 wfdeon
& IEl ‘FAdr H 3T FTRar & fow IFSeed fia a1 eeAt & 3= greh
TASId el &, I1 3Fad derd o s a1 et & 3=g el #Alsg =97 ¢,
dr a8 =fth 3culee qE A, f[IaRoT & 3R st a1 fhedAt Y a9 & faw
AR omEEd &1 AN X ThdT ¢ AR PR 38 ddhdid o [Aefid aa arel
&1 UeT FAT & aIg TITAROT 1 9Tl & 6 38 <afs 1 arar @ §, A a.
HH IFATT & Tl & TAATHIR H gy Afdad a&g dfAfaas & ded
PRaTS P HYBR AP P FIAeT o GAfIId Gt P AT U&7 W@ &
IAPR & dfd A 1| sda1 & A8, P HIET & a8 gEard H ARATHEIR
HRAIA § AT A& @rdr, S GAfFh gRE P T ST B asdd 3 & v
AR AT ¢ TduwEaR fafags e off gag sfaad osda afie &a
&1 foRdY @ P FRABR 81 STl

TH H, FIT FATS-AATIX H ST el &2 STellfeh 37T HY FAIT o @9l & I
AN T 0Q A, Ig 3G A ST P ¢ 6 38 Q AHAS B o fGHAT @ qa@r
S| W TR Jel Faiad [Aamen & q@r ae afeha a8 | & off &1 I
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difgs duer HRPR Afd & HER, difgr duer Fadt gl AT F1 Az
faamr safdes N g dagua @emer e et 1 Ife e Aen o
difgeh HUer HRABR & JBT I &, THTAT S3MSAT &1 Fiehgan @ =@ifew
HA-FATR fIaR-faad & forw ar goima &1 ueer, ard avg3i & g @ def
ol areY fAdre Sar @fev| 3R gE, fdiidewsR sfAfags & ged @6 iR
giet fr freaAt & T PRI dEdg A AT AT FRET =R i U 3T
I WAR W AN ¢ 6 a8 39 gaeans3it &1 $9 & Apredr &1 3497 § udr
et fop ‘RfAFH Taadie, AfFaaa aad I ~gAdH TR, 3R JemET &
3fARdH vHg & 30 RBgid W a8 fohdar faara & 2

SThe Indian
JEXPRESS

== |OURNALISM OF COURAGE
Date: 06-06-16

Being neighbourly

Comparisons are inevitable — it is hard to miss that
Pakistan’s most substantial gift to Afghanistan for the
last two decades has been the Taliban.

If there is one neighbourhood outreach that India can take pride in, it is
Afghanistan. New Delhi kept away from participating directly in the occupation by
foreign militaries for over a decade to fight the Taliban and al Qaeda despite
repeated entreaties by the US and an open invitation from Kabul to do so, and
focused instead on development and reconstruction projects.
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Instead of soldiers, India sent engineers and workers, and the results are there for
everyone to see: A hospital in Kabul, the country’s parliament building that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated in December 2015 on his first visit to
Afghanistan, a 218 km road from Zaranj to Delaram for better connectivity from the
Iranian border, the 220kV DC transmission line from Pul-e-Khumri to Kabul, and
the $ 300 million Salma dam in Herath, also called the Afghanistan-India
Friendship Dam, that Modi inaugurated on Saturday.

Comparisons are inevitable — it is hard to miss that Pakistan’s most substantial gift
to Afghanistan for the last two decades has been the Taliban. It would have been all
too easy for India, especially after the Hagqani network-Taliban bombed the Indian
embassy in Kabul and repeatedly targeted other Indians working in Afghanistan, to
rise to the bait and use this already ravaged country for a proxy war with Pakistan,
but wisely, India has resisted that temptation too.

The $ 2 billion that New Delhi has poured into Afghanistan is not cheap, but there
can be no real price tag to the goodwill that India has earned in the process. New
Delhi has always emphasised its civilisational ties and cultural links with
Afghanistan. It is fitting that the dam is located close to Chisht-e-Sharif, the
birthplace of Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti, whose dargah in Ajmer is a magnet for
Muslims across the region.

