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UPSC MAINS-2017 

GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-1 
Instructions for UPSC Mains GS Paper-1 

 Duration: 3 hours; Maximum Marks: 250 
 Please read each of the following instructions carefully before attempting questions: 
 There are TWENTY questions printed both in HINDI and in ENGLISH. All the questions too 

compulsory. 
 Answers must be written in the medium authorized in the Admission Certificate which must be 

stated clearly on the cover of this Question-cum-Answer (QC4) Booklet in the space provided. 
 No marks will be given for answers written in a medium other than the authorized one. 
 Word limit in questions, wherever specified should be adhered to. 
 Any page or portion of the page left blank in the Question-cum-Answer Booklet must be clearly 

struck off. 

 
1. vki bl fopkj dks] fd xqIrdkyhu flDdk’kkL=h; dyk dh mRd̀"Vrk dk Lrj ckn ds le; esa 

furkar n’kZuh; ugha gS] fdl izdkj lgh fl) djsaxs \ ¼150 'kCn½ 
 How do you justify the view that the level of excellence of the Gupta 

numismatic art is not at all noticeable in later times ? (150 words)       10 
 
2- lqLi"V dhft, fd e/;&vBkjgoha 'krkCnh dk Hkkjr fo[kafMr jkT;ra= dh Nk;k ls fdl izdkj 

xzflr FkkA ¼150 'kCn½ 
 Clarify how mid-eighteenth century India was beset with the spectre of a 

fragmented polity. (150 words)              10 
 
3. D;k dkj.k Fkk fd méhloha 'krkCnh ds var rd vkrs&vkrs ^ujenyh;^ viuh ?kksf"kr fopkj/kkjk 

,oa jktuhfrd y{;ksa ds izfr jk"Vª ds fo’okl dks txkus esa vlQy gks x, Fks \ ¼150 'kCn½ 
Why did the ‘Moderates’ fail to carry conviction with the nation about their 
proclaimed ideology and political goals by the end of the nineteenth 
century? (150 words)               10 
 

4. ey; izk;}hi esa mifuos’ku mUewyu izØe esa lféfgr D;k&D;k leL;k,¡ Fkha \ ¼150 'kCn½ 
What problems were germane to the decolonization process in the Malay 
Peninsula? (150 words)             10 
 

5. ^uklk^ dk twuks fe’ku i`Foh dh mRifŸk ,oa fodkl dks le>us esa fdl izdkj lgk;rk djrk 
gS\ ¼150 words½               
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 How does the Juno Mission of NASA help to understand the origin and 

evolution of the Earth ? (150 words)             10 
 
6. Þizfrdwy Ik;kZoj.kh; izHkko ds ckotwn] dks;yk [kuu fodkl ds fy, vHkh Hkh vifjgk;Z gSAß 

foospuk dhft,A ¼150 'kCn½ 
 “In spite of adverse environmental impact, coal mining is still inevitable for 

development.” Discuss. (150 words)             10 
 
7. nygu dh d`f"k ds ykHkksa dk mYys[k dhft, ftlds dkj.k la;qä jk"Vª ds }kjk o"kZ 2016 dks 

vUrjkZ"Vªh; nygu o"kZ ?kksf"kr fd;k x;k FkkA ¼150 'kCn½ 
 Mention the advantages of the cultivation of pulses because of which the 

year 2016 was declared as the International Year of Pulses by the United 
Nations. (150 words)               10 

 
8. fgekad&eaMy ¼Øk;ksLQs;j½ oSf’od tyok;q dks fdl izdkj izHkkfor djrk gS \ ¼150 'kCn½ 

How does the cryosphere affect global climate ? (150 words)         10  
 
9. Hkkjr dh fofo/krk ds lanHkZ esa] D;k ;g dgk tk ldrk gS fd jkT;ksa dh vis{kk izns’k lkaLd`frd 

bdkb;ksa dks :Ik iznku djrs gSa\ vius nf̀"Vdks.k ds fy, mnkgj.kksa lfgr dkj.k crkb,A  
              ¼150 'kCn½ 

 In the context of the diversity of India, can it be said that the regions form 
cultural units rather than the States ? Give reasons with examples for your 
viewpoint. (150 words) 

