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gcnemllv associ.tcd $ ilh irtemalional
16el. but nr!\ .l$ r.lcr lo lrrvcl to
anodrcrllacc \irhin the srDre countrv.
The World Tourisnr Organization
Jrli qs to|n\rIA n('lre.trar< rn! ro
Jn,lsr,,)in! rrr rl Lc\ fursrdc ttreI udrat
envircnment ii)r nor more than one
consecuti\e year for teisure. business
and other purj)oses '

T^urisrn hJs hr(onr( r puputar
!lohrl lrisur<rrri\rr\ Torrsm r.n h.
cither donrestic or i;rernarionnl. and
intemational touris r can be classified
as either inbound or ourboLrnd tourism.
Today. inbound rourism is a Drajor
sourcc ol income lor nrany countries.
cspecialiy ir tenns offorcign exchange
camed by thecountry as a whole. Il also
has a substantial inipacl on the local
econom) and emplolnrenr or a ptrce
frequenrly !r\rled bl rorrri\rs

India is a counlry with a rich
cullural heriia-se which has atwavs
ihscrnared lra\ellers. lt rs a unroue
Iand ol diversires $here aI krnds or
natural beauty including desert, sea,
foresls, mountains. flowers. wildlife
is prescnt t\ rrhrn a srigle geographrcal
boundary of a countrv. Anihodv
visiting India will have experience oi
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diferent cultures. dresses. cuisine. fl ora
and fauna in different siates. Thus,

.lndia has always be€n a deslination
for iourists who want ro enjoy this
combination of culture. tradition and
r ich hcrirage. Nor onty ihrs. rhe fore,gn
lour^lsa(las Arnbassadorsof lndr.n
cullurc and take $e messase furrher

lndian government has made
\arious effons to take advanlage of
these unique possessions to promote
touflsm. One such big initiative is the
scheme of e-Tourist Visa.This measure
has been introducedro make travelling
to India easi€r and simpler fbr foreisn

e-Tourist Visa : Background

The cntire scheme began !vith the
dcmand by the Tourism indusrry to
liberalise th€ visa regime for foreign
lourists ro give a boost to tourism
in the counrry. Io response..Visa
-on- Arrival'was inilialed by the
Covemment in 2010on a very limited
scale. 'Visa-on-arrival' means that you
n€ed a visa to enter but it js possible
to apply for and receive the visa onty
when you show irp in the counlry of
visit itself.

The Cov'ernment of India
introduced the €oncept of Visa on
Arrival (VoA) in January 2010 for
citizens of five counries ie Finland.
Japan, Luxembourg. New Zealand

OURISM IS travel
lbr re.rcation. leisure.
rcligious. lamily or
business purposes.
usually lirr a linrired
durlrion. TourisDr is

...the e-Tourist Wsa has
helped to meet the long

standing demand of
Touriun industry for a
liberalised visa regime

for the last 20 years. The
ETA list includes nations

like US, Germany and
UAE which cover 40

per cent of our inboand
arrivals currently.

Althoagh, e-Tourist
Wsa cannot be the sole
source for groteth in

fo reign to u r is t a rrivals,
bat will cefiainly act as

a key input lo accelerate
fore ign to u rist aniv a ls
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and Singapore \isiling India tor
tourisr. furposes. The processing ot'
Visa on Arri\al \as manual during

Visa on Arri\ al (VoA) $as funher
erireDdcd to cirizcns of six more
coLrntries na ely Canrbodia, Indonesia.
Vietnam. Phiiippines. Laos and
\1\anmar in January 20ll and Sourh
Korea inApril.20l4. Tillthis stage. the
\bA scheme rcmained operarional on
a very limited scale.

H owever. lhe scheme was
substantially scaled up by the ne\i
go\ernment *hcn it \as lurlher
extended lo:ll countries w.e.l 27rh
No\ember.:01,1 and to Cuyana
in January:015 bringing thc total
numbcr of coun trics under the Schenre
lo:1;1. The conccpl of Elecrronic
Tra!cl Audrorizarion (ETA) was also
introduced al lhe s.me time.

Electronic Travel Authorization:
e-Tourist Visa

To attract morc lbreign tourists.
a \er! inrponant step taken bj the
ne$ Oovernmenl is the introduclion
of Elecrronic Aulhorization (ETA)
enabled Tourisl Visa onArrival. l{hich
is no\ re-named as e-Tourist Visa
but uilh no change in the scheme
guidelines oIETA enrbled TVoA.