“Your friendship is our honour; your dreams are our duty,” Modi declared as he and
President Ashraf Ghani opened the dam together. Yet, there is no diplomatic
endeavour in the world that is purely built on friendship and duty. What New Delhi
has hoped to gain from its expansive diplomacy in Afghanistan is a strategic gateway
to Central Asia, and is now closer to this goal than before. Pakistan’s denial of a land
route was an obstacle, but the recent win-win solution — an India-Iran agreement to
develop Chabahar, and an India-Iran-Afghanistan agreement for the development of
a trade corridor from the Iranian port through Afghanistan to Central Asia — is a
potential game-changer.
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While the Khyber bypass may be triumph-inducing in New Delhi, it cannot be
forgotten that the normalisation of relations between India and Pakistan is still key
to peace in the entire region. Afghanistan is far from stability, and will remain a
battlefield for the new Taliban leadership and Pakistan’s growing insecurities vis-a-
vis India. While much depends on the choices of Nawaz Sharif and Raheel Sharif,
India should pay no heed to those who will now advise it to ignore Pakistan. Rather,
it must leverage the new emerging compact in the region to actively seek to break
the impasse with Pakistan.

THE3&EHINDU

Date: 06-06-16

Missing the wetlands for the water

Neha Sinha

Wetlands need to be reinforced as more than just
open sources of water. How they are identified and
conserved requires a rethink

The government is all set to change the rules on wetlands. The Draft Wetlands
(Conservation and Management) Rules, 2016, which will replace the Wetland
(Conservation and Management) Rules of 2010, seek to give power to the States to
decide what they must do with their wetlands. This includes deciding which
wetlands should be protected and what activities should be allowed or regulated,
while making affable calls for ‘sustainability’ and ‘ecosystem services’.

On the face of it, this appears to favour decentralisation and federalism. But the
peculiar reality of wetlands shows that local pulls and pressures are not the best
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determinants for their protection. Both water in liquid form and wetlands in the
form of ‘land’ are hotly contested, making wetlands the most imperilled natural
ecosystem worldwide. It is imperative that the Draft Wetlands Rules, 2016
(comments for which close today) be looked at with a hard, if not cynical, eye. Three
issues are of immediate concern. First, the draft does away with the Central
Wetlands Regulatory Authority, which hadsuo moto cognisance of wetlands and
their protection. Second, the draft rules contain no ecological criteria for recognising
wetlands, such as biodiversity, reefs, mangroves, and wetland complexes. And finally
it has deleted sections on the protection of wetlands, and interpretation of harmful
activities which require regulation, which found reference in the 2010 rules.

Experiments with water systems

One of the biggest ironies around water is that it comes from rivers and wetlands,
yet it is seen as divorced from them. While water is used as a resource or good,
public policy does not always grasp that it is part of a natural ecosystem. Efforts at
engineering water systems are thus efforts at augmenting water supply rather than
strengthening the capacities of ecological systems. There have been many recent
attempts at this sort of engineering — Karnataka had dredged its rivers, for instance;
other States may follow suit. The Ken and Betwa rivers in Madhya Pradesh are to be
interlinked, and we have a history of building dams and barrages to store water.
Parliament has already passed a Waterways Act, which will make navigation
channels of 111 rivers, by straightening, dredging, and creating barrages.

While these projects require serious ecological consideration, they are usually
informed only by the need to ‘use’ water. For instance, river dredging may increase
the capacity of a river channel, but can also interfere with underground reservoirs.
Over-dredging can destroy these reservoirs. River interlinking changes hydrology
and can benefit certain areas from a purely anthropocentric perspective, but does
nothing to augment water supply to other non-target districts. Constructions of
barrages have impacts on ecosystems and economies: the commercially important
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hilsa fish are no longer found in the Padma river after the construction of the
Farraka barrage across the Ganges.

