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r, l] \.i !ni. ...r ri !'rr

dividend", which
presents the countr))

with a challenge tncl an
oPPofluni4). In ordet

to make good this
demographic dividend,

there is a need for higher
public spend in the social
sellor, especialb, ke! qreas

of education, health and
sttnitation. Budget 20 1 6

tukes some importanl sleps,

bul these ste incremental
;u nLture. llhot is required

.,re big stfi.les

-- -* o amount of Dolitics
' would be 01 anvIEI tI

avarl untrl the masses

4r An :ml educated, well fed,
tu*l* I and well cafed for,,

said the Finance Minister quoting
Swami Vivekananda. This realisation
that education and h€alth are central to
the development project runs through
Budget 2016. Notwithstanding this
realisation, public spending, as a

share ofthe gross domestic product,
has remained constant at around the

1.3 per centmark in the last decade.
The Union Budget's allocation on
health is 0.25 per c€nt of the GDP,
this once again has remained more or
less constant. The goal ofincreasing
public expenditure on heallh to 2.5
per cent ofthe GDP, as set out in the

Narional Health Policy 2015, is still
a long way off.

India's public provisioning for
health falls far behind that ol other
countries in the neighbourhood
like China and Si Lanka. In China.
spending on health was at 5.4 per
cent of GDP in 2013, while public
spending was at3.l per cent.India's
total expenditure on health amounis to
about 5 per cent ofGDP, which would
be comparable with other developing
countries at the same level of per
capita income. M€anwhile, public

spending orl health has yet to breach
the 1.3 per cent mark.

In assessing ihe manner in which
the Budset has sought to address the

issue ofhealth, we must look at three

broad questions- First, the manner

in which the Budget se€ks to tackle
factors contributing to poor health
outcomes. Second, measures taken

to improve access to healthcare.
The third aspect is the state of
healthcare infrastructure, which
jncludes availability of healthcare
practition€rs, research, controlling
vector bome disease. None ofthese
aspects are independent olthe other

and together have an important
bearing on general health and well-
being.

Improving health and provision

of healthcar€ are crucial to any

efforl to reduce the incidence of
poverty. Expenditure on health is

ofien the single most important
factor that prevents households from
escaping poverty and wors€, pushes

households into poverty. Poor healtb

made worce by limited access to
healthcare, which may or may not be

adequate have huge ramifications on
productivity, economic output, and

improv€ments in living standards of
a population.

Urrrri A Goswarni

Indian letders reJbr to
In" u . gowing population

us "demographic

ii! uutt- i. e*;rtrnt eOitor wirh rhe Economic Times- She writes on issues relating to developm€nt sd the social sector focusing

on educalion, enviroment, health, climale change, md energy. she has reloied extensively o, inlemational climat negotiations

since the UNlsponsored ctimate change rcgonations in 2009 al Copenhdgen, ridl tbroush to COP2I in Paris, as well d domestic

developmerts on envtronment. healLh dd educalion.
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importanl steps. btrt lhese are tncremental

What rs rcquired are big slndes

India is in the middle ofthis demographic dividend
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Stree Shakti Puraskars and Nari Shakti
Purrsksrs for20l5

srree shdlfl Puraskar. and \ari shdlri Puraslars were

"',""- i", ,ft" vear 2015 on lnremational women s

ii",b,,r," p,.''a.r. rhe ztla vahtla samman dnd
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