Pathankot Shouldn’t
chtat Pak Pohcy

India must develop a stable pol:cy ogf“ tsown

The terror attack on the Pathankot air force base has
been foiled and all five terrorists involved in the attack
killed, before they could damage or capture any of the
planesand helicopters stationed there, even if atthe cost
of thelives of three security personnel. Thelarger ques-
tion is what this impliesfor India’s policy towards Pakis-
tan. If, just seven days after Prime Minister Narendra
Modimade a surprise peace overture by stopping over at
Lahore and greeting his Pak counterpart, Pakistan-bas-
ed terrorists stage an attack on a key Indian defence ins-
tallation, should India continue with itseffortstoengage
the government of Pakistan? It should, absolutely:.

India must develop a consistent, coherent policy on
howtodeal with Pakistan, afragmented polity with mul-
tiple power centres, some of which are implacably hos-
tile towards India and can be counted on to express their
hostility by means of terror strikes in India or on Indian
targets elsewhere, such as in Afghanistan. India cannot
afford to let its Pakistan policy be dic-
tated by hostile elements, whether Ka-
shmiri separatists or those members
of the Pakistani establishment who
see terror groups as instruments of
additional strategic reach. It would be
naive to believe that talks with the ci-
: vilian government of Pakistan would
result in lasting peace between the two countries. India
must be prepared for attacks emanating frem Pakistan,
all the time, whatever the state of relations with the gov-
ernmentof Pakistan.

Pakistan isnotanormal state, in which the governme-
nt is in control of policy and actors translate policy into
action.India can only seek to engage with those in the Pa-
kistaniestablishment whoare willingto beengaged, and
to promote better people-to-people ties, with the long-
term goal of wearing down the anti-India sentiment that
guides Pakistan’s policy. This is a long haul and depends
moreon Indialiving up to its commitment when itadopt-
ed ]iberal democracy as its constitutional paradigm than
onanythingthat Pakistan itself does. Indiamuststaythe
course, exercising vigilance all the while.
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