In the case of wetlands like ponds, lakes and lagoons, the contestations are more
fierce. Who owns the wetland is a common quandary — and what happens to the
wetland also depends on this. Asia’s largest freshwater oxbow lake, the Kanwar lake
in Bihar, has shrunk to one-third of its size due to encroachment, much like Jammu
and Kashmir’s Dal lake. Water sources like streams, which go into lakes, also get cut
off, as is the case of lakes in Bengaluru and streams in the Delhi Ridge. The political
pressure to usurp water and wetlands as land is high — and for this reason, States
have failed to secure perimeters and catchment areas or notify wetlands.

Why then do the Draft Wetland Rules award full authority to the States? The
particularly complex case of wetlands warrants more checks and balances. In the
proposed scenario, with an absence of scientific criteria for identifying wetlands, it is
imperative to have a second independent functioning authority.

What comprises a wetland is an important question that the Draft Rules leave
unanswered. Historically, as wetlands did not earn revenue, they were marked as
‘wastelands’. While the Wetland Atlas of India says the country has 1,88,470 inland
wetlands, the actual number may be much more: U.P. itself has more than one lakh
wetlands, mostly unidentified by the government.

Significantly, the 2010 rules outline criteria for wetland identification including
genetic diversity, outstanding natural beauty, wildlife habitats, corals, coral reefs,
mangroves, heritage areas, and so on. These criteria would refer to wetlands like
Pulicat in Andhra Pradesh which have nearly 200 varieties of fish.

The Ramsar Convention rules are the loftiest form of wetland identification that the
world follows. Ramsar has specific criteria for choosing a wetland as a Ramsar site,
which distinguishes it as possessing ‘international importance’. An important
distinguishing marker is that Ramsar wetlands should support significant
populations of birds, fish, or other non-avian animals. This means that it is

13
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ecological functioning which distinguishes a wetland from, say, a tank, which is just
a source of water. However, man-made tanks or sources of water can also evolve into
wetlands. For instance, Kaliveli tank in Tamil Nadu, an important bird area, is fed by
a system of tanks and man-made channels forming a large and vibrant landscape. A
wetland is more than a source of water, or a means for water storage, though it is
often reduced to only that. By removing ecological and other criteria for wetland
identification and protection, and the examples of activities that could hamper this
physical functioning, the new draft underlines the same malaise which misses the
wetlands for the water.

Use and non-use

While the new draft calls for sustainability, this is a difficult concept to enforce,
particularly with regard to water. Regulation of activities on a wetland and their
“thresholds” are to be left entirely to local or State functionaries. There are
insufficient safeguards for the same, with the lack of any law-based scientific criteria
or guidance. For instance, it is telling that regulation of activities in the draft rules
do not make any obvious connection with existing groundwater legislations because
these two aspects are still seen as separate.

The 2016 Draft Wetland Rules also call for wise use of wetlands. ‘Wise use’ is a
concept used by the Ramsar Convention, and is open to interpretation. It could
mean optimum use of resources for human purpose. It could mean not using a
wetland so that we eventually strengthen future water security. It could also mean
just leaving the wetland and its catchment area as is for flood control, carbon
sequestration, and water recharge functions.

Finally, in a country which is both water-starved as well as seasonally water-rich, it
is not just politics and use that should dictate how wetlands are treated.
Sustainability cannot be reached without ecology. Towards this end, our wetland
rules need to reinforce wetlands as more than open sources of water, and we need to
revise how wetlands should be identified and conserved.
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Neha Sinha is with the Bombay Natural History Society. Views expressed are

personal.

The EcoNovic Tives
Date: 07-06-16
Environment part of sustainable progress

Kerala chief minister Pinarayi Vijayan unleashed a storm with his post against
environmental fundamentalism on Facebook. The comments come in the backdrop
of opposition to efforts to revive the 20-year-old proposal for the 163 MW
Athirapally hydroelectric

project. This small addition to Kerala’s generation capacity is unlikely to be worth its
adverse environmental impact. The state needs to think bigger and bolder, instead of
wasting energy and goodwill on such tiny projects.