Thc government proposes ro rake
lhc tally to 106 couniries !rithnr 2015-
16 irselt

The neu, schcme .e-Tourist Visa.
has helped the prospectr!c short
duratlon tra!cllerro appl] loran Indian
Visafrom his/her home country online
withoul visiting the Indian Mission
and also pay the visa fee online. Once
approved. thc applicant recci\es an
email authorising himlher ro tr.r!el to
India and he/she can travel \rilh a print
out of this aulhorization. On arival the
Iisilor has to present lhc rurhorisation
to thc immigration anthoriries who
llould thcn stanrp rhc cnht into lhe
counrr_v. Cunenrh. the\bA is valid lbr
onc rnonth. allows single entr) only.
and is non-extcndable.

e-ToLrrisl Visa can be availcd of
by Internat ionrl lia\ e llers n hosc sole
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objecri\c of\ isilrng Indin ls recrcNrio,r.
sight sccing. casull !isit ro rrecl 1l icnds
or relari\cs. sho dnrrrion orcdicrtl
treatmenl or canral busrness visit. l1 is
not applicahle to holders ofDiplornatic.,

Th. inlenlion oi'e-To,,rlrr Vi\r
is tr) ll.ilirrle lc!ilim.te lm\cttcrs
by s l rr n gthcrl ins rhc sc.urjr\
tiamcnork rhrou!h r.ornplercl! I1'
enabled envircnrncnr. Travellers hrd
faced issues !\'ith lhe VoA lhciliry
launchcd in :010 because ir $Lrs

nol IT inlcgratcd. The ner system
is llll) digitis0d. simple ind useF
liiendly. and rhcretbre eliminales all

Scope ofe-Tourist Visa

The Innnigralion Department has
sel up 7l dcdicrlcd counters al ni c

niryons Delhi. Ivlunrbai. Chennai.
Kolka1ll. llydcrabad. Uengaluru,
Kochi. ThrmvanaDthapuram. and Goa

10 facililate and takc care ofe-Tourist

1,903
tourisls

January
2iltr

:L:

Tnhle l: Progress ofTyoA/e-Tourist Visa scheme
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Cur.enily, e-Tourisr !isa facilily
is a!rilahle al onl), these ninc
airp(n1s. Ho\\'e!cr- the toreigncr can
take erx lionr any ol nie aurhorized
I.rmigration Che.lt Posls (lt'Ps) in
lf(lia.

As on lar ary 1015. c Tourisr
Visa was availablc ior tollo\ring
:l:1 couDlricsr A uslralia, Brazil.
Crmbodia. Cook Isl,tnds. I)jibouri.
l-i.ii. Flnland. GernraIv. Guyana.
IndoncsiN. Israel. Jap.tn..lordan.
Kcnya, Klribari. Lros. t.uxernbourg.
Nlarshall lslands. Mauritius, Mexico.
M icrones ia. MlanDrar. Nauru.
New Zealand.Niue Island. Nor\ay.
Omrn. Palau. Palestinc. Papua Ner
Cunrea. Philippincs. Rcpnblic ol Korca.
Russia. Sanroa. Singapore. Solonron
Islands.Thailand. Tongr. Tuvalu. UAE
Likrainc. USA. VaDU!tu. Viehanr.

A fter inn oduction ofe-Tour isr Visa.
lhe tnanual Visa on ari!al wrtlrour
rcguireinent ol a pre aL[horization
prior 1o h:i!el \.as earlier.\'.ilahle tirr

Srccrs,r of e-Tourist visa

l he implcmentatior ol rhc schenre
uill icnd out a clcar nressage lhal
IDdia ls serrcus in maklng travel ro
the counlrv eas) and lhc scheine Nill
conhibute 1() hking India s sharc iD
lrterralioDal TdrlslAIn!ls to I per
e.nl Lr) lhe end ol 12'r'Ii!e Year Pl.D
rs .ompared lo the current share ol

r\s the Tablc I sholvs, lhere has
heerr n substantive gm$1h in the
nurnhcr of rcurisls a!arlin! ole-Tourist
Visa aier lhc irtnlLrction ol lilA.
During thc nronrh ol lVar.h 2{)15.
r lolal of 15.851 teuists nrri\ed b)
erlourin Visr rs .onrparc.l l(, 1.95E
1\oA oi pre\ i\)us schcm. during rhc
nnnrth ol N4a.ch l0l.+- rerincring a
gro\vll) ol lllr).-l per ce!rt. Sifrila ).
durin.s thr rnoll1h o1 l:.b]xiry' 1015.
r total fl l1.9s5 toLrr ns rnj\ci b)
.'Tourin \'isa as corit.red t(, 1.98()
l \'1'r\ ol prc\ious scheilre during rhe
rn.rnh i)ll:.hfLL.ll'\ 101.1 r.gistering r
!rtr\lh (,1 ll6l.t) p.r .r|1

I)uring J!nrL.r\ - Nlrr.h 1015.
r r,ilr .f i5.lie rorri\l alri\..1 b\
. Ii'L r\1 \ !r . i .,..r|rj.(l lo i.l1.tl

Tv)A during January March 101.1,
registe.ing a growth ol ll98.7 per

As per atest available data. as on
l.1Lr'Ap11l. 2015 nearly one l,rkh rcn
thoLrsaD.lVisas havebeen issurd by rhe

Govenrnrent nndcr the schenre

This high gro\rlh.ray be atn lbuted
to inlroduction ol e-Tourist Visd
schenre cufl'enll) ruDning for nrorc
than:l0coLrnhcs as against coverage oi'
e.trlicr l'V)A schenie lbr l2 counlrics

The pcrccnlxge share ollo| l(l
source countries lbr e Tourst Visa.
in India dLrrlns March 201:. \erc
as lillowsr LSA (33 25 per ccnr).
Gcrmany (1.1.6,:l per c.nr). Russirrr.
l-ederation (13.1:l per cenl). A srralir
(8.17 fer cenl). Rcpublic ol Kor..l
(6.39percent). Uk.Nine(1 ll percenlr
Mexico(2 sl pcrcent).lapan( I 99 pci
ccnt). New Zealand ( l.9l pcr cenr)and
Israel(1.68 pe, ccno .