 
10. Lora=rk ds ckn vuqlwfpr tutkfr;ksa ¼,l-Vh-½ ds izfr HksnHkko dks nwj djus ds fy,] jkT; 

}kjk dh xbZ nks eq[; fof/kd igysa D;k gSa \ ¼150 'kCn½ 
 What are the two major legal initiatives by the State since Independence, 

addressing discrimination against Scheduled Tribes (STs) ? (150 words)   10 
 
11. lfg".kqrk ,oa izse dh Hkkouk u dsoy vfr izkphu le; ls gh Hkkjrh; lekt dk ,d jkspd 

vfHky{k.k jgh gS] vfirq orZeku esa Hkh ;g ,d egŸoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkk jgh gSA ¼250 'kCn½ 
The spirit of tolerance and love is not only an interesting feature of Indian 
society from very early times, but it is also playing an important part at the 
present, Elaborate. (250 words)              15 

 
12. ijh{k.k dhft, fd vkSifuosf’kd Hkkjr esa ikjEifjd dkjhxjh m|ksx ds iru us fdl izdkj 

xzkeh.k vFkZO;oLFkk dks viax cuk fn;kA ¼250 'kCn½ 
Examine how the decline of traditional artisanal industry in colonial India 
crippled the rural economy. (250 words)            15 
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13. fiNyh 'krkCnh ds rhljs n’kd ls Hkkjrh; Lora=rk dh LoIu n`̀f"V ds lkFk lEc) gks x, u, 

mÌs’;ksa ds egŸo dks mtkxj dhft,A ¼250 'kCn½ 
Highlight the importance of the new objectives that got added to the vision 
of Indian independence since the twenties of the last contury. (250 words) 15 

 
14. egklkxjh; yo.krk esa fofHkérkvksa ds dkj.k crkb, rFkk blds cgq&vk;keh izHkkoksa dh foospuk 

dhft,A ¼250 'kCn½  
Account for variations in oceanic salinity and discuss its multi-dimensional 
effects. (250 words)               15 

 
15. isVªksfy;e fjQkbufj;k¡ vko’;d :Ik ls dPpk rsy mRiknd {ks=ksa ds lehi vofLFkr ugha gSa] 

fo’ks"kdj vusd fodkl’khy ns’kksa esaA blds fufgrkFkksZa dks Li"V dhft,A ¼250 'kCn½ 
Petroleum refineries are not necessarily located nearer to crude oil producing 
areas, particularly in many of the developing countries. Explain its 
inplications. (250 words)               15 

 
16. Hkkjr esa ck<+ksa dks flapkbZ ds vkSj lHkh ekSle esa vUrnsZ’kh; ukSlapkyu ds ,d /kkj.kh; L=ksr esa 

fdl izdkj ifjofrZr fd;k tk ldrk gS \ ¼250 'kCn½ 
 In what way can floods be converted into a  sustainable source of irrigation 

and all weather in land navigation in India ? (250 words)          15 
 
17. ekulwu ,f’k;k esa jgus okyh lalkj dh 50 izfr’kr ls vf/kd tula[;k ds Hkj.k&iks"k.k esa lQy 

ekulwu tyok;q dks D;k vfHky{k.k leuqnsf’kr fd, tk ldrs gSa\ ¼250 'kCn½ 
 What characteristics can be assigned to monsoon climate that succeeds in 

feeding more than 50 percent of the world population residing in Monsoon 
Asia ? (250 words)               15 

 
18. vk/kqfud Hkkjr esa] efgykvksa ls lacaf/kr iz’u 19oha 'krkCnh ds lkekftd lq/kkj vkanksyu ds Hkkx 

ds :Ik esa mBs FksA ml vof/k esa efgykvksa ls lac) eq[; eqÌs vkSj fookn D;k Fks \ ¼250 'kCn½ 
 The women’s question arose in modern India as a part of the 19th century 

social reform movement. What were the major issues and debates 
concerning women in that period ? (250 words)           15 

 
19. Lora= Hkkjr esa /kkfeZdrk fdl izdkj lkEiznkf;drk esa :ikarfjr gks xbZ] bldk ,d mnkgj.k 

izLrqr djrs gq, /kkfeZdrk ,oa lkEiznkf;drk ds e/; foHksnu dhft,A ¼250 'kCn½ 
Distinguish between religiousness/religiosity and communalism giving one 
example of how the former has got transformed into the latter in independent 
India. (250 words)                15 

 



www.afeias.com 
UPSC MAINS GS-1 2017 Paper 

4 

 
20. Þlwpuk izkS|ksfxdh dsUnzksa ds :Ikß esa uxjksa dh laof̀) us jkst+xkj ds u, ekxZ [kksy fn, gSa] ijUrq 

lkFk esa ubZ leL;k,¡ Hkh iSnk dj nh gSAß mnkgj.kksa lfgr bl dFku dh iqf"V dhft,A  
¼250 'kCn½ 

“The growth of cities as I.T. hubs has opened up new avenues of 
employment, but has also created new problems.” Substantiate this 
Statement with examples. (250 words)            15 

 

 


