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MINISTER VS OFFICER

The Anil Vij-Sangeeta Kalia spat in Haryana underlines the need to build trust

GP. ]SHI

THE PUBLIC SPAT between Haryana Health
Minister Anil Vij and the lady IPS officer San-
geeta Kalia has generated considerable deb-
ate. Most people have come out in support
of the police officer. There is no doubt that
the minister was boorish in his behaviour,
He had noright to ask the officer to “get out”
of a meeting where the performance of the
district policein dealing with the sale of spu-
rious liquor was being questioned. Another
mistake committed by the minister was to
talk harshly to the officer not only in public
but also in the presence of the subordinate
staff, thereby undermining her authority, The
earlier generation of politicians would alw-
ays talk to officers in private whenever they
feltlike giving them a piece of their mind. But
times have changed. Politicians have become
loud-mouthed and arrogant.

However, the police officer’s behaviour
was equally truculent and confrontational,
She showed her turity by unnecessari-
| lyarguing with the minister, who is after all

the people’s representative and had every ri-
ghtto listen to public grievance. In this case,
an NGO had complained that the police was
notdoing enough to prevent the sale of spur-
ious liquor. Instead of asking the NGO why it
brought the complaint before the minister,
the officer should have tried to explain the
actions taken in this regard. Instead, she indi-
rectly blamed the government's policies.

Sale of spurious liquor is an important
concern not only for the public but also for

The 97\31\43 Q"%’T ?.55, 3'}13;/‘/6"

The opposition also
attempted to turn the
incident into a gender issue,
which it was not. Former
CM Bhupinder Hooda said
the minister should have
maintained decorum while
speaking to a lady officer.
Congress spokesperson
Shobha Oja said it reflected
the ‘anti- women mindset’ of
the BJP dispensation.
Actually, gender had
nothing to do with it.

every state government. There have been
manyincidents in different states, where the
sale of illegal liquor has caused deaths and
the police officials have been found complicit
inallowing the sale,

Much like in every other state, the Hary-
anaPolice Act of 2007 —Section 24, to be pre-
cise — gives the superintendence over the
police to the state government. Further, this
section allows the state government to “in-
tervene in the exercise of the powers of ad-
ministration” by the police officers “in accor-
dance with the prescribed rules, regulations
orinexceptional circumstances involving ur-
gent public interest”. As such, the minister
had the authority to exercise superintende-
nce over the police and to ask the head of the
district police to explain their actions. He was
not giving an illegitimate order.

The state government did what all state
governments do in such cases — transfer the
officer. It was puerile on the part of the state
government's representative to defend the
transfer as a routine administrative decision.

The transfer was nothing but a slap on the
CW%MMMM. The
ongress lost no time in slamming the state
government over the transfer, forgetting the
number of times its own government trans-
ferred Ashok Khemka, anIAS officer in Hary-
ana, over flimsier excuses.
The opposition also attemnpted to tirn the
incident intoa genderissue, which itwas not.
Former Chief Minister Bhupinder Singh Ho-

oda said that the BJP minister should have
maintained decorum while speaking to a
lady officer. Congress leader Manish Tewari
said the minister acted in a “crude manner”,
Congress spokesperson Shobha Oja went a
step further, and said it reflected the “anti-

women mindset” of the BJP dispensation. |

Actually, gender had nothing to do with it.
Other opposition parties also tried to
politicise the incident. The INLD took out a
protest march in Fatehabad and burnt an
effigy of the minister. A student organisation
in Bhiwandi raised slogans in support
of the officer. The National Commission for
Scheduled Castes also jumped into the

fray, seeking a report on the incident from |

the government.

The tendency to politicise such incidents |

reflects our inability and unwillingness to
analyse the relationship between political

eaders and police officers in an objective
‘mannper. Since, in general, we have a poor
opinion of our politicians, we tend to view
their actions with suspicion. This is not
healthy ina democraticsociety. Questioning
the political control over the police, irrespec-
tive of whether the interference was legiti-
mate or not, militates against the trust that
both parties must share.

The writer is a retired director of the
Bureat of Police Research and
Development and author of ‘Policing in
India — Some Unpleasant Essays'
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AFTER THE DELUGE

The Monsoon fury in Chennai lays bare the crisis

of governance in the City e
o 955 ) Swheoe3sS, .o}
HENORTHEAST MONSOON in Chennai this year — the severestin overa hun-

dred years — has wreaked unprecedented havoc, When the rain returned af-
ter a lull over the weekend, the city, which had already taken a pounding in
November, could not cope. Chennai's airport, railway stations and bus sta-
tions have been closed since Wednesday. The city’s two main rivers, the Adyar and Cooum,

electricity in large parts of the city for over 24 hours. At least 65 people have died since
the rains began late October. Business has reported losses of over Rs 500 crore and at least
21 work days have been lost. The navy and disaster Management teams are undertaking
rescue missions as the threat of a food and water and health crisis looms.

The seasonal rain ( October-December) so far this year has been estimated to be 121
tm — the annual average is 43cm and the recorded peak for the corresponding period
was 108.8 cm in 1918. However, the intensity of the rains could not have caused this to-
tal collapse of infrastructure if the city administration had done its Job. The heavy rain
has exposed the creaking public infrastructure in Chennaj — like the 2005 deluge did in
Mumbai or the 2014 floods in Srinagar. One of the largest man ufacturing and commer-
cial hubs in the cou ntry, Chennai, understanda bly, has been exXpanding at a fast pace.
From heavy industries like automobiles and duto components to software, BPOs, educa-
tion and healthcare, the city has built a wide economic base and is home to a cosmopol-
itan workforce, Yet, the administration has been slow to augment theinfrastructure to take
the extraload of people and vehicles, Unplanned and ill-thought construction, especially
on river, tank and lake beds, has led to the choking of water bodies that accommodated
flood waters in the pastand storm water channels, Rivers, natural outlets for flood waters,
are choked with garbage, sewage and silt. Drainage is non-existent in the newer areas of
the city while civic bodies g0 slow over routine pre-monsoon mu nicipal works,

In Chennai and elsewhere, the approach to urban governance needs to change. Mund-
ane aspects of city administration like building and maintaining water, drainage and se-
Wage systems, mass transport facilities, etc are ignored as the conversation shifts to conc-
eptslike smart cities. Civic bodies need massive infusions of funds, skills and technologies
if cities are to become liveable urban spaces. That's the lesson from the Chennai deluge.
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