Thc p.r.crtage shares o1-dillir.rl
ports tor e'ToLrrisr Visa. if lndia dLLriIg
Ma.ch 1015. r!.re as lbllo$ s:

Ncr\ Delhi (.l7.ll per .c.r).
Murrbii (1N.55 f.r cenl). aha (ll.(ll
per ccnr). llen3ahrftr (6.27 pcr ccnl)
a'henfri (5.60 pcr ccnt). Llr-.leruhrd
(2.9-l per ccnr). Kolknla (l 7lt per cc.r).
Kochi (l 68 pcr cent) and'Irufdr unl

lssucs relnled lo. tourist Yisa

Alrhou.lrh c lburisl Visn is nor
a!.ilahle tu rlr(Jfe thun.l0.otrntrics. thc
schenic isycl rob.ronre operatiural tirr
sclcral countries like China. Unilcd
Kingdom. Spain. lhl) and N4alaysi..
which xrc inrportanl lio|r lhe lorLrisrn

Slnrllairr lhe l:cility n.rds lo b!.

erlendcd () s.!.ral olher airporls likc
\/aranisl. alaya. AhDrcdah.d. .laipur.
'IlrLrchinpdlli s hi.h nre if rpodrnt hubs
olli,eigr t.urisl al,li\ rls nr lndid 'lhis
\\ ill also help lo disperse the bLrftlcn ol'
lourisls at thc cun'enl t) airports $4rcrc
the lacilil) is rppiic.ble

A dc.rrnd is also belng raiscd
by thc slakeholders ar(l l( rsrs lhat
nr lliple enlry should be allo$ed

along $irh the vlsa on affilal licilit].
so thal a|y lourin coming to lndia can
!isit ncrshbouring countries also. Thc
nrulliplc cnlry willtrornole rhe growlh
in the ro'eigr 'Iounsl ard\ als.

Sirrilarly. lhere rrc dcnrands lbr
increasing the !isa pcriod to tso
nrnrths l(J gi\e a 8reater l'le)iibillly lr)

Inleriutional Tra!ellers arc also
llcins the dillicull) ol Bxnncri.s lbr
\hich aptlicants ha\e to lra\el long
disrafces ilr lheir horrie counhy $t1ich
n.galc\ thc vcD purpose ol online
applicilrion.

Since the dlsconrirudlion ol Danual
\oA. lirrcign tourists are calling ir
a nrisnomer. They say lhat rh. ner\
schemc is onl) an e Vlsa and not u

visn on Affl\al ir the lrue scnsc sincc
no prc-authorilNlion is rcquired in lhe

(loDrlurion:ln a nurshell. thc
. Tl)urisl \lsx has hclpcd to .rcct th.
long standifg Ll.mtlnrl ol Tourisnr
irrdusrry fbr a litreraliscl \isa resinr.
li)r the lasl l0 r-cars. Th. l:lA lisl
in.ludes nirl.ns like LlS. Ccrnrarr)
af.l tl,\E $hich co\cr 1a) per c.nt
ol orr inhoufd erilrals currentl)
\llhough. e Tonrisl Vis. cxnnol bc
lhc s)lc n rc. iar gro{ih n t_oreigr
rorLrist fir'i!ils. bul $ill ccnarnh acl
xs I k.y inful Lo rccclcftlc larcrgD
t({rislr !als. l, nuistVisaceftainly
lrike! dest nrlion India rlrore attractr\ e

Rendings

1 Md'lcr Ii.5.ar.h & SlarsLics Dirsiil
ol M rslr), ol lourisnr. (ntrt ol lnfh

2 P.rh Ilrc.ki'r! ln lii{ires .l Covr. of
h(Lin Niirisny ol louri\rr ilnn)kL.l.

.l Ollrcrni\cbireol N4inrslrl ollburisnr.
(n^l ol lrdl.: 1d[isn.go!.in/

l. (r'L,ii \ s. .pplicarion silt ol(jo!1Ol'
Indin ,huI\ , indnNlsaonlire gov.i,i

i Olliclrl \.hsil. ol lltrrciu ol
lfrnrgraliof. (io\l ol lndlx *$\.
i,nnigntlorifulir. ir in,

6 l'iess rele.ses on Ollclel sebsilt ol'
P,c$ rrrlonnoti.r Burcau: pib.nrc.if

i Wikitcrlia r hllp r,cn.$ikipedia.org/
trik rTourisnr O
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