It is wrong to label questioning of development projects as “ecological
fundamentalism”. However, it is hard to take issue with the chief minister’s call for
rigorous scientific research into problems such as garbage treatment, resource
depletion, misuse of energy, illegal exploitation of natural resources, etc. Across the
political spectrum, politicians support conserving the environment without stunting
development and posit the environment and development as two sides of the same
coin — suggesting that there exists a possible flashpoint when the two are at odds.
Politicians alone are not guilty of breathing life into this false dichotomy,
environmentalists too have contributed.

Globally, economic development over the last 30 years has lifted millions out of
poverty but also caused environmental and societal harm that threatens to reverse
or undermine development. It is time to set aside the dichotomy and link economic
processes to the environment and natural resources through interventions that
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encourage sustainable patterns of production and consumption. That calls for higher
resource efficiency. The aim of any administrator, including Pinarayi Vijayan, should
be to ensure that their plans for alleviating poverty and promoting economic
development minimise harmful effects on humans and reduce pressure on the
ecosystem.

Date: 07-06-16
Money For Nothing

Anjana Menon

GENEVA: In a global first, the Swiss voted Sunday on a radical proposal to provide
the entire population with enough money to live on, no strings attached.

In a measure almost certain to fail, voters are being asked whether they want all
Swiss citizens, along with foreigners who have been legal residents in Switzerland
for at least five years, to receive an unconditional basic income, or UBI.

Polling stations in most places opened at 10:00 am (0800 GMT) and were set to
close at noon, but most people in the wealthy Alpine nation vote in advance.

In Geneva for instance, 47.4 percent of eligible voters had already cast their ballot
Saturday evening, according to the regional voting service.

Supporters of the UBI initiative say providing such an income would help fight
poverty and inequality in a world where good jobs with steady salaries are becoming
harder to find.
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The idea is controversial, to say the least. The Swiss government and nearly all the
country's political parties have urged voters to reject the initiative -- advice which 71
percent are inclined to follow, according to the latest opinion poll .

Critics have slammed the initiative as "a Marxist dream", warning of sky-high costs
and people quitting their jobs in droves, to the detriment of the economy .

Proponents reject that, arguing people naturally want to be productive and that a
basic income would simply provide them more flexibility to choose the activities
they find most valuable.

"For centuries this has been considered a utopia, but today it has not only become
possible, but indispensible," Ralph Kundig, one of the lead campaigners, told AFP.

The amount to be paid has yet to be determined, but the non-political group behind
the initiative has suggested paying 2,500 Swiss francs ($2,500/2,300 euros) a
month to each adult, and 625 francs for each child.

That may sound like a lot, but it is barely enough to get by on in one of the world's
priciest nations -- leaving plenty of incentive to work, campaigners say.

Authorities have estimated an additional 25 billion francs would be needed annually
to cover the costs, requiring deep spending cuts or steep tax hikes.

"The idea is noble, but I don't think our society can afford it today," Stephane
Szeless, a 45-year-old civil servant in Geneva, told AFP ahead of Sunday's vote.

"I'm sceptical."

Supporters of the initiative however suggest the UBI could replace a range of other
expensive social welfare programmes and could be easily financed through slight
increases in sales tax or through a small fee on electronic transactions.
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There is little chance of the initiative passing, but Kundig said that "just getting a
broad public debate started on this important issue is a victory".

Several other contentious issues are also being put to the vote under Switzerland's
system of direct democracy on Sunday, some of which have a better chance of going
through.

A recent gfs.bern poll indicated that 60 percent of voters are in favour of a
government proposal to speed up the country's asylum process.

The aim is for most cases to be handled within 140 days or less, compared to an
average of around 400 days at the moment.

The Swiss will also vote on whether to allow genetic testing of embryos before they
are inserted in the uterus in cases of in vitro fertilisation where either parent carries
a serious hereditary disease.

No screening would be permitted for things like gender, hair and eye colour, but that
has not stopped opponents from dubbing the initiative the "eugenics law".

The final results of Sunday's vote were expected to be clear by early evening.



